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Three Kinds of Unbelief 
by Bill Somers 


Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come. 1 Cor 10:11. (KJV) 


| see this verse quoted by some of my favorite writers. It is usually as sign that the writer has some scriptural insight. 
One factor that strikes me as important is the way it deals with three levels of unbelief. 
First take the verse out of context and generalize it to apply to the entire bible. [It really is OK to do this.] 


Then we see that is says [paraphrasing] that the things written in the bible 

A. actually happened. 

B. Happened as examples for us to learn from. and 

C. the examples have special meaning or depth for those of us living in the end times. 
Daniel says after all that the books are sealed till the time of the end. 


So the levels of unbelief are: 

1. Not believing that the things in the bible actually happened 

2. Not believing that these things have any relevance or lessons for us 
3. Not seeing or seeking to apply these things to the end time context. 
Those at level 1 are 'liberals' 

Those at level 2 are ‘historicists' 

Those at level 3 are ‘literalists' 

Those who get past these levels are 'prophetic’. 
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A Three Question Test 
by Bill Somers 


I've recently been made aware that there are very many who are having a hard time figuring out what God is up to with the 
current refreshing/revival. Where should you look for answers? 
Let me give you a hypothetical multiple choice test. 


1. Amos 3:7 "Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the 


a. theologians 

b. best selling authors 
c. prophets 

d. talk show hosts 


2. 2nd Chronicles 20:20 "....Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his , SO Shall 
ye prosper". 


. theologians 

. best selling authors 
. prophets 

. talk show hosts 


Qa00 8 


oO 


. Ephesians 4:11-12 "And he gave some, apostles; and some, ; .... for the edifying of the body of Christ" 


. theologians 

. best selling authors 
. prophets 

. talk show hosts 


Qa00 ogw 


The answer is C, C, C! 
See what the prophets are saying! 


God has given us prophets. He has given them to us for a purpose. "Brethren, | would not have you ignorant." 


Let us seek them out and hear, through them, what the spirit is saying to the church. Then let us also seek the Lord and 
hear for ourselves. 


This website, End Time Prophetic Vision, is a good place to start. There are many others as well. 
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The Time is Come 
by Bill Somers 


This is a 4 part word I received from the Lord on May 14, 1997. 

Part A is a short parable about a disobedient son. 

Part B is a look at Why Judgment must begin at the House of God. 

Part C is speculation about what to expect in this Judgment. 

Part D is a prophecy employing various scriptures concerning the Judgment and the Redemptive Work that the 
Judgment will bring about. It also ties these scriptures together to convey many insights that the Lord has given me in 
this area. 


Part A. A Story 

On a certain day, young Johnny's dad comes home in the afternoon after being away for some time. 

Johnny is downstairs in the family room when his father calls down to him. 

"Johnny, you need to get outside and finish cutting that grass. It's fixing to storm soon." 

"I don't even see any clouds dad!" the boy replies. 

"They're just over the horizon. I saw them as I came over the hill on my way home. Now hurry up." 

So right away Johnny goes to the fridge and gets a coke and grabs some snacks from the pantry. He sits down in 
the family room and resumes playing his Nintendo. After a while, the father calls down to him. 

"I thought I told you to get out there and cut that grass!" 

"OK Dad, I'll get right to it!" 

About 10 minutes go by and Johnny is deep into his video game. 

"Son", we hear, "are you going to cut that grass or not?" 

"OK Dad, just a minute, I'll do it." 

Some more time passes and the father calls out again. 

Johnny says, "OK Dad, I'm almost done here." 

Now the father is angry, and he comes down stairs. 

"Son, I thought I told you to get out and cut the grass! What are you doing?" 

The son says, "OK Dad, just one more round of this game." 

Now the father is furious. 

The first thing he does is take away Johnny's coke. 

"Hey, what are you doing dad?" Johnny says. 

Then the father takes away the snacks. 

"Dad, that's my snack! Where are you going with my snack?" 

The father says, "Now what was it I told you to do?" 

"T'll do it, Dad! I'm gonna do it!" says Johnny. 

Then the father turns off the Nintendo. 

"Hey Dad, I was almost done!" 

Then the father takes a scissors and cuts the plug off the Nintendo! 

"DAD! Johnny cries, you ruined my Nintendo!" 

"You're not going back to that, son." his dad answers. 

Then the father, still furious, grabs hold of the son and begins to shake him, quite violently. 

"OK, Dad, I'll cut the grass, I'll do it, I'll do it. Stop shaking me, you're hurting me, Dad!" 

Johnny is getting really scared. 

Then the father gets his paddle and whips his son to the point of tears. He does this so that he won't ever have to do 
it again. 

"Son, I told you what to do, and you keep ignoring me. You seem to forget just who I AM." 

By this time, Johnny is crying, I'm sorry, Dad. I'm sorry. I'll do it. I'll cut the grass. I'm sorry dad!" 

When the father is satisfied that Johnny has been punished enough, he puts away the paddle. Then He goes and gets 
a Kleenex and wipes away Johnny's tears. This father loves his son very deeply and does not stay angry for long. 
"OK Son, now let's get that grass cut. Look, you can see the storm clouds already." 
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As Johnny goes outside, his father gets out the fuel can and gasses up the lawnmower. The father even starts the 
mower and hands it to his son. Johnny quickly finishes the grass with his father helping him in the rough spots. 


Now of course the Father stands for God and the son, Johnny is the church. 
The snacks and drinks are the comfortable lifestyle. 

Inside the house speaks of inside the 4 walls of the church. 

The Nintendo is all the worldly distractions that keep us from God's purposes. 
The Grass is the harvest field, and the gasoline is the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The coming storm is the Wrath of God upon this world! 


Part B Why Judgment 

There are two issues here. Why Judgment on the House of God and Why Judgment must begin at the house of God. 
Why Judgment on the House of God? 

The Lord goes to great lengths in his word to spell this out. Just read Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel applying it to the 
Church instead of Israel and see how accurate it is. 

Why Judgment must begin at the house of God. 

Because we have heard but not done. We have been hearers of the word only. 

Because we have called Him Lord, Lord, and then disobeyed. 

Because we feared the Lord, but served other gods. 

Because we have repented but not fully. 

Because we have been refreshed but not revived. 

Because we have been in the river, but have not gone into the deep. 

Because the Bride has played the Harlot, and has to get back her virginity. 

Because the Lord of the Harvest must first be Lord of the Laborers. 

Because the Church must repent before the World can. 

Because the World must see Jesus in us, or it will never see Jesus till too late. 


Part C What can we expect these judgments to be like? 

Organized Christianity will be shaken to pieces. 

The accuser of the brethren will go all out. Using the worldly media and also using the Church against it self. 
Unprecedented amounts of accusation, envy, jealousy and division. 

The Church will have her sin exposed to the world and become a laughing stock. 

Intense strife and conflict in the Church. 

Increasing persecution by the World. 

Many horrible accusations will come, mostly false but some true and very devastating. 

Many believers will back away or fall away. 

Some Christians will be martyred. 

Many ministries will fall. 

The furnace to be 7 times hotter that in 88-90, when we saw big name ministries fall right and left. 
Increasing signs in the natural reflecting changes in the spiritual. 


Part D The Prophecy 

For the Lord would say to his people: 

The time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: For I am setting my Throne in the midst of my 
people to establish my kingdom on this earth. And That Throne that I set in your midst is a Judgment Seat. The 
Judgment seat of Christ. 

Yea there is Judgment coming to my house, for I shall set my house in order. 

My House must be fitly framed before I can allow it to grow. 

Yea there is Judgment coming but my word says, that when my judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness. 

I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy. 
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A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, 
she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. Shall I bring to the birth, and not 
cause to bring forth? 

Yea the dragon stands before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was 
born. But I say this manchild shall come forth as I have ordained. 

Yea, The enemy shall come in like a flood, but I shall raise up a standard against him. 

Yea, there are many weapons being formed against you, but I say No weapon that is formed against you shall 
prosper;. 

Yea, many tongues shall rise against thee in judgment; but I say thou shall condemn them all. 

When Jesus said to Peter, 'thou are Peter' he pointed at Peter. 

When he said "and on this rock I will build my church" he pointed to Himself. 

Yea the gates of hell are open. They are the doors you have opened by sin. 

Yea the foxes have holes, the gates of hell. They are the holes that the foxes can use to enter my vineyard and spoil 
my vine. 

But I will build my church on this rock - The Lordship of Jesus - and even though the gates of hell are open, and 
even though the hordes of hell flood in, they shall not prevail against you. 

Submit unto God! Come under the Lordship of Jesus, then when you resist the Devil, he will flee. 

Yea the enemy has dug a pit for you, but he shall fall into that very pit himself which he dug. 

Yea the wolf shall come and the sheep will be scattered, but the hireling shall flee, because he is just a hireling. And I 
shall give you true shepherds which shall be men after my own heart. 

Yea Judgment is coming; Zion shall be plowed like a field. but that is how the fallow ground will be broken up. Then 
that fallow ground will receive the seed of my word. And my word shall go forth to the nations. 

This great mountain that man has built in his image will be bought low and humbled. It will become a plain. Then I 
will bring forth the Chief cornerstone, the Headstone. and He that believeth shall not be ashamed. 

Yea my hand shall lay the foundation and my hand shall finish the work and the glory of the latter house shall be 
greater than that of the former house. 

You have said show us the Father and that will be sufficient, and I say the time cometh, when I shall no more speak 
unto you in proverbs, but I shall show you plainly of the Father. 

For whom the Father loveth he chasteneth, and if ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for this 
coming Judgment is for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 

Yea this Judgment that is coming to my house shall be grievous: nevertheless afterward it shall yield the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness to my people. 

For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations yet will I not make a full end 
of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished. 

Behold I have told you these things before hand so that when you see them come to pass, you will believe. 

And when you see these things begin to happen, look up for your redemption draweth near. 
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A Covenant With Death 


Bill Somers 


Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in 
Jerusalem. 

Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at 
agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: 
for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: (Isaiah 
28:14-15) 


My earliest understanding of this passage was to relate it to the teaching on the Pre-Trib Rapture. 
This was based on the phrase: when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come 
unto us. The interpretation is that the overflowing scourge speaks of the tribulation judgments, and the 
speakers confidence that it shall not come unto us is based on the idea that we will be 'raptured' out, 
and thus escape these judgments. The people Jerusalem, speaks of the church, and the scornful men 
are the leadership. The four elements given as reasons are parallel expressions that speak of false 
teachings. 


1. A covenant with death 

2. An agreement with hell 

3. A refuge of lies, and 

4. A hiding place under falsehood. 


Now no one actually says that they have made a covenant with death, etc., this is God's way of 
describing their teachings. 


So it is because of the false teaching of the pre-trib rapture that the scornful men have confidence in 
escaping judgment. Even though Peter writes: 


For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at 
us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? (1 Peter 4:17) 


Are we seeking to escape the judgments that must come on the house of God and also to escape the 
end time judgments that must come on the world? 


My current understanding of this passage is that it has a much wider application. First it can apply just 
as well to those who do not teach the pre-trib rapture. Those who say in effect, that when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us because we are God's end time 
people and we will be protected through all this. This is also seeking to escape the judgments that 
must come on the house of God. 

Second, this passage applies to the religious system in general. That is: the scornful men who rule by 
means of false teachings is a depiction of the religious system and a religious spirit in action. 


And that the Religious system itself is a covenant with death. 


Who are the scornful? Those who find fault with other ministries and denominations. That operate in a 
religious spirit thinking that they are right and that everyone else is wrong. Those who have no thought 
to maintain unity of the spirit, as Ephesians instructs us. 


Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:3) 
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What about the scornful? In proverbs we read: 


A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that 
understandeth. (Proverbs 14:6) 


This tells me that the scornful attitude is most likely to produce false teaching, being unable to find 
wisdom. Psalms tells us: 


Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. Psalm 1:1 


Sitting in the seat speaks of passing judgment on others. This is the scornful man, always critical of 
others. The verse here tells us that this man is going to miss a blessing. What blessing? The blessing 
is mentioned in Psalm 133 


A Song of degrees of David. Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity! 

It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even 
Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 

As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. (Psalms 133:1-3) 


Now how can we characterize false teachings as a covenant with death? 


If you claim to follow the guidance of the scriptures in all things, and your teaching ‘lines up with the 
word’, then you have made a covenant with death. 


Does this sound pretty radical? Well the clue to this is right in the scriptures themselves. For the 
scriptures, that is, the law, is the instrument of death. 


Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the 
children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his 
countenance; which glory was to be done away: (2 Corinthians 3:6-7) 


The letter killeth. It is the ministration of death. Depending strictly on the letter of the law then becomes 
your covenant with death. 
If you are under the law, you are in a covenant with death. 


But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (Galatians 5:18) 


Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you 
things to come. (John 16:13) 


Without the spirit of truth to give you understanding of the word, then your own interpretations will be 
full of errors. The lies, errors and falsehoods are no less than doctrines of demons. That's why they are 
described as an agreement with hell. 


Now do we find ourselves agreeing here, saying, that's right. That's what those religious types are 
like? 


Or are we applying this to ourselves. Saying oh my, that's what we are like. 
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Romans warns us of this: 


Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, 

And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed 
out of the law; 

And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in 
darkness, 

An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of 
the truth in the law. 

Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a 
man should not steal, dost thou steal? (Romans 2:17-21) 


Are we the scornful ones, doing exactly what we accuse others of? 
Luke warns us of this also: 


Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine 
eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, 
cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the 
mote that is in thy brother's eye. (Luke 6:42) 


It's the easiest thing of all for a Christian to see the speck in his brothers eye, but to pull it out is 
another matter. 


Revelation warns us as well: 


Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked 

| counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

As many as l love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. (Revelation 
3:17-19) 


How are we going to repent if we are unwilling to admit that we are the Laodiceans? Without faith, it is 
impossible to please God. Let's judge ourselves for all we like sheep have gone astray. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


A Few Looks At Pentecost 


Bill Somers 


Lately | have been writing about Passover, now it's time to take a look at Pentecost. And | mean to 
take several looks here to bring out several meanings and to illustrate a point. 


The single most important thing the Lord has taught me about bible interpretation is that there is often 
more than one correct interpretation of a bible topic or passage. 


So we're going to give you several views of Pentecost here. We're not going into great depth, these 
will just be sketches of possible teachings. They will all be diverse and all correct. And some are more 
correct that others, whatever that might mean. 


Bible Texts on Pentecost 
Exodus 19 - 20 

Exodus 23 - 24 

Exodus 32 

Exodus 34 

Leviticus 23 

Acts 2 

Pentecost Basics 


The basic ordinance of Pentecost is found in Leviticus 23:15-21. Starting the day after the Feast Of 
First Fruits, which is the 16th Aviv a.k.a. Nisan, 50 days are counted off. The 50th day is the day of the 
feast. Since 7 weeks must pass it is also called Feast of Weeks, and Shavuot in Hebrew. 


Historically this is the day that Israel received the Law from God on Mt. Sinai. They traveled 47 days 
from the Red Sea crossing and camped at Sinai. On the third day after this, The Lord came down on 
the mountain as recorded in Exodus 19. 


On the feast of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit descended upon the gathered 
disciples as Jesus foretold. This is considered the beginning of the church and the church age. 


Now here are some of the interpretations. 
1. The Law and the Lawyer 


This one is from Ralph Mahoney who notes that the Law was given at the first Pentecost and the 
Lawyer at the time of Acts 2. The Holy Spirit being the paraclete, advisor, lawyer, teacher etc. So that 
before under the law we had only the strictness of the law. But now under the New Testament we have 
a lawyer to help us. 


2. Betrothal of the Bride 


This view sees the first Pentecost as one where the law was given to serve as a marriage contract, 
and that it represents the betrothal of Israel as the bride of the Lord. The giving of the Holy Spirit in 
acts 2 must therefore represent the betrothal of the church as the bride of Christ. There are several 
directions you can take it from here, some pointing to a future fulfillment at the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb. 


3. Rejection of God's Voice 


Here we note that when Israel first arrived at Mt. Sinai God gave them the ten commandments by 
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speaking to them. But they couldn't stand to hear his voice and begged Moses to hear from God for 
them. 


Ex 20:19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God 
speak with us, lest we die. 


So God then gave them the Law written in stone. In doing this they rejected the path of direct 
communication with God and chose to use an intermediary. In other words they chose to be under the 
law rather than hear from God for themselves. 


4. The Law, the Spirit and the Covenant 


This view sees the Law as the covenant with the Old Testament saints, and the Spirit as the covenant 
with the New Testament saints. But it does not consider or discuss the question of the bride. 


5. The Covenant, the Promise and the Payoff 


This view sees that the Law is a sign of the Old Testament or Old Covenant, and the Spirit is a sign of 
the New Testament or New Covenant. And further since that Spirit is called the ‘earnest of the spirit’ 
there must be a future fulfillment of the giving of the Spirit. The word used for earnest is also translated 
‘pledge’. In other words it is a token of good faith or a down payment. This then must to point to a time 
when there is a full payment or a completion of the Promise of the Father. 


2 Co 1:22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 


2 Co 5:5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given 
unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 


6. Death under the Law, Life under the Spirit 


This approach takes the approach of #4 and adds depth to it. It notes that at the giving of the Law, it 
was immediately broken by Israel and consequently 3 thousand of them died. [You can also see an 
illustration of how it's impossible to keep the law, as it was broken as soon as it was received.] 


Ex 32:25 And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them 
naked unto their shame among their enemies:) 

26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD'S side? let 
him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 

27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword 
by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man 
his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour. 

28 And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the 
people that day about three thousand men. 


And this is the exact number that are saved in Acts 2. 


Ac 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand souls. 


So this entire story is an illustration of another scripture. 


2 Co 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but 
of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 


7. God Coming Down with Great Noise and Fire 


This view looks at how the Lord came down on Sinai with smoke and fire at the first Pentecost. This is 
the initial instance. 


Ex 19:16 J And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders 
and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding 
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loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. 

17 And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood 
at the nether part of the mount. 

18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it 
in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly. 


Secondly we compare that to the mighty rushing wind and tongues of fire in Acts 2. 


Ac 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. 

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them. 


8. From First Fruits to End Time Harvest 


Here we note that the counting of the homer begins at the feast of first fruits. At that time a sheaf of the 
first ripe grain is waved before the Lord. 50 days later two loaves of bread made from the first fruit 
grain are waved before the Lord. The first sheaf of grain speaks of the souls saved in the New 
Testament Church. The loaves prophesy of the multitudes saved in the End Time Harvest. 


9. Prophecy of Judgment and Harvest 


This view looks only at acts 2. Here we note Peter quotes Joel and the two main topics are the 
outpouring of the spirit and the day of wrath. 


Ac 2:16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 

19 And | will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and 
fire, and vapour of smoke: 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and 
notable day of the Lord come: 

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. 


His preaching produces great repentance and many are saved. So this entire story is a partial 
fulfillment of Joel 2:28 and also a prophecy of End Time Events involving the same elements on a 
global scale. 


10. What it takes for effective preaching. 


Here we look strictly at Peter's sermon for a lesson in what kind of preaching is needed for effective 
soul winning. 


Ac 2:37 J Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 


11. The two sets of Stone Tables. 


In this one we point out that there was a second set of stone tablets that The Lord gave Moses to 
replace the first ones that were broken. These were kept in the ark. 


Ex 34:28 And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat 
bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten 
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commandments. 


So we can say that the new tablets prophesy of a New Covenant to come. The first tablets were 
broken as soon as Moses come down from the Mountain the first time. 


12. The Fire of God 


This approach concentrates on God's manifesting as fire. At Mt. Sinai we see the Lord coming as 
Fire. 


Ex. 19:18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended 
upon it in fire 


In Acts 2 we see him coming upon the saints as tongues of fire. 


Ac 2:3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each 
of them. 


The giving of the Spirit in the form of tongues of fire can be seen as giving each one a measure or 
portion of the Spirit. Thus it's a partial fulfillment of Joel. 


Joe 2:28 J And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions: 

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my 
Spirit. 


The complete fulfillment of Joel will involve giving the Spirit without measure. John the Baptist, 
mentions this notion of 'Spirit without measure' when speaking of Jesus' anointing in John 3 


John 3:34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto him. 


For another picture of the End Time Revival and fulfillment of Pentecost we can look to 1 Kings. The 
fire falling on Mt. Carmel for Elijah's sacrifice to the Lord. 


1Ki 18:38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, 
and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is 
the God; the LORD, he is the God. 


Malachi describes it thusly. 


Mal 3:1 J Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 

2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for 
he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 
righteousness. 


It's also mentioned in Isaiah. 


Isa 33:14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who 
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting 
burnings? 

15 He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of 
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from 
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; 
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Luke speaks of the baptism of Fire in Luke 3. 


Lu 3:16 John answered, saying unto them all, | indeed baptize you with water; but one 
mightier than | cometh, the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 


And in Hebrews there is a long passage that alludes to the first Pentecost at Sinai, and the old 
covenant. And then leads right into a discussion of the new covenant, ending with mention of the all 
consuming fire like that of Elijah, Isaiah and Malachi. 


Heb 12:18 J For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned 
with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard 
intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 

20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast 
touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, | exceedingly fear and quake:) 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and 
to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that 
spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh 
from heaven: 

26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more | 
shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 

27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, 
as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 

28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 

29 For our God is a consuming fire. 
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The Dial of Ahaz 


Bill Somers 


And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that he hath spoken: 
shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees? 2 Kings 20:9 


Question: 
What is the significance of having the shadow go back 10 degrees on the dial of Ahaz? 


Simple answer: Hezekiah is looking for a sign, a miracle. Having the shadow go forward or down 10 degrees wouldn't be 
a miracle. It would be natural. Having it go back would be a miracle! 


But still, what is the Spiritual Significance of having it go back 10 degrees. 
If you read carefully in Il Kings you'll find that it says it went back 10 degrees from which it had gone down. 


And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the LORD: and he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which it 
had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 2 Kings 20:11 


Now the shadow on a sundial goes up for a while and then it begins to go down. This tracks the activity of the sun. First 
it comes up and then it begins to go down. OK When exactly does it begin to go down? When it passes high noon! 
Obvious? 


So Hezekiah's sign is that the shadow goes back to high noon. So the sun goes back to high noon. At that point, 
directly overhead, the shadow disappears! 


So putting on our spiritual ears to hear with we see that the sign speaks of a restoration of the light. Since Jesus Christ 
is the Light, and the light is at it maximum or its fullness at high noon, what does this mean? It means the fullness of the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, in whom there is no shadow [of turning.]! Does that idea have any impact on you? 


Also consider this. 10 is the number of the Law. That is, the word of God. Now we know Jesus is the Word of God, So 
this mention of 10 degrees speaks of restoring the rule of God's Law. Or it speaks of Revealing the Word as Contained in 
the Law. In the book of Revelation we see God reveals himself. No man is worthy but Jesus is shown opening the scroll 
which represents the Word of God. So we see that Jesus reveals Himself, the Word of God. That's The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 


Next, what is this sign a sign of? What is the purpose of having this sign, what does it point to? 
It is a sign that the Lord will do the thing that he has spoken. I. E. fulfill his word. 


Well Old King Hezekiah asked for a sign that he would be healed. The prophet Isaiah could have said something cute 
like "You'll feel better when the pain goes away!" But instead He asked the King to make a choice. Should the shadow 
go down or back up? It would have been enough of a sign to have the pain go away and feel better. But the rest of the 
story is the second part of the Kings question. What shall be the sign that I'll be healed and Go up into the House of the 
Lord on the Third day.? 


What does the healing mean? 


And more importantly what does going up to the House of the Lord mean?, 
And what does on the third day mean? 


The answers are interrelated and hard to separate. The healing and the third day are mentioned in Hosea 6. 


Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up. 

After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he 
shall come unto us as the rain, as the /atter and former rain unto the earth. Hosea 6:1-3 


The latter rain is what brings the harvest! 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Here Hosea speaks of healing and revival. And it all happens on the third day. The Harvest comes on the Third Day. 
The Third Day is the Millenium. 


It is a common mistake to assume that the millenium begins after Jesus returns and brings peace.. It begins just before. 
One parallel to the millenium in scripture is the reign of King Solomon. His kingdom was established during a time of Civil 
War in Israel, peace came later. Likewise Jesus' Kingdom is going to be established during a time of Civil War in the 
Church, and peace will come at his return. In 2 Kings 11 read the story of queen Athaliah. a clear type of Satan. She 
ruled the land for 6 years and in the 7th year the true heir was crowned king in the temple while she still ruled in the city 
outside. Then she was overthrown. The seventh year speaks of the Millenium. Likewise Jesus will build and occupy his 
temple at the beginning of the millenium and then return physically to overthrow Satan. See The Third Day in Prophecy 


House of the Lord is His Church. 


And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 

And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:2-3 


In this case Isaiah is saying the temple or church will be built in the last days. 
The House is not yet built. 


Next realize that the House is not yet built. But the Lord will give us a sign that we can go up on the third day. And that’s 
because He will build it at that time. 


There is a certain sense in which it is impossible to go up to the House of the Lord. That is you can't go there till the 
place gets built. Just as we cannot say we rejoice in the unity of the brethren. There is no unity of the brethren. Not 
today, not yet. 


In the figurative terms God uses in the bible, the unity of the brethren, the church is the same as the assembling of the 
Body of Christ and the same as the building of the temple. All the many, many passages that talk about building the 
tabernacle or the temple are speaking about the Church. 


Now the church is not in unity because it's members are not in submission to the Lordship of Jesus. Speaking of the 
Body, we can say that the members are not rightly connected, not in their proper place and not holding fast to the head. 
So the parts of the body do not respond instantly to the commands that come from the head. Speaking of the temple, we 
can Say it is not yet built because the foundation is not yet laid. The foundation is the Lordship of Jesus who is the head 
stone. The head of many living stones. The temple is not built because the son of man has not a place where to lay his 
head, the head stone. 


But God gave Hezekiah a sign that he would do what he promised. 

The meaning of that sign points to a sign that God will give us in these later days. 

And that is The Revelation of Jesus Christ! 

The sign is a sign that God will confirm his Covenant. That he will do what he said he would do. 

This sign that God will fulfill his word, the prophetic scriptures is connected with the healing and the restoration of the 
church. This happens on the third day. This must take place during the millenium. After two days he will heal us, on the 
third day he will raise us up. 

Hezekiah's illness parallels the tearing and the smiting of Hosea 6:1-3. 

It is the judgment on the church that comes first. Then we will have redemption and restoration. This is the healing. 
The Illness Hezekiah comes right after the Assyrian invasion of Judah and siege of Jerusalem. When the Lord hears 
Judah's cries for help and comes and devastates the Assyrian host. This is also an allegory of the judgment and 


redemption process. The Assyrian Host is like the Hordes of Hell! 


" ... When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 
Isaiah 59:19 
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An almost parallel passage is found in Matthew 16, here the Rock is Jesus the Headstone of the Church. 


And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. Matt 16:78 


The judgment and redemption process is a common theme all through the book of Isaiah. You can find it beginning with 
Isaiah 1:27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. And it is especially in Chap 28 & 
29. See Lessons from The Duck Yard 


Is it any wonder that He begins Chapter 40 with the words Comfort Ye My People? And end it with the famous passage 
- But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. Isaiah 40:31! This is what it means to be healed and 
to be able to go up unto the house of the Lord. 


Surely this is a description of the Church Redeemed and flowing in Full Revival! 


To sum up what we've said so far, the Revelation of Jesus Christ will be a sign that God is about to Build his temple and 
bring in the great end time harvest of souls. 


So now what is the sign of the Revelation of Jesus Christ? Or what are the signs? How will we know that this is 
happening? 


Look back in the book of Revelation. We said that Jesus opening the scroll is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. What 
happens after each seal is broken, one by one? Great Judgments come forth. 


Look in Psalm 9 


The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. 
... Ps 9:16 


It says the Lord is known by the judgments. That is one of the ways He reveals Himself, through judgments. And these 
judgments are redemptive. They will bring the Latter Rain, and The Great Harvest. Isaiah 29 says: 


With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will | seek thee early: for when thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. Isaiah 26:9 


So God's Judgments in the Earth are a sign of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. And a sign He is confirming His Covenant 
and fulfilling scriptures. A sign that He is about to keep his promises. 


And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh. Luke 21:28 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Alas Poor Ahab 
by Bill Somers 


September 13, 1998 

| usually go out each morning to pick up a newspaper and coffee. This morning's headline told of continued defiance on 
the part of the White House. As soon as | saw it, | began to tremble in my spirit. | was reminded of another case where a 
ruler had expressed some remorse, but did make a true or lasting repentance. 


The story of King Ahab and all that went on during his reign takes up quite a few chapters in the bible. More space is 
devoted to him, because of end time significance, than to any of the other kings that followed after the death of Solomon. 
One thing often overlooked is that the Lord spent a great deal of time and effort in dealing with Ahab. At one point, Anab 
is even brought to humble himself in repentance! 


| Kings 21: 

20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, | have found thee: 
because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD. 

21 Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, ...." 


Here the prophet Elijah has brought a word of judgment against Ahab and his kingdom. 


27 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his 
flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly. 

28 And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 

29 Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? because he humbleth himself before me, | will not 
bring the evil in his days: but in his son's days will | bring the evil upon his house.1 Kings 21: 20 -29 


And here we see that the Lord has delayed the judgment somewhat because of Ahab's humbling himself. Note that the 
scripture does not say that he repented or that he called upon the Lord for mercy. In fact he went right back to his old 
ways shortly thereafter. Because of this the Lord brought personal judgment on Ahab and when he was out of the way 
brought further judgment on Israel. 


1 Kings 22: 
1 And they continued three years without war between Syria and Israel. 
2 And it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel. 


Here Ahab is about to go to war against Syria, whom the Lord has allowed him to beat in the past. But this time it is to 
be his undoing. 


5 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, | pray thee, at the word of the LORD to day. 

6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall 
| go against Ramothgilead to battle, or shall | forbear? And they said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it into 
the hand of the king. 
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7 And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the LORD besides, that we might enquire of him? 


The reason Jehoshaphat has to ask twice for a word from a prophet of the Lord, is that Ahab is calling on his prophets, 
the prophets of Baal. So now we hear from a true prophet, Micaiah. 


14 And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will | speak. 

15 So he came to the king. And the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against Ramothgilead to battle, 
or shall we forbear? And he answered him, Go, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the 
king. 

16 And the king said unto him, How many times shall | adjure thee that thou tell me nothing but that which is 
true in the name of the LORD? 


Here Ahab rebukes Micaiah even though he has spoken exactly what the others have said! And then Micaiah drops the 
sarcasm and tells what is really about to happen. 


17 And he said, upon the hills, | saw all Israel scattered as sheep that have not a shepherd: and the LORD 
said, These have no master: let them return every man to his house in peace. 
18 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did | not tell thee that he would prophesy no good 


concerning me, but evil? 
19 And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the 


host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left. 
20. And the LORD said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? .... " 


That is the Lord has set up king Ahab to take a fall when he foolishly goes to war against Syria. And then to bring chaos 
and confusion to Israel afterward, for it says / saw all Israel scattered ...." 


Our Syria may well be Iraq. A recent news item stated that the United States has informed it's major allies that it will 
expect their support in case it decides to launch an attack against Iraq this coming October. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Altar of Sacrifice 
Arlette Pollard and Bill Somers 


Altar of Sacrifice 
Arlette Pollard 


"| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind; that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God." Romans 12:1-2 


Several days ago the Lord woke me up several times during the same evening, starting around one 
o'clock until early into the morning. Each time He would wake me up | was shown the same vision. 
What | was shown was an altar that was made of stone. It was located out in a remote countryside, on 
a hill, surrounded by various sized bushes, and trees. 


Each time | was awakened | was shown another detail of the altar scenario. The first time | was 
awakened what | was shown was an altar that sat on a level section at the top of a hill. Though | saw an 
entire mountain scene, it was the altar that was the predominate object of focus. The first time | woke 
up | was aware that this was the location where altar sacrifices were performed. So | looked around to 
see what was to be sacrificed, nothing appeared. 


The next time | was awakened, even though | never saw any people, it seemed that | was looking 
through the eyes of someone as they made the climb up the hillside to the altar. | saw the ground they 
walked on; | saw the path they followed. | knew they had a definite purpose in climbing the mountain. 
The person whose eyes | seemed to be looking through, | was made to understand, that he knew the 
altar awaited him at the top of the mountain. There was some anxiety that | felt as | knew he was 
questioning, wondering what was to happen at the altar. When he made it to the altar, | found that | 
was looking through his eyes as he searched the area for a sacrifice. He knew there was to be a 
sacrifice, but couldn’t seem to locate it. He looked in the bushes, everywhere, but there was no 
sacrifice. 


The next time | woke up, the people, where at the top of the hill looking upon the altar, they were still 
looking around, searching for something. It seemed to me that they were becoming anxious as they 
looked for the sacrifice. Not that they doubted there was a sacrifice, just that they were anxious to find 
the sacrifice. | seemed to move with them as they continued the search through the bushes, and 
remembered how they kept looking to the altar itself, as if they expected a sacrifice to be laid out upon 
the altar. 


| would be awakened two more times that night, and the vision was the same. Except the last two 
times, were just glimpses of the altar. | knew the altar was ready, the people were ready, but that there 
was no sacrifice. No one seemed to doubt that there was to be a sacrifice, just that it hadn’t appeared 
yet. 


The next morning as | was getting ready to meet two fellow intercessors for a day of worship and 
intercession | was shown the same vision. The altar, the people waiting for the sacrifice to appear. 


Later that day as | met with two other intercessors, one of the intercessors, who also moves into 
visions, without my telling her anything about the altar vision, started to describe the vision | had been 
given the night before. She described it in perfect detail, we both seemed to sense it was 
representative of Abraham and Isaac. Father and son. | said something about how we were to wait for 
understanding, to wait before we moved into prayer, because what was supposed to be laid on the 
altar hadn’t appeared yet. But she immediately said, no, the word from God was that it was all about 
obedience. She said this three times, that it was all about obedience. She said that she saw that there 
was the older man, who was the Father, and she saw that he was carrying a lamb that had been slain 
in his arms. The lamb had been sacrificed. His obedience had been the sacrifice. 
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Earlier that morning while getting dressed, when | had seen the altar, the Lord had spoken these 
words to me, that it was about obedience, and sacrifice. | hadn't really thought these words applied to 
the vision, until the other intercessor spoke out the word that she had received from the Lord. 


A few days ago, | was shown the altar again, along with the rest of the mountaintop background 
scenery. Except this time | knew that what was supposed to be placed upon the altar, had already 
been placed there, and the sacrifice had been completed. In this vision | was now seeing the light of 
God’s presence shining upon and within the altar. The urgency, the expectation was gone. | felt a 
peace, freedom, joy and hope. | was shown the altar where a sacrifice had been laid out and 
performed, but what was a new addition to the vision, was that | sensed that there had been a fire that 
surrounded the altar that had burnt up and consumed the sacrifice. A fire of purification had burned 
with so much heat that not even the ashes from the sacrifice remained. All that remained was the glory 
of God’s presence shining within and upon the altar. 


| would see this vision several times that evening. This time | was with another intercessor and we both 
began to experience the presence of the Lord strongly, flowing throughout our bodies. His presence 
seemed to be moving us past seeing in the natural, to seeing, or sensing another depth of spiritual 
reality. We saw the world around us, the buildings, the people, but they seemed to disappear in 
importance, the world seemed to be more of a backdrop to the presence of God who was moving us 
into visions. 


Each time that | would see the altar, the altar where God’s presence seemed shining upon it, within, a 
great joy welled up within me. | couldn’t seem to suppress the joy and so | laughed. When | laughed it 
felt as if joy was an emotion that moved through every vein within my body, from my toes to the top of 
my head. Each time | laughed the joy was released so that it made it impossible for me to not continue 
laughing. God would keep showing me the altar, the altar where the sacrifice had been consumed, 
where His presence was the fulfillment of the burnt sacrifice and my joy would be increased. The joy 
that led to laughing increased in power and flowed steadily through my body each time | was shown 
the altar. This continued for over an hour. 


Later my friend and | would pray that the fire of God’s purification would come down from heaven. We 
prayed for the fire to burn off the dross within His children’s lives. That the fire would consume 
anything, any thoughts, actions that would take them from Jesus. We prayed for the baptism of fire to 
fall upon the church. We prayed that God’s children would be released from anything that kept them in 
bondage to the world. Freedom, the joy of the Lord, and the Baptism of Fire so that God’s Bride stood 
reflecting the glory of His presence to the world. 


"For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous." Romans 5:19 


"And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name. That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth. And that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 
Philippians 2:8-11 


"John answered, saying unto them all, | indeed baptize you with water: but one mightier 
than | cometh, the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire." Luke 3:16 


Altar of Sacrifice Pt. 2 
Bill Somers 


Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren. (1 John 3:16 KJV) 


In the account of the vision of the altar, Arlette says "When | had seen the altar, the Lord had spoken 
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these words to me, that it was about obedience, and sacrifice". Farther down she has this to say: 


Later my friend and | would pray that the fire of God’s purification would come down from 
heaven. We prayed for the fire to burn off the dross within His children’s lives. That the fire 
would consume anything, any thoughts, actions that would take them from Jesus. We 
prayed for the baptism of fire to fall upon the church. We prayed that God’s children would 
be released from anything that kept them in bondage to the world. Freedom, the joy of the 
Lord, and the Baptism of Fire so that God’s Bride stood reflecting the glory of His presence 
to the world. 


With that in mind | offer these comments on another Altar of Sacrifice that we find in scripture, that of 
Elijah. 


Here is the text from first Kings telling the story of Elijah's Altar of Sacrifice and what followed. 


1 Kings 18: 

30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came 
near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench 
about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, 
and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 
34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it 
the third time. And they did it the third time. 

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the 
prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known 
this day that thou art God in Israel, and that | am thy servant, and that I have done all 
these things at thy word. 

37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, 
and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and 
the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is 
the God; the LORD, he is the God. 

40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And 
they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there. 
41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of 
abundance of rain. 

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he 
cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, 

43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, 
and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. 

44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little 
cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy 
chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 

45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. 

46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before 
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 


Now we're going to point out some things about this passage starting at the end and proceeding to 
the beginning. 


The two key points here are that Elijah outran Ahab's chariot [v46] and that there was a great rainfall 
[v45]. 
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The significance of Elijah outrunning the chariot can be seen by stringing together a couple verses 
relating to it. 


Joshua 3:15 And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the 
priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all 
his banks all the time of harvest, ) 


And: 


Jeremiah 12:5 If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how 
canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they 
wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? 


You can see in the verse from Jeremiah 12 that what Elijah has done here is contend with the horses. 
The horses of Ahab's chariot. Not only did he contend or compete with them, he outran them even 
after they had a tremendous head start. 


In the structure of the quote from Jeremiah, the Lord is making an analogy. Here is how it boils down. 
Running with footmen compares to competing against horses as a time of peace [land of peace 
means peace in the land] compares to the swelling of Jordan. You would think he would compare it to 
a time of war. But he compares it to the swelling of Jordan. In the quote from Joshua, we see that the 
swelling [flooding] of Jordan comes at harvest time. So this is telling us two things. First, Elijah's 
supernatural empowerment to out run horses is connected with the idea of Harvest Time, and the 
Harvest Time may be a time of war. Notice he says peace, wherein thou trustedst. In harvest time you 
can't trust in peace, or horses and chariots, only in the LORD. 


And of course, you can figure that all this is pointing to the End Time Harvest. 
(Matthew 13:39) ...the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 


In verse 45, there is mention of great rain. The background to the whole story of Elijah's sacrifice is 
found one chapter back in 1 Kings 17. 


(1 Kings 17:1)And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto 
Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom | stand, there shall not be dew nor 
rain these years, but according to my word. 


Elijah had declared that there would be no rain in Israel. [The drought lasted 3 and a half years.] No 
rain means no crops, no food or water and famine in the land; no harvest. Rain coming will reverse all 
that. So rain itself speaks of Harvest time. In the context of End Time Harvest, it speaks of a special 
type of coming of the Lord or presence of the Lord, known in prophetic jargon as The Latter Rain. The 
term comes from Hosea 6, where two days signify the so called church, and the third day refers to the 
Millennium or Kingdom Age. The key phrase is in verse 3: he shall come unto us as the rain. 


Hosea 6: 

1-Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in 
his sight. 

3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth. 


If you look closely at Hosea 6: 1-3 here, you can see a pattern or sequence set out. 


A. Return to the Lord. 
B. He will revive us. 
C. He will bring Harvest. 


A similar pattern, but much more elaborate, can be seen in the passage telling of Elijah's sacrifice. 


1. Elijah calls the people back to the Lord, [repentance] 
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2. Elijah calls down fire, [revival] 
3. Elijah announces the coming of rain [harvest]. 


What's interesting are the details of how Elijah prepares the altar and the effects of the fire. 


In those days the people of Israel had been led into worship of Baal. Elijah's sacrifice was a contest 
between The Lord and Baal. 'Baal' is a word that means "lord" but it does not refer to the True Lord, 
Jehovah or JHWH. It's like the word 'Allah' which means 'God' but does not refer to the Real God but a 
false or substitute God. [An anti-christ as it were.] 


Since we're looking at this from an End Time Prophetic viewpoint, let's look at Who Is Israel. There is 
a great deal of squabbling and disputing going on today over this question, with various factions of the 
church staking claim to one viewpoint or another. 


If you consult a dictionary, you almost always find multiple definitions with multiple meanings under 
each one. Shouldn't we be mature enough to allow the possibility that God can use multiple meanings 
in his word? 


Is-ra-el 
1. Bible. a. In the Old Testament, Jacob. b. The descendants of Jacob. 


2. Judaism. The Hebrew people, past, present, and future, regarded as the chosen people 
of God by virtue of the covenant of Jacob. 


Is-ra-el 


1. An ancient kingdom of Palestine founded by Saul c. 1025 B.C. After 933 it split into the 
Northern Kingdom, or kingdom of Israel, and the kingdom of Judah to the south. Israel was 
overthrown by the Assyrians in 721. 


2. Abbr. Isr. A country of southwest Asia on the eastern Mediterranean Sea. 


Here we see two bible definitions, a religious definition, and two political/historic definitions. There 
are also prophetic or typological definitions. In Romans 9-11 the bible goes into great detail on this 
subject. Let me offer several simple definitions, any or all of which can fit how "Israel" is used 
prophetically in the Bible. 


Israel is: 

1. God's people in general, for all time. 

2. God's people in the church of today. 

3. God's people in the country of Israel today. 

4. God's people, who have been called out from other nations to be separated to him. Regardless of 
race or national origin. 

And from this definition, it therefore also means: 

5. The United States of America. 


For this discussion, our primary application is #2 the church of today. Now just as Israel in the days of 
Elijah worshipped Baal, The church of today is caught up in the worship of Mammon, i.e. material 
success or the world's system. And we find this reflected in the 'church' system. 


We all claim to be looking for Harvest, sinners getting saved, but if we look at the patterns outlined 
above, we see that repentance and revival must come first. 


So what did Elijah do? 


31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 


The 12 stones stand for the 12 tribes that Israel was divided into. For us they stand for the far greater 
number of denominations, movements and camps the church is divided into. What does the bible 
have to say about that? 
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1 Corinthians 1: 

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house 
of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. 


Note also this phrase in verse 31: Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel 
shall be thy name. The change of Jacob's name to Israel is a prophetic type of the transition that will 
come upon ‘today's church’ changing it from a worldly 'Jacob' mentality to a Godly ‘Israel’ mentality 
befitting those who are really God's people. And it is the "Word of the Lord" that came to him and 
declared that. So who is the "Word of the Lord" but Jesus, who's coming as the refiners fire and then 
the latter rain will bring this about. 


Next, Elijah puts on wood and cuts up the sacrifice and puts the pieces on the wood. What is this 
flesh put on the altar? Here's a clue. 


Romans 12: 

1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 


The flesh on the altar has to be our flesh. 


Then Elijah pours on 12 barrels of water, scarce in times of drought. This speaks of a very thorough 
repentance, accompanied by many tears. Here's an example of a woman, a type of the church or 
bride, offering tears of repentance. 


Luke 7: 

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 
meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 

38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and 
did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the 
ointment. 


Then Elijah calls on the Lord to come. 


38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and 
the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 


The fire of God has burnt it all up! 
Deuteronomy 4:24 For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God. 


Hebrews 12: 

28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 

29 For our God is a consuming fire. 


He is an all consuming fire, and a refiners fire. 


Malachi 3:3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons 
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering 
in righteousness. 


Conclusions 


Now let's make some conclusions. When the fire falls, means His coming as the purifier and refiner of 
his people. Then the flesh on the altar which represents our selves, will be gone [i.e. death to self]. The 
water, which represents our tears of repentance will be gone [i.e. the joy of the Lord]. The stones of the 
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altar which represent the church as we know it today with all its divisions and strife will be gone. All 
that will be left will be the Glory of God. 


39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces .... 


Death to self allows us to put on righteousness and walk in the peace that passes all understanding, 
add in the Joy of the Lord and you have Righteousness, Peace and the Joy of the Holy Ghost, that's 
the Kingdom of God. Then will come the harvest. And the anointing or supernatural empowerment to 
‘content with horses.’ 


(Matthew 13:39) ... the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 


Mark 4: 

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full 
corn in the ear. 

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the 
harvest is come. 


Revelation 14: 

14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son 
of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on 
the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the 
harvest of the earth is ripe. 
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An Everlasting Covenant 
Bill Somers 


The Bible commonly uses differing language at various points to explain or emphasize recurring 
themes. For example a great gathering in of souls is spoken of in one place as a catch of fish, and in 
another place as a harvest of wheat. Both of these are just different figures of speech or metaphors for 
the same thing. 


The many names of God are used in different contexts to bring out aspects of his nature. He is the 
Lord our righteousness, he is our healer, the lord of hosts, our provider and so on. Still all these names 
refer to the same God. And again the church is looked at as the body of Christ, the bride of Christ, a 
vineyard, a tree etc. 


In this article, we will look at the differing ways the bible talks about the Promise. What exactly is the 
promise; how is the promise related to the gospel; what differing aspects of the promise are brought 
out in the way the Bible describes it, and when will be promise be fulfilled? 


The Promise 
In Genesis 12 the Lord makes a multi part promise to Abraham. 


Gen 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed. 


We're going to focus on the final part of that promise, the blessing to all the earth. Galatians 3 makes 
reference to it as follows. 


Ga 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 

8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall 
live by faith. 


Here the meaning of the blessing is spelled out. That God would justify the heathen by faith. Also in 
verse 8, this promise is described as the gospel! [In old testament texts you will find the phrase glad 
tidings. ] 


The gospel, then is a promise to the nations that they would be justified and receive this blessing, if 
they have faith like Abraham. For Abraham believed God and this was accounted as his 
righteousness, verse 6. 


The Kingdom 
In Mathew 24, this promise is clearly linked with the end times. 


Mt 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end come. 


The promise that the nations would be justified is called the gospel of the kingdom. The terms 
‘nations,’ ‘heathen,’ ‘Gentiles,’ and ‘families or tribes of the earth’ all mean the same. In Revelations 
they are spoken of as of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. Today missionaries 
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speak of them as people groups or ethnic groups. And they keep close track of the numbers of 
people groups that have not yet heard the gospel preached. There are some who will tell you that the 
gospel has already been preached throughout the world even as far back as the time of Paul, but the 
missionaries will tell you quite different. And after all that’s their business, they're in a position to know. 


The Rest 
In Hebrews 4 there is another passage relating to the promise that also speaks of the gospel. 


Heb 4:1 

Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it. 

2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As | have sworn in my wrath, if 
they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the 
world. 

4 For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the 
seventh day from all his works. 

5 And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest. 

6 Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first 
preached entered not in because of unbelief: 


Here the gospel is explained as a promise to enter into his rest. ‘Them’ in verse 2 refers to those ‘that 
came out of Egypt by Moses’ [Heb. 3:16]. And in their case the gospel was not received with faith. 
Also the rest is connected to the Sabbath as it mentions the seventh day, when God rested. The 
seventh day, of course, can also refer to the seventh day of God’s week, the millennium or end times, 
as the following scriptures suggest. 


Ps 90:4 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch 
in the night. 


2Pe 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 


So we see the Gospel can be characterized in several ways. 

The Gospel message is a promise of a kingdom to come. 

The Gospel message is a promise of entering into His Rest. 

This promise of entering into His Rest, still waits fulfillment, on the seventh day, the day of rest. 
Heb 4:8 For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of 
another day. 

9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 
Now let’s take a closer look at the idea of rest. 
Ps 132:8 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

There is a popular worship chorus that makes use of the above scripture. It goes like this: 
Oh the glory of your presence 
We your people give you reverence 
Now arise to your rest and be blessed 
By our praise as we glory in your embrace 
As your presence now fills this place. 


Another worship song, Baruch Haba, also draws upon Psalm 132 in its verse: 


Now arise Oh Lord, come to your resting place 
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You and the ark of your might 

and we will rejoice 

as we're clothed with your righteousness 
And celebrate the light. 


The same music company also released a worship music session later which used the same first 
chorus, but for some reason they changed the wording from “Now arise to your rest” to “Now arise 
from your rest.” Perhaps someone thought that it didn’t make any sense to say ‘arise to your rest’ 
because naturally people get up from resting. This comes from a failure to understand that here ‘rest’ 
speaks of a place of rest, not being at rest. So to say arise to your rest means to get up from some 
place or other and go to, or into a place of rest. For example, someone would arise from their sofa 
and go into their bedroom, a place of rest. 


Psalm 132:8 is a prayer to the Lord to rise up from where ever he is and come to his place of rest. If 
you look further down, the Lord clearly says his rest is Zion, a place he will dwell forever. 


Ps 132:8 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy. 

10 For thy servant David's sake turn not away the face of thine anointed. 

11 The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body 
will | set upon thy throne. 

12 If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that | shall teach them, their 
children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore. 

13 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. 

14 This is my rest for ever: here will | dwell; for | have desired it. 


In Ezekiel’s descriptions of the temple, the house of the Lord, there is another mention of God’s 
dwelling or resting place. Here the figure of the temple is used interchangeably with Zion. 


Eze 43:4 And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate whose 
prospect is toward the east. 

5 So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the 
LORD filled the house. 

6 And I heard him speaking unto me out of the house; and the man stood by me. 

7 And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the soles of 
my feet, where | will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy 
name, shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their 
whoredom, nor by the carcases of their kings in their high places. 


In the Revelation of Jesus Christ, there is a scene that depicts the Lord [as a lamb] coming to Zion. 


Re 14:1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred 
forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 


Now let’s go back and look at the opening parts of Psalm 132. 


Ps 132: A Song of degrees. 

1 LORD, remember David, and all his afflictions: 

2 How he sware unto the LORD, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; 

3 Surely | will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; 
4 I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, 

5 Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 
6 Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood. 

7 We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool. 

8 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy. 


Here we see David, who is a type of Jesus, in verses 3 and 4 saying he will not sleep or get any rest 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


till he finds a resting place for God. In the original historical sense, this is about David’s desire to build 
the temple. In the spiritual sense, it speaks of Jesus’ desire to build his church, a temple made of 
living stones. This is to be an eternal dwelling place for the Lord, based on an eternal covenant. This 
again is Mt. Zion, the place where he is worshipped. 


In Matthew 8, Jesus is involved in a discussion with a scribe. The issue at hand is that of following 
Jesus. He gives the scribe a cryptic answer indicating that he has no particular resting place. Jesus 
seems to be changing the subject from following him to finding a resting place. 


Mt 8:19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest. 

20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 

21 And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 
22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead. 

23 And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. 

24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered 
with the waves: but he was asleep. 


Then just 4 verses later, we find that he has found a place to rest and was sound asleep. The key to 
this apparent contradiction is in verse 23. When he enters the ship, two things happen. First, his 
disciples follow him. This deals with the issue of following Jesus. The second thing is that he finds a 
place of rest. Entering into the ship and winding up sound asleep is an illustration of arising to his rest. 
The fact that the disciples follow him illustrates the next verse of Psalm 132. Let thy priests be clothed 
with righteousness. [Here we must be clear that following him means obeying him, not just tagging 
along after.] 


Now look back at Revelation 14. 


Re 14:1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred 
forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 

3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the 
elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which 
were redeemed from the earth. 

4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they 
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, 
being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 


Here the same two issues are dealt with, Mt. Zion is the resting place, and when the Lamb appears 
atop Mt. Zion, he has with him a group who will follow him. The ship in Mathew is typical of Mt. Zion, 
the same two issues are dealt with and the results are the same. 


So who is it that comes to rest? Is it God who comes to his place of rest, or is it his people who enter 
into his rest? As we saw above, there are two issues involved and that provides our answer. It’s both! 
God comes into his temple, the place of rest, and his people follow. As it says in Isaiah 6, his train 
filled the temple. His train is whoever is following behind him. You can also think of it as the body of 
Christ coming together with Jesus, the head. 


The Spirit 

Galatians 3 speaks of the blessing of Abraham as The Promise Of The Spirit in verse 14, a very 
interesting connection. In verse 17, the Lord refers to the law as the covenant that came 430 years 
later, saying it could not cancel out the promise. 


Ga 3:14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
15 Brethren, | soeak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 
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confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 

Ga 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 

Ga 3:17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, 
which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the 
promise of none effect. 


We can conclude here that the gospel promise of a kingdom to come, is also the promise of the spirit. 
So lets add that to our list of meanings for the gospel. 


The Gospel message is a promise of a kingdom to come. 
The Gospel message is a promise of entering into His Rest [Mt. Zion]. 
The Gospel message is a promise of the Spirit. 


The New and Everlasting Covenant 
Galatians goes on to talk of the promise and relate it to the two covenants. 


Ga 4:21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a 
freewoman. 

23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was 
by promise. 

24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 

25 For this Agar is, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her 
children. 

26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 


As a side note, check the language in verse 21. It asks, do you not hear the law. It doesn’t ask if you 
have read the law or know the law, it asks if you hear the law. Then in verse 24 he explains that it is an 
allegory. In other words, if you do not pick up on the idea that the story of Abrahams 2 sons is an 
allegory, you are not hearing the law. He that hath an ear, let him hear. 


Now verse 24 gives us the idea that the promise to Abraham is also related to the new covenant or 
new testament. The two mountains, correspond to the bond woman and the free woman; the old 
covenant and the new covenant. You can see this contrast spelled out in Hebrews 12. 


Heb 12:18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with 
fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated 
that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 

20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch 
the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, | exceedingly fear and quake:) 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel. 


Note that here the mountain that burnt with fire is the Mt. Sinai; and Mount Zion is the heavenly 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem which is above as mentioned in Galatians 4. 


This tells us the Gospel message is a promise of a new covenant. What exactly is the new covenant? 
Hebrews mentions it twice. 


Heb 8:8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when | 
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will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 

9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by 
the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, 
and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 

10 For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and | will be to them a 
God, and they shall be to me a people: 


Heb 10:16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, | 
will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will | write them; 
17 And their sins and iniquities will | remember no more. 


Here is another description from Jeremiah 32. 


Jer 32:40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from 
me. 


Here we see that this new covenant will make it so that his people will not depart from him. Ezekiel 
explains it this way: 


Eze 36:26 A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and | will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 

27 And | will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 


The Lord is promising that he will cause us to obey him! Note especially verse 27. This is telling us 
that he will cause us to obey by putting his Spirit in us. On other words, God says | will put my spirit in 
you that you might not sin against me. So the promise of a new covenant is also the promise of the 
Spirit. 


So we can add another line to our list 

The Gospel message is a promise of a kingdom to come. 

The Gospel message is a promise of entering into His Rest [Mt. Zion]. 
The Gospel message is a promise of a New Covenant 

The Gospel message is a promise of the Spirit. 


There are many other aspects of this, Hebrews 3 mentions one of them. 


Heb 3:14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
stedfast unto the end; 


The Gospel of the Kingdom is expressed in Heb 3:14 as a promise to be made ‘partakers of Christ’ 


Unity of the Brethren 
This promise is also a promise of unity. Psalm 133 tells us that Mt. Zion is to be a place of unity. 


Ps 133: <<A Song of degrees of David.>> 

1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


Fulfilling the Promise 

The promise was expressed in many ways and one of the most significant of these is this. The 
promise of entering into his rest is seen to be a promise of a new covenant in the latter days. For on 
the seventh day, God rested; and we can also say from this that in the seventh millennium God came 
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to rest. 


God keeps his promises and confirms his covenant. One of the ways he does this is by fulfilling the 
scriptures. Often this is done in stages, so a scripture can have multiple fulfillments. Sometimes there 
is a partial fulfillment followed later by another fulfillment, and finally by a much later fulfillment in the 
end times. 


The promise to Abraham was of a future time; an end time fulfillment. Later is could be spoken of as a 
‘new’ covenant’. This is because another covenant would come first, the mosaic law. 


Melchizedek or Melchisedec, is a priest of the eternal covenant. As such he ‘continues forever’. He 
blessed Abraham, who received this promise, with bread and wine. Jesus used bread and wine as a 
sign of the new covenant, speaking of his body, about to be broken, and his blood about to be shed. 
This is his priestly offering as he offered up himself. Both of these cases are partial fulfillments. 


So while the promise came first, it’s completion, or fulfillment can come much later. Whereas when the 
law was given the old covenant was established right then at the first Pentecost on Mt. Sinai. 


Another example if this is the partial fulfillment of Joel 2 in Acts 2. 


Ac 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye 
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to 
my words: 

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 


Here it began with the ‘earnest’ of the Spirit. 


2Co 5:5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto 
us the earnest of the Spirit. 


An earnest is a token of something to come, an assurance. It is like a pledge or down payment. So in 
Acts 2 the promise of the Spirit was confirmed by an earnest or partial payment. This was the 
measure of anointing that came upon the gathered disciples that day. And not only is this a foretaste 
of the Spirit, it is a foreshadowing of the end times. 


Fulfilling the promise will finish with the latter day/latter rain blessing of the Spirit, given without 
measure, the final fulfillment of The promise of the Spirit mentioned in Joel and other places. 


Salvation 

It is commonly taught that the church began at Pentecost in Acts 2 with the giving of the spirit. But that 
the kingdom is for a future time, after Jesus returns. We have looked at various aspects of the 
Covenant and seen that this is only partly correct. The church, as we know it, is not a company newly 
formed in Acts 2. It is a continuation of the congregation of Israel, the assembly or called out ones, 
which existed all along. It will become the Kingdom of God as it gets right with God. Then the promise 
will be fulfilled as God grants repentance with the full pouring out of His Spirit. This will bring us into the 
end time harvest before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at the second advent. 


Salvation became available through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus. But this is not to say it was 
unavailable before Calvary because He is the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. It is his 
sacrifice that pays the price for all saints of all times to be reconciled to God. 


Abraham, the father of faith, was not saved [or justified] by the old testament Law, but because he 
believed God. 
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Ga 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 

8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall 
live by faith. 


Salvation comes to us today no differently than it did to the old testament saints. It can come, by 
having faith in the promises; by calling on the name of the Lord; by coming to know the Lord through 
meditating on his word, and by God directly revealing himself to those who seek him. 


Let’s conclude by taking a look at one last reference to the everlasting covenant from Hebrews 13. 


Heb 13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 
wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A New Paradigm Emerges 


Bill Somers 


So what is a paradigm, you ask? My dictionary tells me this: 
Paradigm: pattern or model 


For some years now, in the articles posted here and there on various prophetic web sites, and 
elsewhere, we have heard talk of a new paradigm or a paradigm shift, that is to come with the end 
time move of God. In the last half year, and especially just recently the material we have seen makes it 
clear that the new paradigm is now here. The outlines can be found in it bits and pieces in many 
articles by many different writers. But the conclusion is becoming more and more obvious. And the 
way it fulfills scripture is more and more apparent. It is the third day church. 


The new paradigm has emerged for the end time church. 


It is already starting to overthrow the old one. 
We present here, some points that it contains; in no particular order and in the form of slogans. 


Fellowship, not membership. 

Sonship and brotherhood for women equally with men, not servanthood. 
Provision and finances from the Lord not man. 
Ministers are servants, not clergy. 

We decrease, He increases and fills all. 

Death to self and all anxiety. 

Doing what and only what we see the Father doing. 
Resting in the Lord, not working for his approval. 
Communion, not compliance. 

Small groups, not megachurches. 

Flowing, not striving. 


Following the Lamb where ever he leads, even unto death. 
It's the 'Day of His Power’, we shall be willing. 


Submitting to one another, not to man's or an institutions authority, covering or headship. 
Giving cheerfully, not tithing. 

Unity through harmony, not hierarchy. 

Organism, not organization. 

Relationship, not religion. 

Living word, not dead letter. 

Eating from the Tree of Life, not the Tree of Knowledge. 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, in his people. 


And what we have known as the church is being refined and purged 
to become the Kingdom of God. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


A Christmas Prophecy 


Bill Somers 


Revised 12/06/98 

This article is a look at the first coming of Jesus as described and Matthew and Luke, also Isaiah. We 
need to see how it is a type or prophecy of his Second Coming. That is to say things that happened at 
his first coming are foreshadows of what will happen at his second coming. Let me make it clear that 
most of these points refer to Jesus coming spiritually to his Church in the form of a great outpouring 
leading to a great harvest. This takes place during and after a time of judgment on the Church. In 
other words the first coming of Jesus speaks of End Time Revival coming to the Church. 
You may want to go over the passages in Matthew and Luke and Isaiah since we did not include them, 
to keep this article short. As you do, think of the coming of Jesus as the coming of Revival. 

The Christmas Story is a Prophecy! 

1. His first coming was foretold by the prophets. His Second Coming is also being foretold by the 
prophets. 

2. Wise men knew when and where to look for him then, Wise men will know when and where to look 
today. 

3. In the fulness of time God sent forth his son. This applies to both the first and second comings. 
He will come at the appointed time. 

4. He was born in a manger. Consider that a manger can mean a crib, or it can mean a stall. A stall 
can be a booth, as the children of Israel dwelt in booths during the Feast of Tabernacles. A booth is a 
temporary dwelling like a tent which is another word for tabernacle. But the tabernacle also speaks of 
God's dwelling place, also his temple or his Church. When he comes again, he will be born into His 
Church. 

5. His coming was with tidings of great comfort and joy. Luke 2:10. This speaks of the comfort and 
Joy in the Holy Ghost that the church will have in the last days outpouring of the Spirit of God. These 
will be times of great judgments but those who abide in the Shadow of the Almighty will have a peace 
that passes all understanding. 

6. He was born of a virgin. Matthew 1:23 The Church will be purged and purified in order to show 
forth his love. The Bride has played the harlot, but she will have to get back her virginity. So that she 
can become pregnant before the wedding. 

7. Shepherds in the field were drawn to him. His Glory blazed about as angels visited them. Luke 
2:7-8. This speaks of God's true shepherds, not the hirelings, being drawn into his presence. And 
coming manifestations of the Shekinah Glory on the Church. Plus angelic visitations and other 
supernatural happenings. 

8. As Joseph was troubled by his wife's pregnancy, the Church world will be troubled by the revival 
that's coming. Yet the word of the Lord in this case is just as it was with Joseph. Fear not, this is of the 
Holy Ghost! Just as Mary was pregnant before her wedding, the church will have to be pregnant with 
Jesus before her wedding. 

9. Unto us a child is born. This reference from Isaiah 9:6 takes a new meaning once you see that 
"US" is the end time Church. Us. And we are symbolized by the woman in Revelation 12 who brings 
forth a manchild. This is Christ being formed in us and shown forth by us. 

10. "She shall bring forth a son [unto us a son is given] who shall save his people from their sins." 
Matthew 1:21. The coming of the manchild is also the coming of the great end time harvest. 

11. "Thou shalt call his name Emmanuel, that is God with us." When Jesus comes to dwell in His 
Church, he will truly be God with us. 

12. Wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. Matthew 2:1. When revival and harvest come there 
will be many conversions in eastern countries, especially the middle east. Muslims will come to 
worship him. See Isaiah 60:6-7 

13. "When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him." 
Matthew 2:3 Herod here is a type of Satan, and this speaks of Satan's kingdom being troubled by 
these events. 

14." and all Jerusalem with him." Matthew 2:3, This also speaks of the established religions being 
troubled as well. 

15. The wise men worshipped with exceeding great joy, Matthew 2:10-11. This will also take place 
in this revival. 
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16. When they were come, they opened their treasures. Matthew 2:11. This coming influx of Muslims 
will greatly enrich the Church. 

17. "And being warned of God ...." Matthew 2:12. This speaks again of the Muslims receiving a 
genuine fear of the Lord in their conversion. They do not return to serving satan [Herod] but instead 
begin to follow a new path and to minister the gospel in their own countries. 

18. Matthew 2:13-18 tells of Herod's persecution and attempt to kill the new born messiah. This is a 
direct parallel to the persecution to come upon the end time Church. See Revelation 12:13 And when 
the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man 
child. 

19. Matthew 2:19-20 tell of how Jesus comes back to Israel after Herod is dead. When Satan and his 
kingdom are under his feet, Jesus will return to earth with all the saints and holy angels with him. 
20. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is a type of the Church. In Luke 1:35 we read " The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." This is a description of what is coming 
upon the Church. 

21. "For with God nothing shall be impossible." Luke 1:37 Compare this to Revelation 12:10 " And 
| heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, ...." 2 Chronicles 6:41 "Now therefore arise, O LORD God, into thy resting place, thou, and the 
ark of thy strength: let thy priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in 
goodness." To be Clothed with Salvation and to operate in His strength, that is Revival. Then the 
church will be able to do all that the Lord asks, with God nothing shall be impossible. 

22. Luke 1:25 says "Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked upon me, to take 
away my reproach among men." This though spoken by Elizabeth and referring to her pregnancy, 
also applies to the Church. The reproach on the Church is the exposure of her sin and its judgment. 
The Lord will remove this reproach by redeeming his people and by bringing in a great harvest. 

23. Luke 1:38 says "Behold the handmaid of the lord, be it unto me according to thy word ..." 
Mary says this as a type of the Church! When the Church makes this her confession she will be 
submitting to the Lordship of Jesus. Some commentators have said that when Mary spoke these 
words is when she became pregnant. Christ was formed in her. When the Church "speaks" these 
words Christ will be formed in his people. 

24. Luke 1:45 says "And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those 
things which were told her from the Lord." The words ‘there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord’ when applied to the Church speak of the fulfillment of the prophetic 
scriptures. This is the Lord keeping his promises and confirming his covenant. See also Luke 1:72. 
25. Luke 1:46-55 is Mary's prophetic prayer, [my soul doth magnify the Lord]. It speaks of God's 
redemption of his people the Church in the end times and the great rejoicing that will go along with 
that. 

26. Luke 1:65-66 speaks of a Fear that came upon all those that dwelt there and how the news 
spread. This speaks of a Fear of the Lord that comes with revival and spreads wherever revival 
goes.. 

27. In Luke 1:67-79 Zacharias gives a long prophecy, [he hath visited and redeemed his people]. 
What he says here also applies to us. It is a depiction of the End Time work of the Lord in His Church. 
Doubtless there are many other points that could be made and comparisons taken. We could go on at 
great length but would rather not. So you have a lot of pearls in a small package. 

| hope these points have provided some insights into the true meaning of Christmas and how it 
points to the end times. 
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Abundance Of Rain 


Kari Browning 


"For | Hear the Sound of Abundance of Rain" 
(I Kings 18:41)" 


"Drought Washed Away by Rain" 


The Bible tells us that the Lord "bears witness" to His word through various signs and spiritual 
wonders. This is done to mobilize our faith and position us for fruitfulness. 


Many prophetic indications or signs presently affirm that we are entering a restoration season 
involving ministry gifts and commissions introduced in the Latter Rain healing revival of the 40s and 
50s. One of those signs was a profound experience Paul Keith Davis had several years ago. In it the 
Lord revealed that the passing of Pope John Paul II would be a signpost of this restoration. 


A few days prior to the Pope's death, there was another notable "sign" in the Spokane/Coeur d'Alene 
area. While in Spokane, Washington, seven years ago Bob Jones prophesied that the church would 
experience a seven year spiritual drought beginning the weekend of March 27-28, 1998. Coeur 
d'Alene, Idaho, borders Spokane. 


On March 29, 2005, the front page of the Coeur d'Alene Press contained an article entitled "Drought 
washed away by the rain." Meteorologist Cliff Harris was quoted as saying, "It's one of the strangest 
years I've ever seen. We're in the midst of a major change here. North Idaho went from having the 
driest mid-January to mid-March period on record to the wettest two-day period ever in March last 
weekend." 


Those "wettest" days were March 27 and 28 (Easter weekend), the exact days that Bob was in the 
area and prophesied the drought seven years prior! 


God is Once Again Bringing Revelatory and Healing Gifts Together 


On the weekend of April 15, 2005, our ministry hosted a "Takin' It to the Streets" Healing Conference 
with Bill and Carol Dew. We emphasized Bob Jones' word given seven years prior and prophetically 
declared that it is time for the abundance of rain. Some felt rain falling on them at different times 
during the meetings. There have been many testimonies of healings that took place during this 
conference. 


We also received an amazing "token" that God was bringing the revelatory gifts together with the 
healing gifts. This combination was characterized in William Branham and Paul Cain's Latter Rain 
healing ministries. Throughout the 40s/50s the Lord used them powerfully to disclose individuals’ 
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secret information known only by God to elevate faith to receive from God their miraculous healing. 
The Lord Jesus demonstrated this model Himself in John 4 with the woman at the well. 


In our meeting, Bill and Carol Dew directed us to spend time in prayer before going out on the streets. 
John Filler, a member of the apostolic team at The Gateway Christian Fellowship, was given a vision 

during this time. He saw a white-bearded man in a wheelchair. He also saw a picture of an American 

flag. The Lord gave him additional information about the man, including the fact that he was a military 

veteran and would be seated outside a specific store in the Spokane Valley Mall. 


Upon arriving at the mall, the man in the vision was outside that store in a wheelchair. The man's wife 
was wearing a sweatshirt with an American flag. John's wife, Ruth, was with him. Upon engaging the 
couple in conversation, they discovered the man in the wheelchair and his wife were also named John 
and Ruth! John prayed for the man and, although he didn't get out of the wheelchair, he was visibly 
touched by the Lord. 


"The Desert and the Parched Land Will Be Glad" 


Bob Jones and Paul Keith Davis' Shepherd's Rod prophecy of 1998 stated there was a spiritual rain 
coming. Bob saw the Lord working on a large orange pickup truck from the 1950's that was disabled 
and unable to function since the Latter Rain revival. Though men had attempted to repair this vehicle, 
they were unable to do so. 


The Lord indicated that only He was able to jump-start this truck and put it on the road again. The 
vehicle had broken down because of unbelief and fanaticism. The Lord wants to repair this vehicle 
and reinstitute the heavenly purposes that were begun in the 50s and "pick up" where they left off. 


| believe NOW is the time for this revelation to be fulfilled. Isaiah 35 says that, "The desert and the 
parched land will be glad . . . then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and mute tongue shout for joy! Water will gush forth in 
the wilderness and streams in the desert." 


Kari Browning 
Gateway Christian Fellowship & International Training Center 
http://www.elijahhouse.org/seminars/ 
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An Apology to the Jews 
Intercessory Repentance in Action 
by Bill Somers 


The relationship of the Church and the Jews throughout history is treated in Michael Browns book 'Our Hands are 
stained with Blood!' This book touched me very deeply. Some time after reading it I was led by the Lord to put one 
of its recommendations into practice. That is one that deals with what Dr. Brown calls Intercessory Repentance. It 
entails repenting for the sins of an entire group of people, and perhaps to a group of people who were sinned 
against. The repentance is a form of intercession and can be for sins that were not necessarily committed by the one 
doing the repenting. 

I am going to reprint here a set of messages that were circulated by Electronic Bulletin Board on a World Wide 
system called FIDONET. I believe the reader will be able to see not only an example and a discussion of 
intercessory repentance but also the results that it can bring. 

I am changing the names of the participants, except myself, in this text out of concern for the individuals involved. 
(Please be in mind that it is the practice on these discussion groups to quote what the other person has written 
before responding to it.) 


[This is the first message. ] 


To: ALL Date: 2/12/1994 

From: BILL SOMERS Time: 9:18 am 

Subj: APOLOGY TO THE JEWS 

Back on 1-12-94, Lonnie Smith wrote to Moshe Steinberg on the subject of God's punishment... 


-- Quoted passage 

> Lonnie, I will ask a simple question. Why are the Jews in exile NOW. I 
> am not an idolater. I believe in the one true G-d. All those 

> statements about the idolatry of the first temple have NOTHING to do 
> with me and the state of the Jewish people at this time. 


That is a good question. Why, for the last 2,000 years has Israel been a "castaway?" I think that would be a good 
topic of discussion for you to look into. Could it be you have rejected some item in God's law/plan? 

LS> Do not blame Israel's sufferings on us. .... So let's not blame the Gentiles for every folly that Israel runs into. 
That's all I'm saying. 

-- End quoted passage 


The point I wish to comment on is this: 
LS> Do not blame Israel's sufferings on us. 


Speaking as a gentile Christian, I recognize that many Jews do blame their sufferings on us, the church. The slaughter 
of Jews during the crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, the persecution under Luther, the Pogroms in eastern Europe, 
the Nazi Holocaust; all these and much much more were carried out by those who called themselves Christian. The 
history of the church is a history of Jew hatred. Yet some of us wonder that they reject the claims of the Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

OK. Most Christians today are not personally guilty of any of this. We often hear it said that those who did these 
things were not 'true’ Christians. That it was not really our fault. "Don't blame us!" (Has anti-Semitism gone away, or 
is it on the increase?) 

In Matthew 23, Jesus rebuked some hypocrites: 
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29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish 
the sepulchers of the righteous, 

30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the 
blood of the prophets. 

31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. 


Could He deliver the same rebuke to us today, who say in effect, "If we had been in those circumstances, we 
wouldn't have done those things."? 

The things in scripture are given to us as examples, (1 Cor. 10:11). Let me present two examples of the correct 
attitude to take in this case. 


Nehemiah 9 1. Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel were assembled with 
fasting, and with sackcloth's, and earth upon them. 

2 And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the 
iniquities of their fathers. 

3 And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD their God [one] fourth part 
of the day; and [another] fourth part they confessed, and worshipped the LORD their God. 


Daniel 9 3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and 
sackcloth, and ashes: 

4. And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful 
God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments; 

5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by 
departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 

6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our 
princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

7 O Lord, righteousness [belongeth] unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, .... (KJV - On Line Bible) 


I note that in each case confession and repentance takes place for one's own sins and for those of the larger group, 
of which one may not be 'personally’ guilty. And so, with these examples in mind.... 


I confess to the Lord and to the Jewish people that we, the church, have done wickedly, fomented hatred, 
committed murder and sinned against the Jewish people, 'beloved of the Father'. We have departed from 
your commandments and disobeyed your word. We have rebelled and left the straight and narrow path. 
We did not learn from the apostles and prophets but did what was right in our own eyes. And to us today 
belongs an infinitely greater ‘confusion of face' than ever afflicted Israel of old. 

I confess, apologize and repent for all the crimes committed against the Jews by church of Jesus Christ. 
And I humbly ask your forgiveness for all this. 


Recommended reading: 

Our Hands are stained with blood. 

The tragic story of the "church" and the Jewish People 

by Michael Brown 

Destiny Image Publishers POB 310 Shippensburg, PA 17257 


[After sending this out, I got the following response about a week later. 
Second Message] 

To: BILL SOMERS Date: 2/13/1994 

From: John Prowse 

Subj: Who shed the blood ? 


From: Bill Somers 
To: All 
Subject: Apology To The Jews 


BS/Speaking as a gentile Christian, I recognize that many Jews do blame their sufferings on us, the church. The 
slaughter of Jews during the crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, the persecution under Luther, the Pogroms in eastern 
Europe, the Nazi Holocaust; all these and much much more were carried out by those who called themselves 
Christian. 

The history of the church is a history of Jew hatred. 
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You are blaming the "church" for the evil deeds of the "Great Whore" of Rome and her family. 
The only question I have about you is whether you are merely incredibly ignorant re: who constitutes the NT 
described "church" or whether you are a deliberate servant of the "Great Whore" of Rome and her family. 


BS/ Yet some of us wonder that they reject the claims of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
The kind of deception you put out greatly contributes to the error. Which very well may be your intent. 


BS/ I confess to the Lord and to the Jewish people that we, the church, have done wickedly, fomented 
hatred, committed murder and sinned against the Jewish people, 'beloved of the Father'. We have 
departed from your commandments and disobeyed your word. We have rebelled and left the straight and 
narrow path. We did not learn from the apostles and prophets but did what was right in our own eyes. And 
to us today belongs an infinitely greater 'confusion of face’ than ever afflicted Israel of old. 

I confess, apologize and repent for all the crimes committed against the Jews by church of Jesus Christ. 
And I humbly ask your forgiveness for all this. 


You're deceived re: what the "church" is, and you have no authority to speak for it. 


To ALL: Does or does not organized "Christian" religion constitute the NT described "Church". ?? 

Bill presents the "Church" as an evil institution. This reflects on the validity of the moral guidance of Jesus Christ the 
founder and Lord of His Church. 

Is he right ? Is he accurate ? Who shed the blood ? (of Jews AND "heretics") The "Church" of Jesus Christ ? Or: 
"The Great Whore" ? 


By the way Protestants were officially RC defined as "heretics" up until 1965. 
By the way N.Ireland, Bosnia & more indicate this is not merely a historical question. 
[At this point the writer proceeded to quote Rev. 17:1-6,9,15,18; Rev. 18:1-5,16-24; and Rev. 19:1-3] 


IF you can't tell the difference between the NT Church of Jesus Christ, vice The "Great Whore" of His Revelation, 
THEN you have a SERIOUS CASE OF BLINDNESS and, you better beg Jesus Christ for some sight. 


With best wishes, John 
++++++ Read and Heed His Revelation ! ++++++4++++ 


[At this point, I was unsure how to respond to such an attack! But I recalled a prophecy by Rick Joyner about those 
who have their brothers blood on sword, (that is to say, those who have used the Word of God as a weapon against 
their Christian brothers) not being allowed a part in building the Kingdom or the House of the Lord. So I made no 
reply whatever. 

The payoff came after another week of waiting, in the following letter by and Orthodox Jew. It showed me, as I told 
some friends, "The Holy Ghost was right again!" 

[Third Message. ] 


To: Bill Somers Date: 2/15/1994 
From: STEVE ZALMAN 
Subj: Apology To The Jews 


BS> I confess to the Lord and to the Jewish people that we, the church, have done wickedly, ...." 


Bill, your confession for sins you never committed is a ray of hope from the abyss of hatred. The Jews greatest fear 
is that one day the church will return to murdering Jews and there will be no one to help, as in the past. The children 
of Israel are responsible for correcting the sins made in our past. Just as Germany's children are now responsible for 
correcting the sins of the prior generation. It is for the Christians to take control of their church and to stop the 
hatred and anti-Semitism towards Jews. I have heard that the Vatican will be removing anti-Semitic writings from the 
NT as soon as they can work out the details. This is certainly a step in the right direction. Jews fervently pray each 
Sabbath for the day to come when the whole world will be at peace with one another, when hatred will no longer 
blind the eyes. On that day, the world will be one, And His name will be One. Ba Ruch Ha Ba B'shem - Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the L-rd. 

Shalom 


[Then I made the following reply. 
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Fourth Message] 


To: STEVE ZALMAN Date: 2/27/1994 
From: BILL SOMERS 

Subj: Apology To The Jews 

Steve, 


Shalom from this Christian. 

Thank you for your kind remarks in response to my post. 

SZ>Bill, your confession for sins you never committed is a ray of hope 
SZ>from the abyss of hatred. 


My original posting, Apology to the Jews, began as a comment on someone's 
remark: "Do not blame Israel's sufferings on us." 


Then I cited Matthew 23:29-31 as an example of Jesus rebuke to this attitude. I quoted Nehemiah 9:1-3, and 
Daniel 9:3-7 as examples from the bible of the proper attitude. Then I made the confession, which you quoted back 
to me: 

I concluded with recommending a very good book on the subject: 

Our Hands are stained with blood. 

The tragic story of the "church" and the Jewish People 

by Michael Brown 

Destiny Image Publishers POB 310 Shippensburg, PA 17257 


All of this is an example of what Michael Brown calls "intercessory repentance". Brown is a Messianic Jew with 
some hard sayings for the church which I believe I can share with you and some of my Christian brothers on this 
echo without getting too far off topic. 

In Michael Brown's book Our Hands are Stained with Blood_ he writes on page 82: ...If Jesus promised to fulfill 
the Law of God and then abolished it, he would be a liar and not the Son of God. 

Do you know that this is one of the greatest objections to the Gospel that religious Jews have had? If Jesus was truly 
the Messiah, why did he do away with the Law? Historian Jules Isaac notes: "The Jewish rejection of Christ was 
triggered by the Christian rejection of the Law.... The rejection of the Law was enough: to ask of the Jewish people 
that they accept this religion...was like asking them to tear out their heart. History records no example of such a 
collective suicide." 

On Page 89 he quotes Rav Shimon Walbah, a leading Orthodox Rabbi in Israel, "Instead of bringing redemption to 
the Jews, the false Christian Messiah has brought down on us base libels and expulsions, oppressive restrictions and 
burning of [our] holy books, devastations and destructions. Christianity, which professes to infuse the sick world 
with love and compassion, has fixed a course directly opposite to this lofty rhetoric. The voice of the blood of 
millions of our brothers cries out to us from the ground: No! Christianity is not a religion of love but a religion of 
unfathomable hate! All history, from ancient times to our own day, is one continual proof of the total bankruptcy of 
this religion in all its segments." 

On Page 90 he quoted Professor Eugene Borowitz: "We might be more inclined to give Christian claims some 
credence had we seen Christians thru the ages behave as models of redeemed humanity. Looking thru the window 
of history we have found them as much in need of saving as the rest of humankind. If anything their social failings are 
especially discrediting of their doctrine for they claim to be uniquely free of human sinfulness and freshly inspired by 
their faith to bring the world to a realm of love and peace.... Until sinfulness ceases and well being prevails Jews 
know the Messiah has not come." 

On page 91 he says: For hundreds of years the word 'Christ' has been a curse word in thousands of Jewish homes. 
This is largely the fault of "Christians". Millions of Jews have hated the name of Jesus. Alleged followers of Jesus are 
a primary cause. Could we possibly have produced anything worse? 

On page 97 he declares: Let us hang our heads in shame. The "Church" has blood on her hands. 

On page 99 he writes: A little more than 100 years ago, a Christian minister to the Jews "was asked what he thought 
was wanting on the part of the friends of Israel. He replied, "More tears'." 

Reading all this was quite an experience for me. I discovered that I had some unconscious anti-Semitism in myself, 
that I would not have otherwise admitted to. 


SZ>It is for the Christians to take control of their church and to stop the hatred and anti-Semitism towards Jews. 


From this comment, it seems you can give some credence to a distinction between 'Christians' and their church. 
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Unfortunately, anti-Semitism is on the rise in the church, even from sources that should know better. Michael Brown 
deals with some of it in his book. Especially the errors of "Replacement Theology". But few Christians recognize it or 
are prepared to do something about it. 


SZ>The Jews greatest fear is that one day the church will return to murdering Jews and there will be no one to help, 
as in the past. 

This fear is a very real possibility. Your comment reminds me of a passage in Job. (3:25) "For the thing which I 
greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me." KJV Another reading is: "For a 
fear I feared and it meeteth me, And what I was afraid of doth come to me." (Youngs translation) 


One of the New Testament instructions to Christians is in 1 John 3:16 
"Hereby perceive we the love [of God], because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down [our] lives 
for the brethren." 


Regarding the Jews, it tells us in Romans 11:28 

"As concerning the gospel, [they are] enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, [they are] beloved for the 
fathers' sakes." 

That makes you one of the brethren, I may one day be required to lay down my life for. If and when the 'church' 
once again turns against the Jews, there will be some who will still stand with you. 


SZ>Jews fervently pray each Sabbath for the day to come when the whole world will be at peace with one another, 
when hatred will no longer blind the eyes. On that day, the world will be one, And His name will be One. Ba Ruch 
Ha Ba B'shem - Blessed is he who comes in the name of the L-rd. Shalom 

AMEN AND AMEN 

Further recommended reading: (It sheds some light on the phrase 'for your sakes' in Rom. 11:28 above. 


One New Man, by Reuven Doron 
POB 10102, Cedar Rapids IA 52410 
God Bless Y'all 

Bill Somers 
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Responses to Visions of the Church 
by Bill Somers 


Here are some readers responses to Nita Johnson’s article, Visions of the Church, and my own comments. 


From: Bob Neuman 
To: Bill Somers 


Dear Bill, 

sometimes | got to wonder how much it would take to get even the ' very elect' to wake up and smell the "roses". it 
seems that the acceleration factor is not a figment of my imagination. for a long time | would hesitate posting to you or 
anyone else for that matter. 


‘lingering doubt' can be a weapon with two edges. "is it really you, GOD" is the first knock | give myself, and the last of 
course is " if lm the only one" who is hearing this "stuff". doesn't sound religious at all but that's the point....GOD usually 
doesn't sound like how man says HE should sound. looking at how much I have sent your way in the last 3 months, if 
others are finding themselves on a new fast track you must be swamped. 


a few days ago | 'had to' sit down and write "7 moves". you were the only one | intended to post it to...till it was done. 
still have lots of thinking to do on it but... 


Visions of the Church basically confirmed it all .... every jot and tittle.... thanks, Bill, for posting it....but there was one 
point | want to add...there was a paragraph that said... 


Secondly, people will come to the Lord through the death of a martyr as would never enter into the Kingdom any 
other way. Third, because every drop of blood that spills from a martyr's veins paves the way for a soul to enter into 
the kingdom. | am not saying that their blood can pay for a Soul like the blood of Christ. However the martyr's blood 
provides a Peculiar intercession for a lost soul as nothing else does. Fourth, because through a unique time such 
as this, the Church is allowed to enter into the sufferings of Christ, which, by far is the greatest of all privileges. It is 
a privilege, which in turn paves the way for greater glory in the Kingdom or Heaven. 


coming as a stranger from the proverbial pit, literally might be more accurate, the dynamics of the "peculiar intercession" 
is an interesting attempt at interpretation. 


in the 'real' world the lost are living and thinking in "the flesh"... LORD | hate talkin’ christianees ... because that is 
exactly all they got. the thing we call "spiritual void" is real and we fill it with whatever is available. alcoholism, drug 
addiction, promiscuity, occultism is the last thing to live for because the next step is usually suicide. 


when you have nothing to live for the last straw you clutch at may be just a slower way to die. most 'church' people can 
not comprehend it....even with a suicide rate in "the church" on an equal % rate as the world... 


when you run out of straws....death is the only answer when you decide there is nothing worth living for.... 


as 'dead' men, you and | Bill know the exact opposite....that there is SOMETHING WORTH DYING FOR.... and the blood 
of the martyrs gives the lost just that....the awareness that there is something more to the emptiness and the useless of 
this life... THAT THERE IS SOMEONE WORTH DYING FOR. 


remember in the GREAT COMMISSION we are told to be witnesses 'unto' the world’. that Greek word is 'martus', to bear 
witness,....which our word martyr originates,....heavy stuff... 


well, | think our ride is nearing an end....one way or the other... 


PRAISE BE TO GOD...WHO HAS WON THE VICTORY 
be blessed 
bob in Miami 


From Jim Rinker 
Bill, 


Good to hear from you. Those dreams about the Ezekiel Army | would like to confirm. My wife had this dream about a 
month ago | would like to share to confirm the Ezekiel Army in part. 
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In this dream a small company of people (seven of us including my wife and myself) went outside the city to a hill 
overlooking the city. It was a hilly grassy area and there were seven individual fires in front of us that we proceeded to 
step into. My wife said she stayed in a short time then came out and another woman who was with us ministered to her 
"burnt face". She said | stayed in a little longer. 


Interpretation: 


The hill overlooking the city is the "higher place" that God is taking us. It is outside the camp of current Christianity 
(outside the city) and is for the purpose of fire baptism, ministry, and purification. | was able to stay in longer because | 
have been dealing with issues of the flesh for a longer period of time that she has (by her admittance). The fire will be 
less painful and more bearable if we will deal with issues NOW. She had no further revelation in this dream but your 
Ezekiel Army vision post added more depth to her dream. 


Jim Rinker 


Comments by Bill Somers 
The part of Nita's vision that got me the most was about the martyrs and purpose of martyrdom. 


Nita wrote: "However the martyr's blood provides a Peculiar intercession for a lost soul as nothing else does." 
This confirmed to me what the Lord showed me some years back, beginning in '91. 


In short, Martyrdom has an effect in the spiritual realm. Every time the devil kills one of the saints, it cost’s him 
something. In many cases that something is a soul that would otherwise be lost. | wrote about these issues in several 
articles on my WebSite, They are: The Precious, where | share what | learned about how martyrdom contributes to the 
harvest. The Precious part 2, where we go into the Lords purposes in large scale martyrdom. The Unthinkable, which 
discusses the ultimate purpose of martyrdom and The How and the Therefore, that also looks at the ultimate purpose 
of martyrdom from an other angle, and in greater depth. And relates it to the Return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Martyr Spirit 
From: "Russell White" 


Four missionaries who endured a night of beating and humiliation in their village in India are determined to stay until they 
plant a church. A crowd of 15 people burst into the hut of the Gospel for Asia native missionaries, bound them hand and 
foot, and beat them with iron rods and bamboo sticks, according to GFA. The men were stripped of their clothes, 
paraded through the village, and ordered to reject Christ. ... 


When the men refused to renounce their faith, mob ringleaders accused them of trying to kidnap a child and exhorted the 
crowd to beat them. After the beating, the missionaries were told to leave the village and never return. They went to their 
local GFA supervisor, who took them to the police, who ordered members of the mob to apologize for the beating and 
return stolen possessions. ... 


Police advised the missionaries to move to another village where they would be safer. "Here we were beaten, bruised, 
and bled. Until we see a living congregation for Jesus we will not move from here," the leader said. Since then, 14 
villagers have become Christians through the men's testimony. 
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Ark of The Covenant Comments 
by Bill Somers 


The following comments are in reference to the Ron Wyatt article The Ark of The Covenant 


The Very Large Sword in the Chamber 


And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it is 
here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take it: for there is no other save that here. 
And David said, There is none like that; give it me. 

And he enquired of the LORD for him, and gave him victuals, and gave him the sword of Goliath the 
Philistine. 1 Samuel 22:9-10 


The very large sword found in the chamber could very well turn out to be that of Goliath! 
The Location of the Hill Outside the Camp 


Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 
Hebrews 13:12 


The fact that the Hill of Crucifixion was part of Mt. Moriah, located outside the wall of the ancient city, shows how Jesus 
could be slain on Mt. Moriah, (the site of the temple, and of Abraham's attempted sacrifice of Isaac) and still suffer 
without the gate! 


The Blood and Water 


And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, 
and the rocks rent; Mathew 27:51 

But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. John 
19:34 


The earthquake that cracked the rock did not come till after Jesus had died. Could it be that the water that came out with 
the blood was to keep it from drying out before it had time to drip through 20 foot deep crack in the rock and fall upon the 
mercy seat below? 
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A Sobering Thought 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


www.etpv.org 
November 20, 2008 


This past November 12 we posted a vision written by Steve Foss. 
The End Time Battle Steve Foss 


This was received by him and posted May 15th, 2000, and can be found on his website. 
http://stevefoss.com/endtimebattle.html 


The vision shows the end time army of the Lord battling the enemy and freeing captives. Here is a 
quote of one of the paragraphs. 


As the army got to the front lines of the enemy it was a one sided slaughter. The enemy was 
literally over run by the overwhelming power of the Army of the Lord. As the army got to where 
the camps were, the brightness of their light caused all to see who they were. Everyone 
reached out a hand to them as they passed by. When they saw it was Christians all had a 
shocked look on their face. Many smiled a stretched their hand even more and were lifted up 
by one or more of the soldier and were placed into the army. They too became brilliantly white. 
Others when they saw it was the church and that Jesus lead the army, they got a repulsive look 
on their faces, pulled back their hands, and laid back down to the ground amongst the 
slaughter and the waste. They quickly became diseased and died. This was quite shocking to 
me as some of those who pulled back their hands said with great disgust when the saw Jesus 
and the Church, “Not YOU!!!” As disgusting as their camps were and as brilliant Jesus and the 
church was, they didn't want Him. They were offended at Jesus. They willfully rejected Him. 


As | sought the Lord about this how this showed people rejecting him, | believe this is what he showed 
me. I’m working from the idea that Jesus does not always appear to people in his glory. Sometimes 
he appears as someone else, or as an angel. In this case, for those saying ‘Not You’ he is appearing 
as the one person they always hated and never could forgive. And with stubborn, prideful 
unforgiveness in our hearts, we cannot receive His mercy. 


Now what could some possible examples of this be? 

For those who railed against Catholicism and hated Catholics, he could appear as one of the Popes, 
Padre Pio, or even Bishop Sheen! 

For those who loved their Jewish Brethren but despised the Arabs, he may look like Yasser Arafat. 
To those who couldn't’ stand Televangelists, he might appear as Benny Hinn! 

For those who opposed pretribulationism, he might look like Tim LaHaye. 

To those who cast scorn on the Holy Laughter, Toronto and Brownsville, he may appear to be Rodney 
Howard-Browne. 

For those appalled by the Lakeland Revival, he might even look like Todd Bentley. 

To those upset by the elections, he may look like Barak Obama! 

He might even appear to you as your Ex! 


| can think of quite a few of my Christian brothers and sisters who | am not exactly pleased with, and 
realize | must forgive them. If not | may be rejecting Jesus himself. What about you? 
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A Tale Of Two Spirits 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


March 7, 2009 
www.etpv.org 


Two Spirits At Work In The End Times. 


There will be two spirits at work in the end times; Spirit of Fear and the Holy Spirit of God. You will 
either yield to one or the other. 


It's the Spirit of Fear that Satan uses to keep men in bondage. 


Hebrews 2:14-15 

14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; 

15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 


Overcomers in these end times will be those who get the victory over this fear. Others will be subject 
to it. 


Luke 21:25-26 
25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 

Consider that men’s hearts fail them for fear because a Spirit of Fear abides in their hearts. 

The Holy Spirit of God delivers us from fear. 


Psalms 34:4 I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 


2 Timothy describes The Holy Spirit, given by God, as He gives the Kingdom. Power, Love and A 
Sound Mind stand out in great contrast to the Spirit of Fear. 


2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind. 


Luke 12:31-32 
31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 


We mention power as it is the power to obey and do the Lord’s will. The ability to prove what is that 
good and perfect, will of God is the same as ability to demonstrate the Kingdom of God. For to say, 
thy kingdom come means the same as thy will be done here on earth as it is in heaven. 


Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 


1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 
Sometimes this is spoken of as grace. The Holy Spirit is Grace or the Spirit of Grace. 


Philemon 1:25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 
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Ephesians 1:2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Hebrews 10:29 ... the Spirit of grace .... 
We mention Love as it gives the Power to overcome fear. 


Romans 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 


1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 


How does perfect love cast out fear? The Lord does this by entering your heart, driving out fear and 
taking it’s place when you yield to him completely. He stands at the door and knocks. 


We mention having a Sound Mind. That is to have a mind transformed into the Mind of Christ. 


Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 


1 Corinthians 2:16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But 
we have the mind of Christ. 


The unsound mind is subject to fear, delusion and self destruction. 


2 Thessalonians 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: 


These are like the swine entered into by unclean spirits, they destroy themselves. 
Mark 5:13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and 
entered into the swine [unclean persons]: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into 


the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 


In this verse from Mark 5, the phrase two thousand is a clue to an end time event, something to 
happen 2000 years later. 


Several of the epistles open with a salutation like this one from Ephesians. It’s the Lord’s prayer and 
will for us. 


Ephesians 1:2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Let’s yield to the Holy Spirit fully in these times. His grace will see us through any storm. 
2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 


made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 
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Jesus Took a Towel 
by Bill Somers 


Some time ago | heard a taped message by a well known minister with the title of: Jesus Took a 
Towel. The text was these verses from John 13. 


John 13: 

1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 
should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the 
world, he loved them unto the end. 

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, to betray him; 

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come 
from God, and went to God; 

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 
5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to 
wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 
7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know 
hereafter. 

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If | wash thee 
not, thou hast no part with me. 

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 

10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean 
every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 

11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, 
he said unto them, Know ye what | have done to you? 

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so | am. 

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet. 

15 For | have given you an example, that ye should do as | have done to you. 

16 Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent 
greater than he that sent him. 

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 


There are many messages you can preach from the above verses. The importance of servant hood. 
The need to be cleansed by Jesus. The betrayer in the midst. The way to set an example. Etc., Etc, 


What the Lord showed me was something quite different. It began when He got my attention by 
something very odd in the text. Look again at verse 5. "After that he poureth water into a bason, and 
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded." 


What is so strange about this is that Jesus is wiping the men's feet on a towel that he is wearing, not 
one that he is carrying. 


My wife will often give her dog a bath. When she does, she puts on an apron to keep herself clean and 
dry and she uses one or more towels to dry the animal. 


But Jesus is wiping the men's feet on himself! He is getting the mud and filth off their feet and on to the 
towel he is wearing, onto himself. This is really strange! And it's awkward: You try doing that! 


The bible is full of strange things like that. Often they are clues that there is a deeper spiritual meaning 
to be found in the passage. 


Salvation 
First of all we need to see that the washing of the feet represents our salvation. 
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Peter says to him "Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If | wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me." So what does this tell us? It tells us this. 


Unless we are cleansed by Jesus, washed in His blood, we can not have any part with Him. That is 
we can't have any relationship, we can't know Him as our personal savior without the cleansing of the 
blood. The foot washing then is a picture of our salvation. 


Next we consider the fact that Jesus is getting his towel that he is wearing all dirty, while he is washing 
the men's feet. 


The Sin Bearer 
The deeper meaning here comes from the idea that clean garments represent righteousness, and that 
filthy garments represent sin. We find a reference to filthy garments in Isaiah. 


But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; .... 
Isaiah 64:6 


And clean garments are spoken of in revelation. 


... And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Revelation 7:14 


And it was given unto her that she should array herself in fine linen, bright and pure: for 
the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Revelation 19:8 


So Jesus washed the disciples feet but in the process all their dirt, which stands for sin, gets on him. 
What this passage is showing is that Jesus cleansed us by taking our sin upon himself. 


We can see it stated in another way in Peter, who speaking of Jesus, says:. 


Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 1 Peter 2:24 


And also these passages from 2nd Corinthians and Galatians say something quite similar. 


For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. 2nd Corinthians 5:21 


Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: Galatians 3:13 


It is also found in the old testament when the ministry of the suffering servant, Messiah, is prophesied. 


He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. Isaiah 53:11 


What this is saying is that Jesus took our sin upon himself, or he became sin, or became a curse, for 
our redemption. 


Here are two more verses closely related to this theme. 


For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. Mark 10:45 


So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall 
he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. Hebrews 9:28 


His normal clothes represent his Divine nature. That is what he set aside when he became a man to 
suffer and die for us. 


The towel representing his human nature was clean, reflecting his sinless condition. But in saving us 
he had to take on our sin. And so the towel gets all dirty as he does this service. This is what the foot 
washing illustrates. 


When He is finished, he sets aside the dirty towel and puts his own clothes back on. This speaks of 
Jesus once again taking on the Divine nature after his resurrection. 
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There is a veiled reference to this in the book of Zechariah, where Joshua the high priest is a type of 
Jesus. 


And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and 
Satan standing at his right hand to resist him 

And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that 
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 

Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 

And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the 
filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to 
pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. Zechariah 3:1-4 


This scene shows Jesus as a man coming to the judgment seat of the father, still bearing our sins. 
And we see the Lord, [the Father] rebuke Satan the accuser. After all Jesus was innocent! Then he 
gets a change of raiment, new clothes. His divine nature is restored to him before he is raised from 
the dead. 


Another passage depicting the servant hood of Jesus, our messiah, is in Philippians. 


Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: 

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Philippians 2:5-8 


To sum up the entire scene, what Jesus has done here is to act out his entire ministry in a symbolic 
form. 


He rose up from where he was seated represents leaving His throne in heaven 

Setting aside his clothes is his incarnation. He was born naked into this world. 

Taking a clean towel is the sinless human nature that he took upon himself. 

Washing the men's feet is washing us with the blood. 

Getting the towel dirty, is bearing our sins for us. 

Putting his own clothes back on, is his resurrection in a glorified body, taking His divine nature back 
once again. 

His sitting down again speaks of sitting on his heavenly throne once again, at the right hand of the 
father. 


So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, 
he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? John 13:12 


Lord, help us to realize and be thankful for what you have done for us sinners. 
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Bearing A Burden 


Bill Somers 


(Luke 11:46) And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens 
grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers. 


In this dream, | was on the way somewhere. | was walking along in a city environment. My old pastor 
was walking along with me. 


| had to stop and pick up a very large cardboard box to carry along, on my shoulder. As we went, the 
box got heavier and heavier. It got to where | could barely carry it. The pastor did not offer to help. 


Then whatever was in the box began to shift position, apparently not being loaded in to evenly 
distribute the weight. As the load shifted position, it became even harder to carry, because it would 
throw me off balance. Then the load shifted so much that the box began to break up! 


Finally when | could not carry it any longer, we met up with a group of people who were coming out of 
a church, a funeral party. Just then the box broke apart. And a mans leg stuck out. It turned there was 
a body in the box. We put the body in the coffin from the funeral party, because it was empty. Then 
they took it off to bury. The dead person was familiar to me, but | can't recall who it was. | was so 
relieved not to have to carry that burden any more. The pastor went off somewhere else. 


On waking up, | recalled the dream, and the Lord spoke to me something like 'you've got to bury the 
old man.’ 
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Bait on the Hook 


by Bill Somers 


"Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices." (2 
Corinthians 2:11) 


The Ancient order of Assassins 


An historic legend in the Middle East concerns the so called Ancient order of Assassins. This group was a cult 
branching off of Islam. It was supposedly led by the Old Man of the Mountain, a mythic figure named Hassan. 
Hassan's method of recruiting men to serve as assassins involved the use of Hashish, a drug based on opium. The 
words ‘assassin’ ‘hashish’ and 'hassan' are perhaps somehow related in Arabic. 


Anyway Hassan had a remote mountain fortress where he trained spies and assassins. These men had to be willing 
to go on suicide missions and obey orders at all costs. Hassan had a way to get them to believe that if they sacrificed 
their lives on a mission, they would automatically go to Allah's Paradise. There they would enjoy pleasures for all 
etemity. 


How did he do this? Sometime, early in their training, the men would be drugged with Hashish. Then while they were 
unconscious, they would be taken to another, secret part of the fortress. There when they awoke they found 
themselves in the midst of luxurious apartments and gardens. There they could indulge themselves on the finest foods 
and wines. They were waited upon by harems of beautiful women who gave them every sort of sexual pleasure. All 
the while the men were kept slightly drugged. They were told that this was Allah's Paradise and that all good 
servants of Hassan would go there when they died. 


Next they were drugged unconscious again and taken back to their former quarters. When they awoke to a normal 
state they believed that they had been to paradise. After this, they would do anything Hassan asked them to do. 


Some say that Hassan never existed and the whole thing is a myth. Whether it's true on not, it illustrates a pattern of 
deception that the enemy of our soul commonly employs. 


The pattern of deception. 

The pattern of Deception has three standard features. 

The Bait. An Experience. The person has or is given a genuine experience that is either supernatural or way out of 
the ordinary. 

The Hook. A Lie. The experience is followed by a false explanation of what happened. 

Destructive Consequences: Physical and or spiritual death. The explanation tends to lead them away from belief in 
God or the Bible 


The Ancient order of Assassins 
In the case of the assassins the bait was the very real experience of a pseudo paradise. 
The hook was the lies that they would go there if they gave their lives in service to Hassan or to Islam. 


The consequences were that these men became willing servants of satan leading to their death, both physical and 
eternal. 


The Truth: These men were deliberately deceived by Hassan. 
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Belief in Ghosts 


The Experience: Apparitions, noises and other happenings that hundreds have experienced all around the world and 
all through history are quite real. 


The Lie: These phenomena are caused by spirits of the dead who for some reason are unable to find rest in the 
afterlife. 


The Result: The belief in Ghosts contradicts the Word of God. You end up believing a lie. 
The Truth: Ghostly phenomena are caused and created by demon powers who deliberately intend to deceive. 
Psychic Phenomena 


The Bait: Psychic readers who can tell you things about yourself that they could not possibly know through natural 
means. 


The Hook: The belief that these people have inherent talents that give them this special power. 


The Result: People seek to acquire or develop these so called talents for themselves, instead of looking to God for 
guidance. 


The Truth: The psychics get their information from evil spirits who have the ability to know all about you and tell it to 
them. The psychics themselves have no control over how this happens. They as well as their clients are being 
deliberately deceived. 


Reincarnation 


The Experience: People who have dreams of past lives or who are able to remember details of past lives under 
hypnotism. These details often contain information that the person could not have know by natural means. 


The Hook: The Lie is that people have past lives, and that their souls are reborn into other people after they die. 
The Consequence: Disbelief in heaven or hell and complete loss of the fear of God. 


The Truth: The information and the dreams come from evil spirits who deliberately intend to deceive and lead us 
away from belief in God. 


Evolution 
The Bait: Scientific Evidence from fossils and geology. 


The Hook; The idea that the earth is very old and that life forms came about by gradually change from simpler to 
more complex and advance species. 


The Consequence: Denial of the Biblical account of God's creation. And hence a denial of God's authority over us 
and over this world. 


The Truth: God Created the Heavens and the Earth. He created man and set the laws that he must live by. 
Near death experiences 


The Bait: A person dies during surgery and finds themselves aware that their spirit is floating is space above their 
body on the operating table. Then they find themselves going down a long tunnel and coming out into a bright place 
where they are met by the spirits of their dead relatives and a host of angels. They are told that life after death is a 
wonderful peaceful reality and to not be afraid. Then the surgeons revive them and they eventually wake up in their 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


own bodies again. Often they are able to relate things that went on while they were unconscious in surgery. Their 
experiences are real, but the spirits they encounter are fake and the things they are told are lies. 


The Hook: The lie that there is nothing to fear after death. 


The consequence: Disbelief in biblical accounts of heaven and hell. Disregard for the consequences of sin and no 
fear of the Lord. 


The Truth: These experiences are deliberately engineered by demon powers intending to deceive. [These kinds of 
near death experiences never happen to born again Christians. They usually have an experience with the Lord or a 
vision of heaven in these cases. | 


Out of Body experiences 
These are similar to the above. 
Drug related experiences 
These are similar to the above. 
UFO's 


The Bait. People are constantly having sightings of UFO's. Some are abducted by alien creatures, others are in 
contact with them through psychic means. 


The Hook: That there is intelligent life on other worlds and they have spacecraft they use to visit this earth. 
The Result: Once again disbelief or denial of God's creation. 


The Truth: These sightings and other happenings are well within the power of Demon spirits to create with the 
intention to deceive. 


Conclusion: 

In these end times we are about to go through, we will see many signs and wonders, Supernatural happenings are 
about to become commonplace. These in many cases will be bait, watch for the hook. Beware of any offered 
explanation that ignores or denies that God is in control. 
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Short Bio for Bill Somers 


Updated August 2008 
Basic Information 
William H. (Bill) Somers Jr., 6195 St. Rt. 95., Mt. Gilead, OH 43338 
Phone 1-419-768-2043 Email: wsomers@etpv.org -- 
Origin: 
DOB 8-20-1945 Wyandotte Michigan. Hometown is Southgate MI. Ancestry is Irish, Hungarian, English and/or 
German. 
Education 

8 years of Catholic elementary education 

4 years High School, graduated in college prep program, then 

3 and 1/4 years at Michigan State. Philosophy major, then 

4 years in United States Navy, during Vietnam. Back to Civilian life at the end of 1970 

Also several courses at University of Michigan and University of Phoenix 
Family 

One of 6 siblings. Married at ripe old age of 33. My dear wife, Marylee, had 7 children from her first marriage of 
19 years. It was instant family! She is 6 1/2 years older than I. All the children are grown and living on their own. 
Some are even producing grandchildren. 
Likes: Good food, drink, music, and video's. Getting things for free! 
Dislikes: television, especially the news and the commercials. I only watch it if there is a war, national emergency or 
I'm at someone else's home. Other dislikes: having to fix my car and shopping. 
Work History 

Electronic Technician in the two way radio area. 14 years in Michigan and 14 years in New Orleans LA. 

Computer Technician for 2 1/2 years in Mansfield Ohio. Now Retired 
Current Status 
Officially retired in August 2007. 
Computer experience 

My first computer was an Atari 800 with a whopping 48k of memory. I've done a lot of hardware repair and 
software support, full and part time for about a decade. 
Philosophy 

I was raised a catholic, and became an atheist in high school. In college I flirted with eastern mysticism. [It was 
the 60's after all.] In the 70's till the mid 80's I maintained an interest in New Age topics but not much of a 
commitment there. My big involvement was in the War Games hobby. I was VP of Metro Detroit Gamers for about 
10 years and helped put on some big conventions. We relocated to Louisiana in 84 and almost a year later my wife 
and I became 'born again' Christians. This is where we are at today, though we are now part of the new 
phenomenon of ‘out of church' Christians. That is we're committed Christians but fed up with churches. Technically 
we are ‘between churches.’ 
Interests 

Military topics, Jazz, Bluegrass and other instrumental music, cooking. 
Hobbies 

Playing music on guitar or flute, computers, collecting mp3 files of music and cooking, mostly baking things. 
Activities 

I'm a writer, editor and publisher on the internet. The Web Site is called End Time Prophetic Vision. 
www.etpv.org. 
Each week I publish 25 to 30 articles on the site, including my own writings at times. I have about 90+ articles 
posted there that I have written myself. 
It's like doing a weekly magazine without having to deal with a printer. 
The content consists of essays, articles, prophecies, and accounts of dreams or visions. All of these are supposed to 
be relevant to the belief that we are living in what's called the End Times, just before the Second Coming of Jesus. 
This year [2008] I completed 12 years of such publishing on the internet. 
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Blowing In The Wind 


Bill Somers 


1Co 15:50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 


The answer, my friend, is blowing in the wind, the answer is blowing in the wind. Bob Dylan, 
ancient American folksinger. 


More and more, I’m coming to see that today’s church has a tremendous diversity of opinion on the 
topic of the Kingdom of God. [This is a function of Heinz’s Law of Eschatology. That says, for any 
given topic of eschatology, or the study of end time prophecy, there are 57 varieties of opinion.] 


What exactly is the Kingdom of God? There are those who think the Kingdom of God commences 
when Jesus returns at the second advent, and establishes his capitol in Jerusalem, to rule for 1000 
years. And there are those who think that it’s up to the Church to establish the Kingdom, or to build the 
Kingdom or expand the Kingdom. Some are even at the point of claiming that the way to do this is by 
electing Christians to public office. And then there are those who think that the kingdom of God is 
present anywhere on the earth where there is a strong Christian witness or wherever revival breaks 
out. Still others think that the Kingdom of God is what you join when you become a Christian. 


About a year ago | wrote a short essay on the topic. One definition | use is to say, The Kingdom of 

God is wherever God is King. It’s kind of obvious when you put it that way. Lately on meditating on 
the question, | feel led to expound on an operational definition based on the Words of Jesus in John 

chapter 3. 


John 3: 

1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be 
with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


Now here Jesus speaks about the kingdom is two different ways. In the first case, he talks about 
seeing the kingdom of God. [Verse 3] Then he talks about entering into the Kingdom of God. [Verse 
5] The conditions for each are different too. I’m going to try to analyze what he is saying and what the 
difference is. Lets look again. 


Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
What does it mean to see the Kingdom of God? In Luke 17 it says: 
Lu 17:20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should 


come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 
21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 
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The Kingdom does not come with observation. The Greek word here is parateresis meaning, 
according to Strong’s, inspection, i.e. ocular evidence, or proof based on sight. 

What God is saying here is The Kingdom is not something you see with your eyes; it’s something 
within. | don’t think he was saying the Kingdom was within the Pharisees but that the Kingdom is 
something that comes to be within an individual. You can’t look for it here and there, but within one. 


The Greek word for see here is e/do. It can mean to see, to know, to be aware, to behold, to consider, 
or to understand. So perhaps Jesus is saying here, unless you are born again, you cannot understand 
or know about the Kingdom. 


Then he says: 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 


What does it mean to enter into the Kingdom of God, and how is that different from seeing, Knowing or 
comprehending the Kingdom? The word here in Greek is eiserchomai. 


By the way, it doesn’t matter whether Jesus spoke Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic, Latin or the valley girl 
dialect. The Word of God is written in Greek [or Hebrew] and that’s what we have to deal with. We 
trust that the Holy Spirit of God who inspired the writers of the New Testament knows what he is doing. 
He dictated it in Greek. 


Eiserchomai is defined thusly ; to enter (literally or figuratively):--X arise, come (in, into), enter in(-to), 
go in (through). No surprises here, Jesus is saying you can know about the kingdom, but you won't 
belong to it, unless you meet the conditions. Just like people can know about a country, and even visit 
that country, but becoming a citizen is a little more complicated. 


Supposing that Born Again means what we usually think of; that someone is saved by coming to know 
and acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ. Then he is able to know things somewhat more than what the 
bible calls a natural man. As in 18t Corinthians 2 where we read: 


1Co 2:11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? 
even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 


What we see here is that the natural man cannot know or understand any spiritual matters, such as the 
Kingdom of God. But those who have received the Spirit can. And we’re assuming that someone born 
again, has at least a small portion of the Spirit to allow them this understanding. 


But now we also see that to really become a part of that kingdom, to enter in, it takes something more. 
It requires being born of water and of the Spirit. What exactly does that mean? 


Usually we think of born as in when were you bom. This refers to the manner we come into this world. 
Nicodemus clearly had this in mind when he said “How can a man be born when he is old? can he 
enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 

Our good old American Heritage® Dictionary tells us that born is derived from the verb bear. The 
primary meanings of bear include: hold up, support, carry, relate or to have as a quality. So when a 
person enters the world, he is carried by his mother for a season and finally comes forth. The mother 
bears the child means the mother carries the child. The child is born means the child was carried, and 
the child came forth. It is passive voice, meaning it’s not something that you do, it’s something that is 
done or happens to you. Getting born, after the flesh is not something you initiate or control. Perhaps 
it's the same with being born of the spirit. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


bear (bar) verb 

bore (bdr, bor) borne (bdrn, born) or born (bôrn) bear-ing, bears verb, transitive 

1. To hold up; support. 

2 To carry on one's person; convey. 

3 To carry in the mind; harbor: bear a grudge. 

4 To transmit at large; relate: bearing glad tidings. 

5. To have as a visible characteristic: bore a scar on the left arm. 

6 To have as a quality; exhibit: “A thousand different shapes it bears” (Abraham Cowley). 
7 To carry (oneself) in a specified way; conduct: She bore herself with dignity. 

8. To be accountable for; assume: bearing heavy responsibilities. 

9. To have a tolerance for; endure: couldn't bear his lying. 

10. To call for; warrant: This case bears investigation. 

11. To give birth to. 

12. To produce; yield: plants bearing flowers. 

13. To offer; render: / will bear witness to the deed. 

14. To move by or as if by steady pressure; push: “boats against the current, borne back 
ceaselessly into the past” (F. Scott Fitzgerald). 


verb, intransitive 


1. To yield fruit; produce: peach trees that bear every summer. 

2. To have relevance; apply: They studied the ways in which the relativity theory bears on 
the history of science. 

3. To exert pressure, force, or influence. 

4. a. To force oneself along; forge. b. To endure something with tolerance and patience: 
Bear with me while | explain matters. 

5. To extend or proceed in a specified direction: The road bears to the right at the bottom 
of the hill. 


Excerpted from The American Heritage® Dictionary 


So being born of water and of the Spirit, is to be carried by water or by the Spirit; and also possibly to 
come forth from the water or from the Spirit. 


Coming forth from water seems to refer to water baptism. It symbolizes one’s death to the flesh, or 
death to self, and coming forth as a new creation in Christ. Notice how Jesus rebukes Nicodemus for 
thinking along fleshly, literal lines. 


6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 


Then comes the clincher in verse 8. Notice that Jesus compares someone born of the Spirit with the 
seemingly random blowing of the wind. 


8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


Our dictionary tells me that the word spirit is derived from Middle English, from Old French espirit, 
from Latin spiritus, breath, from spirare, to breathe. The root meaning of spirit is breath. 


The Greek word is pneuma: 
pneuma (pnyoo'-mah) 
from 4154; a current of air, i.e. breath (blast) or a breeze; by analogy or figuratively, a spirit, i.e. 
(human) the rational soul, (by implication) vital principle, mental disposition, etc., or 
(superhuman) an angel, demon, or (divine) God, Christ's spirit, the Holy Spirit:--ghost, life, 
spirit(-ual, -ually), mind. 


And once again you see that the root meaning is breath, and by extension a current of air or a breeze. 
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No wonder Jesus compares it to the wind. This wind is the very breath of God. Jesus is saying that 
being born of the spirit is like being carried by the wind. You don’t know where it’s coming from 
and you don’t know where it’s going. You just go along. That means you must have unquestioning 
obedience to the Spirit of God, the ultimate in faith and trust that comes with total yielding to His Spirit. 


Now what did Jesus say about the kingdom of God? 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 


Let’s rephrase that in a positive sense. If a man is dead to self, and led by the Spirit, he can enter the 
Kingdom of God. So what is the Kingdom of God? The answer is blowing in the wind. 


And this is just another way of saying exactly the same thing Jesus says in Mathew 7:21. 


Mt 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 


It's those who are obedient to the word, that enter in. Those who enter the Kingdom of God are those 
for whom God is King, and not self. Our definition of the Kingdom still makes sense once we see that 
the Kingdom is within someone for whom God is King. The first commandment reads: 


Ex 20:2 | am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 


Isn't that saying the same thing? And Jesus refers to the first commandment thusly in Mathew22. 


Mt 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 


So if one is led of the Spirit and truly obeys the first commandment, he has entered the Kingdom of 
God. No wonder Jesus says in Mathew 6 to seek first the Kingdom. 


Mt 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 


Then when his men asked him how to pray, he mentioned the Kingdom again. 


Lu 11:2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 


If we look at the second half of this verse, we can find a case of parallel statements. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. m going to rephrase these slightly to bring out an 
interesting feature. 


Thy kingdom come, as in heaven, so in earth. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 


The point here is that these are not two different requests, they are the same request repeated in 
slightly differing language. Looking at it this way it’s clear that the kingdom is where his will is done. 
Doing his will is entering his kingdom. And to the extent we do his will, that is the extent of his rule in 
our lives. Praying that it be as in heaven, is praying that it be done totally and absolutely. 


There is a transition into his kingdom coming to us in these end times. Here and there people are 
reporting that they spend more and more time in his presence and in his perfect will. This will increase 
dramatically with the outpouring of the spirit that is beginning. We will shortly see his kingdom fully and 
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clearly established in his people. It’s what we see in Isaiah 52, where the people of God are 
proclaiming his Kingdom has come on earth as in heaven, with the words Our God Reigns. 


Isa 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 


This will be here on earth, as in heaven and before the second advent. Meanwhile the adversary’s rule 
increases over the rest of the world. This can be seen in Isaiah 60. 


Isa 60:1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 
2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the 
LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 


Let’s look at some other aspects of what the kingdom means. 
We hear a lot of talk saying the church is not under the law, but look at how it’s phrased here in 
Galatians 5: 


Ga 5:16 This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 


That is to say, you are not under the law only if you are fully led by the Spirit, not before. Now notice 
how the idea of receiving the Spirit is linked with faith in Galatians 3: 


Ga 3:2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith? 

3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. 

5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he 
it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 

6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 


And in verse 7 you see how it’s also linked with the Children of Abraham. If one is of faith and receives 
the spirit by faith, one is a child of Abraham. Then if one is totally led by the spirit, being dead to self, 
you are in the Kingdom, the household of Abraham, the house hold of God. 


Look at this passage from Romans, and notice in Romans 8:1 how it defines what it means to be In 
Christ. That is to walk after, or be led by the Spirit, not the flesh. 


Ro 7:25 | thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the 
law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 

Romans chapter 8 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. 

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 


Now notice verse 8 where it says: 
Rom 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 


And compare that with Hebrews 11:6 and you can see how being led of the spirit is linked with having 
faith. 


Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 


Next note how being led by the spirit is equated with being Sons of God. 

Rom 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
Let’s look back at the idea of being under or not under the law. 

Galatians 5: 18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
Here in Second Corinthians we see the written law contrasted with the Spirit. 


2 Co 3:2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: 

3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, 
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy 
tables of the heart. 

4 And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 

5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency 
is of God; 

6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 


The written word, or letter of the law, is comparable to the flesh. It’s only as the Spirit speaks the word 
to us that life is imparted. This is the hearing of faith. This is brought out in John 6: 


Joh 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that | speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and they are life. 


Hebrews 4 brings out an example where the word of God did not profit those who heard it because of 
lack of faith. They did not hear with the ears of the spirit, but only with the flesh. They could only get the 
literal meaning, not the spiritual, and did not enter into God’s rest. 
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Heb 4:1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of 
you should seem to come short of it. 

2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As | have sworn in my wrath, if 
they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the 
world. 


The promise of entering his rest is one of those described in 2 Peter as leading to partaking of the 
divine nature. 


2 Pe 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these 
ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. 


There are many other elements that could be brought out in this subject, but we will end with a selah 
and summarize. 


Summary 

Entering into the kingdom of God is like blowing in the wind. It is to die to self, to become a son of 
God, to do His will here on Earth, to be of the household of faith, to enter into his rest, to be in Christ, 
to have Christ be in you, to partake of the Divine nature, and be led of the Spirit. Ultimately it is to 
partake of the Tree of Life and the unity of the brethren. 
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The Books Are Sealed 


Bill Somers 


A Look at the sealed books, what are they why are they sealed, when will they be unsealed. 


There are three references to sealed book(s) in the Old Testament. The most well known is that in Daniel. Here is part of 
it: 


Daniel 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, even to the time of the end. Many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." 


We find two references in Isaiah on the same topic. 
Isaiah 8:16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 


Isaiah 29: 

10 For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes; the prophets 
and your rulers, the seers hath He covered. 

11 And the vision of all has become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to 
one that is learned, saying, "Read this, | pray thee"; and he saith, "I cannot, for it is sealed." 

12 And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, "Read this, | pray thee"; and he saith, "I am 
not learned." 


Later in the same chapter of Isaiah, the Lord speaks of a future day when things will be different. 


Isaiah 29:18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see 
out of obscurity and out of darkness. 


Some writers claim that the book sealed is just the book of Daniel and do not see the connection between that reference 
and the others mentioned here. But the reference in Isaiah uses the words ‘testimony’ and 'law'. These words commonly 

refer to the Word of God. See Psalm 119 for example. The quote from Isaiah 29 says the people have no vision. And it's 

not just a case of not being able to read, the unlearned one can't read. It's a case of not being able to understand what is 
being read. The learned one cannot read it because it is sealed. That is he can tell you exactly what it says, but he has 

no idea what it really means! 


This speaks of the condition of the Church where we all have a good idea of what the bible says, but cannot come to any 
agreement about what it means! The Book That is Sealed is The Bible! The entire bible, not just Daniel. 


There is one sense in which the Word is a Sealed book to the unbeliever. In that the natural man cannot understand the 
Word since things of the Spirit must be understood by the Spirit. That is with the Spirit of God to enable you to 
understand His Word. 


Yet these references are talking about God's people not being able to understand the Word. Here is an example form 2nd 
Corinthians: 


2 Corinthians 3: 

14 But their minds were blinded; and up until this day the same veil remaineth untaken away in the reading of 
the old testament, which veil is done away with in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their hearts. 

16 Nevertheless when they shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away. 


Notice this passage speaks of a veil blinding their minds. Yet there is a promise that the veil will be removed when they 
turn to the Lord. Let's not presume to think that this applies only to the old testament Hebrew people. It speaks just as 
surely to the church of today. 


In Jesus' ministry, many of the things that he taught his disciples fell on deaf ears. [ ... seal the law among my disciples 
....] They also suffered from a certain spiritual blindness. For instance: 


Mark 9:32 But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask Him. 
Luke 2:50 And they understood not the saying which He spoke unto them. 


Luke 9:45 But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they perceived it not; and 
they were afraid to ask Him about that saying. 


Luke 18:34 And they understood none of these things; and this saying was hidden from them, neither 
knew they the things which were spoken. 


John 10:6 This parable Jesus spoke unto them, but they understood not the things of which He spoke 
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unto them. 


John 16: 

16 "A little while, and ye shall not see Me; and again a little while, and ye shall see Me, because | go to the 
Father." 

17 Then said some of His disciples among themselves, "What is this that He saith unto us, `A little while, 
and ye shall not see Me; and again a little while, and ye shall see Me,' and, ‘because | go to the Father'?" 
18 They said therefore, "What is this that He saith, `A little while’? We cannot tell what He saith." 


They too knew their scriptures, and heard Jesus' words for themselves, yet could not come to any agreement on the 
meaning. Yet for them, there came a day when Jesus opened their understanding and explained the scriptures. That day 
is coming for us, and soon. 


In Revelations the prophet John witnesses a scene involving a book or scroll. The book is sealed! 


Revelation 5:1 And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the 
back, sealed with seven seals. 


Notice that the book is described as being written within and on the back. Many prophecy commentators claim that this 
scroll is the ‘title deed to planet earth’. But it is much more than that. 


Here are two old testament references to writings that use very similar language. The stone tablets Moses received were 
written on both sides and the scroll Ezekiel saw was written the same way. 


Exodus 32: 

15 And Moses turned and went down from the mount, and the two tablets of the testimony were in his hand. 
The tablets were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they written. 

16 And the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tablets. 


Ezekiel 2: 

9 And when I looked, behold, a hand was sent unto me; and lo, a scroll of a book was therein. 

10 And He spread it before me; and it was written within and without, and there were written therein 
lamentations and mourning and woe. 


Now the feature of being written on both sides has two purposes. 
1. It allows to see that there is a link between the tablets, the scroll and the book. It lets us see that they are actually 
differing images of the same thing. That they all represent the Word of God. 


2. It gives us a clue to the nature of the Word of God. When something is written on both sides, then naturally you 
cannot see all of the writing at once. That is part of the writing is visible or revealed and part is not visible. It is covered, 
hidden or sealed! Part of it can be understood right away and part of it cannot. 


In Hebrews 5, the Word of God is compared to food. Some of it is like milk, easily digested and suited for newborns. 
Some of it is like meat, requiring some effort to digest and suited for the strong and mature. This is the same as saying 
that some can be understood right away and some takes a while. 


Now what we are getting at here is that the book Daniel talks about as sealed is the book sealed with 7 seals in 
Revelation 5. And the fact that it is sealed means that parts of it cannot be understood, until the seals come off! No man 
is worthy to take the book and open the seals. Only Jesus, who is the Word of God, can remove the seals. That is to 
say, man cannot know God by his own efforts, God must reveal Himself. 


Secondly, since the scroll represents the Word of God, and Jesus is the Word of God, then the vision of Jesus opening 
the scroll is a vision of God revealing Himself. Like the Last book of the Bible: 
It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Bethel And Peniel 


Bill Somers 


A look at Jacob's two encounters with the Lord and their prophetic implications for end time 
understanding. 


Bethel [House of God] 


Genesis 28: 

10 And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was 
set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in 
that place to sleep. 

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 

13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, | am the LORD God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed; 

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed. 

15 And, behold, | am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will 
bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which | have 
spoken to thee of. 

16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and 
| knew it not. 

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his 
pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 

19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz 
at the first. 


There is something very profound in this story, actually several things. Let's ask ourselves first: isn't is 
odd for someone to use a stone for a pillow? Couldn't Jacob have found something just a little bit 
softer and more comfortable to use? Sure he could have. The Lord is using the stone pillow to get our 
attention to his use of symbols and types here. 


A Symbol can be a thing or object that is used to represent some thing or someone else. A Type is 
usually a person who has similarities to someone else, and is used to illustrate some point about that 
someone else. A allegory is a story using symbols and types, used to present some lesson about the 
things represented. 


In this story about Jacob resting on a stone pillow, Jacob is being used as a type of Jesus. The cross 
reference verse that gives us a Clue is this:. 


And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. (Matthew 8:20 KJV) 


The use of a pillow speaks of finding a place to lay one's head. 


So when Jacob finds this place to rest his head it speaks of Jesus finding a place to rest his head. In 
the context of Matthew 8, where Jesus says he has no place to rest his head, the discussion is about 
following Jesus. For in the verse just before we read: 


And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, | will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest. (Matthew 8:19 KJV) 
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Here we see a man claiming he would follow Jesus wherever. 
And what does Jesus answer? 


And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. (Matthew 8:20 KJV) 


So what kind of an answer is that? It seems that Jesus is changing the topic and talking about 
something totally different! Well consider that the followers of Jesus, which is what this section of 
Matthew is about, make up the ‘body of Christ’. 


For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he 
is the saviour of the body. (Ephesians 5:23 KJV) 


Now look at these other selections from Ephesians. 


Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God 

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone 

In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord 

In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
(Ephesians 2:19-22 KJV) 


But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ 

From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (Ephesians 4:15-16 KJV) 


In Ephesians 2:21 we see the phrase "fitly framed together"; and in 4:16 we read "fitly joined 
together". This is talking about the members of the body finding their proper place in Christ. And the 
Body of Christ being attached to the Head of the Body, Jesus. 


When he talks about the fox holes or the birds nests, you think naturally that this is where they go to 
sleep for the night. So if the Son of Man has no place to sleep, is he some kind of homeless person? 
Well in a sense, yes he is. But He is also talking about laying his head on his body! So what is it that 
keeps him from laying his head on the body? The foxes and birds? Yes exactly, because they are 
symbols of demons. Look at this parable of the sower from Matthew 13. 


And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured 
them up: (Matthew 13:4 KJV) 


When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh 
the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which 
received seed by the way side. (Matthew 13:19 KJV) 


Here the fowls of the air are the forces of the wicked one that resist those who would follow Jesus. 


Then he uses the same symbol in the parable of the mustard seed, where the birds nest in the 
branches of the mustard. 


Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain 
of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field 

Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, 
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 
(Matthew 13:31-32 KJV) 


Here the kingdom speaks of the church, seed sown is the mustard seed of faith dealt out to every man 
who hears the word. Now if the church is symbolized by a tree with birds nesting in it, and the birds are 
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the forces of the wicked one, what does all this tell us? It says that there are demonic strongholds in 
the church that hinder the people from being true followers of the Lord. | don't think that is too 
surprising! 


As for the foxes, we know that it's the foxes that spoil the vine and the vine is another symbol of the 
church. 


Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes. 
(Song of Songs 2:15 KJV) 


Then the talk about foxes' holes and birds' nests is describing something [the influence of the enemy] 
that prevents the followers from being true followers. This then prevents Him from coming to his resting 
place, and indwelling in his body. 


So what is it saying when Jacob finds a place to rest his head. Well look at Jacob's dream. 


And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. Genesis 28:12 


To see the full import of this we need another cross reference. 


And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. (John 1:51 KJV) 


After this | looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which | 
heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will 
shew thee things which must be hereafter. Revelation 4:1 


Jacob dreams of seeing into heaven. John has a vision of a door opened in heaven. Jesus speaks of 
heaven being opened hereafter. The hereafter then clearly speaks of the end times or latter days. So 
this is telling us that hereafter, in the latter days, the son of man will find the place to lay his head. 


Therefore we can conclude that this passage is prophesying that there will be a time when the 
influence of the enemy will be removed from the church. And then the Body of Christ will come 
together in unity. 


So that still leaves the question of Why Did Jacob Use a Stone Pillow? And the answer here is that 
God is having a little fun with a pun. If a stone is where you lay your head, then you can call it a head- 
stone. And that gets you right into the meaning of the last section of the story where Jacob takes the 
rock and sets it up and anoints it. 


Here Jacob is used as a type of the Father. There are three passages relevant to this. First in 
Zechariah, 


Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he 
Shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 
(Zechariah 4:7 KJV) 


Here the Father is setting the Head in place. And the place is on top of the 'Great Mountain mentioned 
here namely Mt. Zion, i.e. the church, i.e. the body of Christ. 


Next, Psalm 2 shows this, the Father sets His King in place, the King is the Son.And Mt. Zion is the 
Kingdom. 


Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 
I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have | 
begotten thee. (Psalms 2:6-7 KJV) 


Then third, Jacob anoints the stone, this is seen in Psalm 133, where the anointing, the precious 
ointment, is poured on the head of the high priest Aaron [Jesus is our high priest] and this is likened to 
the dew on Mount Zion. 
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Psalm 133:1 A Song of degrees of David. Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon 

the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his 
garments; 

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life 
for evermore. 


Here we see the anointing on the head, which is the rock, which is Jesus. It happens in a place of 
unity, again Mt. Zion, where the Body of Christ comes together, resting in Him! 


What about the rest of the passage? Verses 13-15 are where God declares his covenant promises to 
Jacob. We are going to see those promises fulfilled in the latter days. Then in verse 17 we read: And 
he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! This clearly speaks of a great Fear of the Lord 
that will be present in that place. And what is the place? " this is none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven. 


Of course the House of God is exactly what he is talking about over in Ephesians where we read this. 


Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God 

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone 

In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord 

In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
(Ephesians 2:19-22 KJV) 


Then He named the place Bethel, which means House of God. That is God's resting place, where he 
chooses to dwell. And when we come to rest in him, we'll find our resting place, our place of peace, 
which can only be in Him. 


Peniel [Face of God] 


Genesis 32: 

24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the 
day. 

25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; 
and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, | will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me. 

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 

28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast 
thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 

29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, | pray thee, thy name. And he said, 
Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. 

30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for | have seen God face to face, and 
my life is preserved. 

31 And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 


Here is Jacob wrestling with God in Genesis 32. You know some people say that it was not God, but 
an angel or a man. Even though it plainly says, | have seen God face to face! | think it's one of those 
things that you have to get your own revelation on. 


The breaking new day is the third day, the new millennium. 


The breaking of day is the dawning of the third day. Here Jacob is of course renamed Israel. As Israel, 
he is a type of the church or people of God and this wrestling speaks of the shaking of all things that 
God will use to bring his people to the place of obedience. What is very clever here is the point about 
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touching Jacob's thigh. Here is the relevant scripture that provides the clue to the meaning of this 
incident. 


He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. 
The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy. 
(Psalms 147:10-11 KJV) 


The thrust of verse 10 is strength. The strength of a horse is compared to the legs of a man. Our legs 
are our largest and strongest muscle group. Weight lifters can lift far more with the legs than any other 
body part. What the Lord is saying here is that the legs represent man operating in his own strength. 
He doesn't want us to labor in our own strength but to rest in him and let the Joy of the Lord be our 
strength. So what is very profound here is that He touched Jacob's thigh causing him to limp from then 
on. This speaks of a permanent change in the body, the body of Christ, where it no longer operates in 
it's own strength! We find a cross reference to this way over in Hebrews. 


By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, 
leaning upon the top of his staff. (Hebrews 11:21 KJV) 


When the lord touched his leg he was a cripple from then on. Doesn't sound very kind of him does it. 
But it is part of the symbolism as we saw. And it was a blessing! 


The permanent change in Jacob's body speaks of a permanent change in the body of Christ. One way 
of expressing it is to say Jacob's walk was changed. The Church today is not walking the right walk 
but God is about to change that in like manner. 


Jacob had to walk with a staff for the rest of his days. Now the staff is a symbol of authority. As long as 
we are depending on God for our strength, we will have HIS authority to lean on. 


The Name and the Nature 


What is so important about characters names it that it speaks of their nature. The many names of God 
are descriptions of his nature. The Lord our healer, the lord our provider etc all tell us who and what he 
is. His name tells his nature. 


The name is the nature, when Jacobs name was changed, it meant his nature was changed. As a type 
of the church, it foretells a coming change in the nature of the church. The change comes at the break 
of day, the new day, the third day, etc. 


From Jacob to Israel 


The name Jacob is ‘heel catcher’. It's translated supplanter or restrainer. Jacob was a conniver up till 
that point, when his name changed, his personality did also. 


The name Israel is translated soldier of God or Prince of God or ‘he will rule as God’. The change in 
the nature from Jacob to Israel foretells a change in the nature of the church. Once that change comes, 
the church can begin to exercise the power and authority that has been given her. 


You can find a similar idea in Ephesians 2. 


And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: (Ephesians 2:6 KJV) 


And in Revelation 3 


To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in his throne. (Revelation 3:21 KJV) 


Both of these scriptures await fulfillment. 


Now after The Lord changed Jacob's name, Israel asked the Lord for His name! And God says to him 
"Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? 
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Since the name tells us the nature, we see that Israel's first reaction to being changed is to seek after 
God's nature. He want's to be like Jesus! And that is something available to those who are changed in 
like manner. 


Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. (2 Peter 1:4 KJV) 


This whole story of Jacob at Peniel is an allegory of the believer and/or the church having an 
encounter with God. It's such a great encounter that one comes away from it totally transformed 
[conformed to Christ]. You could say it's the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


When Israel came away from it, he said "for I have seen God face to face". 
In John's first epistle, he describes it like this: 


Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (1 
John 3:2 KJV) 


So what is the connection between these two stories. Clearly there are a lot of points in common. | 
believe that they are two sides of the same coin, or two viewpoints on the same events. Bethel is 
seeing things from God's point of view. Here Jacob is a type of God, and God is saying this. 


When | find that | can set my head in place on the body, | will fulfill the promises, made to the fathers, in 
the covenant, i.e. the prophecies in the bible; and establish my rule in my Kingdom. 


Peniel is seeing things from man's viewpoint. There Jacob is a type of the believer or of God's 
people. There, God is saying to us that when we come to the point of submitting to God, we won't 
labor in our own strength anymore but be transformed into the new creation and enter into the 
kingdom, walking in right relationship with our God. 
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The Three Campaigns 
A prophecy by Bill Somers 


"Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died. And Joash the king of Israel came down 
unto him, and wept over his face, and said, O my father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the 
horsemen thereof. And Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him bow and 
arrows. And he said to the king of Israel, Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put his hand upon it: 
and Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands. And he said, Open the window eastward. And he 
opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And he said, The arrow of the LORD'S deliverance, 
and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have 
consumed them. And he said, Take the arrows. And he took them. And he said unto the king of Israel, 
Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God was wroth with him, and 
said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst 
consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice." (2 Kings 13:14-19) 

"And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Benhadad the son of Hazael the cities, 
which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Joash beat him, and 
recovered the cities of Israel." (2 Kings 13:25) 


In the above passage, the Lord established a pattern for victory which he repeats again in the New Testament. 
The way to describe or characterize this pattern is this. He grants three victorious campaigns against the 
enemy. In this context they are historic military campaigns, but they are also prophetic types of future 
spiritual campaigns, against spiritual enemies. 

There are three sets of three victorious campaigns. In other words this pattern of three victories in the natural, 
is a pattern to be fulfilled three times in the spiritual. Two of them are found in the New Testament, the third is 
yet to come. 

The first of these spiritual campaigns is found in the three and one half year ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the forerunner of the Church. 

The second of the three is found in the three missionary journeys of Paul, a type of the Church. 

The third will be found in the end time harvest of the Church. 

Without going into exhaustive detail on the first two, I just ask you to recall that many editions of the Bible will 
have maps in the back. Most always these maps include the three journeys of Jesus around Palestine, and 
Paul's three missionary voyages. Both of these represent three victorious campaigns against enemy territory. 
The enemy territory, in Jesus case, was the lands frequented by Jews of Galilee and Judea. For Paul, it was 
the known world of Greek and Roman civilization. 

For the Church of today and the end times we are entering into, enemy territory is the entire world! 


The Prophecy. 

Just as ancient Israel enjoyed three victorious campaigns against her enemies. 

And just and the Lord Jesus carried out three victorious campaigns against His enemies. 

And just as Paul's voyages represent three victorious campaigns against the enemy. 

The Lord has shown me that His Church will experience: 

THREE GREAT WAVES OF WORLD EVANGELIZATION during the end time harvest. 

This will represent the final set of three victorious campaigns and will be the final fulfillment of the pattern set 
down in 2nd Kings 13. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Comments on Reformation 
Bill Somers 


The article below is written in response to last weeks post Luther and Church Reformation. 
Dear Clay and List Members 


You had a really great discussion on church reformation last week. The tie in with the film Luther is 
truly a prophetic sign. 


| enjoyed the discussion so much that | re-posted the entire series of messages on my WebSite, End 
Time Prophetic Vision, www.etpv.org 


Near the end of the series of messages you were looking for someone to disagree with Danette 
Mallard, so | am going to offer a minor disagreement, and cover a couple other points. 


First a comment on Danette and what can be expected in the coming reformation. 
Second, an illustration of the process from scripture. 


And finally, a look at what it means to come out of Babylon. 


Danette wrote: 


Do you think the organized church will be reformed? | cant even begin to see anything like 
that happening....that day is over. God is putting together his own people, shaping his 
remnant and they'll be totally separate from organizations. 


| cant even imagine that he would reform an organized giant with masses of people who have 
chosen the broad road. | don't think he's ever gonna come in and sweep through them and 
bring reform. Its always been the nature of God as far as | can see to go out to the lowly 
places and raise them up. That churchy world out there doesn't even know for the most part 
what God is doing in secret right under their noses. He didn't reveal his own sons birth to the 
"church", he went out in the fields and revealed him to some lowly shepherds. Just wonder 
why l'm all the time hearing "reformation" when all along | see God giving that big organized 
institutionalized giant up. 


When people talk about "revival" and "reformation" I've gotta assume they mean remnant, 
as far as the rest of the masses, | see a great falling away led by a Laodician system that was 
never of God. God is pouring out his spirit on a remnant, different day now than then. Hey | 
welcome being wrong, but the day of the organization is over and those who opt out will be 
few but powerful! 


Sis in Christ, 
Danette 


Where | disagree with Danette is in her expectation that the mass of people in today's organized 
church will be left out of the coming move. The organized church of today may pass away, but the 
people will have greater things to occupy themselves with. | offer the following long quote from Rick 
Joyner, which shows what we can expect to happen with the denominations and such in the days to 
come. 
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A Vision Of The Harvest 
By Rick Joyner 


[The following text is from The Morning Star circa 1988. 
Copyright Morning Star Publications , 16000 Lancaster Hwy., Charlotte, NC 28277, phone: 
704-542-0278] 


PREFACE 


This is a brief summary of a vision the Lord gave me about the coming harvest. Lord willing | 
hope to publish the entire vision in the near future. | am distributing this summary now because 
there are parts to it that have become very timely for the body of Christ. | also have reason to 
believe this may be coming to pass much sooner than | had previously considered. 


To properly understand this vision you must keep in mind that it represents a GRADUAL 
unfolding which takes place over a period of time, possibly many years. Though | do not know 
the timing of these events, it is obvious that some are already beginning to take place. Whether 
the complete unfolding takes five years or fifty | do now know. | do know they will come as 
travail does upon a woman in labor. That is, they will come in waves with relative calm in 
between. As we get closer to the birth these "contractions" will become both more frequent and 
more intense until they are constant. | also perceive that the timing of these events will not be 
the same for all parts of the body of Christ. 


Please let me include a caution. Much of this vision seems spectacular; its fulfillment will be 
even more so. Some who are foreseeing these things have begun to question works they are 
presently involved in as being irrelevant and destined to pass away. | think there are many 
works that should be questioned in this manner with or without the vision, but | know that many 
works which are destined to pass away in this coming move are presently serving the purpose 
of God and helping to prepare His way. | would question any drastic changes in direction 
caused by any vision. This was given merely to aid and give confidence to the preparation He 
is already working in His people. Do with all of your heart what He has given you to do. If we 
are abiding in Him, the changes that are coming will be an exhilarating fulfillment of His work, 
not its destruction. When the Lord fulfilled the Law it did pass away, but it did so with glory. 
When Jesus fulfilled it, for the first time its true purpose and all that it had accomplished was 
realized. Many works will fade in this coming move, but they too will do so with great glory if 
they were indeed His work. 


In this vision | do not see beyond this harvest. | believe | somewhat understand the unfolding 
plan of God beyond this but that is my interpretation of the scriptures. As is was not given as a 
part of this vision | do not feel that it should be included here. | believe that the scriptures verify 
this vision but | have included very few here to leave room for the Lord to speak to those who 
receive it individually. 


The Lord has revealed to many of His prophets that there will soon be a great outpouring of His 
Spirit. This revival will be greater than all those preceding it. This vision includes key elements 
to this coming harvest and what the Lord is doing in the church now to prepare for it. 


This outpouring will ultimately result in some very radical changes for both the church and the 
world. These need to be understood by those who would be used by God for one of the 
greatest events in History. To those who are diligent seekers of God and obedient to His will, 
this vision does not represent disruption. These things will happen to them as a natural flow of 
the Spirit moving them to increased light and intimacy with Him. Those that are comfortable 
and resist change will have a very hard time. | ask you to openly and prayerfully reflect on what | 
am herein sharing with you. Some of these things may not speak to you now, but | believe they 
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will in the future and will give you great peace and confidence as you remember them. 


For the coming harvest the Lord is preparing a great spiritual "fishnet", one able to hold the 
catch that is coming. This net is formed by the linking together of His people. The links in this 
net are the interrelationships of His people. The stronger the intercommunication and 
interrelationships, the stronger this net will be. It in not only happening in the local churches 
among members, but between ministries and congregations throughout the world. In 
Ephesians 4:15-16, we see this principle: "...we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is 
the Head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which 
every JOINT supplies...." A joint is not a part, but it is where two or more parts come together. 
There is a great fitting together going on in the Spirit now and it will increase in the near future, 
on all levels. 


The Spirit is compelling pastors to get together with other pastors, prophets with prophets, 
apostles with apostles, and even whole congregations are beginning to visit and interrelate 
with other congregations apart from their own circles of emphasis. This is the Lord's doing. 
Some of these meetings may seem fruitless because of improper agendas but they will bear 
fruit, there will be links made. Soon the Lord's presence in these meetings will melt all 
presumption and the facades which separate us from union with Him and each other. His 
presence will stimulate a worship that brings about Psalm 133 unity - as we anoint the Head 
with our worship the oil will flow down to the edge of His robes - covering the entire body. 


He is beginning this breakdown of barriers with the leadership because this is where most 
originate and where they are the strongest. As the walls come down here the entire body will 
begin to flow together. If the leaders resist this move the Lord will continue through the 
congregations. These will begin to relate to other members of the body of Christ and their 
bonds will grow stronger regardless of the resistance or warnings of their pastors. Some 
pastors and leaders who continue to resist this tide of unity will be removed from their place, 
Some will become so hardened they will become opposers and resist God to the end. Most 
will be changed and repent of their resistance. 


Because on the magnitude of the "catch" this net will be rent many times and will be in need of 
constant mending. Much of the discord now taking place in the church is used by the Lord to 
prepare those whose task in the harvest will be almost exclusively devoted to the mending and 
binding of this great net. These peacemakers will have a great part in building this net and 
have a major impact on the effectiveness of the entire revival. Those that seem to always find 
themselves in the middle of conflicts should be encouraged with the knowledge that they are 
being prepared for a great work. 


Some that were used greatly of God in the past have become too rigid in doctrinal emphasis, 
or are too entangled with spiritual "Ishmaels", to participate in this revival. Some of these will try 
to join the work but their interrelationships will be so superficial that they will quickly be torn 
from the net with the first catch. Those who are linked together by doctrine or who gather 
around personalities will quickly be torn away. Only those who are joined by and through Jesus 
alone will stand the pressure this harvest will bring upon the church. (Col. 1:17). The 
redemption of so many will bring much joy but they will come with problems which bring 
enormous stress to congregations and ministers. The cords of unity must be very strong to 
stand this pressure. Those who have not learned to take the Lord's yoke, and not try to carry 
the burdens themselves, will be overwhelmed. Entering the Sabbath rest of the Lord will 
become a major emphasis in preparation for the harvest. Heed this word! 


A large number who are now considered Christians, even spirit- filled Christians, have never 
been led to the Lord. They were led to the church, to a personality, or to a doctrine or 
emphasis. Some of these will think they are important links in the net but will actually become 
part of the harvest, starting over again on the proper Foundation -- Jesus. This group includes 
many well known ministers and pastors. Their humility in this will lead multitudes to question 
and strengthen their own relationship to the Lord. This will strengthen and encourage the entire 
body of Christ. 
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Many denominations, extra-local fellowships and circles of emphasis will begin disbanding and 
severing those ties, even those that were ordained by God for a season, in order to take their 
place in this great net that the Lord is now forming. For some these ties will just be ignored or 
forgotten until they have passed away, almost without notice, because of the greater intensity 
and substance of this new move. For others it will be a very painful rending as they are 
persecuted and rejected by those who do not understand. Those who are required to leave 
much behind will soon receive many times that which they have left. 


Some leaders will actually disband their organizations as they realize they are no longer 
relevant to what God is doing. Others will just leave them behind to disband of themselves. 
Ultimately, all circles of ministry or influence with individual identities will dissolve into a single 
identity of simply being Christians for all who become part of this harvest. Single presbyteries 
will form over cities and localities. These will be made up of pastors and leaders from all 
different backgrounds. Their unity and harmony in purpose, as well as that of the various 
congregations, will become a marvel to the world. The Lord will give these presbyteries great 
wisdom and discernment but there will be no doubt that Jesus alone will be the Head of His 
church. What is coming will be bigger than any man or council of men could control or 
administrate. 


The Lord's purpose in preparing for the harvest is to JOIN, not separate. The dismantling of 
organizations and disbanding of some works will be a positive and exhilarating experience for 
the Lord's faithful servants. They will not be just leaving something behind, they will be going on 
to a much greater work. Those who have fallen to worship the work of God more than the God 
of the work will have trouble, but most of these too will be set free by the tremendous anointing 
that is coming. Those that feel called to attack and tear down the old will not be sent from the 
Lord. There will be many "stumbling blocks" circulating in the church that will cause confusion 
and some destruction from time to time. They will perceive themselves as prophets sent to 
judge and deliver. Those serving in leadership must trust their discernment and REMOVE the 
stumbling blocks. 


Now here is the illustration from the bible. 
Balaam and the Ass 


In this story there is an allegory of the end times. Balaam represents the organized church while the 
ass represents the prophetic remnant. The Angel of the Lord, is the Lord of course, and the drawn 
sword in hand speaks of Judgments in the Earth, or Judgments being carried out. 


Nu 22:23 And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn 
in his hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam 
smote the ass, to turn her into the way. 

Nu 22:24 But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this 
side, and a wall on that side. 

25 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and 
crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again. 

26 And the angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to 
turn either to the right hand or to the left. 

27 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's 
anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff. 

28 And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have | 
done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times? 

29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a 
sword in mine hand, for now would | kill thee. 

30 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever 
since | was thine unto this day? was | ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay. 
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31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing 
in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his 
face. 


The interpretation is like this. The ass [prophetic remnant] can see what Balaam [the organized 
church] cannot. The ass sees the sword in hand means the remnant is aware of judgments coming. 
The ass takes action to avoid the judgments and protect the rider, even to the point of causing pain to 
Balaam. 


Now Balaam beats the ass of course, and this speaks of the organized church persecuting the 
prophetic remnant. This is the often prophesied civil war in the church. This only goes on for a while, 
then the Lord intervenes and opens Balaam's eyes. Then we are told Balaam bows to him. This tells 
us that at some point the Lord will bring the civil war to an end, and cause all his people to worship 
him. 


This is also prophesied in Isaiah 29. The hypocrites and stumbling blocks are described in vs. 20 and 
21. And those willing to repent are redeemed in verse 24. 


Isa 29:18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind 
shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 

19 The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch 
for iniquity are cut off: 

21 That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the 
gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought. 

22 Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, 
Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. 

23 But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall 
sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. 

24 They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall 
learn doctrine. 


Leaving Babylon 


We find more and more people leaving the organized churches. | have been out of them for a few 
years now myself. But then we also see lots of these people wondering what is the alternative. Do we 
have a house church, a cell church, some hybrid mixture of house meetings and seminars? We even 
have a Church With No Name! 


There is an old saying about country folk: You can take the boy out of the country but you can't take the 
country out of the boy. 


We can paraphrase that to apply it here. 

You can take the believer out of Babylon, but you can't take Babylon out of the believer. 
This is what is happening with many who leave the churches. They want to start something new. And 
this is also why in many cases they are being called out of the churches and not being sent anywhere 
else or not starting something new. They are just coming out to be with the Lord and learn from him. 
And the Lord is the only one who can take Babylon out of the believer! 


The root of denominationalism goes back to The Tower Of Babel [Babylon] 


Ge 11:4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto 
heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole 
earth. 
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Here we see that the people wanted to make a name for them selves. The root word of denomination 
is nomination which means to name. Once you have a name, you are distinguished from the others. A 
name tells the world that we're not like those others. We're different. Picking a name sets up a barrier, 
a wall of separation. We have had Non-Denominational Churches for decades now. Non- 
Denominational is the name for that denomination. Church With No Name is a name of a church! It's 
still the spirit of Babylon working. 


My point here is that it's not up to us to decide what form of worship we will have or what kinds of 
fellowship we will have. It's just up to us to hear the Lord and obey. And if he tells one group to meet in 
cells of 12 and another group to meet as a body of 500, why get upset? Why compare what he tells 
one with what he tells another? He is the builder, we are the blocks. We must trust that He knows what 
He is doing. 


Joyner's vision above makes mention of city wide, or regional presbyteries, but no mention of actual 
form. Perhaps the form is to be constantly changing, or it has to vary with circumstances we are 
unaware of. When we seek to establish a form, we are getting back into naming names, and erecting 
walls. 


The only name we need to be concerned with is the Name of Jesus 


Col 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him. 


Php 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; 


Ac 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
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Confessions of a False Prophet 
By Bill Somers 


What I have been guilty of is warning others of God's impending judgments and then leaving 
the intercession to them instead of doing my own praying. 


Sept. 20, 1998 
Last week we wrote and published an Article titled Alas Poor Ahab! As | was writing it | had the sense that it needed 
something more tacked on to the end. Yet in busyness with other matters, | let the article go as it was. 


It brought in an interesting response from Richard Breazeale. He sent me a note with the Subject line of "Who Are We?" 
His first line reads: " This is a true word, yet not complete." 

Then he goes into a discussion of judgment and of the need to pray. | soon saw that what the Ahab article is missing is 
the call to prayer as a response to the word of judgment. 


Also this week | came across an article by Bill Burns called "Will the Real Elijah's Please Stand Up?" When | read this | 
knew | had been missing it. Let me quote from it. 


"The Father will not allow His prophets to prophesy judgment upon His own people without first being willing 
to intercede for the people and also bear the reproach of the iniquity of the people. This is the Biblical 
standard set forth in the Holy Scriptures, and this is how you will know the true prophets from the false:" 


What | have been guilty of is warning others of God's impending judgments and then leaving the intercession to them 
instead of doing my own praying. A false prophet. Not in what | said, but in what | neglected to say. 


After this one two punch | realized the need to get my prayer life in better order and my Writing in better balance. 


Interestingly enough there came an opportunity to addend a men's intercessory 'boot camp' put on by Bro. Dick 
Simmons of Men for Nations. This was exactly what | needed and came in with perfect timing. | came away from the 
meeting with a renewed desire to pray, and a great refreshing in the Lord's purposes. So now | find myself rejoicing in the 
Lord's correction and ready to face new challenges. Hallelujah! 


On this same topic, let me suggets you look at a short letter from Tom Heward that came in this week. You will notice 
the heart of a weeping prophet in what he has to say. 


References: 


Alas Poor Ahab by Bill Somers 


Will The Real Elijah's Please Stand Up by Bill Burns 


Who Are We by Richard Breazeale 


Judgment USA by Tom Heward 
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Which Of You Convicts Me Of Sin? 
By Bill Somers 


"Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?" (John 
8:46) 


The Jews of Jesus day rejected him as messiah. One of their usual arguments was that He was a sinner. And since he 
was a sinner, he could not be messiah! One who is a law breaker cannot possibly be the one who fulfils the law. 


We see throughout the gospels where they constantly tried to accuse him of any number of things. He is mad, he is a 
drunkard, a friend of sinners, he breaks the traditions, he violates the Sabbath, he has a devil, he doesn't pay taxes, he 
wants to overthrow the law, he was born in fornication, he contradicts the writings of Moses, etc, etc. And did you see 

what happened when he went into the temple? 


Unbelieving Jews of today still use this tactic. | came across it while following an online discussion group several years 
ago. This group included Christians, Orthodox and Messianic Jews debating various bible topics. Among them was, 
naturally, Isaiah 53, commonly considered a proof text of Jesus' messiah ship. The Orthodox Jews were going to great 
lengths to find alternate interpretations of Isaiah 53 or to argue that it did not refer to Jesus. 


One writer made issue of Isaiah 53 verse 8b, " and who shall declare his generation? For he was cut off out of the land of 
the living: ..." And then making reference to Genesis 1:28 " 


And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing 
that moveth upon the earth (Genesis 1:28) 


The line of thinking went like this. If Isaiah 53 refers to Jesus, as Christians claim, it refers to his death in verse 8 by 
saying "he was cut off out of the land of the living". And it alludes to the fact that he died without having any offspring by 
saying "Who shall declare his generation?" That is to day, he died without any children, so no one can declare his 
generation since he had no descendants. 


So how could Jesus have been sinless and have fulfilled the law when he failed to obey the very first commandment, 
given in Genesis 1:28, to be fruitful and multiply? 


So what's wrong with this kind of argument? Primarily that it is overly literal and superficial in its rejection of the truth of 
scripture. [The entire gist if the re-interpretation of Isaiah 53, however is very allegorical. Is essence they claim the 
suffering servant of Isaiah 53 is not Jesus but Israel itself.] 

Let's look at two points. Who shall declare his generation? And did Jesus obey Genesis 1:28? 

Did Jesus obey Genesis 1:28? 

Genesis 1:28 is a commandment given to Adam. It consists of two parts. A. "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it "and B. have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living 


thing that moveth upon the earth." 


We know that Adam failed to carryout part B and though he was fruitful and multiplied and replenished the earth, he did 
not subdue it. Instead he yielded dominion to satan. 


Now the bible tells that Jesus was the second Adam. This commandment is then one that must be fulfilled as part of his 
mission. 
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And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit. 

Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 
The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:45-47) 


The last or second man Adam is Jesus. Now does Jesus have dominion over all? Of course He does. He obtained it by 
being fully obedient to the Father and suffering death on the cross. We read in Matthew: 


And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. (Matthew 
28:18) 


And in Acts we read: 


For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right hand, 

Until | make thy foes thy footstool. 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ. (Acts 2:34-36) 


| think that takes care of the question of dominion. To answer the first part we must consider the next question. 
Who Shall Declare His Generation? 
At the beginning of Isaiah 53 it says: 

"Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?" (Isaiah 53:1) 


And later in verse 8 the prophet asks " and who shall declare his generation?": Here we have three questions, who, to 
whom, and who. The who that these questions refer to is the same in all three cases. The members if the Church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ are who; that’s who! 

Who hath believed our report? 

Well we need to ask some more questions here. What exactly what is the ‘our report' spoken of here. Could it be the 
Gospel? Could the prophet be referring not only to his own writings but to the Word of God as a whole, i. e. the Bible? Of 
course, he is saying who believes the bible, who obeys the word of God? 


What is the arm of the Lord that is revealed? Often in scripture the arm of the Lord or the hand of the Lord, or especially 
the right hand of the Lord are terms used to refer to the second person in the trinity, Jesus. The Arm of the Lord is the 
active principle in the godhead. 


"So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." (Isaiah 55:11) 


Here the Lord is saying he sends his word to do or accomplish some thing. This speaks of the Father sending forth 
Jesus on a mission. Jesus is the Word of the Lord, the Messenger of the Lord, the Angel of the Lord, the Servant in 
whom he delights. He is the Right Hand of the Father and He is The Arm of the Lord. 

To whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 


Thus when we are asked "fo whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?" , we are asking who is it that receives Jesus 
Christ. The answer is the same. Those that believe in Him. 


Who shall declare his generation? 
Now can we say who shall declare his generation? Those same believers are his generation! 


Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2) 


And we declare his generation every time we give our testimony or witness for the Lord. So Jesus' generation, his 
spiritual offspring, are everyone who has or will yet follow him through the veil into the Holy of Holies. Thus the word of 
God does not return to him empty or void, but bearing a precious harvest of redeemed souls. 
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Did Jesus obey Genesis 1:28? 


Yes He did; and is still doing. He was fruitful and multiplied producing millions and millions of spiritual children. He will 
subdue the earth in the final judgments and replenish the earth in the millenium. He has taken dominion over all the 
creatures of the sea, air and land. 


What has this got to do with End Time Prophetic Vision? 


Lets look back at the three "who"s. Who hath believed our report? To whom much is given much is required. The endtime 
Church will operate in a special level of faith and understanding of the Word of God. We will believe the report like no 
other generation before us. 


To whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed? This speaks of two features of the end times. One is the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ. Having the arm of the Lord revealed to you is to have a Revelation of Jesus Christ, with all that implies for the end 
times. The End Time Church will have a revelation of Jesus Christ like no other. 


The second is the Power of God implied by the phrase 'arm of the Lord". The end time Church is destined to operate not 
just in a new level of faith, but this naturally brings with it a new level of Power. Power that we will be accountable for, but 
which will be unprecedented in comparison with earlier generations. 


And who shall declare his generation? We will. The End Time church will be the generation to preach the good news to 
all the world for a witness to the Lord of Lords and the King of Kings! 


All the creatures. 


He has taken dominion over all the creatures of the sea, air and land. This also has a special end time application. This 
refers to putting his enemies under his feet. The creatures of the sea speak of Leviathan, the dragon in the sea; i.e. 
the devil. The fowls of the air, speak of demonic principalities and powers, rulers of wickedness in high places. And the 
beasts of the earth are the lower level demonic power that directly attack men. The little foxes that spoil the vine are the 
beasts of the field, and the vine is the Church. The demon power that afflict the Church, in other words. All of these will 
be put under his feet. 

As the feet are the last part of the body, so the End Time Church is the last part of the body of Christ. So these will be 
put under our feet. 


"And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. Amen." (Romans 16:20) 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Childish Things 


Bill Somers 


When I was a child, | spake as a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, | put away childish things. 1 Co 13:11 


One of the earmarks of how children learn their language is they go through a stage where they are 
unable to grasp figurative speech. They have learned the basic meaning of words and how to 
communicate in sentences. But they insist on taking everything you say literally. Only after much more 
growth and maturity are they able to understand and communicate with adults and their use of 
colloquialisms, cliches, and comparisons. Strict literal understanding is one of the childish things that 
one leaves behind as they mature. In the coming days, the Body of Christ is going to have to mature in 
like manner. 


In my earlier days as a Christian, | once took a series of classes on Bible Study that introduced the 10 
commandments of Bible interpretation. This was all well and good providing a lot of helpful information 
and insight. 


Quite some time later | came across a textbook on the laws of Bible Interpretation in a book store. The 
laws they listed were different! Our church at that time was charismatic, and this was a Baptist 
bookstore. They had different rules of interpretation than we did! 


At my next opportunity | asked our bible teacher where he had gotten his 10 commandments of bible 
study. As it turns out, they were taught to him by another charismatic pastor, but their ultimate origin 
was not clear. 


| began to see that there was something odd and perhaps self serving about these 10 laws. Each 
group espoused rules of interpretation that just happened to support the lines of reasoning that 
produced their pet doctrines. While all of these pastors were very careful about having scriptural 
justification for their doctrine, there was little or no attempt to provide scriptural support for the rules of 
interpretation. In other words, these rules were man made. And the game was rigged! 


We're not going into a study of all these laws or attempt to rewrite them. | just want to look at one | find 
especially troublesome. And which by the way is adhered to both by charismatic types and more 
conservative fundamentalists. 


It is the Law of Literal Interpretation. This says "Always interpret scripture literally wherever possible, 
and only if this fails are you to seek another way of interpretation." 


The justification that is usually given for this law is you will avoid lots of errors that people have made 
in the past, or that you lose touch with reality. One writer heaps scorn on those who abandon literal 
interpretation, saying "they wander off into allegorical la-la land". 


However no scripture is offered to back up this law. So we'd like to take this opportunity to present 
some scripture that speaks contrary to the law of literal interpretation. 


Now how about some basics. What is literal interpretation? Our dictionary tells us this:. 


lit-er-al (lit'er-el) adjective 
1. Being in accordance with, conforming to, or upholding the exact or primary meaning of a word 
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or words. 

2. Word for word; verbatim: a literal translation. 

3. Avoiding exaggeration, metaphor, or embellishment; factual; prosaic: a literal description; a 
literal mind. 


My summary of this is "sticking to the exact meaning and avoiding exaggeration, metaphor or 
embellishment". 


So the law of literal interpretation then says "Always interpret scripture sticking to the exact 
meaning and avoiding exaggeration, metaphor or embellishment wherever possible, and only if 
this fails are you to seek another way of interpretation." Note: this is not denying that there are other 
ways of interpreting scripture, nor does it deny that the bible uses exaggeration, metaphor and 
embellishment. All it does is tell us to avoid these things. 


Okay now what is Metaphor? 


met-a-phor (mèt'e-fôr', -fer) noun 

1. Abbr. met., metaph.. A figure of speech in which a word or phrase that ordinarily designates 
one thing is used to designate another, thus making an implicit comparison, as in "a sea of 
troubles" or "All the world's a stage" (Shakespeare). 

2. One thing conceived as representing another; a symbol: "The high-rise garbage repository is 
a metaphor for both accomplishment and failure" (Richard Sever). 


Synonyms for metaphor are: allusion, allegory, colloquialism, comparison, emphasis, euphemism, 
exaggeration, figurativeness, figure, figure of speech, flourish, hyperbole, imagery, irony, likeness, 
manner of speech, mystical interpretation, parable, paradox, personification, rhetorical figure, 
sarcasm, satire, simile, similitude, symbolism, word-play, [also types and shadows which are images 
and footprints. ] 


Here are a couple other definitions that will serve us in this discussion. 


hy:per:bo-le (hi-pir'be-lé) noun 
A figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for emphasis or effect, as in J could sleep for a year or 
This book weighs a ton. 


si-mil-i-tude (si-mil'i-tjd’, -tyjd’) noun 

1. Similarity; resemblance. See synonyms at LIKENESS. 

2. a. One closely resembling another; a counterpart. b. A perceptible likeness. 
3. Archaic. A simile, an allegory, or a parable. 


All definitions are from the American Heritage Dictionary as distributed with Microsoft Bookshelf 95. 
Now what does the Bible say? 
In Hosea 12, God outlines his methods of speaking to man. 


| have also spoken by the prophets, and | have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, 
by the ministry of the prophets. Hosea 12:10 


Let me point out here that the ministry of the prophets includes those who like Moses, Isaiah, Luke, 
John, etc. were the actual writers of the bible. So their writings are not just historical records i. e. 
literal, but God's way of speaking by similitude i. e. non-literal. To put it another way, God is telling us 
that the bible is primarily non-literal. 
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Now even the historical parts are primarily non-literal. Look what Paul says here. 


Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 1 Corinthians 10:11 


To rephrase this, Paul is saying that the things that happened in the bible are recorded as examples 
for our learning. So the primary use of them is not to record what happened [literal] but to impart a 
lesson [spiritual]. 


Here he is discussing another ‘historical’ event, showing the non-literal interpretation. 


But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was 
by promise. 

Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. Galatians 4:23-24 


He is making a case or at least a very strong hint that the histories recorded in the bible are meant as 
allegories. 


Here is another case where Paul shows the literal view to be insignificant in comparison to the 
spiritual. 


For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 

Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: ..... 1 
Corinthians 9:9-10 


There are many cases where God presents a parable and then shows us how to interpret it. 
In the parable of the vineyard in Isaiah for example, God stops to explain his figurative language 


For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his 
pleasant plant: Isaiah 5:7 


Here God's people are depicted as plantings. Elsewhere they are described as sheep. 


Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we 
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Ps 100:3 


In another place, he speaks of clay in the hand of the potter. 


But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are 
the work of thy hand. Isa 64:8 


In some places He mixes the metaphor so as to make the literal rendering ridiculous. 


Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they 
have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. Jer 12:10 


Is God complaining that someone let the sheep graze in the vineyard and ruin the plants? 
Look at Jesus explaining the parable of the sower. 


And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, Mark 
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And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 
The sower soweth the word. 

And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, 
Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard 
the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 

And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or 
persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 

And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, .... Mark 4:13- 
18 


Here Jesus explains each element of the parable and shows their relationships. But he is also giving 
them a lesson in bible interpretation. Note that he says And he said unto them, Know ye not this 
parable? and how then will ye know all parables? This is to say, the way that you interpret this parable 
is the way to interpret parables in general. 


Here in Luke 1 we find an example of hyperbole or exaggeration. 


Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things 
which are most surely believed among us, 


Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and 
ministers of the word; 


It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very 
first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 


That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 
Lu 1:1-4 


Are we to believe that Luke has had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, or are we 
to see that this is an exaggeration pointing to [describing] the real author of Luke's writings, namely 
the Holy Spirit? 


The bible is full of religious laws and rituals, all strictly literal, right? Well looking in Collosians and 
Hebrews we see there that these things are shadows. They are images and pictures pointing to 
something greater. 


Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the 
new moon, or of the sabbath days: 
Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. Col 2:16-17 


For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 
can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the 
comers thereunto perfect. Heb 10:1 


One problem with this law of literal interpretation is that it leads people to think that all they need to 
understand the bible is a good set of dictionaries. In other words, you can understand most all of the 
bible without the help of the Holy Spirit. 


The bible comes right out and tells us that this will not work! 
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But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 1Co 2:14 


Let's rephrase this verse. 


But the natural man [who interprets literally] receiveth not [cannot understand] the things of 
the Spirit of God: [the things written by the Spirit of God in the scriptures] for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are Spiritually discerned. 
[because they are only understood spiritually.] 1 Co 2:14 


Summary 


How about this: The Law of Spiritual Interpretation: Always seek the Lord for a Spiritual Interpretation 
of scripture. Remember that there may be more than one correct interpretation and remain open to 
the possibility of a strict literal view being important as well. 


Here's an example of a well known passage that is usually taken metaphorically, but also has a valid 
literal interpretation. 


| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. Romans 
12:1 


Here the literal understanding implies that there may or will be a time where God want's you to literally 
offer yourself up, as Paul did; dying a martyr's death. 
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Civil War Rages On 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead, Ohio USA 


May 2008 


Acts 5:34-39 

34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, 
had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little 
space; 

35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as 
touching these men. 


38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or 
this work be of men, it will come to nought: 
39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. 


The Civil War Prophecy 

In 1996 Rick Joyner released a word titled Civil War in the Church. We posted that article on ETPV 
[www.etpv.org] and since that time have posted at least 8 other articles on the same subject. Here are 
a couple quotes from Joyner’s post. 


Civil War in the Church Rick Joyner 
http://www.etpv.org/1996-97/civwar.html 
from the Morning Star Prophetic Bulletin May 1996 


On February 23rd of this year | was shown for the third time that the church was headed for a "a 
spiritual civil war." | was first given an impression of this in 1988. At the beginning of 1995 | 
saw it again in a dream, which | wrote down as The Hordes Of Hell, Part I. On February 23rd | 
was told that it was time to straightforwardly warn the church, and to begin preparing for this 
great war with the resolve to fight until there was a complete victory. The definition of a 
complete victory in this war would be the complete overthrow of the Accuser of the Brethren's 
strongholds in the church. 


Philip Elston had a vision several years ago in which he saw the Lord standing with His arms 
outstretched. Soldiers in blue and gray uniforms were marching past Him on either side, and 
were laying their bloody swords on His arms. The Lord resolutely looked into the eyes of each 
one, saying, "No one who has their brother's blood on their sword will be used to build My 
house." We must never use our swords against our brothers, but only against the cords of evil 
that are binding them. 


The Florida Outpouring 
Now we have the Florida Outpouring and an escalation of this conflict. 


Last week I sent an email message to a select group stating how | felt about all this. The text is below. 


Dear Friends 

We have seen a fresh batch of criticism rising up against the Florida Outpouring. It only comes from a 
few sources, yet many others are repeating and circulating these messages. It's clear to me that we 
are seeing an increase in the ongoing strife in the church. The long prophesied 'civil war’ is heating up 
dramatically. This is something you don't want to get caught up in. 
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Here is a paragraph from a prophecy given on April 17, 2008 from Christine Beadsworth of South 
Africa. The point that catches my attention is where it speaks of a dividing line being drawn. 


River Of Fire Christine Beadsworth 


| say, these waters that I’ve released in this day, shall bring a death to all that is fleshy, these 
waters that | release in this day shall bring a death to all that is unclean, to every mocking voice, 
that has mocked My servants as they have built a place, an ark for My glory. To every voice that 
has cursed My servants, that voice will be silenced by the waters that are rising, and are rising 
and are rising and | say these waters that | release in this day, are both waters of blessing and 
waters of judgment for as | have said, My hand shall be toward My servants and against My 
enemies. | say, these waters shall be the waters of division. These waters shall be the waters 
that destroy — these waters of My word that | release in this day, these waters of My word that | 
release in this day shall be those that draw a dividing line between those that are of Me and 
those that are not of Me. 


| also find it significant that this Florida Outpouring greatly increased on or about April 19, the date of 
the Jewish Passover. We think that this move is just a beginning of something much greater. It is not 
yet the Last Days Move but a step toward that final move. Some have mentioned that we are seeing 
the New Wine poured into the Old wine skins. | feel that this is correct and that we will shortly see the 
new wine skins come on the scene. 

We also know that Judgment must come to the house of God first, after which we will see true 
repentance come to us. 


With this in mind we are determined not to post anything critical of this outpouring, lest we be found 
opposing a move of God by siding with the accuser of the brethren. 


Here are some scriptures to keep in mind if you are thinking about taking on the role of the critic. 


Proverbs 14:6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him 
that understandeth.. 


Mark 2:22 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the 
bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into 
new bottles. 


Matthew 7:3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not 
the beam that is in thine own eye? 


Romans 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he 
standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. 


1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature; because | have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 


Revelation 12:10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 


End of email message. 
One of the replies | got back was quoting a host of other scriptures | was said to be ignoring. So right 


away someone is trying to draw me into a brother vs. brother battle using scripture versus scripture, 
sword against sword. No thanks, brother, | do not intend to reply. 
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Typically the critics are claiming that what they are doing is warning us. They will quote at great length 
all the bible verses on false prophets, lying signs and wonders, sheep in wolves clothing, deception in 
the last days, great delusion and on and on. 


What they are doing is using the words of the Bible as a weapon against their own Christian brothers. 
This is the prophesied ‘civil war’ in full swing. 


Sola Scriptura Not http://www.etpv.org/2008/solanot.html 

Yet scripture alone is not enough to decide an issue. Why is this? The bible itself tells us that the letter 
kills and the spirit gives live. This is, for whatever reason, one of the hardest things for Christians to 
grasp. Yet when you are using the letter of the law to attack your brothers, you are working death. The 
old testament law is called the ministration of death. As ministry means service, what you are doing 
then is serving up death. 


Scripture alone cannot settle an issue. 

Scripture must be mixed with faith. As Jesus would answer his critics, He that has an ear, let him 
hear. So be careful not to get caught up in arguing scripture vs. scripture. That’s how you will get 
involved in ‘doubtful disputes with those weak in the faith.’ 


No amount of scripture will ever settle an argument, prove a point, or convince anyone of anything. 
Scripture alone is not enough to settle an issue. 
Look at what happened when Paul preached in Rome. 


Acts 28:23-24 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to 
whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, 
both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening. 

24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. 


There can be several reasons for this. First and biggest is that you can most always find an alternate 
interpretation or an alternate scripture that supports the opposite view. For example | feel that these 
critical attacks are rooted in pride. So | caution people not to make accusations. One verse that 
supports my view is found in Proverbs. 


Proverbs 13:10 Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom. 
To counter this, someone will cite Jude, saying we are to contend for the faith. 


Jude 1:3-4 

3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints. 

4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying 
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 


So what is accomplished by my quoting proverbs? Some believe and some believe not. To continue 
arguing my point is fruitless because scripture alone is not enough to settle an issue. 


Another reason is that scripture must be mixed with faith. That is it must be received from the Spirit. 
Looking it up in a concordance or bible search program is not the same. 


Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 


Yet another reason is spiritual blindness. Some people are not able to understand scripture for 
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spiritual reasons. 


2 Corinthians 3:14-15 

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in 
the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 


Spiritual things must be understood spiritually. The spirit may withhold understanding or the enemy 
may block one’s understanding in various cases. 


Another reason is that the books are sealed. 
Isaiah 8:16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 


Isaiah 29:11 And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, 
which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, | pray thee: and he saith, | 
cannot; for it is sealed: 


Daniel 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the 
end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 


The inner meaning of much scripture is sealed till such time as God chooses to reveal it. 


Revelation 5:5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe 
of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals 
thereof. 


Obvious or not so obvious. 

It should be obvious from observation that scripture alone is insufficient to settle an issue. Yet 
somehow we never draw that conclusion, assuming that scripture is the final authority in these matters, 
as we have been taught since the time of Martin Luther. 


Yet we all quote scripture, myself more that most. We must realize that the best you can do in quoting 
scripture is use the scripture to support a line of reasoning shown you by the Lord. If the reader or 
listener does not receive it in faith, there is nothing more you can say. That is unless there is a 
demonstration of power to go along with it. 


If you work out the detailed implications of every insight you share, and your reader is just not being 
led to follow the line of reasoning, it won't help any. You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make 
him drink. 


We certainly are not against quoting scripture. The bible is constantly quoting itself. The characters in 
the bible quote other parts of the bible in many places. And in quite a few of those cases the listeners 
do not understand or receive what is being said. Here is a case from John 10. 


John 10:6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they 
were which he spake unto them. 


While we have been taught that the bible is the final authority, scripture itself can show us that it is not. 
This may sound pretty radical, even heretical. Well consider how Jesus responded to Peter's 
confession of faith. 


Matthew 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 


Here Jesus is telling us that the Father in Heaven is the final authority. 
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The Accuser At Work 

Several years back we posted a word predicting a disaster to come on a set date. It never happened. 
Shortly after, | learned that the author of this word was being labeled a false prophet in the internet. 
This puzzled and disturbed me greatly. | sought the Lord, asking him why are these men picking on 
this writer for missing a date. His answer came immediately. 


John 8:5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest 
thou? 


And from this answer, | knew that the accuser of the brethren was at work here. This reminded me 
once again of the warning against getting caught up in the civil war. Some are saying that we should 
stone the false prophets, or at least hold them accountable to the old testament standard of prophetic 
accuracy. 


Today’s scorners are fond of quoting the verses about a prophecy not coming to pass. They want to 
judge today’s prophets and other ministers after the Law. So do they want to be under the law 
themselves? Or do they want to oppose God? 


In John 8 the Pharisees brought in a guilty woman saying: 


John 8:5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest 
thou? 


Jesus stooped and wrote on the ground. Then he stood up and declared, He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at her. He wrote again on the ground, and when God arose the 
second time his enemies were scattered. 


Another ploy of the civil warrior is to quote the saying by their fruit you shall know them. And proceed 
to judge someone after noting a flaw in their character, forgetting that charity covers a multitude of 
sins. 


The Pharisee who prayed in the temple correctly discerned that the publican alongside him was a 
sinner. The woman caught in adultery in John 8 was guilty. The woman at the well in John 4 was a 
sinner. [All of these are types of the church by the way.] How did Jesus treat them? He, Jesus, did not 
seek to judge them after the law, but showed compassion. 


Let me throw in a quote from a recent article from Ron McGatlin. 


Discerning the True, the False, and the MIXTURE 


Lack of mature holiness in a gifted person causes a mixture. 

Mature holiness looks a lot like humility filled with love and spiritual power in a person with a 
pure heart and clean hands. 

Unholy looks like pride with needful desire and natural strength in a person with an unclean 
heart and dirty hands. 

A believer in process of becoming holy often will be a mixture of holy and unholy 
practices. This mixture is not uncommon in the leadership of churches and ministries of the 
church age systems. 


The false does exist and can be discerned by their fruits (Mat 7:16-18). However, what many 
have called false teachers, false prophets, false apostles, and false signs are not 
really false but mixtures. The false relates to the unholy (the harlot). The mixture relates to 
immature are partly holy (the adulteress). The true relates to mature holiness (the pure Bride). 


Ron McGatlin 
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Here is another good quote from an article by Robert Brownell 
200+ Principles I've Stumbled Over In My Walk With Christ 
Robert Brownell 

http://spiritlessons.comi/littlelessons.htm 


Accusing someone is a serious thing to do, not to be handled lightly, not for the immature, and 
not to be done without the prompting of the Holy Spirit. In scripture it was handled by the 
Apostles, by seasoned men and women of God. But even the disciples, as show in the 
Gospels, misjudged people (Mark 9:38). When you accuse another person without the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit, you'll be in danger of the trap of the enemy, who greatest weapon 
is using Christian to accuse other Christians, and cause division. Many times, in the name of 
"defending the truth", we are often "attacking the body’. We are not doing God a favor by 
attacking His children. 


Take a strong warning from Philip Elston, who had a vision several years ago in which he saw 
the Lord standing with His arms outstretched. Soldiers in blue and gray uniforms were 
marching past Him on either side, and were laying their bloody swords on His arms. The Lord 
resolutely looked into the eyes of each one, saying, "No one who has their brother's blood 
on their sword will be used to build My house." 


Pride + Bible knowledge will get you as far as it did with the Pharisees. 


The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

What | anticipate now is That the Lord will bring this civil war to an end. It’s time for the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. So when he takes the book and opens the seals, we will witness judgments. We know 
these will begin at the house of God. As he sets the cornerstone in place, this civil war will end. And he 
will begin to build his house, on the sure foundation so that the gates of Hell will not prevail against it. 
Amen Come Lord Jesus. 
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Cycles of Mercy and Judgment 
by Bill Somers 


PartI 

The Lord is moving in cycles of mercy and judgment to reveal Himself in these last days. The early to mid 80's saw 
cycle of mercy. The late 80's and early 90's was a period of judgment. The refreshing of the mid 90's is a time of 
mercy. Another time of judgment is imminent. Another term for this is cycles of warfare and blessing. 


The present move of the New Wine refreshing [Isa 28:12] is a cycle of mercy. It is the Lord showing himself as a 
God of mercy. It may seem to be out of balance or tending to error because it is only one side of his nature. But to 
reject this move is a mistake. To feel that it is "just not God" or that somehow it is a great deception misses what 
God is doing. This puts you in the seat of the scornful. Psalm 1 says blessed in the man who sitteth not in the seat of 
the scornful .... " So to scorn or reject what God sends is to not be blessed. It is missing the blessing. 


Those of us who reject the Toronto blessing are therefore put in the seat of the scornful. And may perhaps be 
wearing the Crown of Pride. "Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom." (Proverbs 
13:10). These are the scornful men who rule in Jerusalem [Isa 28:14] . 


Conversely when judgment comes we must see it as that, judgment from God, lest we be among those who despise 
the chastening of the Lord. Saying that the Judgment is 'not God’, or especially, blaming the judgment on the sinners 
in the world, will cause us to miss opportunities to cry out in repentance and to receive redemption [mercy]. We 
need to repent for the sins of the Church and the world. Even worse to say that this judgment will not come against 
us is to make lies our refuge [Isa. 28:15]. Yet when Mercy and Judgment meet and we become mature enough to 
receive them both then His throne is established in us, the Church. 


Then we will see the fruit of this revival, enter into the kingdom of god, in a spiritual sense, and be able to proclaim 
"Our God Reigns!". 


This blessing movement is God revealing Himself but only in part. "we know in part, and we prophecy in part, but 
when ....." That is the Revelation of Jesus Christ as a God of Mercy. 


When judgment comes, as it must begin at the house of God, it is the Revelation of Jesus Christ as a God of 
judgment. The Lord is made known [revealed] by the judgment he executeth. 


When mercy and judgment meet or come together it is the Revelation of Jesus Christ as the Lamb upon the Throne. 


Part of the reason for this judgment is the rejecting or scorning of the mercy! To be in balance on this issue is to 
behold both the severity of the Lord and his lovingkindness. Most of us are usually out of balance. We only get into 
deception if we stay out of balance. 


And what is the judgment that is coming? "Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation 
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste." (Isaiah 
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28:16) The cornerstone is the Lord himself. As the Church is founded on the Lordship of Jesus, He will take his 
place as the Head of the Church, the chief cornerstone, the headstone, and exercise His authority over it. 


The point of The Final Quest by Rick Joyner is that the judgment [warfare] is to bring us to the judgment seat of 
Christ. There, as we behold Him, we will see that it is also the Throne of Grace. Then we receive mercy and grace 
[power to obey]. 


The seat of the scornful tends to make us hostile and bitter. I have been there and done that and repent when I find 
myself thinking that way. Sometimes we are quick to criticize something. It may be a teaching, a prophecy or a 
movement because 'we just don't see it in the scripture’. This doesn't mean that it's not there in the bible somewhere, 
just that we don't see it! 


There is a lot in the bible that we don't see if we were humble enough to admit it. 


God is not seeking those whose doctrine is right, but those whose heart is right. None of our doctrine is 
completely right, when you get down to it. Compared to revelations yet to come it can't really measure up because 
there is so much more of the word yet to be revealed. The book is still mostly sealed to us, ( and this is not just the 
book of Daniel, but the entire bible.) 


But if you can come before His throne He'll give you what you need to know and His grace is sufficient. It is the faith 
to believe and the ability to obey Him. 


Sometimes we know in part because He only reveals in part. The 5 blind men who studied the elephant each came 
away with a different description. Their disagreement is like a lot of our doctrinal squabbles. Based on our pride. 
Who can know all about God? 


These 5 blind men have one common failing. In their pride they forgot they were blind. There was a limitation on 
what they could know and comprehend.. 


Thence the squabbles among us in our last day Laodicean Church . Or do we only think that the others are 
Laodicean? We need to admit that we are the Laodiceans, especially those of us with prophetic or intercessory gifts. 
This alone will pave the way for intercessory repentance. We need to admit being Laodicean before we can repent 
of being Laodicean. 


Part IL. 
I have been aware of the New Wine outpouring since early spring of 94 and partaking of it since Sep 94. 


Only recently have I really dealt with any critics of the New Wine, or New Wind, on a personal level. Specifically I 
refer to the writings of Andrew Strom found on his Web site, the New Zealand Revival Bulletin. I read a lot of his 
material but it really didn't sink in till I had a long conversation with a brother from Indiana named John Webster. 
Then the next morning the Lord gave me the above thoughts about cycles of mercy and judgment. Till then I guess I 
just couldn't comprehend what they were getting at. It gradually dawned on me that these brothers actually believe 
that the New Wine is a deception! And from this, following along in logical order, that it is of the devil, and those 
involved are false teachers and false prophets! And all this leading to some pretty serious charges! And this from 
spirit filled brothers! (Our ultra conservative brothers said pretty much the same things about speaking in tongues, 
prophesying etc. ) 
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Then the second day after my talk with John Webster, the Lord showed me that it was because of a stumbling 
block! These brothers have been offended! ["A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their 
contentions are like the bars of a castle." (Proverbs 18:19)] 


The New Wine has been a stumbling block and rock of offense to some Christians because it does not meet 
their expectations of what Revival is to be like. This is exactly the same kind of problem the Jews have in receiving 
the gospel. "But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness;" (1 
Corinthians 1:23) It is a stumbling block to the Jews that Messiah should have to suffer and die. This was a case of 
God revealing Himself in a manner that they did not expect, doing things they could not understand. It was an 
offense to their national pride. So they could not accept Jesus as having been sent by God. Even his closest 
disciples couldn't see it till He opened the word to them on the road to Emmaus. [Luke 24:13-32] 


So some of our brothers are offended because expectations are not being met. Just a the Jews expected Messiah to 
restore the Kingdom to Israel, many of us are expecting an awesome holiness revival like we see in history. This has 
not yet happened. [Pensacola excepted.] And so frustration and rejection come forth; but it's only rooted in pride. 


The Awesome Holiness aspect of God is yet to manifest in this move. This will likely come as the judgments come. 
"The LORD is known [revealed] by the judgment which he executeth: .... (Psalms 9:16) 


This is not the only stumbling block facing us today. The idea that Messiah must suffer and die is a stumbling block 
to the Jews. So also is the idea that Christians must suffer and die a stumbling block to the Church. Yet, as the Lord 
has clearly shown me, this is the price that must be paid in order to remove the veil of spiritual blindness on today's 
Laodicean Church. 


Recall that the Laodicean Church which receives the sternest rebuke from the Lord also receives the greatest 
promises. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." 
(Revelation 3:21-22) "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death." (Revelation 12:11) 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Dagon's Last Stand 
by Bill Somers 


A look at the incident with the Philistine god Dagon as a type of Satan, and what happens to him. 
When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. 
And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth 
before the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him in his place again. 
And when they arose early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground 
before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the 
threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him. 
Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's house, tread on the threshold of 
Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. 1 Sam 5:2-5 


Let's get right to the point. The story of the Ark of God in the temple of Dagon is typical of the Incarnation, the Coming of 
the Lord. The first day that the ark resided in the temple speaks of the First coming of Jesus and the second day speaks 
of the Second Coming. Let's look at a few points. 


A. As the Ark came down from Israel, Jesus came down from Heaven. 


The land of the Philistines was along the sea coast to the west of the hill country where the Israelites lived. 
For the Ark to travel from its home with the children of Israel to reach the Philistines, it had to go down. Down 
from Israel to the Coast. 


B. It came into the land of the Philistines; likewise Jesus came to dwell among men. 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, .... (John 1:14) 

C. The ark entered Dagon's temple; Jesus entered Satan's kingdom.. 

D. And Dagon fell upon his face before the ark; And Satan was defeated. 


.... Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be 
moved at his presence, ..... Isaiah 19:1 


And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, ..... Mark 3:11 
And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Luke 10:18 
E. They took Dagon and set him in his place. It is man who has given Satan his place. 


Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? (Romans 6:16) 


In case you need to make a connection between idols and demons or unclean spirits, consider the following scripture. 


But | say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: .... (1 
Corinthians 10:20) 


Passover 
In Exodus we read of the Lord's judgment against Egypt. At Passover the most important judgment took place. It was a 
judgment against the people of Egypt and against their gods; their idols. It also took place overnight. 


For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: | am the LORD. Exodus 12:12 


The Passover is a time that speaks of redemption and judgment. This passage refers to a judgment the Lord carries out 
at Passover. The first time was at the time of Moses. This instance set the pattern. 
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The episode with the ark in 1 Samuel concludes with the ark returning to Israel. 


And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley: and they lifted up their eyes, and 
saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it. (1 Samuel 6:13) 


We know that the wheat harvest takes place about the time of Pentecost, 50 days after Passover, so the time the ark 
entered Dagon's temple may well have been at or near about the Passover. 


The next time is during His first coming, at the Passover when Jesus was crucified. The prince of this world is judged at 
that point. 


Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. (John 12:31) 
It corresponds to Dagon's first falling. 
The Next time to come will be the fulfillment of Passover that takes place at the second coming. 


This will be the final judgment of the prince of this world, when Satan is stripped of his power [hands] and authority 
[head]. [If you think I'm hinting at a connection between Passover and the Second Coming, you're right.] 


This corresponds to Dagon's second falling over, and losing his head and hands. 
After Jesus rose from the dead, we find in Matthew: 


And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
(Matthew 28:18) 


But elsewhere we read: 


But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until | make thine enemies thy 
footstool? (Hebrews 1:13) 


This is a reference to Psalm 110. 


The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until | make thine enemies thy footstool. Psalms 
110:1 


Back in Hebrews it says: 


Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. ..... But now we see not yet all things put under him. 
(Hebrews 2:8) 


That is to day even though Satan has fallen he still has power and authority in this world. 


How can this be if all power is given unto Jesus? This is because Jesus does not yet exercise this power. But in 
Revelation chapter 11 we read of a time when He will exercise this power. It comes just after the resurrection of the two 
witnesses and the sounding of the seventh trumpet. 


And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped 
God, 

Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou 
hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. (Revelation 11:16-17) 


At this time, our proclamation of Our God Reigns takes on a whole new meaning. 


F. So the ark stayed overnight in Dagon's temple a second time, and Dagon fell again, this time losing his head and 
hands. And this points to a second confrontation between Jesus and Satan, after a dark night of judgment, when Satan 
will lose all power and authority. 


Samson 

Dagon is mentioned also in Judges 16 where Samson, a type of the end time church, is brought out of prison. The 
Philistines were celebrating their great victory over Samson by offering a sacrifice to Dagon. But God restored Samson 
who then destroyed the Temple of Dagon. A foreshadowing of the destruction of Satan's kingdom. 
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... the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment.... (Job 20:5) 


The Footstool 
We find the following verse in two places in the Bible. It refers to David, a type of Jesus, and thus to Jesus and also to 
the church. 


Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies, that | might destroy them that hate me. 2 Samuel 
22:41 and Psalms 18:40 


In Joshua there is a passage that details what it means to be given the necks of your enemies. Recall that Joshua is 
also a type of Jesus. 


And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of 
Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon 
the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their feet upon the necks of them. 

And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: for thus shall the 
LORD do to all your enemies against whom ye fight. Joshua 10:24-25 


So to be given the necks of you enemies means to put them under your feet. Now recall Psalm 110 where it says: 


The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until | make thine enemies thy footstool. Psalms 
110:1 


This means that getting the necks of your enemies makes them your footstool. When Dagon lost his hands and head, all 
that was left was a stump. And a stump makes an excellent footstool. The stump of Dagon started just below the head, 
at the neck, so Dagon's neck became a footstool. 


So the Lord will make Satan a footstool for Jesus, who is seated at His right hand. 


And His church will share in that final victory. As the Church is His Body, the feet speak of the last part of the Body, or 
the end time church. The feet that are made clean being washed with tears of repentance, and anointed by worship in his 
presence. 


How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that 
bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! (Isaiah 52:7) 


And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. Amen. (Romans 16:20) 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Discernment Is Not The Problem 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


www.etpv.org 


Matthew 21:23-27 

23 And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and 
who gave thee this authority? 

24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, | also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, 
Lin like wise will tell you by what authority | do these things. 

25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with 
themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then 
believe him? 

26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 

27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell | 
you by what authority | do these things. 


People are asking what is really going on in Florida. So let’s take a look at two possible explanations 
and see what makes more sense. 


Some are saying the Florida Outpouring is not a real revival. True enough, it’s an outpouring of 
healing and evangelism. And it’s not the great end time outpouring of the Spirit that we have been 
praying for, at least not yet. 


So try and follow this logic. 


Since the outpouring is not a real revival, it must be a false revival. DUH! 

Since it is a false revival, all the manifestations are faked. DUH! 

Since the manifestations are all false, the healings must be demonic. DUH! 

Since there are demonic healings, the entire outpouring must be a deception. DUH! 
Since this entire business is a deception, this must be the great end time delusion. DUH! 


Now try this approach. 

Since God is moving in great power, the enemy is showing up and trying to spoil things. 

He will throw in some strange fire and get some skeptics upset. 

Then he can sow lots of discord and discredit the outpouring. 

And maybe that way, he can stop the move of God before it goes any farther. Hey it worked before! 
Since you can fool some of the people all of the time and all of the people some of the time, that’s all it 
takes! 


Discernment 

Discernment: keenly selective judgment: good taste and judgment; 

knowledge, understanding, grasp, appreciation, familiarity, recognition, perception, 

Encarta® Thesaurus © 2000 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Developed for Microsoft by 
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. 


People are moaning about a lack of discernment. Discernment is not the biggest need. It’s what you 
do with the discernment you have. The biggest lack is a Christ like attitude. The accuser of the 
brethren is said to operate day and night. Revelation 12:10. Jesus is said to ever intercede before the 
father in heaven. Hebrews 7:25. 

Which one are we going to come in agreement with? Do we curse or do we bless? 
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Now there is the case of a Pharisee who went up to pray Luke 18: 10-13. He had discernment, and he 
used it to accuse the publican of being among the extortionists, the unjust, and the adulterers. 


The Christ like attitude is seen in John 8:1-11. There Jesus knew [discerned] that the Pharisees were 
liars, since they misquoted the Law of Moses. And he knew they were also guilty of obstructing justice, 
by not bringing in the other guilty party in a case of adultery. Leviticus 20:10. Did he accuse them in 
front of all the people in the temple? Did he expose their corruption? Or did he give them space to 
repent? 


What Are We Looking And Praying For? 

Here are a couple passages that speak a promise of restoration to God’s people, after a time of 
strife. | believe these foretell the end of the Civil War and the joy of the coming Kingdom of God in the 
great end time revival. Come Lord Jesus. 


Isaiah 29:17-24 

17 Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? 

18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall 
see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 

19 The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch 
for iniquity are cut off: 

21 That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the 
gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought. 

22 Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of 
Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. 

23 But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall 
sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. 

24 They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured 
shall learn doctrine. 


Isaiah 52:6-10 

6 Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that | am 
he that doth speak: behold, it is I. 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they 
shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath 
comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
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Dangerous Radical Prayers 


Bill Somers 
Mt. Gilead, Ohio USA 


Numbers 6:24-26 

24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 

25 The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: 
26 The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 


Have you ever had someone tell you never pray for patience? And in saying this they talking about 
how the bible says tribulation brings patience? And who wants more tribulation, right? 


Well this is partly a joke and partly an admission that one wishes to avoid God’s dealings and just stay 
the way we are. That is we like it in our comfort zones and we want nothing to disturb us there. God 
however is going to put us through tribulations anyway, to produce patience whether we like it or not, 
so why are we making it harder than it has to be? 


Blessings 
The blessing quoted above is becoming a popular saying these days, and is well suited for those who 
love their comfort Zone. 


Now compare that to a really dangerous prayer, one you best not pray unless you are totally serious 
with God. It goes like this: 


Lord, judge me, strictly, 
and correct me severely, 
so | may serve you perfectly. 


Did you say ouch? 


Well we're going to build on this idea and offer some scriptural prayers of blessing. These will be 
based on our own end time prophetic vision; dangerous radical prayers. We will include scripture 
references with each one, ones that form the basis of each prayer. 


In a previous article of mine, The Stumbling Block, | spoke of how the bible has over 40 some verses 
that detail promises to those who will follow Jesus. They are promises of persecution, suffering and 
martyrdom. We will lay out some dangerous radical prayers that fall under each of these headings. 
But first let’s start with something relatively tame; and then give some of a more generic nature. Here 
goes! 


May you never walk in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of 
the scornful. But let your delight be in the law of the LORD; in which you meditate day and night. And 
may you be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bring forth fruit in his season; whose leaf 
does not wither; and whatsoever he does shall prosper. [Psalms 1:1-3] 


May you trust in the Lord with all your heart and not depend on your own ability or understanding. May 
you acknowledge him in everything you do, letting him direct you in all things. May you not be wise in 
your own eyes, but fear the Lord and depart from evil. [Proverbs 3:5-7] 


Now one not so tame: 
May you be willing in the day of His power. [Psalms 110:3] 
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Willing to do what? What ever the Lord will command! 
[John 2:5] 


May you be conformed to the image of Christ. [Romans 8:29] 


May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him: That the eyes of your understanding will be enlightened; so that you 
may know the hope of his calling, and the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, And the 
exceeding greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, [Ephesians 1:17-19] 


May God grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in 
the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; And to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge, that you might be filled with all the 
fullness of God. [Ephesians 3:16-19] 


May you be poor in spirit, mournful and meek. May you hunger and thirst after the kingdom of God, 
and it’s righteousness. May you always be a peacemaker, merciful, and pure in heart. [Matthew 5:3-9, 
Matthew 6:33] 


May you be hidden in Him in the day of his anger. [Zephaniah 2:3] 


May you mature and grow up into the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God. May you 
come unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: That you will 
thereafter not be as a child, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: And be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind; so that you may put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness. [Ephesians 4: 13-15; 23-24] 

May you be clothed with righteousness. Psalms [132:9, 16] 


May you put away childish things as you mature. [1 Corinthians 13:11] 


May you behold how pleasant it is to dwell in unity and receive the blessing of life for evermore. 
[Psalms 133:1-3] 


May you be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might, putting on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
[Ephesians 6:10-13] 

May the Spirit fall upon you and make you into another person. [1 Samuel 10:6-7] 

Persecution 

May you be persecuted for righteousness’ sake. May men hate, revile, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for Jesus’ sake knowing that he who endures to the end shall 


be saved. [Matthew 5:3-11 Mark 13:13]. 


May you be troubled on every side, yet not distressed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; [2 Corinthians 4:8-9] 


May you count it all joy when you fall into various temptations knowing that the trying of your faith works 
patience. Let patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
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[James 1:2-4] 


May you consider the things of this world as trash and waste for the excellence of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus. And may you know him, the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; [Philippians 3:8-10] 


Suffering 


May you be a chosen vessel unto the Lord, refined, but not with silver; rather chosen in the furnace of 
affliction. May he show you what great things to suffer for his name's sake. Forasmuch then as Christ 
hath suffered for you in the flesh, arm yourself likewise with the same mind: for he that has suffered in 
the flesh has ceased from sin; That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts 
of men, but to the will of God. 

And may you never terrified by your adversaries: which is to them a proof of destruction, but to you of 
salvation. For to you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for 
his sake; [Isaiah 48:10, Acts 9:15-16, 1 Peter 4:1-2, Philippians 1:28-29] 


May you learn perfection through the things you will have to suffer. [Hebrews 5:8] 


As you suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of your soul to him in well doing, as unto 
a faithful Creator. [1 Peter 4:17-19] 


May the Lord demonstrate his great love for you by chastisement. And may you never despise the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are rebuked. For whoever the Lord loves he chastens, and 
scourges every son whom he receives. If you endure chastening, God deals with you as a son for your 
profit, that you might be a partaker of his holiness, and afterward receive the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness. [Hebrews 12:5-7:10-11 Revelation 3:19 Proverbs 3:11-12] 


May he work patience in you by many tribulations. And may you glory in tribulations also: knowing that 
tribulation works patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope will make you 
unashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto you. [Romans 5:3-5] 


Rejoice, inasmuch as you are a partaker of Christ's sufferings; so that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, you may be glad also with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, then 
may you be happy; for the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, 
but on your part he is glorified. [1 Peter 4:13-14] 


May his strength be made perfect in your weakness May his grace be all you need in any situation. 
May you take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ's sake. For when you are weak, then you are strong, because his grace is sufficient and his 
strength is made perfect in your weakness. [2 Corinthians 12:9-10] 

May you reap in joy after sowing in sorrow. Psalms 126:5-6 

May you have suffering turn to Joy as when a woman is delivered of child. John 16:20-21] 

May the Rock fall upon you and grind you to powder, and may that powder then be mixed with water 
from the river of life, forming a marvelously pliable clay. May the master potter then take this clay and 
fashion a vessel fit for His use. [Luke 20:17-18, Isaiah 64:8, Romans 9:20-23, 2 Timothy 2:20-21] 
Martyrdom 


May you be given grace, by the mercies of God, to present your body a living sacrifice, holy, 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And to not be conformed to this world: but to 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God. [Romans 12:1-2] 


May you be ready to be offered up after you have run your race! That you will know when the time of 
your departure is at hand; having fought a good fight, finished your course, and kept the faith: [2 
Timothy 4:6-7] 


May you have boldness in the day of judgment. May the perfect love of the father be shed abroad into 
your heart by the Holy Spirit. So that as perfect love casts out all fear, you may walk through the valley 
of the Shadow of death fearing no evil. [Romans 5:5, 1 John 4:16-18, Psalms 23:4] 


May you be always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest. For those who live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in your mortal flesh. Knowing that he which raised up the 
Lord Jesus shall raise you up also by Jesus. Though your outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day. For your light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for you a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; as you look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal. [2 Corinthians 4:6-18] 


As you endure tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword may 
you be more than a conqueror through him that loved you. For neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate you from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
[Romans 8:35-39] 

May you be able to say with Job Though He slay me, yet I will trust him! [Job 13:15] 

May the Lord be your God for ever and ever: and be your guide even unto death. [Psalms 48:14] 


May your death be precious in the sight of the LORD. [Psalms 116:15] 


May you come to sit with him in his throne as he is seated with his father. Amen. [Revelation 3:21] 
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Matthew 21:23-27 

23 And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and 
who gave thee this authority? 

24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, | also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, 
Lin like wise will tell you by what authority | do these things. 

25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with 
themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then 
believe him? 

26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 

27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell | 
you by what authority | do these things. 


People are asking what is really going on in Florida. So let’s take a look at two possible explanations 
and see what makes more sense. 


Some are saying the Florida Outpouring is not a real revival. True enough, it’s an outpouring of 
healing and evangelism. And it’s not the great end time outpouring of the Spirit that we have been 
praying for, at least not yet. 


So try and follow this logic. 


Since the outpouring is not a real revival, it must be a false revival. DUH! 

Since it is a false revival, all the manifestations are faked. DUH! 

Since the manifestations are all false, the healings must be demonic. DUH! 

Since there are demonic healings, the entire outpouring must be a deception. DUH! 
Since this entire business is a deception, this must be the great end time delusion. DUH! 


Now try this approach. 

Since God is moving in great power, the enemy is showing up and trying to spoil things. 

He will throw in some strange fire and get some skeptics upset. 

Then he can sow lots of discord and discredit the outpouring. 

And maybe that way, he can stop the move of God before it goes any farther. Hey it worked before! 
Since you can fool some of the people all of the time and all of the people some of the time, that’s all it 
takes! 


Discernment 

Discernment: keenly selective judgment: good taste and judgment; 

knowledge, understanding, grasp, appreciation, familiarity, recognition, perception, 

Encarta® Thesaurus © 2000 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Developed for Microsoft by 
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. 


People are moaning about a lack of discernment. Discernment is not the biggest need. It’s what you 
do with the discernment you have. The biggest lack is a Christ like attitude. The accuser of the 
brethren is said to operate day and night. Revelation 12:10. Jesus is said to ever intercede before the 
father in heaven. Hebrews 7:25. 

Which one are we going to come in agreement with? Do we curse or do we bless? 
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Now there is the case of a Pharisee who went up to pray Luke 18: 10-13. He had discernment, and he 
used it to accuse the publican of being among the extortionists, the unjust, and the adulterers. 


The Christ like attitude is seen in John 8:1-11. There Jesus knew [discerned] that the Pharisees were 
liars, since they misquoted the Law of Moses. And he knew they were also guilty of obstructing justice, 
by not bringing in the other guilty party in a case of adultery. Leviticus 20:10. Did he accuse them in 
front of all the people in the temple? Did he expose their corruption? Or did he give them space to 
repent? 


What Are We Looking And Praying For? 

Here are a couple passages that speak a promise of restoration to God’s people, after a time of 
strife. | believe these foretell the end of the Civil War and the joy of the coming Kingdom of God in the 
great end time revival. Come Lord Jesus. 


Isaiah 29:17-24 

17 Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? 

18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall 
see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 

19 The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch 
for iniquity are cut off: 

21 That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the 
gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought. 

22 Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of 
Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. 

23 But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall 
sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. 

24 They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured 
shall learn doctrine. 


Isaiah 52:6-10 

6 Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that | am 
he that doth speak: behold, it is I. 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they 
shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath 
comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
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Lessons from the Duck Yard 


By Bill Somers 
Revised Aug 17, 1997 


At our home in Gonzales Louisiana my wife Marylee keeps a collection of about 40 ducks of several types in a large pen 
in the yard. We live on 3 acres, so we have the room. We have a hose running from the house to the duck yard to give 
them water when needed. And they usually had plenty to meet their needs. We live in a very rainy part of the country, so 
often the duck yard becomes a sea of mud. That is mud, mud, mud and more mud!. Why mud? Well, because ducks 
have a habit of thoroughly eliminating any vegetation in any area where they are penned up. They dig down into the mud 
and root out anything that even resembles plant life. One side effect of this is that they create lots of holes and ruts in the 
ground. It becomes very uneven due to all the holes and extra treacherous when the holes turn to slippery mud. 


One afternoon, while helping Marylee with some chore in the duck yard, | considered the condition of the yard. It was hot 
and dry that day. The ground in the duck yard was hard and dry. It was full of holes and nothing grew there. The ducks 
and the heat had turned it into a small scale desert! | thought to myself that this ground will need to be plowed before 
being re-seeded. If we were to get rid of the ducks and take down the fence and return the pen to a normal lawn, it would 
need a complete plowing to make it level again. 


"That's part of what it means to break up the fallow ground!" The Holy Spirit spoke to me just at that moment. And in that 
moment He opened up a couple of verses in the bible and related them to a series of scriptures relating this to the 
Church. Now | see that the duck yard is a figure for the Church. And even more that the damage done by the ducks to 
the lawn that was originally there, parallels the devastation that the enemy has wreaked upon the Church. And further, 
the means | would have to use to restore the lawn are a reflection of the means the Lord will use to restore his Church in 
these last days. 


The key verses he showed me were these: 


Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his ground? 
When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter the 


cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and the rie in their place? 
For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him. (Isaiah 28:24-26 KJV) 


And: 


6. Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 


7. Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring 


forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 

8. Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

9. The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou 
shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 

10 For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the 
hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole 
earth. (Zechariah 4:6-10 KJV) 


The key word linking these two passages in the word ‘plain’. Plain refers to a piece of ground that is flat, 
level or even. Plowing up a plot of land has several results. The hard ground is broken up so it will accept 
new seed. The weeds are all killed off, and the ground is made plain or level. All of these are typical of what 
the Lord must do to the Church. 


Both passages speak of a portion of ground being made plain. They are made plain for a purpose! The plowman in the 
passage from Isaiah had the purpose of sowing seed. Zerubabel in the passage from Zechariah has the purpose of 
building the House of the Lord. 


The background to all this can be found in Isaiah chapter 1:24-28 


Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, | will ease me of mine 
adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: 

And | will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: 

And | will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be 
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called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. 

Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 

And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the 
LORD shall be consumed (Isaiah 1:24-28). 


This passage is a short summary of the Lords program for the end times. It includes purifying the Church, 
converting the lost, vengeance on the enemy, and destruction of the sinners. 


Here verse 27 is the key verse giving an understanding of the Lords plans. 


What is Zion? 


"Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, ..."".Zion is the Church. Redemption is the restoring and purifying 
the Church. Verse 27 elaborates on this. Judgment is the means of making this happen. 


",.., and her converts with righteousness." This is the results of the redemption. Zion will have converts, the 
converts will have righteousness. 


For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the 
end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 1 Peter 4:17 


The Judgment that must begin with the house of God is expressed in many ways in scripture. One of these is 
plowing. Here are two instances of Judgment on Jerusalem referred to as plowing. 


Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of 
Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall 
become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest. Jeremiah 26:18 


Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and 
the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest Micah 3:12. 


These verses were fulfilled literally in the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. But they also have a 
figurative meaning speaking of judgment on the Church. The Plowing is Judgment. 


Here in Hosea the idea of breaking up fallow ground is related to righteousness. When the ground is broken up, the Lord 
will come and rain righteousness. 


Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the 
LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you. (Hosea 10:12) 


Who is the Plowman? 
Back in Isaiah 28 we can learn something about the plowman by the way he is described in verse 26 


For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him. (Isaiah 28:26 KJV) 


Clearly this speaks of Jesus who is instructed by the Father and only does what the Father tells him. 
Now in Zechariah 4 we find a reference to a great mountain becoming a plain. 


Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth 
the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Zechariah 4:7. 


What is the great mountain mentioned here? It is Mt. Zion, a figure for the Church. A mountain that shall 
become a plain speaks of a great humbling that must take place. Now in this figure, the ground is become a 
plain, but where is the seed it is to receive? It says ‘he shall bring forth the headstone thereof. Can a plain 
have a headstone? Can a mountain have a headstone? No what God is doing here is switching metaphors. 
He begins to use a different figure of speech. 


In verse 9 he says " The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house ...." A house can have a 
headstone. This is the house of God referred to in 1st Peter 4:17. That is the Church. So God is saying that the Church, 
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seen as a plot of ground, or a mountain, must be broken up to receive seed. And this is the same as saying that the 
house of God must be judged so it can receive its headstone. 


What is the Seed? And What is the Fallow Ground? 
We know that the word of God is described as a seed, for example in the parable of the sower. 


The fallow ground is our hearts. Either we break it up ourselves, or the Lord as the plowman will break it up for us. It must 
receive the new seed. 


In Ps 119:11 we read "Thy word have | hid in mine heart, that | might not sin against thee." The word hidden in the heart 
is the seed received by the ground. The idea of breaking up ground and opening up your heart is found in Jeremiah 4:3-4 
where it says 


For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among thorns. 
Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, .....Jeremiah 4:3-4 


It is the broken and contrite heart that will receive the Word of God. 

What is the Headstone? 

The headstone is the one that caps off the building. Ephesians 2:20 says: 
"... Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 


The headstone of the Church is Jesus; the Church is founded on the Lordship of Jesus. This is the headstone mentioned 
in Zechariah 4. The headstone of Mt. Zion. 


Isaiah tells us, in the same chapter 28 where we read of the plowman,: 


Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a 
precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. Isaiah 28:16 


The word 'therefore' when seen in the context of chapter 28 follows a long series of indictments of God's 
people. It implies that what follows the 'therefore' is His Judgment upon his people, based upon those 
indictments. 


What is the Judgment? 


The Judgment is accomplished by setting the Headstone in place. When Jesus takes his proper lace as head of the 
Church, He will judge the Church. Jesus is the judgment. 


But this will be an occasion for great praise and rejoicing. The text in Zechariah says "he shall bring forth the headstone 
thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it". 


Verse 9 and 10 speak of Zerubbabel laying the foundation...: 


The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt 
know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 


For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the 
hand of Zerubbabel with those seven, they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro 
through the whole earth. (Zechariah 4:9-10 KJV) 


Who is the builder? 


The historical Zerubbabel is an ancestor of Jesus, figuratively he is a type of Jesus. It is Jesus [Zerubbabel] who builds 
the house. Recall that Jesus was a carpenter, one who built houses, and ships. Verse 10 says for they shall rejoice, and 
shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel. Once again we see rejoicing. Notice that Zerubbabel has in his hand a 
plummet. That is a plumb line, the instrument of a carpenter! A plummet, or plumb line is used to determine if something 
is truly vertical or upright. The line or measuring rod is used to see if something measures up to a standard. This is the 
same plummet seen in Isaiah 28:17 where it says "Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet 
.../"The one who lays the foundation and wields the plummet is Isaiah 28 is the same one doing it in Zechariah 4. The 
Master Builder, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The historical Zerubbabel was the one who built the second temple, a type of the end time Church, in the book Ezra. This 
was a time of great rejoicing in Israel. It is prophetic of the great rejoicing and great revival to follow God's restoration of 
the Church in the days ahead. 


And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the 


LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid Ezra 3:11. 
What is the Result of Setting the Headstone in Place? 
Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. Isaiah 1:27 


Genesis 28, shows us an example of someone putting a stone in place. Here we read in the story of 
Jacob, how he took a stone and set it up for a pillar. 


And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven. 
And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a 


pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. Genesis 28:17-18 


In verse 17 we see he was afraid and saw that the place was dreadful. This speaks of the Fear of the Lord 
that must come to the Church. Calling the place 'the house of God' clearly refers to the Church. The stone 
that he had for a pillow can be thought of as a ‘head' stone. The act of setting it up for a pillar is to set it ‘in 
place’! [It speaks of the Son of Man having a place to lay his head, atop his body the Church!] Making the 
stone a pillar speaks of building something, the Church again. Once the head stone is set in place he pours 
oil on the top of it. This speaks of the Father sending the anointing to his people once they submit to the 
Lordship of Jesus. This is what is meant by the words in Zechariah 4.7 "and he shall bring forth the 
headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it." The grace is the anointing! 


Jacob is acting as a type of the Father in this passage. It's the Father who sets the headstone in place and who imparts 
the anointing. It's the voice of the father crying Grace, grace! It is the Father setting up the Kingdom of God in His 
Church on the earth; putting the Lamb upon the Throne and saying "Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies! It is God 
arising and coming to his resting place. It is the fulfillment of the prayer "thy kingdom come". 


We see it further illustrated in Psalm 133. 


Psalm 133 A Song of degrees of David 
1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 
2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that 
went down to the skirts of his garments; 
3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD 
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


Here you can see the psalmist speaking of Mt. Zion, the Church, in the context of pouring ointment, or oil, 
on the head of Aaron. Aaron is, of course, typical of Jesus, our High Priest. The body of the High priest is 
compared to a mountain, in that the oil on the head is likened to dew on the top of the mountain! Setting the 
headstone in place is equal to setting the head on top the body. This is where the Son of Man lays his head. 
This means that the body comes together. It comes into unity. 


Unity 
And so the result is UNITY! The brethren dwell together, in unity. And because of this, the Lord commands a Blessing. 


This is the blessing mentioned also in Haggai 2:16, from this day will | bless you. 
The same concepts are covered in the book of Ephesians. In chapter 1 we read that He is the Head of the Body 


And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all Ephesians 1:22-23. 


In chapter 4 there is a discussion of what happens when the head and body come together. 
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Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 


unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 


edifying of itself in love. Ephesians 4: 13-16: 


And here in chapter 2 it speaks of the Headstone, Jesus Christ, as the chief cornerstone, and how the 
building will grow or be built only as it is fitly framed. 


And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. Ephesians 2:20-22 


The Body and the Temple are the same. They can only grow when the head is in place. The foundation is the 
headstone. The Church is not the Church unless it is submitted to the head or "... holding the Head, from 
which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with 
the increase of God." Colossians 2:19 


The foundation is the Lordship of Jesus. Since the foundation is the Head the Church must be built from the top down, 
just as illustrated in Psalm 133. There the body comes under the anointing from the top down as the oil is poured on the 
head. When it reaches the hem of the garment we can expect to see a release of healing power! 


Instruments of Judgment 


Notice that in these passages, the carpenter, the wise master builder, is never shown with hammer or nails, cement, saw 
or chisel. These are instruments of construction or assembly. This carpenter is shown using instruments of 
measurement or judgment. The passages in Ephesians indicate that once the building is 'fitly framed' or once the body is 
rightly joined to the head, it will grow automatically! Once the Church gets right it can't help but grow! People will be 
attracted to the presence of the Lord! 


What is the Result of Breaking up the Ground? 


Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. Isaiah 1:27 


Figuratively the bible describes what happens after the ground is broken up in terms of rainfall. Once the 
ground is plowed and the seed is sown, the Lord sends His Rain. Here are a selection of verses that speak of 
the Rain and the Harvest. 


Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he 
shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. Hosea 6:3 


He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth. Psalm 72:6 


Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the 
increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large 
pastures Isaiah 30:23. 


For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon 
thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring. Isaiah 44:3: 


Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, 
and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have 
created it Isaiah 45:8. 


Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full 
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of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it. 

Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft 
with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof. 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. Psalm 65:9-11 


This verse from Micah describes the results in a more literal fashion: 


But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established 
in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 
Micah 4:1 


And these verses from Isaiah 2: 


And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 


And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out 


of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more 

O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD Isaiah 2:2-5. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Elijah's Three Tasks 


Bill Somers 


Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the LORD: Mal 4:5 


The verse quoted above should be a very important part of our end time prophetic vision. The obvious 
reason, pointed out by many, is that it gives a sign to look for, that must precede the Day of the Lord. 
Many have written that they expect to see a movement or ministry that would function like Elijah did. 
Men and women moving in the spirit and power or Elijah. Some are even expecting Elijah himself to 
come in the flesh! 


The second reason is that this verse links the ministry of Elijah with the End Times. | find that there is 
something very special about the story of Elijah as related in the Books of the Kings. 


King Solomon takes up 11 chapters of 1 Kings. Jereboam has chapters 12, 13 and half of 14. 
Chapter 15 and 16 take us through a group of succeeding kings taking us up to Ahab. 


Elijah comes along in chapter 17 and continues to the end of 1 Kings in chapter 22 and takes up 
again in 2 Kings. Elijah's ministry is carried on by Elisha who finally dies at the end of chapter 13. That 
makes 19 chapters in all. In these 19 chapters we find a great wealth of types and allegories of the 
End Times. 


Our opening quote from Malachi 4:5 is referred to in the Gospel of Mathew. 


And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first 
come? 

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all 
things. 

But | say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done 
unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 

Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. Mat 17:10-13 


Note here that in verse 11 Jesus says Elias [Elijah] shall come, and in verse 12 He says Elias has 
already come! And they understood that He meant that John the Baptist was Elijah! This is a multiple 
fulfillment of Malachi 4:5. John the Baptist fulfilled it and it will be fulfilled again in the future. 


This indicates that John the Baptist carried out the role or tasks of Elijah in Jesus time. And we can 
expect this to occur again in our time. It also means that God is operating according to a certain 
pattern in the way he works things out. This pattern was set forth in the ministry of Elijah. The pattern 
was repeated in the ministry of John the Baptist and will be repeated again. 


What this pattern is can be found by looking at the three tasks of Elijah. 
The major points in Elijah's ministry are these: 


1. He has a first confrontation with Ahab, 

2. He is secluded for 3 and a half years, 

3. He returns and holds a sacrifice on Mt. Carmel, 
4. He flees from Jezebel to Mt. Horeb, 
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5. He returns from Mt. Horeb to carry out his three fold commission, 
6. He meets with Ahab in Naboth's vineyard, 
7. He is taken up into heaven. 


Item 3 here is especially important. It gives us a great picture of confrontation with evil and triumphing 
over it. It is also a foreshadow of end time revival and harvest. But we are going to take a look at item 
5, the three fold commission of Elijah. 


What exactly was it? 


And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and 
when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: 

And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of 
Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 

And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and 
him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 1 Kings 19:15-17 


A Pattern is Set. 

Elijah was told to go and anoint Hazael, Jehu and Elisha. Elisha was to be the new prophet coming 
after Elijah. Jehu was to be the New King of Israel. And Hazael to be the new King of Syria. In these 
cases the prophet acts as the spokesman and agent of God. He passes along to the person being 
anointed, God's power and authority to carry out a particular office. That is he places a mantle or 
commission from God on a particular person to do a particular job. 


We know that Samuel anointed Saul and David. The Kings were sometimes anointed by prophets this 
way. It is also common for prophets to anoint other prophets and pass along their gifts or mantles this 
way. What is so curious here is Hazael! What is the point of having Elijah anoint the King of Syria, the 
leader of Israel's enemies? 


We find in 1 Kings 19 where Elijah recruits Elisha. 


1 Kings 19:19 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by 
him, and cast his mantle upon him. 


And later in 2 Kings 2, Elijah finally passes the mantle to Elisha. 


2 Kings 2: 

9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what | 
Shall do for thee, before | be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, | pray thee, let a 
double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when | am 
taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. 

12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the 
horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent 
them in two pieces. 

13 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by 
the bank of Jordan; 


In 2 Kings 9, Jehu is anointed. But not by Elijah, who has been taken up into heaven by then. And it's 
not by Elisha either but by one of his servants. 
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2 Kings 9: 

1 J And Elisha the prophet called one of the children of the prophets, and said unto him, 
Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramothgilead: 

2 And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of 
Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among his brethren, and carry him to an 
inner chamber; 

3 Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus saith the LORD, I have 
anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not. 


And we read in 2 Kings 8, how Elisha anoints Hazael. 


2 King 8: 

7 And Elisha came to Damascus; and Benhadad the king of Syria was sick; and it was 
told him, saying, The man of God is come hither. 

8 And the king said unto Hazael, Take a present in thine hand, and go, meet the man of 
God, and enquire of the LORD by him, saying, Shall | recover of this disease? 

9 So Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with him, even of every good thing of 
Damascus, forty camels’ burden, and came and stood before him, and said, Thy son 
Benhadad king of Syria hath sent me to thee, saying, Shall | recover of this disease? 

10 And Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto him, Thou mayest certainly recover: howbeit 
the LORD hath shewed me that he shall surely die. 

11 And he settled his countenance stedfastly, until he was ashamed: and the man of God 
wept. 

12 And Hazael said, Why weepeth my lord? And he answered, Because I know the evil 
that thou wilt do unto the children of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and their 
young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash their children, and rip up their 
women with child. 

13 And Hazael said, But what, is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great thing? 
And Elisha answered, The LORD hath shewed me that thou shalt be king over Syria. 


Notice here that Elisha did not actually pass a mantle or physically anoint Hazael. He did however 
acknowledge him as the new King of Syria. And recognize that he would be carrying out judgment 
against Israel. 


In some ways this reminds me of Moses before Pharaoh in Exodus 12, when Pharaoh says 


"Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me 
also." Exodus 12:32 


So Elijah's three tasks were to raise up a new prophet, anoint a new king, and acknowledge or 
authorize a new enemy to execute judgment. He did not personally complete all three, his successor 
did some of it. Because he has left the scene before it is all completed. 


The pattern repeated. 


How does this compare with what John the Baptist did? 
In Mark 1 we read: 


Mark 1: 

9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John in Jordan. 

10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit 
like a dove descending upon him: 
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Here John did not anoint, he baptized. The effect however is the same. Jesus was the new prophet 
who succeeded John. For John said, 


He must increase but | must decrease. John 3:30 
Jesus is also the new King of Israel. John also leaves the scene before the third task is finished. 


The new ‘king of Syria’ is Judas Iscariot, the man of perdition. And Jesus '‘anoints' or authorizes him to 
carry out judgment in the following passage. 


John 13: 

21 When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, 
verily, | say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 

22 Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. 

23 Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom 
he spake. 

25 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? 

26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when 
he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 

27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, 
do quickly. 


Here the judgment is not against Israel the nation, but against Israel personified, namely Jesus 
Himself. But all three elements of the commission are fulfilled. And the three characters are in parallel. 


Elijah is to Elisha is to Hazael as John is to Jesus is to Judas. John baptized Jesus who was the new 
prophet and the new king. Jesus gave Judas permission to betray him. 


The Book Of Acts 
In the Book of Acts we see the same pattern again, though not quite as clear. In this case the three 
characters are Stephen, Paul and Caesar Nero. 


Stephen's ministry has some parallels with John the Baptist's. He had a great impact in his time and 
ended up being martyred. 


And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. 
Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the 
Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, 
disputing with Stephen. Acts 6:8-9 


And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at 
a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 

And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 
Acts 7: 58-59 


His ministry was followed by that of Saul as he became Paul. So Paul was raised up and had a 
ministry that was greater that Stephens, just as Elisha's was greater than Elijah's and Jesus' was 
greater than John's. Paul was the new prophet, and he proclaimed Jesus and the new king in his 
ministry to the gentiles. Since Jehu is a figure of Jesus in the second coming, each instance of this 
pattern has Jesus as King. 


As the Lord spoke of him in Acts 9: 


... for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
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and the children of Israel: 
For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. Acts 9:15-16 


Near the end of Paul's ministry we see how Paul ends up being sent to Caesar. 


While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the 
temple, nor yet against Caesar, have | offended any thing at all. 

Then said Paul, | stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where | ought to be judged: to the 
Jews have | done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. 

For if | be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, | refuse not to die: but 
if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto 
them. | appeal unto Caesar. 

Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto 
Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go. Acts 25:8, 10-12 


Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not 
appealed unto Caesar. Acts 26:32 


So what happened here is that when Paul said : / stand at Caesar's judgment seat, it was the same 
as when Jesus said to Judas That thou doest, do quickly . Paul was giving Caesar permission to 
carry out judgment against him, just as Jesus gave Judas permission. 


"Caesar' has the meaning of "severed". The Caesars referred to in the New Testament are. 
1. Augustus Luke 2:1 

2. Tiberius Luke 3:1 20:22 

3. Claudius Acts 11:28 

4. Nero Acts 25:8 Philippians 4:22 


Nero was the Caesar that Paul went before and who had him martyred. The name Nero, interestingly 
enough, is said to have a numeric of 666. 


End Time Application.. 

| once heard an interesting discussion about ministries raising up other ministries. It was said that 
since the reformation, all the great leaders who came along were not able to raise up successors who 
went on to become greater than them. Luther, Calvin, Knox, Wesley, etc all represent peaks in the 
progress of the church. These peaks were followed by declines. Likewise the great revivals are all 
peaks in the growth of the church. Each revival was followed by a decline. 


But the Word of God says 


Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the LORD: Mal 4:5 


And we take that to mean that the end time church will be gifted with a ministry that will also carry out 
the three tasks of Elijah. That today's church leaders will be privileged to raise up a new generation 
who will far surpass them in accomplishments. They will be ministries who will do the greater works. 


Likewise, the revival we have today, great as it is, will be far outshone by the final end time revival and 
harvest that the Lord is going to give. 


In this case the three tasks of Elijah are to raise up a greater ministry, Proclaim a new King, King 
Jesus, and to lay their lives down in service to Jesus. 


The three characters are today's church, the end time church [man-child] and the beast or anti-christ, 
whose number is 666, and who is given power to overcome the saints. {See Satan's Final Challenge 
by Bill Somers} 
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We can see that the pattern in the ministry of Elisha is a pattern for the end time church. The pattern 
set by Jesus is a pattern for the end time church. The pattern followed by Paul is a pattern for the end 
time church, [It shows Paul to be a type of the end time church, his conversion a type of revival.] 


And so this pattern as it will work out gives us three stages. First is where we are now, preparing for 
and anticipating a great revival and harvest. 


Second will be the End Time Apostolic Church that will receive the final outpouring of the Spirit and 
will do the Greater Works. 


Third will be a church that is willing to present their bodies a living sacrifice, laying down their lives just 
as Jesus and Paul did. And being able to say with Paul: 


For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

| have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith: 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing. 2 Timothy 4:6-8. 
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Entering Into the Kingdom 
by Bill Somers 


For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. Romans 14:17 


The Kingdom of God is Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost. What does this mean? | believe that these are 
the signs or results of entering into the kingdom. That is to day, if you have entered into the Kingdom of God, they you 
should have Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost, and that on a continual basis. In these days we 
experience Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost on a hit and miss basis. But God is calling us to a place 
where we will have Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost all the time. That place is the Kingdom of God! 


| have heard several explanations of this which I will lay out and show that they are just differing ways of expressing the 
same idea. 


The Kingdom of God is wherever God is King. 
If you are at a place where you are if full agreement with the word of God, completely submitted to his authority and fully 
and instantly obedient to his command, they you can say that Jesus is your King in every area, without reservation. 


The reason Jesus manifested the Kingdom is that he was totally in accord with and submitted to the Father. 

The Kingdom is entered by Repentance. 

You can enter the Kingdom by a full repentance. Repentance means a turning, Here it must mean a turning away from 
sin, and towards righteousness. Or a turn away from walking in the flesh and a renewed walking in the spirit. 


Jesus words to Nicodemus. 


"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God." John 3:3 


Here Jesus speaks of seeing the Kingdom. This is a reference to seeing in the sense of understanding. The natural man 
cannot discern the things of the Spirit, that is the Word of God, and so only those who are born again can understand 
what the bible says about the kingdom. 


"Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God." John 3:5 


Here Jesus speaks of entering into the Kingdom. The requirements are to be born of water and of the Spirit, So what 
does this imply? Well being born of water refers to baptism which we are told is to bury the old man of the flesh. It means 
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to be dead to the flesh and dead to self. Then Jesus explains what it means to be born of the Spirit. 


The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. John 3:8 


This is saying that those who are born of the Spirit will come and go wherever the Spirit leads them. That is to say they 
are completely led by the Spirit of God. 


So if you are fully dead to self and completely led by the Spirit, you have entered into His Kingdom, in this life. 


What the Kingdom is not. 

This means that the Kingdom is not heaven. It does not refer to entering in to heaven, the place for departed souls of the 
righteous. It is not God's presence. God manifests his presence here on earth in many ways and at many times. Those 
who experience this do not have to be in His Kingdom. 


What the Kingdom is. 

The Kingdom is God's Rule. 

The Kingdom is the End Time Revival 
The Kingdom is the Millennium. 


For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 1 Cor 4:20. 


Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,neither doth corruption 
inherit incorruption. 1Cor 15:50 


God is calling us to enter into His Kingdom in these last days. Remember that the Bible tells us "... that we must 
through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God. Ac 14:22 
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Essay on The Kingdom Of God 


Bill Somers 


2 covenants, 2 kingdoms, 2 churches. 


After Jesus’ return mentioned in Rev 19-20 we see that the saints will reign with him for 1000 years. 
Because of this it is commonly assumed that this is the beginning of the millennial kingdom. [When | 
say commonly assumed, that means that I'm going to disagree with it. ] 


Note that here people are identifying the millennium with the kingdom. 


But recall that earlier in Rev we are told that he has taken his power and reigned. When does the 
kingdom come? Rev 12 or Rev 20? 


If it comes with the return, as in rev 20, that would be in a fashion that all could see. But in the gospels 
he has told us that the kingdom comes without observation. So it must come as spoken of in Rev 12. If 
you read carefully in Rev 20 it says the saints reign with him. Perhaps this is a point where they begin 
to reign with him, but He has been reigning from some time earlier. But the saints that overcome and 
endure to the end are those who are invited to sit in his throne. [It's the most backslidden Laodicean 
type saints who are offered this greatest reward.] 


He begins His reign, in full and the 1000 year kingdom with the outpouring of the Spirit when he 
comes as the latter rain. The kingdom is within his people's hearts as they give him full authority and 
obedience. They will follow the Lamb wherever he goes [Rev 13] because they will be willing in the 
day of His power. [Ps. 110} 


Let's consider what exactly the kingdom is to try and see when it comes. 
In Revelation, The Passover Key [Destiny Image 1991] Dan Juster writes : 


Wherever the rule of God is manifested, whether in healing, deliverance from demons, 
healing family relationships or starting an alternative school system, we see a manifestation 
of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God came in the ministry of Jesus and continues to 
be shown in the ministry of the Church and of believers who affect every area of life. Hence 
the Gospel of the Kingdom is the good news of the opportunity to come under the rule of 
God and to see every area of life impacted by the power and principles of God. [page ix] 


Through the ministry of Jesus and the apostles, and through the Church today, the Kingdom 
of God has broken into this age. The Kingdom of God truly came in Jesus. However, it 
came partially. The Kingdom is already here in one sense, yet not here in others. This 
"already but not yet" dynamic will typify this age until the return of Jesus. Whenever we see a 
body healed or a marriage restored by the power of God, there is the Kingdom. However, 
the full coming of the Kingdom rule over all the earth, as was the hope of the prophets, 
awaits the return of Jesus. [page x] 


Here he is talking about the kingdom being here but not yet. It reminds me that it is said he hath put all 
things under his feet, but we do not yet see it. 


The kingdom that is here is seen in the ministry of Jesus, the apostles and the church. The kingdom to 
come or the full coming of the Kingdom awaits. 


The kingdom is here in as much as the King is here. For those that earnestly seek him, he has never 
left. He has promised to be with us always. 


Yet the kingdom of darkness is present also as there is a world system 'under the sway of the wicked 
one’. Darkness over the world and gross darkness in the hearts of people. How can both coexist? Just 
as wheat and tares in the same field. 
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One scriptural example is that of Athaliah. This wicked queen [a type of satan] reigned in Jerusalem 
for 6 years. Yet all during that time, the true king lived in Jerusalem too! But it was not until the 
beginning of the 7th year that he took up his power and overthrew her. [He was waiting for a certain 
level of maturity.] 


Another example is that of Adonijah, a son of David [and type of anti-Christ]. Adonijah proclaimed 
himself king at the same time Solomon was anointed king. After a short struggle, where a fair number 
of David's men aligned themselves with Adonijah, Solomon prevailed, and proceeded to purify his 
realm. 


But here we're talking about the kingdom of darkness vs. the kingdom of light. Let's get back to the 
Kingdom of God as seen so far and the Kingdom of God in full. What are the various possible 
definitions? And what does the Bible say? 


The kingdom of God is wherever God is King. | often use this short definition to show that the kingdom 
comes when you make him king of your heart. So that way it comes ‘without observation’. [In Jesus 
earthly ministry, He proclaimed the Kingdom was at hand because He is the King.] 


Yet many of the kingdom parables describe something quite different. The story of the vineyard and 
wicked vinedressers, the three loaves made with leaven, the 'treelike, towering mustard plant, filled 
with demonic types, and others speak of a kingdom where clearly God does not rule. What's the 
catch? 


With that in mind I'll modify the definition to state that the Kingdom is wherever God is supposed to be 
King. This can be where there is a small measure of God's power demonstrated, and a small 
measure of obedience rendered to the King. And these parables of the partial or flawed kingdom 
clearly speak of Old Testament times and conditions. So the partial Kingdom didn't begin with the 
ministry of Jesus, but it has been here all along. 


It has been with God's people all along. It's found in scripture wherever God had dealings with men. It's 
found wherever God had a people. And all through the bible God has had some people, a remnant 
with whom he had a covenant, that is promises he made to them. 


So the various covenants that scholars speak of means he has had this kingdom all along. These 
include covenants with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and the Children of Israel in 
general. We can sum them up in what is Known as the Old covenant. 


So What is the Kingdom of God? 
The Kingdom of God is: 


a. wherever God is King 

b. wherever God is supposed to be King 

c. wherever he has a covenant people 

d. wherever God's power is at work or manifests. 
e. all the above. 


The Kingdom is wherever he has a covenant people; there he is supposed to be King whether they 
are obedient or not. The Kingdom Comes in Fullness [completion] when he truly does reign in the 
hearts of his covenant people. And it is seen when He is revealed in his people. [The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ.] 


There is a promise of a new covenant where the stony heart is removed and replaced by a heart of 
flesh. It's a covenant where his laws are written in/on our hearts, where He is Lord of all our heart. And 
it's where His love fills our hearts to the point of overflowing like rivers of living water gushing forth. 


Is this the New Testament of the new testament church that we see in our day? 


Even though we speak of the church beginning with the New Testament, i. e. New Covenant, this 
church is really still under the law. Old Testament Israel is a type and picture of the New Testament 
Church. We have repeated all the sin, error and idolatry of Judaism, as the things that happened to 
them are the examples of what has happened to us. And likewise the judgment that came on Judaism 
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is a prophecy of the Judgment that needs begin at the House of God. 


We claim that we're not under the law. If so then we must be under the spirit. But however much we 
claim to be under the spirit, it remains to be seen. [In other words, show me the money - show me the 
fruit of the spirit.] And isn't that what the world is wanting to see. Show me the Fruit of the Spirit, and 
then I'll take you seriously. 


The New Covenant is here with the Blood of Jesus and The Baptism of the Holy Ghost. But it's not yet 
in full. We are told that we have an ‘earnest’ of the spirit. That's like a down payment, or a token, a 
measure of the spirit. 


The Old covenant is the law. It could not, and cannot produce the fullness of the kingdom anymore than 
the blood of bulls can bring forgiveness of sin. The Law can bring only death. It yields dead religion, 
dead Judaism, dead Christianity, dead faith without works, a dead fig tree, cursed because if 
produces no fruit. 


The New Covenant was promised in New Testament times but still waits the promise of the father. 
The New Covenant is the Life Giving Spirit. It's not just the down payment, sample of or demo of the 
spirit. It's the Spirit without measure. 


Mt 8:23 J And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. 


Ps 119:130 ¥ The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple. 


Zec 4:6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 


Conclusion 


So the first Kingdom is a potential one. It's derived from and it corresponds to the Old Covenant. It's 
typified by the Law. God's presence and power are seen, but his people's allegiance to Him is spotty. 
These people are God's covenant people in old testament times and throughout the ‘church age' till 
now. 


The second Kingdom is the Full Kingdom. It comes from and corresponds to the New Covenant. It's 
typified by Grace. Where the law was not able, grace is sufficient. God's presence and power are 
seen and demonstrated in a peculiar people who show forth his praise. These people are God's 
covenant people in the end times, the saints who endure to the end and overcome by death to self and 
by obedience unto death. From the time of Pentecost onward, the two have overlapped. Eventually the 
old will pass away. 


Another Scriptural parallel 


In First Corinthians chapter 13 we can see, if we look with prophetic eyes, the transition to the New 
Covenant typified. He calls it a 'more excellent way’. Up to that point in First Corinthians we witness 
the spirit addressing the problems found in a church under the law. They are disputes, divisions, all 
manner of pride, strife, abuse and contention. The church seen in First Corinthians is a real mess. 


But the more excellent way is that of Love. When he speaks of the love of the father 'shed abroad’ in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, it's the result of receiving the Spirit ‘without measure’ [a condition equal to 
‘Christ being formed in you' or ‘Christ in you']. References to maturity found in chapter 13 should tell us 
that this is the maturity spoken of in Ephesians. That is the 'measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ’. 


What does it take to produce the bride without spot or wrinkle of Ephesians 5:27 The washing of the 
water of the word [Eph 5:26] is the Revelation of Jesus Christ to the bride that enables the Revelation 
of Jesus Christ in the bride. It's the completion of the mystery of God. 


Another clue is found in the mention of Tychicus in Eph 6:21-22. He is a type of the Holy Spirit. 


In Second Corinthians you can see, in allegory, the transition to the New Covenant completed. Here 
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the Holy Spirit is typified by Titus. And the Later Day outpouring of the Spirit is seen in 'the coming of 
Titus’ and the results of his ministry. Look at the description of the Corinthian church once Titus has 
done his work. 


2Co 7:9 Now l rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for 
ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. 
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow 
of the world worketh death. 

11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 
wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, 
yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have 
approved yourselves to be clear in this matter. 


Truly this is a picture of the mature church. [You can also see her as the woman in Proverbs 31.] 
Establishing the Kingdom 


So contrary to what some may say, [another disagreement here], the church does not establish the 
kingdom [the full kingdom]. When the church gets right it becomes the kingdom. 


Mt 8:23 J And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him.. 
And then she proclaims the Kingdom. 


Moses tried to deliver Israel by his own strength and failed. He had to wait in the desert 40 years till 
the time was right. When he returned the people willingly followed him. This is a type and an allegory; it 
set a pattern. 


Jesus tried to be about his father's work at age 12 but had to submit to his parents. When the time 
came and the power of the spirit was given without measure he began to proclaim the kingdom was 
at hand. This was a demo of God's power and also an allegory. 


The church has tried and tried in her own strength for 2000 years and failed. [Like the first two days of 
the war against Benjamin. ] 


When the fullness of time comes, under the last days outpouring we are about to have, the types will 
be fulfilled. We'll see a church empowered by the Spirit, doing the will of the Father, and laying down 
their lives for the brethren. 


It will proclaim that Our God Reigns. It will walk in righteousness, peace and Joy of the Holy Ghost. 
That's the Kingdom of God! 
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End Time Outline 
by Bill Somers 


This Article is under construction, and will be revised every so often, Your feedback is appreciated. 


“Which things are an allegory: .." Galatians 4:24 


The five phases: Kingdom Judgment Redemption Harvest Finale 


This is an outline of the End Times from the Church’s point of view. The sequence of events can roughly be broken up 
into 5 phases. | am going to define these phases; and then present examples from scripture where they are illustrated. 


To properly understand all this, keep in mind that these phases are overlapping, except the finale. And the phases are 
loosely defined and will not all occur in the same part of the Body of Christ at the same time. So strive to be skillful in the 
word as you read this. 


Phase 1. The Kingdom. This is the Lord coming to take up His Kingdom. 


It is commonly taught that the millennium, Christs 1000 year reign with his saints, begins after His return to earth. You 
will find as | did that things make much more since, when you realize that the 1000 years begins with Christ coming to 
his Church and beginning to rule there. This is the coming of the King. The Kingdom comes to the Church first, because 
the King comes to the Church first. Solomon began to rule in a chaotic time and gradually extended his rule by wise 
judgment. Likewise Jesus comes to rule in his Church and gradually extends his rule throughout the church for 3 and a 
half years. All the time intervals in the book of revelation are 1000 years or equal to 3 and a half years, except the 3 and 
a half days mentioned at the end of revelation 11. This is a textual clue that this 3 and a half years is the last 3 and half 
days of Daniel’s 70t week. 


We are not going into proving this at this point so for the sake of argument we are assuming that the Millennium, the 3 
and a half year kingdom of the beast and the three and a half year ministry of the end time Church begin at the same 
point. That point is the kingdom phase 


Phase 2. The Judgment. The coming of the King must bring judgment, because the King is the Judge and Judgment 
must begin at the house of God. This is the period where the Lord purges and purifies the Church by means of judgments 
against her. It will consist of strife within the Church, and attacks against the Church from outside as well as other 
general judgments. It is the great shaking. 


Phase 3. The Redemption. The Lords purpose for judgment is often redemption. This phase is the ending of the 
judgment. It includes many elements. Revival, Restoration, Reformation and Revelation. It is God coming in awesome 
holiness and irresistible power. It is the Fear of the Lord and The Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Phase 4. The Harvest. This is the great ingathering of souls. This time when the gospel will be preached through all the 
world. This is the time that the Church will become the spotless bride that Lord desires as the remaining unsaved 
members are brought in. 


Phase 5. The Finale This is the Second Coming of Christ in clouds of glory to execute the final judgments and fight the 
final battles. This is when his saints and holy ones come with him and the dead in Christ will rise. 


Now the following examples will not show all 5 phases, some will show just 1 or 2, others may show all 5. Recall the 
story of the 5 blind men who studied the elephant and each came away with a different report. 


Matthew 8. 23 { And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. 

24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but 
he was asleep. 

25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. 

26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the 
sea; and there was a great calm. 

27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him! 


Verse 23 speaks of the Kingdom. Jesus entering the ship is Jesus entering the Church. His disciples following him, 
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shows the end result, his people obey him. Verse 24 and 25 illustrate the great judgments to come. The tempest of the 
sea, is the persecution by the people of the earth. Verse 26,27 show the restoration phase. The Lord puts a halt to the 
judgments and reveals his awesome power to his people. 


John 8: 1 J Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 

2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and 
taught them. 

3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the 
midst, 

10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those 
thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 

11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 


Now here, Jesus coming to the temple is the Kingdom Phase. As you see the woman brought before him, notice he is 
seated. This is a clear picture of the Church coming before the Judgment Seat of Christ. So it is the Judgment phase. 
Verse 10 is the redemption and verse 11 speaks of redemption and harvest as He commissions her to GO! 


John 16: 20 Verily, verily, | say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the 
child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. 

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man 
taketh from you. 

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you. 


In this passage Jesus prophecies to the disciples regarding the judgment phase and the joy to come afterward in the 
redemption phase. 


Isaiah 1 27 How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now 
murderers. 

24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, | will ease me of mine adversaries, 
and avenge me of mine enemies: 

25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: 

26 And | will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be 
called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. 

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 

2:2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 

3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 


Here in Isaiah 1, verse 21 summarizes the reasons for judgment on the city, the Church. In verse 24, he declares his 
intention to bring that judgment. And verse 27, where Zion speaks of the Church, is a key description of his intentions 
where the judgment phase will lead to the redemption phase and that to the harvest, the converts. And again redemption 
and the converts are the subject of verses 2 and 3 in chapter 2. In this passage the phrase ‘mountain of the Lord’s 
House’ refers to the Church. And notice especially in verse 3 where it is referred to as the Mountain of the Lord, the 
House of the God of Jacob, Zion and Jerusalem! 


Isaiah 28:14 Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. 
15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under 
falsehood have we hid ourselves: 

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

17 Judgment also will | lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge 
of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 


Here the Lord addresses the scornful men that rule this people, that is to the pastors and overseers of his Church. 
Verse 15 lists some reasons for the Judgment phase. Verse 16 speaks of the cornerstone being laid in Zion. This is 
Jesus coming to the Church and thus is the kingdom phase. And again in verse 17 judgment is mentioned along with 
righteousness, just as in Isaiah 1:27. Note that the line and the plummet are tools of a carpenter! Jesus uses the line 
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and the plummet not to build with. Other tools are for that. These tools are for measurement! In other words they 
are instruments of judgment. The line and the plummet are used to see that the Church measures up to what God has 
intended for it. Lets look further. 


Isaiah 28: 24 Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his ground? 
25 When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter the 
cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and the rie in their place? 

26 For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him. 

27 For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about 
upon the cummin, but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod. 

28 Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his 
cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. 

29 This also cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in 
working. 


Here the plowman breaks up the fallow ground. This is the judgment phase. In verse 25, he casts in the seed. This is 
redemption preparing for harvest. Verse 26 shows the plowman instructed by the Father, indicating that Jesus is the 
plowman. And in verse 28 we see threshing instruments of an unusual sort. The rod and the staff are the tools of the 
shepherd! So here we find Jesus the carpenter, the plowman and the shepherd, all in one passage. 


Isaiah 29: 13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and 
with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is 
taught by the precept of men: 

14 Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous 
work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their 
prudent men shall be hid. 

17 ¥ Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful 
field shall be esteemed as a forest? 

18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of 
obscurity, and out of darkness. 

19 The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the 
Holy One of Israel. 

22 Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob 
shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. 

23 But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my 
name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. 

24 They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn 
doctrine. 


Isaiah 29 covers much of the same ground and chapter 28. Verse 13 again gives a reason for the Judgment phase 
about to come. In verse 14 we see a reference to a marvellous work That marvellous work is the kingdom phase we 
spoke of above concerning chapter 28. This cross reference from Psalm 118 may make it clear. 


Ps 118:22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 
23 This is the LORD'S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 


Verse 17 alludes to a soon coming harvest, while the rest of the chapter tells the results of the restoration phase to 
follow the judgment. Verse 24 reminds me of Isaiah 52:8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice 
together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 


Isaiah 60 14 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 
2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD 
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 
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3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 

4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: 
thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. 

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the 
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 


Here Isaiah speaks of the redemption phase followed by the harvest. Verse 1, "arise, shine" speaks of his people 
coming through the judgment and being filled with the glory, while the rest details the harvest. 


Psalm 2: 1 § Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and 
against his anointed, saying, 

3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. 

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 


Here the first three verses speak of the persecution of the Church during the judgment phase, while verse 4 and 5 tell 
of the redemption . Verse 6 is of course part of the Kingdom phase. 


Psalm 48 11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. 
12 Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 

13 Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following. 
14 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death. 


These verses speak of the redemption phase with great rejoicing coming after the judgments, and the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God in the Church. Verse 14 may allude to the Finale phase. 


Psalm 65: 1 <<To the chief Musician, A Psalm and Song of David.>> Praise waiteth for thee, O God, 
in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed. 

2 O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. 

3 Iniquities prevail against me: as for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away. 

4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy 
courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple. 

5 By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of our salvation; who art the 
confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea: 

7 Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the people. 

9 Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full 
of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it. 

10 Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft 
with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof. 

11 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. 

12 They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side. 

13 The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with corn; they shout for joy, 
they also sing. 


Here verse 1 says praise waiteth for thee oh God in zion. The implication here is that the Lord then must come to 
Zion. So this speaks of the kingdom phase. The Lord coming to his kingdom. The promise here in one of obedience 
as it says, unto thee shall the vow be performed. And later it says to you all flesh will come. Verses 3-5 speak of the 
Judgment seat. That is of being chosen to come before him. Bro. Rick Joyner tells in his vision the Hordes of Hell, 
that the judgment seat is terrible. That he had never seen the Lord look quite so terrible! Verse 5, in mentioning the 
terrible things alludes to this. Verse 7 echoes Matthew 8 where the Lord calmed the sea. It indicates that the roaring 
of the sea is none other than the tumult of the people. This then is the redemption phase. Verses 9-10 speak of the 
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latter rain coming down on the freshly plowed fields. This leads to the harvest and the abundance mentioned in 
verses 11-13. 


Psalm 74 is a prayer of the Church undergoing the judgment phase. Psalm 89 also is a prayer of the Church 
undergoing judgment, leading to Psalm 90 this psalm speaks the redemption phase and Psalm 91 speaks of the 
harvest phase. Psalm 94 is also a prayer of the Church under judgment. See especially verse 3 "...how long shall 
the wicked triumph?" See also Ps. 130 


Psalm 119 is the prayer of the Church in the redemption phase where she is able to say I have hid thy word in my 
heart that I might not sin against thee. It is the heart that is the fallow ground broken up by the plowman. In Jeremiah 
26:18 Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, 
saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, .... 


Here the plowman is Jesus, and his word is the sword of judgment and also the plow that breaks up the ground. But 
this is so it can receive the seed, (also the word) and hold it. 


Psalm 126: 1 <<A Song of degrees.>> When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were 
like them that dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the 
heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them. 

3 The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad. 

4 Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south. 

5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him. 


Here we find the judgment phase ending in verse 1, the redemption phase in verses 2-4 and the harvest in 5-6. 


Psalm 132 8 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy. 
13 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. 

14 This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it. 


The key idea here is the Lord arising and coming to his place of rest, Zion, the Church. This is the kingdom phase, 
the passage in verse 9 speaks of the redemption phase. 


Revelation 11: 1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure 
the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 

2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the 
holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

3 J And | will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore 
days, clothed in sackcloth. 

7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make 
war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 


Here we see the prophet John instructed to measure the temple, the altar and the worshippers. This speaks again of 
the Church being judged. The measurement is to show that the Church is redeemed when it measures up. This 
alludes briefly to the judgment and redemption. The outer court is the outside world. The Kingdom has come to the 
temple, or the Church, but it will not come to the outside world till 42 months after. The two witnesses also speak of 
the Church and the power to come upon it during the harvest. And verse 7 speaks of the finale. All 5 phases are 
touched upon here. 


Revelation 12: I And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and 
the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 
2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 
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3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was 
born. 

5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused 
them before our God day and night. 


Here we see the woman represents the Church. The travail she goes through is the judgment phase. The dragon 
ready to devour her child speaks of the persecution that is a part of this judgment. The bringing forth of the child is 
the redemption phase. This is also seen in John 16:21. Verse 10 tells of the kingdom phase as well as the 
redemption phase. 


1st Chronicles 12, a revival chapter speaks of all the tribes of Israel coming together to make David King! This 
speaks of the redemption phase of the end times when all the denominations of the Church will come together under 
King Jesus. 


Judges 14: 14 And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth 
sweetness. And they could not in three days expound the riddle. 

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, Entice thy husband, that he 
may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father's house with fire: have ye called us to take 
that we have? is it not so? 

16 And Samson's wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put 
forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told it me. And he said unto her, Behold, I have 
not told it my father nor my mother, and shall I tell it thee? 

17 And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh day, 
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children of her people. 


This case is especially interesting. The answer to Samson’s riddle was "what is sweeter than honey and what is 
stronger than a lion?" Here the meat and the sweetness are types of the Word of God. Therefore the giving of the 
answer speaks of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Samson is a type of the Lord and his wife, a type of the Church. 
The fact that it came to pass on the seventh day, speaks of the millennium. So this is the kingdom phase. His wife 
weeping before him speaks of the judgment phase. The giving of the answer is the Revelation of Jesus Christ and so 
it is the redemption phase. The wife immediately giving the answer to the philistines, a type of the world speaks of 
the Church revealing Jesus to the lost. This then is the harvest phase. 


Numbers 5 11 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

12 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man's wife go aside, and commit a 
trespass against him, 

13 And a man lie with her carnally, and it be hid from the eyes of her husband, and be kept close, and 
she be defiled, and there be no witness against her, neither she be taken with the manner; 

14 And the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if the 
spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not defiled: 

15 Then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, .... 

16 And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the LORD: 

24 And he shall cause the woman to drink the bitter water that causeth the curse: and the water that 
causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter. 

27 And when he hath made her to drink the water, then it shall come to pass, that, if she be defiled, 
and have done trespass against her husband, that the water that causeth the curse shall enter into her, 
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and become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall rot: and the woman shall be a curse 
among her people. 
28 And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean; then she shall be free, and shall conceive seed. 


In this example, the coming before the Lord is the kingdom phase. The bitter water is the judgment phase. [Bitter 
tears of repentance] and the redemption phase is seen in verse 27-28. If the woman is defiled, the swelling belly 
speaks of being with child like the woman in Rev. 12. The rotting of the thigh is like Jacob, whose thigh was touched 
after he wrestled with God at Peniel.. From that point on, he could no longer depend on his own strength. So this is 
the redemption phase. The alternative of conceiving seed in verse 28 also speaks of pregnancy and bring forth the 
man-child. Here the Lord is both the High Priest and the Jealous Husband. 


Second Corinthians. This entire book clearly speaks of judgment and redemption. 


Ephesians This entire book speaks of the Church in the redemption phase, leading to harvest. The kingdom phase is 
seen in Chapter 1 verse 22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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End Time Things 


Bill Somers 


In this essay we will look at End Time Things, what they are, and what elements and themes in the 
bible can be considered end time things. Then we will look at some contrasts between the end time 
things and earlier ones. The Lord has kept the best for last. 


First and foremost is of course the Second Advent, or Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the Revelation of Jesus Christ, chapter 19 depicts the Second Coming like this: 


Re 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 

12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name 
written, that no man knew, but he himself. 

13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of 
God. 

14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean. 

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 


Jude 1:14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, 
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 


There are many other references to the second advent, especially those that speak of the Son Of Man 
coming in the clouds. 


Another theme that is clearly an end time thing is The Last Day pouring out of the Spirit. It’s mentioned 
in Acts 2 where we read of what will happen in ‘the last days’. 


Ac 2:16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 

19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, 
and vapour of smoke: 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and 
notable day of the Lord come: 

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. 


Here the speaker, Peter, is quoting the prophet Joel from Joel 2, where the translators used the term 
afterward instead of the last days. 
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Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions: 

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out my 
spirit. 


Just prior to that we see Joel mentions something called the latter rain. In natural terms the former rain 
was the spring rain, and the latter rain was the fall rain. These were crucial to bring the spring and fall 
harvests. Wheat and barley were harvested in ancient Israel in the spring, just as we harvest winter 
wheat in the spring today. But in this instance there is a supernatural element involved as it tells of the 
former and latter rain coming both in the first month. That is a double rain! 


Joel 2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the 
former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 


Over in Hosea, we read that he will come to us as the latter rain and it will be in the third day! This 
Clarifies what Joel is saying and makes it easy to see that the pouring down latter rain is another way 
of expressing the pouring out of the Spirit. And the mention of the third day lines up with the 
expression ‘last days’. 


Ho 6:1 Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight. 

3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth. 


The latter rain and the pouring of the spirit are the same thing basically and are clearly end time 
things. As rain enables a harvest in natural terms, the latter rain speaks of end time revival [or 
restoration] to precede an end time harvest. 


Here in Matthew the Lord clearly identifies the harvest as an end time thing. 


Mt 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. 


The context this appears in is a series of parables on the Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of God. 
This also is an end time thing. 


The Kingdom of God is a complex topic and the Lord has much to say about it. Some of what we 
know is what it takes to enter the Kingdom of God. [I go into this topic at length in my article Blowing In 
The Wind. | could repeat most of that here, but | want to move on to the next topic. You must be born 
again, you must be led by the Spirit, [John 3] and you must become as a little child [Mark 10:15]. 


The Kingdom of God is found wherever God is King. To speak of some future time when Jesus 
returns to earth to set up his Kingdom is a misunderstanding. The kingdom is not of this world, visible 
and political. The kingdom does not come in a way you can observe or see, it’s invisible and spiritual. 
Those who are led by the spirit have entered the Kingdom of God. They have become obedient in all 
things. 


The Latter Rain Outpouring of the Spirit is what leads us into the Kingdom. 
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And The Kingdom of God is an end time thing. 


Re 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is 
cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 


Consider the New Covenant as mentioned in Jeremiah and Ezekiel 


Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that | took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although | 
was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 

33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 


This tells us of a new covenant that the Lord intends to make with his people. He will write his law in 
our hearts. And we shall all Know Him. 


Here is another description from Jeremiah 32. 


Jer 32:40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from 
me. 


Here we see that this new covenant will make it so that his people will not depart from him. Ezekiel 
explains it this way: 


Eze 36:26 A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh. 

27 And | will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 


The Lord is promising that he will cause us to obey him! And that by putting his Spirit in us. On other 
words, God says | will put my spirit in you that you might not sin against me. This can only come about 
during the latter rain outpouring. 


The key factor in each of these themes is the Holy Spirit. He plays the leading role in the End Time 
Outpouring, the Kingdom of God, and The new covenant. Essentially all three of these are the same 
thing, and the same event. So the New Covenant or New Testament is an end time thing. 


There have been individual cases of people who have been led by the spirit. Certainly many of the first 
apostles and disciples, and down thru history as well. Today as we approach the coming of the latter 
rain, and the coming of the Lord at the second advent, there are increasingly more such people. Still 
the full force of the latter rain, and it’s impact are yet to be seen. | believe we are in the last days. You 
may call it the third day, the seventh day [of God’s week], the millennium or whatever. It’s in or on this 
day that these things will begin to happen. The end times and the end time things will come rushing at 
us. 
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Let’s look as some important contrasts. 
Old Covenant vs. New Covenant 


The Old Covenant is the Letter of the Law [which kills] vs. The New Covenant is the giving [without 
measure] of The Spirit [which quickens]. 


The Old Covenant is The Law of sin and death. The New Covenant is the law of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus 


Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. 

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 


Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. When you are led by that spirit you are not under the 
law; you have been [or will be] set free from sin and death! 


Compare the tree of knowledge of good and evil vs. the tree of life. You can see that the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge, a fig tree in the story, is self righteousness, a.k.a. religion. The fruit of the tree of life 
is the fruit of the spirit that comes with the fullness of the Spirit. 


In Hebrews 12 the Lord says basically the same thing when speaking of the mountains. The mountain 
that burnt with fire and smoke, vs. Mt. Zion. 


Heb 12:18 J For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with 
fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated 
that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 

20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch 
the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, | exceedingly fear and quake:) 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
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speaketh better things than that of Abel. 


Note how this passage links several end time themes together. They are Mount Zion, The Church, The 
City of God, The Heavenly Jerusalem, The perfection of the Saints and the New Covenant. All of these 
are end time things. 


Compare The church as depicted in 1st Corinthians vs. that of second Corinthians. The reformation of 
the Corinthian church happens because of the visitation of Titus. Titus in this case is a type of the Holy 
Spirit; his arrival totally transforms them. In Ephesians the Spirit is typified by Tychicus. In Romans He 
appears as Tertius. The writer of Hebrews [Heb 13:23] is Timothy. Do you see a pattern here? 


The contrast between being under the law or being led by the Spirit is also expressed in Galatians as 
Ishmael vs. Isaac. 


Ga 4:21 J Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a 
freewoman. 

23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was 
by promise. 

24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 

25 For this Agar is, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her 
children. 

26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 


Note that here mount Sinai in Arabia is the mountain that burnt with fire, while Jerusalem which is 
above is the Mount Zion mentioned in Hebrews 12 above; also the New Covenant. Verse 24 says 
there are two covenants, the first is passing away, the second is the everlasting covenant. 


In Galatians there is another discussion of being under the Law. 


Ga 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, 
and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is 
therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. 

18 For if | build again the things which | destroyed, | make myself a transgressor. 

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that | might live unto God. 

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. 


Here one of the ideas is being dead to the law. We speak of it as death to self. In death to self, the old 
man is dead and the new man is Christ., You put on the new man by acting like Christ. If you act like 
Christ, you can’t sin. You are walking in righteousness, because you are clothed with righteousness. 
Jesus is the Lord our Righteousness. So therefore, to say | am crucified with Christ, etc. is an end 
time thing. And to put off the old man and put on Christ is an end time thing. 


Second Corinthians talks about becoming a new creature in Christ This too is an end time thing. 


2Co 5:16 J Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 
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17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. 


One last note, in Matthew, Jesus warns about false prophets in the End Times. 


Mt 7:15 J Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves. 

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 

17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 


We are to know them by their fruit, the real from the fake. This can only be found in those who have the 
spirit and the fruit of the spirit that results, from those who are totally led by that Spirit. Once we have 


entered into the latter day move of the Spirit, it will be clear who are really spirit led. They will have 
these fruits: 


Ga 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, 

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
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Parable Of The Fig Tree 


Bill Somers 


He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. 

Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years | come seeking 
fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 

And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till | shall dig about it, 
and dung it: 

And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down. Luke 13:6-9 


The passage above, one of Jesus’ parables, can be interpreted as an allegory of the end times. Just 
as he interpreted the parable of the sower for his followers, we can interpret this parable in the same 
way. First we identify each element of the story and then explain their interaction. 


The Elements. 

The certain man here is God the Father. The vineyard is the world and the fig tree is the church. The 
fruit he is looking for is the harvest or the completion of the Great Commission. The three years are 
three millennia since the birth of Jesus; the church is entering its third millennium. The vinedresser is 
Jesus. Digging about the tree and fertilizing it soeaks of the judgment on the church that must come 
before the harvest. Indeed the judgment is required to produce the harvest just as fertilizing is required 
to produce a crop. 


The Action. 
There is a threat of judgment on the unfruitful tree. 


He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. 

Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years | come seeking 
fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? Luke 13:6-7 


The owner of the vineyard is God the Father. He comes expecting that it will finally bring him the fruit 
his heart desires, but finding none he decrees judgment, a judgment of wrath. 


Luke 3:9 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 


The three years are three millennia since the birth of Jesus; the church is entering its third millennium. 
This also hearkens back to Genesis chapter 1, where God commands the earth to yield its harvest on 
the third day. 


And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 

And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
And the evening and the morning were the third day. Genesis 1: 11-13 
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The vinedresser is Jesus, who intercedes with his father to forestall his wrath. 


Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25 


Jesus is following the pattern of intercession used by Moses in Exodus 32, Numbers 14 and other 
places. 


Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before 
him in the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them. Psalms 106:23 


So the vinedresser proposes an alternative that will make the tree fruitful. This is not a judgment of 
wrath, but of strong chastisement. 


And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till | shall dig about it, 
and dung it: 
And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down. Luke 13:8-9 


To dig about it and dung it is to fertilize it so it will bear fruit. 


Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he may give it you John 15:16 


The digging is breaking up of the fallow ground. 


Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is 
time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you. Hosea 10 12 


Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become 
heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. Micah 3:12 


For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow 
ground, and sow not among thorns. 

Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none 
can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. Jeremiah 4:3 -4 


If we don't break up our own fallow ground, our hearts, the plowman of Isaiah 28, Jesus will come 
along and break it up for us. This next passage shows speaks of judgment coming to the church as a 
plowing on the hill of Zion. And the second verse gives the results of the plowing, revival and harvest. 


Micah 3:12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall 
become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. 


Micah 4:1 But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the 
LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the 
hills; and people shall flow unto it. 


The dung speaks of reproach, and judgment. 


Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and a derision to them that are 
round about us. Psalms 44:13 


A rain to water the tree and allow the fertilizer to be absorbed into its root system must follow it. This 
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speaks of the latter rain that brings the harvest. 


Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up. 

After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight. 

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth. Hosea 6:1-3 


Also, O Judah, he hath set an harvest for thee, when | returned the captivity of my 
people. Hosea 6:11 


This passage then is speaking of Judgment on the Church. 
For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: .... 1 Pet 4:17 


And this is a redemptive judgment, a judgment with a purpose. It's so that the church might be purged 
and purified so it can be used to bring in the harvest. So it will bring forth fruit. 


The scriptures are full of examples of God's people coming under judgments and how they prayed and 
sought him during these judgements Let these be our examples for intercession in these trying times 
about to come upon us. 


We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 

Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to 
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; 
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are 
near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because 
of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee. 

O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, 
because we have sinned against thee. Daniel 9:5-8 


Then said | unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and 
the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that 
we be no more a reproach. Nehemiah 2:17 


Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly filled with 
contempt. 

Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease, and with the 
contempt of the proud Psalms 123:3-4 


Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants; how I do bear in my bosom the reproach 
of all the mighty people; 

Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O LORD; wherewith they have reproached 
the footsteps of thine anointed. Psalms 89:50-51 


And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, What do these 
feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end ina 
day? will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned? 
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Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go 
up, he shall even break down their stone wall. 

Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, and 
give them for a prey in the land of captivity: Nehemiah 4:2-4 


All that pass by clap their hands at thee; they hiss and wag their head at the daughter of 
Jerusalem, saying, Is this the city that men call The perfection of beauty, The joy of the 
whole earth? 

All thine enemies have opened their mouth against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: 
they say, We have swallowed her up: certainly this is the day that we looked for; we have 
found, we have seen it. Lamentations 2:15-16 


Remember, O LORD, what is come upon us: consider, and behold our reproach. 
Lamentations 5:1 


Psalm 44 To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, Maschil 

1 We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in 
their days, in the times of old. 

2 How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedst them; how thou didst 
afflict the people, and cast them out. 

3 For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm 
save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because 
thou hadst a favour unto them. 

4 Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances for Jacob. 

5 Through thee will we push down our enemies: through thy name will we tread them 
under that rise up against us. 

6 For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me. 

7 But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast put them to shame that hated us. 
8 In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever. Selah. 

9 But thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; and goest not forth with our armies. 

10 Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy: and they which hate us spoil for 
themselves. 

11 Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat; and hast scattered us among the 
heathen. 

12 Thou sellest thy people for nought, and dost not increase thy wealth by their price. 

13 Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and a derision to them that are 
round about us. 

14 Thou makest us a byword among the heathen, a shaking of the head among the 
people. 

15 My confusion is continually before me, and the shame of my face hath covered me, 
16 For the voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth; by reason of the enemy and 
avenger. 

17 (All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falsely 
in thy covenant. 

18 Our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps declined from thy way; 

19 Though thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, and covered us with the 
shadow of death. 

20 If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our hands to a strange god; 
21 Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the secrets of the heart. 

22 Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the 
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slaughter. 

23 Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? arise, cast us not off for ever. 

24 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our affliction and our oppression? 
25 For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 

26 Arise for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies’ sake. 


Romans 8: 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things? 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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PUNISHMENT OR A FINAL END? 
By Bill Somers 


The Lord quickened a scripture from Jeremiah and gave me to understand that it expressed his heart and intention toward 
America as he brings His judgment on us. 


Jeremiah 30: 10. Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O 
Israel: for, lo, | will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, 
and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make [him] afraid. 

11. For | [am] with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though | make a full end of all nations whither | have 
scattered thee, yet will | not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave 
thee altogether unpunished. 


My understanding of this is that the coming judgment is a chastisement. That the Lord will "not make a full end of" 
America but "will correct ... in measure, and will not leave ... unpunished." 


He also gave part of Isaiah 48, later. 


3 I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, and | shewed 
them; | did [them] suddenly, and they came to pass. 


9. For my name's sake will | defer mine anger, and for my praise will | refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. 
10 Behold, | have refined thee, but not with silver; | have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. 

20 Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it 
[even] to the end of the earth; say ye, The LORD hath redeemed his servant Jacob. 
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False Manifestations or Abused (revised) 
Bill Somers 


October 14, 2007 
| want to modify my stand on this issue as expressed in last weeks article as reprinted below. 


My stand was based on reaction to various writers asserting that The Toronto Blessing and 
Brownsville Revival were false and demonic. And that many of the same writers are claiming that the 
current crop of phenomena are also false and demonic in origin. These include Angel Orbs, gold dust, 
jewels, oil, feathers and other such items. While these accusers claimed that all such were false, | was 
determined to claim that they are all true and some are just being misused. Now | am prepared to 
acknowledge that some are false as well. So | stand corrected. 


Nevertheless, many of these are being misused and the central problem remains the mixture present 
among God’s people and the intentions of those receiving them. So I’m saying that yes, there are 
some false, but also that many are true. 


| recommend studying the following teaching from the late Derek Prince. 

Protection From Deception Navigating Through The Minefield Of Signs And Wonders by Derek 
Prince 

http:/Awww.geocities.com/lostorfound_2/Deception.htm 


Original Article: 
False Manifestations or Abused 


October 7, 2007 
A lot of this chatter about false prophets and manifestations is really missing an important point. 


If people have problems with the "prophetic movement" or various manifestations, does it mean that 
we are plagued with false Prophets and demonic signs? | don't think so. Am | saying these are True 
Prophets? Not exactly. We have people with genuine gifts, but perhaps the true Prophets and 
Apostles are yet to be revealed. 


The source of all this, the jewels, the gifts, the anointings, the gold dust, and the Toronto - Pensacola 
business is from the Lord. It's just that there is ‘mixture’ in those who are receiving them. These are 
spiritual gifts, and these gifts get abused. 


Merchandising your ministry is abusing a spiritual gift. Using the Holy Laughter refreshing to fleece the 
sheep is abusing a spiritual gift. Selling words of personal prophecy is abusing a spiritual gift. 
Prophesying after the flesh, putting your own opinions or pet peeves into a prophecy, is abusing a 
Spiritual gift. If the Prophets are calling for repentance, but the Pastors are taking up an offering, what 
then? 
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Gifts vs. Fruit 

Spiritual Gifts do not produce the Fruit of the Spirit. But many think that as long as their gifts are 
working, that they are right with God! King Solomon had great gifts. If we look at his final end where he 
turned and worshipped other gods, does that mean he was a false prophet and do we need to 
remove the books he authored from the bible? 


So what does produce Fruit of the Spirit? Seeking the Kingdom first, and walking in the Spirit. 


| think that these people will get their chance to repent, but some will go from being like Baalam the 
Prophet to becoming like Baalam the soothsayer. 


The Real Test? 
Here’s something | found while looking over some of the discussions going around, about false 
manifestations. This writer claims the following. 


The real 'test' of whether or not something is legitimately from the Lord is based on whether or 
not we are somehow changed as a result. Those who hung around with Jesus generally didn't 
leave him in the same condition they came to him in. Either they left with some level of inner 
growth or healing, or with a hardened heart wanting to get even further away from him than 
before. 


Now here is a great example of using man’s wisdom to support your statements. | note that there is no 
scripture given here to prove their point. In fact what they are saying here is entirely false. But it sounds 
good! 


In my view there are only three things you can use to support an argument in spiritual matters. The 
Bible, the dictionary and the rules of logic. And all these can be abused. You must still have the 
witness of the Spirit. 


But when you have hearsay, opinions, or citing non-biblical authority, watch out. Phrases like 
everybody knows, or the bible clearly teaches, lead me to say O Really? Or when some want to 
quote from ‘the rabbis’ or Jewish tradition, it’s not authoritative, and rarely even documented. 

The same goes for Matthew Henry, Watchman Nee or whoever. Here in this case someone makes a 
statement and just expects you to agree because it sounds reasonable. 


Back to the question at hand. Who says that this is the ‘real test’? Where is the proof? 
This same writer goes on to say this: 


So many of our modern manifestations have little or no lasting effect on the people involved. If 
you are ‘slain in the spirit' on the carpet, get covered in 'gold dust’, or bark like a dog or cluck 
like a chicken, yet afterwards you get up and are just the same person as you were before, 
then | have to question the authenticity of your so-called 'manifestation’. Just because it's 'real' 
doesn't mean it's true. God may not give me a stone when | ask for bread, but the devil will 
certainly try to hand me one and pass it off as bread from the Lord, If | am foolish and 
inattentive enough to believe that | can't be deceived like others have been. 


Now if you note the final sentence here, this person is assuming that people are being deceived. So 
what conclusion will they naturally reach? Secondly from the tone of the entire paragraph, they are 
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operating in a scornful attitude. 


Proverbs 14:6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him 
that understandeth. 


When this happens, if some that have manifestations are changed and some are not, what does that 
mean? Those who are not changed are deceived? Give me a break! Those who are not changed got 
their manifestations from Satan? Are Jesus and Satan taking turns passing out manifestations? 


Then there is the question “How do you know who is or is not changed?” It’s possible for some to be 
changed by a spiritual impartation and not even realize it! 


1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature; because | have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 


He is the only one who can judge whether someone has come away changed. So how can we 
evaluate the manifestations on the basis of man's opinions about who has changed?. 


And what about those who are changed? Some, make that many, were saved, healed, restored or 
delivered in the movements that came from Toronto and Brownsville — Pensacola Florida. Yet this 
was not the ultimate revival, and not everything that happened was perfect. But the problems were not 
in the source of the manifestations, but the church structures that received them. 


It's the same with what’s happening today. Spiritual gifts are real but flesh gets in the way. It’s not so 
much the phenomena but what people do with it. 


Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 


Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. 
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FOOTPRINTS 
by Bill Somers 


We often hear mention of types and shadows in the Bible. These are part of the figurative language the Lord uses all 
throughout scripture. In order to understand this figurative language, I believe it will help to consider exactly what are 
types and shadows. The use of the terms ‘type’ and ‘shadow’ are themselves figures of speech. And a figure of 

speech is a device or means of presenting information, written or spoken, through verbal images, figures or pictures. 


What are verbal images? Analogies, metaphors, similes, symbols etc. 

What skills are needed to use or understand them? 

What peculiarities of types and shadows in the natural (in real life) are carried over into their use in the Bible? 
What can this teach us about understanding God's word? 


Shadows. Compare for example a photo and a silhouette. A photo shows a realistic likeness of its subject while a 
silhouette shows only the outline of the subject. The details of the outline are accurate but everything inside is 
obscured. Sometimes it takes a fair amount of skill or guesswork to identify the subject from looking at the 
silhouette. Now compare a silhouette with a shadow. Both are outlines of the subject; and both may be quite 
accurate in the details of the outline. A shadow however can be drastically out of proportion, it can be distorted by 
stretching or by foreshortening. It can be skewed at an odd angle. It may fall across an uneven or irregular surface 
whose details make the shadow hard to discern. Discerning a shadow is more difficult when you have very little light 
to go by. It often helps to have light from more than one source. Sometimes a shadow will be mixed in with shadows 
of other subjects. In these cases it helps to have a good knowledge of the subject when you try to pick out the 
shadow. 


So when it comes to understanding the language in the bible, we find that the figures of speech are very often 
obscure. They are dark sayings or dark speech. ‘Shadows’ is actually a very accurate description. Picking out 
various shadows from a confused background can require a lot of skill. A particular person or thing can be used as 
one kind of shadow in one chapter and be used as another kind in the next chapter. 


Types. One of the root meanings of type as used in Greek is ‘footprint’. Let’s consider the nature of footprints and 
the problems we sometimes have in reading them. A footprint is the print or impression that is left in the ground by a 
man or animal. It indicates the outline or shape of the foot that made it. The quality and readability of a footprint can 
vary greatly with the condition of the ground and the attitude of the subject. Prints on hard ground are very faint, on 
uneven ground, they can be distorted. On grassy soil they may be totally unnoticed. Also if the subject was running 
or turning at the time, the print can be greatly distorted. Commonly footprints can be mixed in, over or under other 
ones adding to the difficulty. A tracker has to develop great skill in reading footprints to be successful. Again, the 
more you are familiar with the subject that made the print, the better you can identify it. The more light you have 
during your investigation, the easier time you will have. 


So it follows that the more you know of the things of God, the easier you can see what the types and shadows He 
uses in His word refer to. And the more light, illumination of the Holy Spirit, you have, the easier it is to see what His 
word means. It is the experience of receiving the quickened word that develops your understanding. Add to this the 
fact that every revelation of His inner truth can be the foundation of a further revelation. This is the maturity, or skill in 
the word referred to in Hebrews 5.13 For every one that useth milk [is] unskillful in the word of 
righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, ...." 


Another very important element in this skillfulness is the understanding that there can be and often are several themes 
active in a given passage of scripture. And there are multiple lessons that can be found in the same verses. This is 
because types and shadows can overlap. Just as footprints can overlap or be mixed up with others, and shadows 
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can overlap and cross, so can the 'types and shadows' in the bible. So part of the skill in discerning these is to be 
able to filter out details that do not pertain to a particular theme or lesson. This sometimes means taking things out of 
context, and sometimes means adding missing details. So how do you do this with out adding to or subtracting from 
the word of God? Only as led by the Spirit. And as you receive revelation knowledge in this way, submit it to others 
for judgment, just as you would with any prophecy. 


This means that not only are there multiple lessons in a passage of scripture, but there can be multiple interpretations 
of the passage, all correct. 


For example, in the Story of Balaam and the Ass there are multiple lessons found. And it's all in how you 
explain the elements of the story to bring out the lesson you wish to give. 


A. Balaam can be seen as a type of man in general. When the ass wanders off into the field, it speaks of man 
distracted by the things of this world. When the ass crashes into the wall of the vineyard, it speaks of the Lord 
chastising those in the Church [the vineyard]. When the ass comes to the narrow place, it speaks of truly 
following the path of holiness. 

B. Balaam can be seen as a type of the Church coming into revival. 

C. Balaam and the Ass together can be seen as a type of the Church coming into revival, here Balaam in the main 
body of the Church and the ass represents the prophetic ministry, which can see what the main body of the 
Church cannot. 

D. Balaam can be seen as a type of false ministry contrasted with the ass, a type of true ministry. Then the story 
becomes one of role reversal. The prophet acting like an ass and the ass acting like a prophet. 

E. This can also speak of the way true prophetic ministry is often rejected. 

F. There is also a lesson in judging by the outward appearance. Someone you may think is an ass may suddenly 
begin to move in the prophetic. And some who commonly move in the prophetic, may act like asses when they 
are in the flesh. 

G. The conflict portrayed when Balaam strikes the ass can be seen as a type of the prophesied ‘Civil War in the 
Church’. In this case when the Lord opened Balaam's eyes, the conflict stopped. 

H. The vision of the Angel of the Lord with drawn sword causing the ass to lay down speaks of intercession 
being made upon seeing the Lords Judgments in the Earth [the sword]. 


And so on. Each of these is a good sound interpretation, but does not exclude the others. The lessons and messages 
derived here just have to be presented at the right time and with the anointing of the Spirit to have the effect He 
intends. 


Many examples can be made of these principles in other parts of the bible. They will come to us as we are open to 
the Spirit's teaching us and developing our skill in the word. The diet of meat, that belongs to them of full age, brings 
skill in the Word of Righteousness. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE 
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Gift Of Discernment Right Here In My Pocket 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


September 2008 
Discernment is the big buzzword these days. This is a look at discernment vs. the gift of discernment. 
Let’s ask the dictionary first. 


Discernment, a noun 
keenly selective judgment: good taste and judgment 


synonyms: judgment, acumen, discrimination, perspicacity, taste, shrewdness, sensitivity, 
selectivity 


Discern a verb 

1. transitive verb see or notice something unclear: to see something that is not very clear 
or obvious 

2. transitive verb understand: to understand something that is not immediately obvious 

3. intransitive and transitive verb distinguish: to be able to tell the difference between two or 
more things 


Synonyms 

make out, notice, see, perceive, discover, observe, catch sight of, glimpse, detect, spot 
understand, perceive, distinguish, fathom, detect, be aware of distinguish, tell the difference, 
separate, discriminate, differentiate, determine, detect, recognize, know by sight. 


Encarta® Thesaurus © 2000 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Developed for 
Microsoft by Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. 


Let’s take that and make a working definition: discernment is the ability to see or understand 
something that is not immediately obvious, or to tell the difference between two or more things that is 
not immediately obvious. In our discussion it will apply to good vs. evil; true vs. false; or right vs. wrong. 
It implies that there is some effort made to know what is not immediately obvious. 


The Gift Of Discerning 
The Bible mentions the Gift of Discerning of Spirits in first Corinthians, when it lays out the various 
gifts of the Spirit. 


1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 

6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by 
the same Spirit; 

9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 

10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; 
to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as 
he will. 


Where it mentions discerning of spirits, it is not clear if it’s speaking about spirits of men, or angels or 
both. | knew a pastor once who a gift of being able to read people’s spirits. He told me he was 
surprised that others couldn’t do the same thing. When discussing a certain individual in their church, 
he said to a group of people: Cant you see this guy is a wolf! No one else discerned the man in 
question. But he knew it automatically. He had that gift, and did not realize that it was the Holy Ghost 
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operating in him to provide supernatural knowledge. He does now of course. 


So What’s The Difference? 

The gift of discerning of spirits then is an immediate automatic knowing the nature of a person’s spirit 
and or an angelic spirit. It implies that the knowing is immediately obvious. So there is a big difference 
between the two. Discernment is something you have to work at. The Gift of Discernment is just that a 
gift, an automatic knowing whereby things become immediately obvious through the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. 


Let’s put that a little differently. You have a situation where something is not immediately obvious. 
Using some study or making some effort of some kind can lead you to an answer. That’s discernment. 
With the Gift of Discernment, the Spirit of the Lord gives you the answer right away. So that someone 
with this give, as the spirit activates it, will know things that are not immediately obvious to others. 


Now what prompted me to get on this topic is a recent article on Discernment that I’m going to quote 
from and make some comments. The quotes below are all indented and taken from The Lost Gift of 


Discernment by Lee Grady http://fireinmybones.com/index.php? 
col=090308~The%20Lost%20Gift%200f%20Discernment. Emphasis is mine. 


‘We also learned that discernment is one of these nine supernatural gifts (see 1 Cor. 12:8-10). 
We were taught that since the devil has the ability to counterfeit, and since Satan’s activity 
includes “all power and signs and false wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9, NASB), God’s people must be 
equipped with the supernatural power to tell the difference between the true and the 
false.’ 


So far so good, the gift of discerning of spirits is a supernatural power and God’s people need it. 


‘God gave us spiritual gifts in a package, and discernment is part of the set. It is not optional. 
Yet today it seems we've set discernment aside—perhaps because we’re suspicious of any 
gift that requires us to exercise clear judgment.’ 


Here’s where we run into trouble. 

First God didn’t give every one of his people this gift. 
Second the gifts do not come as a set all in a package 
Third, the gifts are all optional. 


A careful reading of 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 quoted above shows that some are given one gift and 
some are given another. And that the gifts are given and operate as he wills. That means when He, 
the Holy Spirit wills. 


There are those who claim that if you have the gift of prophecy, you can prophesy any time and any 
place you want. Those who prophecy for money depend on this to justify the practice. 


Yet this is a common misconception in charismatic circles. People assume that they have all the gifts 
and can use them when ever. 


Then the writer says: we’ve set discernment aside—perhaps because we're suspicious of any gift 
that requires us to exercise clear judgment. 


Well have we set discernment aside? Can we say, | thought | had it right here in my pocket, what 
happened? Or could it be that we never had it to begin with, except for a few select individuals? If 
discernment is a gift, why are we required to exercise anything? That would be doing things in our own 
strength. In other words by works and not faith. 


Next the writer gives three examples of what the bible teaches about discernment. 


‘1. We are commanded to discern. The apostle John instructed us to “test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 
4:1). The word “test” means to “examine as metal’—the process a jeweler would use to prove 
authenticity. Metals may look the same; only when you apply heat will you find which ones are 
fake or of low quality. All that glitters, in such cases, is not gold.’ 
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This is not the gift of discerning of spirits, it is applying a formula to get an answer where something is 
not immediately obvious. But this example does show that we need to learn to test the spirits. This can 
lead to more discernment. 


‘2. Discernment is a sign of spiritual maturity. The author of Hebrews told his readers that they 
were immature babies who couldn't handle eating spiritual meat. “Solid food is for the mature, 
who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil” (Heb. 5:14). The 
implication here is that those who don't learn to discern are spiritually stunted.’ 


This is not the gift of discerning of spirits because it comes from practice. If the church lacks 
discernment or ability to tell good from evil, then the church lacks spiritual maturity. Can we achieve 
this by our own works or is it a gift we as a whole do not have? We can increase our level on maturity 
and thereby discernment if we concentrate on teaching the meat of the word. 


‘3. Discernment is damaged when leaders compromise. The prophet Ezekiel denounced the 
priests and governors of Israel because they didn’t teach the people to discern. “They have 
made no distinction between the holy and the profane, and they have not taught the difference 
between the unclean and the clean” (Ezek. 22:26). Discernment, according to this passage, is 
shaped by the choices leaders make.’ 


This also is not the gift of discerning of spirits because it speaks of being taught by men. This last 
example is the most useful though. The church can increase in discernment through sound teachings, 
both in the foundational truths and the more profound ones. Lately it seems the only thing we can 
discern is the speck in our brothers eye. 


Still all three of these examples concern discernment but not the gift of discernment. 


There is a good example of real life operation of the Gift of Discerning Spirits in Kathie Walters 


article, Making Righteous Judgments [www.etpv.org/2008/mkrju. html]. 


Here is a good example from scripture of the Gift of Discerning Spirits in operation. 


Acts 16:16-18 

16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: 

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the 
most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 

18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, | 
command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same 
hour. 


Here Paul knew automatically by the Holy Spirit, what spirit he was dealing with, and when the right 
time came, he commanded it to leave. 


But today’s church is not walking in the Spirit as Paul did. It does not have the Gift of Discerning 
Spirits operating, nor does it exhibit spiritual maturity to any noticeable degree. And why not? Here 
may be a clue from Judges. 


Judges 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes. 


Summary 

Discernment basically means to know. The extended meaning is to know some thing that is not 
immediately obvious. Like “is it real, or is it Memorex?” The idea is that some effort is involved to 
know what's what. 


The Gift of Discernment is a spiritual gift of the Holy Spirit. This means that the Lord reveals things that 
are not immediately obvious. When this operates in a person they are allowed to know things that 
others do not. 
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The church lacks discernment mainly because it lacks sound teaching. 


The church lacks the gift of discernment, perhaps because we have not asked for it. We may think we 
already have all we need, like the church of Laodicea. 


Scripture references. 


1 John 4:1-3 

1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. 

2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is of God: 

3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: 
and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now 
already is it in the world. 


James 4:1-11 

1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your 
lusts that war in your members? 

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet 
ye have not, because ye ask not. 

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 

4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 

6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 
unto the humble. 

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify 
your hearts, ye double minded. 

9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to 
heaviness. 

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 

11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth 
his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not 
a doer of the law, but a judge. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Gospel Of The Kingdom 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


Isaiah 52:7-10 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall 
see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath 
comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 


In a recent article by Ephraim Frank, he has this to say. 


Almost a decade had gone by, when in an early morning time of reading scriptures, (in the year 
1994 to be precise), | became intrigued, like never before, by Acts 28. Paul was under house 
arrest in Rome for the "hope of Israel". He had called together the Jewish leaders and 
explained to them why he was there. These leaders had heard about this sect of Judaism that 
was "spoken against everywhere". 


After listening to Paul, they set a day to have him clarify what this sect was all about. When the 
day arrived, Paul “solemnly testified of the kingdom of God [Elohim], persuading them 
concerning Jesus [Yeshua] from both the Law [Torah] of Moses and the Prophets, from 
morning till evening” (Acts 28:23). Upon reading this something leaped inside of me with a 
big, “WHAT? Paul was teaching the Kingdom of Elohim from the Torah and the Prophets?" 


| had never once, in all my years, heard the Gospel of the Kingdom being presented from the 
Torah and the Prophets! “Where in the Torah is God/Elohim's Kingdom?” | prayed. | turned to 
my Heavenly Father and asked Him to show me. | left for work that morning in a state of 
absolute bewilderment. How was it possible that after 20 years of being a believer and singing 
that song, “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God,” | could still be so totally ignorant of something 
so important? | had read many times the parables of Jesus/Yeshua about the Kingdom of 
God/Elohim, but did not really understand what Yeshua and His apostles were actually teaching 
about the Kingdom from the Torah and the Prophets! Truly | fit the shoes of those who have 
ears but do not hear and eyes, but do not see! 


Notice in the third paragraph quoted from Ephraim Frank where he says: Truly I fit the shoes of those 
who have ears but do not hear and eyes, but do not see! 

This seems to be a case of spiritual blindness. There is a case of spiritual blindness that is parallel to 
this found in Luke, the famous Emmaus Road passage. 


Luke 24:13-32 
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13 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from 
Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 

14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 

15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself 
drew near, and went with them. 


25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken: 

26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 

27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself. 


32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 


Suppose you had to preach "Christ and Him Crucified" from the Old Testament. It says And 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself. Exactly what scriptures could Jesus have discussed and opened to those 
disciples? For us today, it's fairly easy to know what Jesus might have showed them. The messianic 
psalms and prophecies are identified for us already, by scholars who have the advantages of faith in 
the Lord and hindsight into the old testament. Even so Jews today are still blinded to all the messianic 
passages we so easily identify. 


1 Corinthians 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness; 


When it comes to preaching the 'Gospel of the Kingdom’ from the Old Testament, we don't have it all 
laid out for us in like manner. There is not a set list of Kingdom scriptures already put together for us. 
We will have to research and discover what verses to use for ourselves. 


Part of the problem is once again, spiritual blindness. The church is split into so many factions that we 
have no consensus of exactly what the Gospel is, and no clear idea of what the Kingdom of God is. 
Too many pastors and teachers have differing ideas about what exactly is the Gospel of The Kingdom 
of God. It reminds me of a kingdom related scripture from The Book of Judges. 


Judges 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes. 


Surely this is an issue that requires some end time prophetic vision, for in Matthew 24 we see a 
prophecy as follows. 


Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 


As this must happen before the Lord returns, there must come a change or transformation of some 
sort to the church to enable this kind of preaching. Else how can we preach the Gospel of the 
Kingdom, if we are not clear as to what it is? Seeing how the Old Testament treats the subject will 
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prove a tremendous aid to our understanding. 


One approach is to focus on the word Kingdom, and it's synonyms; the other approach is to focus on 
the word Gospel, and it's synonyms. To preach the one is to preach the other, but using differing 
terminology. Typically the Bible repeats the same ideas over and over but it uses varying approaches 
and ways of explaining things. This is also a means of concealing things. Until by earnestly seeking 
the Lord, the Spirit reveals how seemingly unrelated ideas are connected together with a common 
meaning. The very phrase Gospel of the Kingdom is an example. In many places scripture speaks of 
the Kingdom of God, while in other places there is talk of preaching the Gospel or the Good News. 
Then as you read Matthew 24:14, as quoted above, you may see that these ideas are linked together. 
So that to preach the one is to preach the other, but using differing terminology. For this short essay, 
lets look at first things first. 


First Things First 
In the quote above Ephraim says: 


How was it possible that after 20 years of being a believer and singing that song, “Seek Ye 
First the Kingdom of God,” | could still be so totally ignorant of something so important? 


In this we can find an important clue. In Matthew 6 we read: 


Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 


And then in Matthew 22 we find Jesus saying: 


Matthew 22:36-40 

36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. 

38 This is the first and great commandment. 

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 


The question now is whether Jesus is teaching that two different things are most important or is he 
saying the same thing in two different ways? We know that God is not the author of confusion, [1 
Corinthians 14:33] So here he, Jesus, is telling us the same thing in two different ways. Instead of 
confusion, we can draw a conclusion here. That is: to seek first the kingdom of God is the same as to 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 


Now take that and add in the First Commandment. That is "I am the Lord thy God, Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me. This being the First Commandment is yet another way of saying the same 
thing. It lets us draw another conclusion. That is: to seek first the kingdom of God is the same as to 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and the same as to 
have no other gods before him. It’s the same idea said three different ways. 


This is all based on Old Testament verses from Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy, all found in the 
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"Law of Moses" or the Torah. 


Deuteronomy 6:5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might. 


[Side note: Judaism tends to focus on Deuteronomy 6:4 instead of 6:5 and thereby misses getting 
first things first. ] 


Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 
Here are the other verses in question,. 


Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy 
people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: | am the LORD. 


Exodus 20:2-3 

21am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. 

3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 


So if you are preaching from these scriptures, you are preaching the 'Gospel of the Kingdom’ from the 
Old Testament! 


The Good News is that there is a Kingdom Coming! 


And beside that, the very idea that the Lord Jesus Christ is our God is Good News in itself! 
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How To Avert Judgment 


Bill Somers 


A teaching and prophecy 


1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 


Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I 
seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. 


With all the warnings of Judgment lately, | thought about doing a little teaching on the topic. Then the 
Lord woke me up early to add a prophecy to the teaching, which | will add on at the end. 


If you look at the two opening quotes you will see two of the major ideas connected with God’s 
judgments. One is that judgment begins at the house of God, and the other is about the ‘redemptive 
purpose’ of his judgments. The house of God can have various meanings but we will simply refer to it 
as God’s People. The redemptive purpose is to save the souls of men. 


So there is an important issue here. We naturally want to avert judgments because after all they 
consist of largely of death, destruction, famine, plague, pestilence, disease, privation, wars and other 
sorts of disasters. But if God has a higher purpose in all this, do we really want to avert his judgments? 
Would that be acting counter to God’s purposes? Any judgment that is stopped before God’s purpose 
is met, can only be a judgment delayed. What should be our response? 


Now this is like any situation where we just plain don’t know how to pray. We have some other options 
beside guesswork. They are: 

a. Praise. 

b. Worship. 

c. Seek the Lord in our prayer closet. 

d. Pray in the Spirit. 

e. All of the above. 


All of the above will work. Ultimately we should realize that a certain amount of Judgment must come. 
Then there needs to be a certain response from God’s people that can reduce or avert further 
judgments. That response is repentance and worship. To see this, we will look at some examples 
from the bible where this happened. 


Moses offered incense, David offered sacrifices, Esther petitioned the King. All of these show prayer 
or speak of prayer. All these instances are times when judgment was in motion or actually being 
carried out against God’s people. And all resulted in the judgment being halted. For this discussion 
we are going to look at the story of Balaam. 


Now this story just involves one man whose judgment was averted. Even though he was not a part of 
Israel, he still Knew and served the Lord. The interesting part comes in when you see that Balaam is a 
type of God’s people and the story is an allegory of the end times. 


The Sword of Judgment 
First let’s set out the meaning of certain symbols and relate them to scripture. 
When you speak of the Word of God, you are speaking of God himself. As in John 1. 


John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
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This is reinforced by other verses like Revelation 19:13, speaking of Jesus. 


Revelation 19:13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called 
The Word of God. 


Next we need to see that the Word is also shown to be a sword. 


Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God: 


Revelation 1:16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp 
twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 


The quote from Ephesians identifies the word as a sword. The one from Revelation illustrates this 
same idea, showing the sword coming out of his mouth as a word would come out when spoken. 


The sword also speaks of judgment, of course. Here is an example from Jeremiah. 


Jeremiah 25:29 For, lo, | begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and 
should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon 
all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of hosts. 


Here are two examples where we see the Angel of the Lord, who is the Lord himself, appearing with 
the sword of judgment. In each case the response of God’s people is repentance and worship. 


1 Chronicles 21:15-16 

15 And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was destroying, the LORD 
beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is enough, 
stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD stood by the threshingfloor of Ornan the 
Jebusite. 

16 And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the LORD stand between the earth and 
the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David 
and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 


Joshua 5:13-14 

13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and 
Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? 

14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua 
fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto 
his servant? 


The Revelation Of Jesus Christ 

What is special about these examples is that they show the sword is drawn. It’s not put away or hidden 
in the sheath but revealed for all to see. We have seen the sword speaks of the word, and the word is 
Jesus. So this drawn sword is an illustration of The Revelation Of Jesus Christ. This is important to 
realize and gives us a clue to an end time application of the story. It shows us that judgments being 
carried out are an aspect of The Revelation. It's one way God reveals himself. Psalms 9:16 speaks of 
this quite clearly. 


Psalms 9:16 The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth.: .... 
These following quotes speak of the purpose of God in his judgment; of the results he is looking for. 


Psalms 64:9 And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; for they shall wisely 
consider of his doing. 
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Isaiah 1:27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 


Isaiah 1:27 is especially important in showing the purpose of God. Without the judgment, there will be 
no redemption. [Zion also speaks of God’s people.] The second part of that verse, speaking of 
converts, shows that after Zion’s redemption will come the harvest. Therefore without judgment there 
will be no harvest either! So it’s no wonder that it says in first Peter that judgment comes to Gods 
people first. 


1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: .... 
The Story of Balaam 


Numbers 22:20-35 

20 And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call thee, 
rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do. 

21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of 
Moab. 

22 And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the 
way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were 
with him. 

23 And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his 
hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the 
ass, to turn her into the way. 

24 But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and 
a wall on that side. 

25 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and 
crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again. 

26 And the angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way 
to turn either to the right hand or to the left. 

27 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's 
anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff. 

28 And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have | 
done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times? 

29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a 
sword in mine hand, for now would | kill thee. 

30 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not | thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever 
since | was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay. 

31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing 
in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat 
on his face. 

32 And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these 
three times? behold, | went out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me: 

33 And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from 
me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive. 

34 And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, | have sinned; for | knew not that thou 
stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, | will get me back again. 
35 And the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I 
shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 


Here Balaam is a type of God’s people. He is coming under judgment for disobedience. Notice the 
drawn sword in verses 23 and 31. The mention of vineyards in verse 24 is another clue, speaking of 
God’s people. The narrow place in verse 26 speaks of the straight and narrow entrance to eternal life. 


In this story, Balaam is a type of God’s people; more accurately a type of our established religious 
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institutions. Balaam’s ass, however, is a type of the prophets and intercessors among God’s people. 
You can see that the ass is clearly able to see the coming judgments, while Balaam is clueless. This is 
prophetic vision and insight. The ass also takes various actions to avoid the judgments and tries to 
warn Balaam. Up to a certain point, Balaam ignores the ass, then he begins to attack the ass. This 
speaks of the persecution of the prophets of old and the prophetic remnant of today. Eventually the 
Lord opens Balaam’s eyes and reveals himself. And the aspect of himself that he reveals is that of the 
destroying angel carrying out judgments. This is the drawn sword, and The Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Immediately Balaam’s response is the correct one, repentance and worship. Then the Lord shows 
mercy and allows him to pass thru the narrow place. This tells of entering into the kingdom. Balaam 
receives a commission and strict instructions to obey. This tells us that the established religious 
institutions will not begin to repent till they actually see the judgments being carried out, and 
understand that they are from God. 


Now this is not to say that all end time judgments can be stopped or the time of tribulation cancelled. 
That would be like someone who figures when anti-Christ shows up, all we have to do is cast the devil 
out of him and everything will be ok. | don’t think so! 


It's not very likely because all these things have to happen, and scriptures must be fulfilled. But it does 
show us how we should be responding: with repentance, worship and obedience. Once God’s 
purposes are accomplished in one area, he will move on to judge other areas. Once Zion is 
redeemed with judgment, he will move on to reaping the harvest. And other judgments will be required 
for that. 


The Prophecy 


So it shall be with those of my people who humble themselves, repent and worship me. They shall 
enter in through the narrow gate, into everlasting life; and avert the sword judgments on themselves 
and their lands. 


Whey they see my judgment being carried out, they shall know the Fear of the Lord. This shall be the 
beginning of wisdom and the entrance of my word in their lives and my sword in their heart. And thus 
many shall return to me. 


My glittering sword shall mean death to many; but for those who repent it shall be death to the flesh 
and life to the spirit. And they shall be my overcomers; my late in the day vineyard workers. 
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How To Judge A False Prophet 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


September 2008 
John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 


As we observe this so called Civil War in the Church, we notice there are a lot of people shooting from 
the hip and slinging about the accusation of False Prophet. Unfortunately most of this is totally 
unjustified. Lets look at the scriptures and see if we can make some sense out of all this. 


The Pattern In The Sermon On The Mount. 

Matthew 6:1-4 tells us to give, but not like the hypocrites do. 

Matthew 6:5-15 tells us to pray, but not like the hypocrites do. 

Matthew 6:16-18 tells us to fast, but not like the hypocrites do. 

The rest of Matthew 6 focuses on trusting God for our provision, serving him alone and seeking the 
Kingdom and it’s righteousness. 


Now on to chapter 7. 
Matthew 7:1 tells us to judge not. But whoa there Nellie, John 7:24 tells us to judge. 


John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 
So to judge or not to judge, that is the question. Sorry Shakespeare. 
Look at the whole context of Matthew 7 


Matthew 7:1-5 

1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again. 

3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye? 

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a 
beam is in thine own eye? 

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly 
to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 


Once you look at the whole context of Matthew 7 you will see it’s following the same pattern as in 
chapter 6. 
Matthew 7:1-5 tells us to judge, but not like the hypocrites do. It’s easier said than done. 


Verses 1 and 2 are a warning against unrighteous judgment with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged. If you would judge according to the Law, then you are asking to be judged by the law. 


Judging Like The Hypocrites Do. 
If you recognize a false prophet by a failed prediction, do you want to judge him after the Law of 
Moses as Jesus accusers did to the woman in John 8? 


John 8:5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest 
thou? 


If so don’t forget to include these scriptures in your thinking. 
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Galatians 3:11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The 
just shall live by faith. 


2 Corinthians 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the 
letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 


It’s judging like the hypocrites that puts you in danger of being judged in the same way. 


So what is Jesus telling us in Matthew 7? “First cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.” 
Circling back around to John 8 again we read. 


John 8:7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He 
that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 


So to judge righteous judgment, as we are commanded in John 7:24, we need to be walking in 
righteousness ourselves. Next we need to recall that God’s judgments are redemptive in purpose. 


Isaiah 1:27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, ... 


Then the proper way to judge a ‘false prophet’ is to restore them, and to do this in a humble manner, 
like we read in Galatians 6. 


Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 


Recognizing The False Prophet. 

The other issue here is how to recognize a false prophet. Earlier we said, if you recognize a false 
prophet by a failed prediction then do you want to judge him after the Law of Moses? Deuteronomy 18 
says this. 


Deuteronomy 18:20-22 

20 But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not 
commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet 
shall die. 

21 And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not 
spoken? 

22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to 
pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him. 


[If we follow this prescription and lean on our own understanding, we may have to take the book of 
Jonah out of the bible. ] 


Or do you want to remember that the letter of the law kills, and that good people make mistakes and 
fall into sin? 


2 Corinthians 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the 
letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 


False Prophets in the New Testament 
So what is the New Testament way of recognizing a false prophet? Try this on for size. 


Matthew 7:15-16 

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. 

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Galatians 5:22-23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 


2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily [secretly] shall bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 


It seems according to these verses, that a false prophet must be one who 
a. ‘inwardly is a ravening wolf or 

b. deliberately intends to deceive by bringing in heresies or 

c. does not show any fruit of the spirit but only the works of the flesh. 


Apply This To The Civil War 

We read of great healing evangelists of the past. And we hear of those in the present who were 
sinners or taught false doctrine. Were any of these ravening wolves inwardly, or deliberately intending 
to deceive? Or were they just men who fell into sin and became deceived themselves? When these 
men are accused of being false prophets, are they being judged like the hypocrites judge? Go figure 
or as they say in Hebrew, selah. 


One More Question 
Now before we sign off here, there is one other question that comes up. Considering that our title is 
How To Judge A False Prophet, we need a complete answer to that question. 


The Real Deal 

We have suggested that there is a New Testament standard of recognizing a false prophet. So what 
do you do if you run into one of these? What if you discern by the gift of discerning of spirits that 
someone is inwardly a ravening wolf? Or what if you discover that they deliberately intend to deceive? 
Or what of you observe that an individual is totally walking in the flesh, with no evidence of Fruit Of The 
Spirit? 


In other words, what do you do when you run into the real deal; a genuine, 24 karat, dyed in the wool, 
rude dude, false prophet? What about the case where the label false prophet is fully justified? Let me 
give you a Clue: there is no formula or rule to follow in these cases. 


First of all, be careful when it comes to making accusations. Recall that even the angels avoid this as 
it shows in Second Peter 2. 


2 Peter 2:11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord. 


Secondly consider the full context here. 


2 Peter 2:9-13 

9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust 
unto the day of judgment to be punished: 

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 
government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 
11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation 
against them before the Lord. 

12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the 
things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 

13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in 
the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings 
while they feast with you; 
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Note that verse 9 says The Lord knoweth how ... to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be 
punished. This is saying that the Lord will deal with the problem. And especially that the Lord knows 
how to handle it. We don’t unless he tells us. 


The Lord may choose to use you in such a case, or he may not. 

If you would judge righteous judgment in this kind of situation, you must be walking in righteousness 
and wait on the Lord for specific instruction. Acts 13 gives us an example of this. Note that when Paul 
spoke, he was filled with the Holy Ghost. Don’t do this if you’re in the flesh. 


Acts 13:6-11 

6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a 
false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus: 

7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for 
Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to 
turn away the deputy from the faith. 

9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 

10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all 
righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 

11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing 
the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 


Here Paul was led by the Spirit to pronounce judgment [in the sense of punishment]. In contrast the 
story of Simon the sorcerer as related in Acts 8:9-24, Peter commanded the false prophet to repent. 


Acts 8:22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. 


Here is another case. 


Acts 16:16-18 

16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: 

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the 
most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 

18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, | 
command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same 
hour. 


Here Paul knew automatically by the Holy Spirit, what spirit he was dealing with, and when the right 
time came, he commanded it to leave. 


In each case these apostles followed specific instructions from the Holy Ghost. And that’s how you 
make righteous judgment. 


When you start tossing around accusations in the flesh, you’re playing on the wrong team and 
following the devils game plan. 


Further Scripture References 


Romans 2:1-3 

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou 
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit 
such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the 
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same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 


Romans 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he 
standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. 


James 4:11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and 
judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, 
thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 


Galatians 5:14-18 

14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 

15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. 
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 


Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. 


Matthew 5:20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 


Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 


Galatians 5:22-23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 


Ephesians 5:9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 
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How To Spot The Accuser 
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Luke 6:41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye? 


Discernment 

In this Civil War in the Church that we have been concentrating on we hear a constant cry for 
discernment. Many are majoring on discerning the mote in their brothers eye. Rather we should seek 
to discern the voice of the accuser of the brethren. Here are some things to look for. 


What happens in this Civil War in the Church is that some people, for whatever reason, have yielded 
to a divisive spirit. This has directed them into becoming spokesmen for the enemy camp without 
realizing it. We need to pray for these people who are being used in this way. Remember this is a 
spiritual battle. 


Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. 


Since the Lakeland Outpouring shifted into high gear around Passover, the accuser of the brethren 
has been working overtime. But even before that | received quite a few samples of his work as various 
people tried to sway me against it. Now after seeing even more of this kind of material, | have noticed 
that there is a pattern that most of these accusations follow. 


Before launching into a series of accusations the accuser will try and set you up to accept what he is 
about to say. The process is like a confidence game. Once they get you to accept the messenger, you 
are likely to accept the message. Lot's of the tactics used are just variations on the argument from 
authority. Once they get you to believe they are speaking from some authority, then they really don’t 
have to prove any thing they say. The whole idea is to get you thinking they have more spiritual 
authority than you do. 


1. Such a person may offer Ministry history or credentials. 
Or they may give testimonies or examples to set themselves as some authority or mature voice. 
Some will imply that it has taken them much courage to say what they are about to say. 
While others will claim that they have been attacked for criticizing. 
This is a sympathy routine. 


2. Expression of sorrow or regret that such warnings must be given. 
You will hear things like this: 
I’m not against such and so, but ... 
It really grieves me to have to say these things. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


| simply have to speak out and warn people. 
| have been weeping over the sad state of things or deeply involved in tearful intercession. 
| am only writing this out of love for The Church. 


3. They may claim to have some special revelation or inside knowledge that others don’t have. 
Some will report having a dream or vision, or getting a prophecy to support their view. 
Others will claim to have absolute certainty, or cite someone else who is ‘never wrong’. 

Or you will hear the claim that the Holy Spirit is instructing them to speak out. 


4. Most common is the invoking the authority of the scriptures to support what they are about to say. 
After all, it’s implied, who can argue with the bible. For example: 
The Word of God must be our standard. 
This is not just my opinion, it’s what the bible teaches. 
The bible must be our basis of Judgment. 
Don’t get mad a me, this is God’s word. 
The bible clearly teaches that such and so. 
Next they will give their opinion of what the Bible ‘clearly teaches.’ 


5. Then they may employ lengthy quotes from scripture regarding deception, false teachers, false 
prophets, false apostles, no private interpretation of scripture, wolves among the flock, hirelings, 
lying signs and wonders, great delusion, Satan as an angel of light and so on. 

The more scripture they quote, the more authoritative they will seem. 
This is where the fear tactic comes in. 
Please dear saints, don’t let yourselves be deceived. 


6. Then they proceed to judge someone after the Law, accusing them by name, usually with great 
scorn and ridicule. 
They may insist that their interpretation of a certain scripture is the only correct one. 
They will point to things happening that are not in the bible. 
or claim that this is not the way God operates. 
Or Jesus didn’t do it that way. 
Many of their accusations will have no proof, only hearsay or opinion. 
They could claim there is no scripture to support someone’s teachings. [This could be hard to 
prove, even if attempted. It would be a difficult matter to evaluate every possible interpretation of 
every scripture in the bible.] 


7. But they will not cite any verses about tale bearers, strife among brethren, railing accusations, 
backbiting or slander. 
And especially they will never consider that the letter of the Law brings death, and only the Spirit 
brings life. 


We mentioned that this accuser tries to get you to accept him, or her, as a messenger with some 
authority, so you will accept their message. The aim of the accusations is to get you to reject the 
accused person or persons, so you will reject their message. 


And after all that, what if there is some real truth in all the accusations? Then it all boils down to one 
thing: Gossip. We are told to be afraid of deception, when all the while we are corrupting ourselves 
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Titus 3:2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto 
all men. 


And I’m Repenting Too 

While going thru some old mail, | found that back on May 2, | had forwarded to some close 
correspondents, a message Re: Todd Bentley that contained a lot of accusations from some other 
ministries. I'm now very sorry for this and repent for ever circulating or forwarding any such 
accusations. And for ever saying any thing that could be considered criticism of any other ministry. 


Now here is a verse from Ephesians that can be seen as a prophecy of the Church coming out of Civil 
War and into unity. It is the work of the Lord, to bring about a Christ like attitude. 


Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 


And here are the results spoken of. 


Psalms 133:1-3 

1 <A Song of degrees of David.> Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


Isaiah 52:8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for 
they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 
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In this dream | experienced a struggle with a long series of documents that spoke of or advertised 
worthy causes or events. | had to devote lots of time and energy to processing each one. It was 
making me very tired; | was loosing my peace. 


Then still in the dream, the Lord showed me that these are just a lot of time wasters, and distractions. 
They are snares of the devil to get you to focus on the good, instead of the best i.e. God’s will for your 
life. 


Next | found my self in the cargo bay of a military helicopter that was very cluttered. Suddenly a voice 
came over the loudspeaker system. 


Take out the trash, and stow away the loose gear. Find your seats and buckle in. 


The ‘Boss’ was getting into the pilots seat, and warming up the engines for takeoff. Remember a 
helicopter does not need a runway, it just goes straight up. 


Interpretation 


A Military Helicopter speaks of warfare. 

A Combat Mission is in the works. 

Trash speaks of the distractions in our lives, if we don’t need it get rid of it. 
Loose gear is the important things that need to be put in order. 

Your seat is your place of ministry. 

Buckle in is to make your calling and election sure. 

The Boss is Jesus, captain of the Host. 

Getting into the Pilot's Seat speaks of taking His place as head of the Body. 
Engines starting speaks of the whirlwind. 

Takeoff is ascending to heavenly places with Christ. 


File under Rapture of the Manchild. 
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God's Hot Sauce 


Bill Somers 


Down here in South Louisiana a standard table item is the bottle of hot sauce. Several years back 
while applying this to some of my wife's home cooking, the Lord showed me a parallel between it and 
the church. This seemed good to share at this time, as | believe we are about to see it come to pass. 


Hot sauce has three ingredients. Water, cayenne pepper and vinegar. And in these we can see a 
picture of the Church 


Water represents the people of the Church. The pepper is the fire of God, or the anointing, and 
vinegar speaks of purging or cleansing. The vinegar is needed to keep the pepper mixed in the water. 


The problem with this product is that if you let a bottle of hot sauce sit for a long time without using it 
the pepper separates out and floats to the top. There it forms a crust. Since the neck of the bottle is 
very narrow, it doesn't take much time before it is completely clogged. No hot sauce will flow if the 
neck is clogged. 


This is like a church that has sat inside its four walls and did little or nothing to reach the outside world. 
It has become useless. 


God is desiring to use his Church to bring in a great harvest of souls in these end times, but the church 
has become like that bottle of hot sauce; clogged up and useless. 


Now imagine that the harvest is like a big plate of jambalaya. That's a rice dish with chicken, shrimp, 
ham, pork or sausage; seasonings and spices all mixed in. And before you eat this jambalaya you 
want to spice it up a bit with some hot sauce! 


Well before God can bring in His harvest, he has to pour out his fire on the world and get some people 
saved. 


But the instrument intended for this, his Church, has become of little or no use! What will he do? 
The same as | would do with a bottle of hot sauce which was clogged up. Shake it! 


One shaking is never enough either; it takes repeated shaking to clear up the stoppage. And after 
each time you shake it you bring it very close to your face so you can see if you have cleared up the 
blockage. If it's not ready, you shake it again. 


God is about to shake his Church. And with each shaking, we will draw it closer to Himself, examine it 
and judge it. And then shake it again till its composition is restored to usability. And all the little 
fragments have been put back into the mixture where they belong. 


Then when he is ready, watch out world. His people will pour out of the old dead churches and 
astonish the world by showing them what Jesus is really like. They will be on fire for God and used 
mightily for His kingdom. Just like the burning bush, afire with the presence of God and not consumed. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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The How and the Therefore 


Another look at Romans 12 
by Bill Somers 


One well worn cliché of bible study goes something like this. When the bible uses the word 'therefore', find out what 
it's there for! This principle, however often referred to, is not as often adhered to. You can find any number of 
preachers who use the text of Romans 12:1 and following, yet I have yet to find one who will expound on the use of 
'therefore' in that passage 


"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the 
same office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another." (Rom 12:1- 
5 KJV) 


The word beseech used in verse | is 'parakleo' in Greek. Related to the word paraclete, which refers to the Holy 
Spirit, parakleo refers to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. It can mean 'summor', ‘teach’, or 'call' as well as beseech. 
What is it that we are asked, taught, summoned and called to do? Simply to obey God. If we do, we will see 
ourselves function as many members in one body, the Body of Christ. The word 'so' used in the beginning of verse 5 
is like the word therefore, a word denoting a conclusion. The conclusion here is the consequence of obeying verses 
1 and 2. 


The verses following verse 5 present details and particulars of that obedience. But coming together and functioning 
as a body is the result of the obedience to those first two verses. 


What about the use of 'therefore' in the first verse? It can be seen as the culmination of the entire line of argument in 
the Epistle to the of Romans. In this case, it is certainly not a simple matter. Or it can be seen as referring to the 
matters discussed immediately prior to it in chapter 11. In which case it raises other question we may stumble at. 
Unless, of course, we really are ready to present our bodies a living sacrifice. 


The first view, encompassing the whole book, is that the message of the book is to simply obey God. Just as we 
stated above as the gist of Rom. 12:1-2. To present our bodies is to put ourselves at God's disposal. 


This obedience is indeed the theme of the book. Beginning at chapter 1 verse 5 we find these words. "By whom we 
have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name: Among 
whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:" (Rom 1:5-6 KJV) 


And in chapter 16, the last three verses of the book we read the following. 

"Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But now is made 
manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith. :To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for 
ever. Amen." (Rom 16:25-27) 


Note the wording in the first chapter "for obedience to the faith among all nations", is almost identical to that in 
the last chapter: to all nations for the obedience of faith 
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The issue of the church is martyrdom, i.e. being a witness; and the issue of the gospel, or faith, is obedience. 


The call for obedience is also stated in the gospels in different words. Jesus said "Jf you love me, keep my 
commandments" (John 14:15) and "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind." (Mat 22:37) 


So the injunction to present our bodies' is also stating the theme of obedience in different words. 


This view, that Rom. 12.1 is a major conclusion of the entire book, is of course, correct. However, it may lead you 
to view the use of 'therefore' in this case as referring back to chapter 8 and/ or referring to the entire line of 
argument. This can result in seeing the material in chapters 9-11 as a digression. This is all the more easy to do 
because chapter 11 closes with several verses of praise. This praise could be seen as the end of the digression into 
discussing Israel. Then after this digression the writer returns to the train of thought in chapter 8, which has to do 
with enduring, laying down our lives and persecution. 


The two views we are looking at here are concerning the use of 'therefore' in Romans 12.1.One is that it concludes 
arguments made throughout the entire course of the epistle, the second is that it concludes arguments made in 
chapter 11. These views are not mutually exclusive. In other words both can be correct. 


This second view says that 'therefore' we are to present our bodies so that Israel might receive mercy. "Even so 
have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy." (Rom 11:31). And 
this is so that they might be saved. "And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:" (Rom 11:26) 


Let's run that down again. Since the Lord intends to save Israel; and He has prophesied it in His word. You could 
say it like this: 


So all Israel shall be saved, 
and because they may obtain mercy through your mercy, 
therefore present your bodies a living sacrifice etc. 


The difficulty with this is not in the therefore but in the how. How does it come about that Israel can be saved 
through our mercy? 


In the first view of 'therefore'’, we become many members of one body of Christ, by obeying God. That is when we 
are obedient, we will be functioning in the body as the Lord intends. We can understand how this can come about. 
We simply are not willing to obey - in full - as yet. 


What is more difficult to see is how this effects the salvation of Israel. 


Let's look at Rom. 12.1 again "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." (Rom 12:1) One key 
idea here is'the mercies of God’. This is also found in chapter 11 where we read "For as ye in times past 
have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: Even so have these also now 
not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy." (Rom 11:30-31) 


It is we in the church that obtained mercy through their unbelief. So how has this come to pass? Because of their 
unbelief, Jesus died on the cross. And because Jesus died, for all men, we are able to be heirs of salvation in Him, 
so long as we repent and obey the gospel. Therefore the mercies of God are evident because Jesus presented 
His body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which was His reasonable service to the Father. 


The word service here, often translated worship is defined as the service and worship of God according to the 
requirements of the Levitical law; it carries a connotation of a 'sacrifice' by virtue of the Levitical law. 


Could it now be that through the Holy Spirit, the paraclete, Jesus wants to offer his body the church a living 
sacrifice? 


If you will grant that the love of God can be synonymous with the mercies of God, consider this next verse. "Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
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brethren." (1 John 3:16) Isn't this saying almost the same thing as Rom. 12.1? To present our bodies a living 
sacrifice, by the mercies of God is to lay down our lives for the brethren. So as Jesus showed mercy by laying down 
his life, we show mercy by laying down our lives. 


And who are the brethren if not Israel? "As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as 
touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes." (Rom 11:28). So this confirms the idea that Rom. 
12.1 relates to the salvation of Israel discussed in chapter 11. 


But it still gives us no idea of how this comes about. 
Let's look at the idea of laying down our lives. In Revelation we read the following. 


"And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death." (Rev 12:11) Another translation uses states 'they loved not their lives, but laid them 
down for him’. It's clear in this case that laying down our lives, dying a martyrs death, is a means of overcoming the 
enemy. The question is how? 


The word ‘overcome’ is defined as: "to conquer, to carry off the victory, come off victorious; as used of Christ, 
victorious over all His foes and of Christians, that hold fast their faith even unto death against the power of their foes, 
...." (Oh Death where is thy victory?) 


Now how does this victory over death accomplish anything? Let's look at what it says about overcoming in Romans 
Chapter 12. "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good." (Rom 12:19-21). What this tells us is that you overcome evil with good, that is by laying down 
your life. And this is because it gives place for the wrath of God. It provides a place or a cause for God to take 
vengeance. The words 'I will repay' are one of the great promises of scripture. 


Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink, ifhe wants to kill you, lay down your life. "For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the 
same shall save it." (Mark 8:35) And you will heap coals of fire on his head when the Lord takes his vengeance. 


What will this vengeance accomplish in regards to Israel? Apparently the removal of the blindness. The blindness 
that keeps Israel from realizing that Jesus is their messiah. "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant 
of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until 
the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: :" (Rom 11:25-26) 


So we are saying that by presenting our bodies a living sacrifice we are ultimately preparing the way for the 
outpouring of God's wrath. The day of His wrath which is to be the day of Israel's salvation. (See Isaiah 66.5-10) 


Earlier we talked about the first view of Romans 12.1 as a reiteration of the call to obedience. We noted that this 
call to obedience is referred to at the very beginning and at the very end of the book of Romans. 


Secondly we looked at Romans 12.1 as it relates back to Romans 11. 


Now let's relate these two views together. We said earlier that we become many members of one body of Christ, by 
obeying God. That is when we are obedient, we will be functioning in the body as the Lord intends. We can 
understand how this can come about. We simply are not willing to obey - in full - as yet. 


Keep this in mind and let's look at the idea of being willing to obey. In Psalms we find this reference to willingness:. 
"Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the 
morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth." (Psa 110:3) (Verse 1 of psalm 110 is one of the verses most often 
quoted in the bible, this verse portrays a condition for fulfilling verse 1. It is a promise by the Father to the 
Son.) 


The word willing used here in Hebrew is a "freewill offering’. It is largely used in the context of the Levitical law 
regarding sacrifices. So it carries the same connotations as the word 'service' does in Romans 12.1. 


So this verse could be rephrased: 'thy people shall present their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
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which is their reasonable free will offering (obedience), in the day of thy power ....' 


So when we are willing to obey God to the point that we function in our place in the body, we will also be willing to 
lay down our lives, literally, when and wherever the Lord shall require. And this is because to present our bodies is 
to put them at God's disposal! 


We also find this word for freewill offering in a passage from Judges 5.2 where it says 'when the people willing 
offered themselves'. Here is the context of that passage. 


Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying, Praise ye the LORD for the avenging of 
Israel, when the people willingly offered themselves. Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will 
sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise to the LORD God of Israel. LORD, when thou wentest out of Seir, when 
thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped 
water. The mountains melted from before the LORD, even that Sinai from before the LORD God of Israel. (Judges 
5:1-5) 


The context here mentions avenging Israel and alludes to the day of God's wrath by its references to: judgments on 
Seir and Edom; the earth trembling; the heavens dropping; and the mountains melting. It is the people making 
themselves a free will offering that is directly linked with The Lords vengeance and the deliverance of Israel. This the 
same line of thought we followed in relating Romans 12.1 to chapter 11. 


So the idea of 'thy people being willing' relates to ‘presenting our bodies a living sacrifice’. Then 'the day of thy 
power' is what we are asking for when we pray 'thy kingdom come, thy will be done’. 


Therefore the call to obedience in Romans, specifically in Romans 12.1 has a relation to the Second Coming of the 
Lord. And this is because it is instrumental in the salvation of Israel. 


And looking further, the Second Coming of the Lord is implicit in other passages of Romans. The Lord who is ever 
interceding for us, is speaking these words through the writer of Romans in chapter 1.9-11. "... without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my prayers; Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a 
prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you. For I long to see you, ....." 


When we long to see Him as much as He longs to see us, we will be willing to present our bodies on that day. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
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John 16:20-23 

20 Verily, verily, | say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: 
and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as 
she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is 
born into the world. 

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, 
and your joy no man taketh from you. 

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 


Mike Bickle of the Kansas City IHOP posted a prophetic dream this past week that has some 
interesting aspects Victorious Church In The End Times by Mike Bickle 


Here’s an excerpt that led to the present article. 


Victorious Church In The End Times by Mike Bickle 


Prophetic Dream On February 13, 2009 


C. Immediately as | finished the second session at 5 PM, I saw a token of a few of the events 
that John prophesied in Revelation 12:7-9 when war breaks out in heaven between Satan and 
Michael the archangel, resulting in Satan being cast to the earth at the beginning of the 
Tribulation. 


7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and 
the dragon and his angels fought, 

8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 

9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and 
Satan...he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him... (Rev. 12:7- 
9) 


D. | did not see Satan—I saw demonic principalities being cast to the earth. They looked like 
large snakes (over 100 yards long and 50 feet thick), each having a huge head that looked like 
a dragon, and many of them were coming from the sky down to the earth. 


His angels [Satan’s] mentioned there in verse 9 are what we think of as demonic principalities. 


Now Some Background 
We want to add some insights to what’s going on there so we'll start with some background. 


Principalities 
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OK so what is a demonic principality? The best knows reference to these beings is in Ephesians 6. 


Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 


They are also mentioned a few other places, especially Daniel 10 which mentions the prince of Persia 
and of Greece. This verse from Ephesians 6 gives several descriptions of them, they may all be 
somewhat synonymous. Going a few chapters in Ephesians there is another important mention of 
them. 


Ephesians 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 


Leading into this verse is a long discussion of various ideas. One of these verses mentions being 
raised up into heavenly places. 


Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus: 


The idea here is that God’s people, those mentioned in Ephesians 2:6, are at some point raised to 
heavenly places to show God’s wisdom to the principalities and powers that hang out there. This 
may not be the only reason behind Ephesians 2:6, and it awaits fulfillment of the scriptures of the Book 
of Ephesians. As seen here in this next quote, it awaits the fullness of time. 


Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 


There is a similar thought in Isaiah 51: 


Isaiah 51:16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and | have covered thee in the shadow of 
mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say 
unto Zion, Thou art my people. 


Old Testament Picture Of Wickedness 
Now keep that in mind while we look at an allegory involving a character from the Old Testament who 
presents a picture of wickedness in high places. 


This passage from Second Kings 9 shows the fall of Jezebel our image of a wicked principality. Here 
she is seen looking down from a window, which speaks of a high or heavenly place. 


2 Kings 9:30-33 

30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and 
tired her head, and looked out at a window. 

31 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master? 
32 And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there 
looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 

33 And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was 
sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot. 


In this story, Jehu is a figure of Jesus and he is coming to take vengeance for the blood of Naboth [the 
name means fruit]. Remember here that Jezebel is a wicked ruler in a high place. Notice several 
things about those who throw Jezebel down. 1. They are on Jehu’s side, this speaks of being on the 
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Lord’s side. 2. They obey instantly but do not act on their own, only at their Lords command. 3. They 
are on the same level as Jezebel, the same high window. 


So to continue our comparison or allegory, what does it take to cast down a principality? It takes the 
same thing as it took to throw down Jezebel. Obedient servants of the Lord who can operate on the 
same level as the target principality. 


The Eunuchs 
Now keep that idea in mind too while we look at the meaning of eunuchs. 


A eunuch is a castrated man, in particular one castrated early enough to have major hormonal 
consequences; the term usually refers to those castrated in order to perform a specific social 
function, as was common in many societies of the past. Over the millennia since, they have 
performed a wide variety of functions in many different cultures such as courtiers or equivalent 
domestics, treble singers, religious specialists, government officials, military commanders, 
and guardians of women or harem servants. 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 


Eunuchs play a role in the Book of Esther where they have the task of preparing a bride for the King. 
They are incapable of desiring the bride for themselves, but only serve the Kings wishes. 


In Matthew 19 Jesus makes a cryptic reference to eunuchs, speaking of those who make themselves 
eunuchs. 


Matthew 19:12 For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: 
and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, 
which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able 
to receive it, let him receive it. 


Here he also says He that is able to receive it, let him receive it. This is quite similar to he that has 
ears to hear, let him hear. So lets hear the meaning of this through our spiritual ears and consider 
what a spiritual eunuch might be. We find our answer in Revelation 14. 


The 144,000 


Revelation 14:1 And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an 
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 


Revelation 14:4-5 

4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they 
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, 
being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God. 


Here we find an answer to the nature of a spiritual eunuch. These are redeemed from among men, 
male or female. Which means they are virgins, that is, purified and without fault. They have made 
themselves that way by submitting unto God and resisting the Devil. They have allowed Jesus to enter 
their heart with his perfect love which drives out fear. So they have overcome fear, and the Devil has 
no power over them. 


James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 


You can find them mentioned in Revelation 7, the 144,000. How do we know they are the same bunch 
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as mentioned in Chapter 14? Because they are called servants of our God and they are sealed in 
their foreheads. Here is the reference. 


Revelation 7:3-4 

3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of 
our God in their foreheads. 

4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred 
and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 


The parallels with Chapter 14 are that they are standing atop Mt. Zion, a high place, with the Lamb, 
Jesus and have his fathers name written in their foreheads, and that they follow Jesus wherever he 
goes. This speaks of death to self and instant obedience to the Lord. So here we have spiritual 
eunuchs, the 144,000 seated together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, as mentioned in Ephesians 
2:6. 


These are said to come from all the tribes of Israel. Since most of these are what is considered the 
lost tribes, we are not just talking about Jews from Israel. Those in the lost tribes became gentiles. 
And lot’s of them are likely to be Muslims: Arabs, Iranians, Turks, Kurds, Indians, and Pakistanis! 
Secondly the tribes of Israel are figures for the denominations of the church, so these 144,000 could 
be believers from anywhere on the Globe. 


The Manchild 
In Mike Bickle’s article he quotes from Revelation 12 verses 7-9. Let’s back up a couple verses and 
pick up on what else is going on there. 


Revelation 12:5-7 

5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her 
child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they 
should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, 


Here you can see that just before there is war in heaven, a manchild is birthed and caught up to the 
throne of God. This event is sometimes called the Rapture of the Manchild. One thing we know about 
this manchild is that he shares with Jesus the authority to rule nations with a rod of iron. 


The manchild is in verse 5 and the war in heaven is in verse 7, so it looks like one thing leads to 
another. The manchild going up somehow 'triggers' the war in heaven. 


And where else to we see this mentioned but in Revelation 2. 


Revelation 2:26-27 

26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power 
over the nations: 

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken 
to shivers: even as | received of my Father. 


Here Jesus gives a promise to a certain group of overcomers that they will receive authority to rule 
nations with a rod of iron. So these overcomers are later known as the manchild. See the quote from 
John 16:20-23 at the beginning of this essay. And besides that there is the promise in Rev 3:21. 


Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | 
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also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 


Next, how do we link this manchild to the 144,000. [The number is symbolic, and may also have a 
literal meaning.] Well how’s this. When the manchild is caught up to the throne of God, where else 
does he land but smack dab right on top of Mt. Zion with Jesus, the lamb like you see in Revelation 
14? That makes the manchild people to be spiritual virgins or spiritual eunuchs. 

Now what makes this Zion the throne of God? God’s choice as he says in Psalm 132. 


Psalms 132:13-14 
13 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. 
14 This is my rest for ever: here will | dwell; for | have desired it. 


And were not talking about some hill over in Jerusalem. We are talking about the Mt. Zion in Hebrews 
12, in the New Jerusalem. That’s the Mt. Zion seen in Revelation 14. 


Hebrews 12:22-24 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel. 


Summary 

God has a group of overcomers, mentioned in Revelation 2. These show up in Revelation 12:5, known 
as a manchild. They are raised up into heavenly places as mentioned in Ephesians, and they have a 
message to bring to the principalities there. 

Then they show up in Revelation 14, caught up to Mt. Zion, where they fit our description of spiritual 
eunuchs. We also see them in Revelation 7 as the servants of God, who are sealed in their foreheads. 


And then as we have seen with our illustration of Jezebel, it takes eunuchs in high place to kick out the 
bad apple principalities and take their place. So this is exactly what’s going down in Revelation 12:7- 
9 and in Mike Bickle’s vision, where Satan’s angels get their eviction papers. And guess what comes 
next? The Kingdom Of God. 


Revelation 12:10-12 

10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the 
earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he 
knoweth that he hath but a short time. 


There is also a second group of overcomers. You see them in verse 11 above. They are the end time 
martyrs. 


The establishment of the Kingdom is also seen from a different perspective, in Revelation 11. Once 
the principalities fall, their domains, The kingdoms of this world come under new management. 
And coming under new management usually brings a Grand Opening doesn't it. 
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Revelation 11:15-17 

15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever. 

16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, 
and worshipped God, 

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; 
because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 


And that brings us back to Isaiah 51. 


Isaiah 51:11 Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto 
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and 
sorrow and mourning shall flee away. 


And Isaiah 52. 


Isaiah 52:7-8 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall 
see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 
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2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 


We have heard this verse quoted time and time again. It is appears on banners. It forms the lyrics of 
songs. Ministries us it as their motto. We know of places scattered about the planet where it has 
actually been fulfilled on a small scale. But this promise, great and wonderful as it is, remains 
generally unfulfilled. And why not should be plain enough, we have not met the conditions God has set 
forth for this to happen. 


Using The Whole Counsel Of God. 

There is a way some speakers or writers play around with misquoting the bible to get people’s 
attention or to make a strong point. It works like this. You take a familiar verse from scripture and 
change is a little to mean something different. Then you ask: Is That what the Bible says? NO! Then 
you take and quote it correctly. 


Here are a couple examples: 


James 4:7 Submit yourselves under your pastor’s covering. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 


Is That what the Bible says? NO! Here is what it says: 
James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
Or try this one. 
Ephesians 4:11-12 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; 
12 to do the work of the ministry 
Is That what the Bible says? NO! Here is what it says: 
Ephesians 4:11-12 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: 


Here’s another: 


Matthew 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for 
thou hast employed the time tested literal method of interpretation. 


Is That what the Bible says? NO! Here is what it says: 


Matthew 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for 
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flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
One more example: 

Galatians 5:18 But if ye be a faithful church member, ye are not under the law. 
Is That what the Bible says? NO! Here is what it says: 

Galatians 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
Now try this one: 


2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray for Obama, then | will change his heart, and things will go back to normal. 


Is That what the Bible says? NO! Here is what it says: 


2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 


Now we are going down a side trail, that will lead us back to the theme, If My People. 
Here is a short excerpt from a excellent article from Hannah Weiss. 


G-d's Ultimate War Objective 
Hannah Weiss 


G-d's War on the Israel-America "friendship" 


What | saw [in a vision] was a big piece of cloth, which was a kind of map. The western half 
was the United States, the eastern half was Israel. There was a rip beginning at the top, and 
the two halves were coming apart. There were no hands visible - it was G-d who was ripping 
them apart. But on both sides of the map were tiny people running back and forth, trying to stop 
the ripping. It was a slow process, but they could no more stop it than ants could stop one of us 
from tearing a napkin. 


The Lord then said, "I am tearing Israel away from America. The US is moving away from Me 
into darkness, and | will NOT let her take Israel, My inheritance, along with her. Israel is staying 
here with Me." He said it in a tone of jealousy and possessiveness. He then said that the 
horrible string of terror attacks was a necessary part of the tearing process: America would not 
lift a finger to stop them; eventually Israel would see the falseness of such an "ally" and would 
stop fighting His plan to separate them. 


Fullness of Iniquity 

The Fullness of Iniquity is a concept relating to God’s judgments being held back, for he is slow to 
anger. But there comes a point where the sins of a people reach a fullness or tipping point; a point of 
no return. When this is reached, judgment falls. Here are a couple clues to this idea. 


Genesis 15:16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of 
the Amorites is not yet full. 


Matthew 23:32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 


There are three major issues in which America, and others have been walking a thin line, just short of 
the full measure of iniquity that it would take to bring down God's severe judgments. They are abortion, 
homosexuality, and support of Israel. In Hannah’s word the Lord is saying the US is moving away 
from Me into darkness. | believe this is to say that the US and others, are about to step over the line 
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and fill the cup of her sins. And this will be on all three major issues in very short order. 
[This is the darkness spoken of in Isaiah 60. But when this darkness takes hold, his glory shall rest on 
his people. 


Isaiah 60:2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: 
but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.] 


A Look At The Long View 

| believe there are two long range goals God has in mind for gentile nations before his final dealings 
with Israel. 

First, for America and anyone else with the desire and ability to help Israel. Their power must be 
reduced to the point where they are simply unable to give Israel any support at all. This is a fixed 
minimum amount. 

Second, for America and any other nation with a covenant relationship to the Lord. They must be 
judged and shaken to the point of repentance; the point where the promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14 
comes to pass. Then the Lord will heal that land and fight against their enemies. This is a variable 
amount. It depends on the prayers of the saints. 


After This Manner Therefore Pray 


Here is a short word from Glenn Jackson. | see it as another way of expressing a great truth from the 
word. Whatever is not of faith is sin. 


Romans 14:23 ... whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 


Exhortations From The Father 
Glenn H. Jackson 


jtimin@jtlmin.com 


January 23rd 2009 


"Everything" in My Kingdom [relationships - beginning with one's relationship with Me, 
positioning and, indeed, ALL things said and done] must be built on the foundation [rock] of 
revelation knowledge [Matthew 7:21-27]. For to approach ANY situation or circumstance in 
one's own understanding [the mind of the flesh] instead of in the mind of Christ [1 Corinthians 
2:16] surely means that one is unrighteously motivated and, thus, ALL that they say and do 
[regardless of how "good" it may appear or sound] is apart from Christ [John 15:5]. 


The Cry For Mercy Must Come First 


Recently | have written a couple things about praying for Obama. There | came against legalistic 
prayers, and hypocritical prayers. These kinds of prayers are ‘not of faith’ others are. | still maintain 
that the cry for mercy needs to be louder than the cry for change. 


Since then we have posted at least three major articles detailing how to pray, including praying for 
Obama. Like a shopping list, you add things to it as you go along. 


Now if someone has a specific word or direction from the Lord to pray that way, then that is their 
assignment. If you take up someone else’s assignment and imitate their prayers, it’s not of faith. If you 
have a divine leading to pray in some other vein, then that is your assignment. 


If you have no leading whatever on now to pray, pray in the spirit or enter into worship. Besides that 
the bible does give us a guideline on how to pray and what should take priority. [Priority and prioritize 
are words relating to what should come first, or what should come before something else.] 


Now let’s take a look at how Jesus taught his followers to pray. 
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Matthew 6:9-13 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 


Here it’s pretty plain that “forgive us our debts” i.e. cry for mercy, should come before praying for 
Obama “deliver us from evil’. What we need today are apostolic leaders who will pray this way after 
the examples in Ezra 9, Daniel 9, and Nehemiah 1. 


Nehemiah 1:6-9 

6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy 
servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, 
and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both | 
and my father's house have sinned. 

7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the 
statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 

8 Remember, | beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If 
ye transgress, | will scatter you abroad among the nations: 

9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of 
you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will | gather them from thence, and will 
bring them unto the place that | have chosen to set my name there. 


Also see 1 John. 


1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


Joel 2:12-13 

12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: 

13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 
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Is God Limited? 


Bill Somers 


The Existence of God and The Problem of Evil 


In philosophy classes The Belief In God is often challenged in ways that make it out to be a logical 
absurdity. For example, we are told, if God is all powerful then can he create a rock so heavy that he 
cannot lift it? 


Then there is the idea that everything has a cause, but God is the cause of all, or the First Cause. 
Then you are asked, well what caused God? How could He cause himself? What caused him to 
cause himself? And so on. 


Let's take a specific example. 'God has put all things under his feet.’ 


Now remember that word ‘all' means all! [Have you ever heard someone teaching error and 
supporting it by carping on the word ‘all’? That is continually repeating that ‘all’ means all.] 


So if God has put all things under his feet, then he must be under his own feet! Is God standing on his 
head or what? What kind of God is this anyway? Then comes the laughter and ridicule from ‘those 
who profess themselves wise’. 


Well for one thing, He is a God who expects you to use a little common sense. Here in this verse from 
First Corinthians He spells it out, giving us an example of using common sense. [A little common 
sense is a wonderful antidote to the errors that straightforward logical thinking, i.e. man's wisdom, 
lead to.] 


For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it 
is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. (1 Corinthians 15:27) 


Now after reading this, can you insist that 'all' always means all, or does common sense tell us that 
there are some 'obvious' exceptions? 


Then there is what the philosophers call The Problem of Evil. If God is Good and he is the Creator, 
they why is there evil. The stock answer is free will. The free will of man allows for evil to be chosen, 
and man has to deal with the results. This just puts the question off a bit. Next you are asked well why 
is there free will if it produces evil. And How do you know there is free will, maybe it's all pre 
determined and if so then God is the ultimate cause of evil! Then the so called problem of evil 
becomes blaming God for the evil in the world. So you find people abandoning a belief in God when 
it should be obvious that He exists. 


Now we are going to look at these matters and see first that there are limits to what God can and will 

do. And secondly we'll see that we can't accuse God of evil because we simply cannot judge things in 
many situations because there is no way for us to know all the facts. So the simplest and best course 
is to trust God and not depend on our own minds to figure everything out. 


The Limits on God. 


This article is partly inspired by something | heard in church once. That is: 
God is not like some all powerful oriental despot who can just do anything he wants. 


This remark immediately brought forth objections from some in the congregation. What heresy is this? 
Isn't God all powerful? Aren't all things possible with God? 


Well there's that word ‘all' again. With a little common sense and a search of the scriptures we can 
see that there are limits to what God can or will do. And most importantly we can find places where 
this is spelled out in scripture and illustrated in allegory and parable. 


What are some of the limitations of God? Consider these: 
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He is limited by his nature and his word, as well as common sense and logic. 
He cannot do something that is contradictory in nature. 

He cannot deny himself. 

He cannot swear by any higher, [so he swears by himself.] 

He cannot contradict himself or go against his word. 

He cannot lie. He cannot make a mistake. He never says 'oops'! 

He cannot change what is written in his word. His scripture cannot be broken. 
He cannot break his covenant. 

He cannot fail to keep his promises. 

He cannot let sin go unpunished. 

He cannot show mercy where there is no intercessor. 

He cannot show mercy where there is no repentance. [Intercessors can repent for others.] 
He cannot ignore the cries of his people. 

He cannot ignore the cries of the blood of the martyrs. 


He cannot simply forgive the sins of all mankind and save everyone. No matter how much he may 
desire that 'none should perish’ the requirements of Justice must be met. 


Adam and Eve 


When Adam ate the forbidden fruit, God simply could not change his mind and commute the sentence 
of Death. The seed of the fruit entered into Adam’s flesh and passed to his children. It eventually has 
to be purged. 


This fruit was not an apple as often illustrated. It was a fig. Our clue is the skirts of fig leaves that they 
made for themselves once they saw they were naked. This is just a clue. The so called philosopher or 
skeptic may well object that this does not prove that it was a fig tree. Meaning that this scripture does 
not conclusively prove that it was a fig tree. Right. But we have to remember that God puts everything 
in his word for a purpose. So we have to take the clues he gives us and all the Holy Ghost to let us see 
the connection. To the skeptic who demands absolute proof, we can reply with the words of Jesus: 'He 
that has an ear, let him hear!’ If you look at how the fig tree is used in scripture, you can see it’s 
association with the Law and with the nation of Israel, a people under the Law. 


After all what is the knowledge of good and evil but knowledge of the Law? 


When you eat an apple, the seeds are discarded with the core. But when you eat a fig, the seeds, 
which are so tiny and mixed in with the pulp of the fig are eaten too. The fig has no core. 


We know the fig tree symbolizes the law and the leaves speak of self righteousness. And we know the 
letter of the law worketh or produces death. So by eating the fig man allowed the workings of death to 

enter and become part of his flesh. He took on the sentence of death all on his own. So Death comes 

not as an externally administered punishment for sin, but as a natural consequence. 


Lust produces sin and sin produces death. 
Romans tells us that Adam was of fore type of Jesus. 


Ro 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 
sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to 
come. 


And here in Timothy we read that Adam was not deceived. 


1Ti 2:14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the 
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transgression. 


So perhaps this means that Adam deliberately ate of the forbidden fruit, and took on the sentence of 

death, for the sake of Eve. For we see that Jesus willingly took on the judgment of death for the sake 

of His bride! Any time you follow the dictates of religion, which is the law, you are eating of the tree of 
knowledge. It produces death. When you follow the Lord Jesus in close personal relationship, you are 
eating from the Tree of Life. 


Daniel in the Lions Den 


In the Story of Daniel in the Lions Den, we can see the heart attitude of the Father reflected in King 
Darius. It would have been easy for him to use his power and make an exception for Daniel. But to do 
that, he would have had to break his word. So he refused to use that power. Daniel went into the den 
and came out again alive. [This speaks of death and resurrection, is there a clue here?.] 


And then Daniel’s accusers were cast into the den, to their deaths. So it all worked out for the better 
after all since King Darius got rid of a lot of troublemakers. And since those troublemakers were rulers 
in his domain, they all had to be replaced. Most likely with people of Daniel’s choosing! This is also a 
picture of the end times when the ruling powers, accusers of the brethren, all of them, shall fall. They 
are to be replace by the saints who have the honor of judging them. Psalm 149. 


David and Absalom 


In the case of David and Absalom, the same father’s heart is shown in David. Only in this case, David 
is persuaded by the ‘Wise Woman of Tekoa" at the prompting of Joab, to use his power. The results 
are very instructive. 


In the Law of Moses, there are very definite instructions on dispensing justice. The aim of these is 
clearly stated as So shall thou put away evil from among you [Israel]. Here is an instance in 
Deuteronomy where this principle is mentioned. 


De 17:6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death 
be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death. 

7 The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the 
hands of all the people. So thou shalt put the evil away from among you. 


In the case of Absalom, justice was not done. Absalom was guilty of murder, but not punished. He was 
only banished and after hearing the ‘wise woman’, David decided to bring Absalom home. So for his 
sin, Absalom was not judged or put away but instead was forgiven without having repented! 


Absalom was never confronted with his sin. He was never challenged to confess and repent; and 
never formally forgiven and healed. He simply had his banishment [a type of sentence of death, or of 
the second death] cancelled. He was never allowed to see David. That is he could not come into the 
presence of his father. 


David failed to put away evil, with disastrous consequences. Even after the rebellion and civil war, 
David wished to spare his life. Yet Joab, perhaps regretting his earlier mistake, slew Absalom. David 
used his power, and perverted justice. What did it get him but more trouble! In the end there was 
neither justice nor mercy served. 


Jesus' Temptation in the wilderness 


The temptation of Jesus by Satan is a challenge and attempt to get Him to use His power and reach 
His goals in the wrong way. That is without satisfying the demands of justice. We are going to look at 
this in some detail so bear with me. 


Matthew 4: 

1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
2And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 
3And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread. 

4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
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5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, 

6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall 
give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 

9And saith unto him, All these things will | give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 


Let’s look at the first phase of the temptation. Jesus was hungry. Don't forget that elsewhere in the 
bible it tells us that Jesus’ food is to do the will of the Father. So Jesus was not hungry for something 
to eat. He had just begun his ministry by being baptized in Jordan by John. Now after 40 intense days 
of communing with the Father, he wants to get on with it. He has been wanting to be about his Father's 
work since he was 12 or even earlier. So he is hungry to get started and do the Father’s will. 


Satan wants to offer Jesus a way to accomplish his objectives, but it's a way that goes against the 
father's will and would not accomplish His work. 


"If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread." Now why make stones into 
bread. How about some peanut butter too? How about some meat! And why change the stones. Just 

command some food to appear out of thin air. Just order up a Whopper, fries and a coke! The son of 

God can do this, can’t he? 


Joking aside, what we have here is an allegory. There is a lot of meat here if we just look for it. Usually 
we just skip over such things, but sometimes the Spirit will provide a clue as to the meat is. 


Well a clue to understanding this passage can be found in looking at the two elements, Stones and 
Bread. If you search the bible for verses that contain both words, these will come up. 


Lu 11:11 Ifa son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? 
or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 


Mt 7:9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 
10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 


First note that we are making a double comparison here. Stones and Bread, Serpents and Fish, 
these elements make up an analogy. As stones are to bread, so serpents are to fish. As Jesus went 
about seeking to save the souls of men, he used good old figurative language to get his point across. 
When speaking to farmers, he talked about harvesting wheat. While talking to fishermen, he spoke of 
catching nets full of fish. Since the wheat makes up our bread, you can see that bread and fish are two 
major metaphors for saving souls. Stones and serpents stand for the unsaved. So lets expand the 
analogy like this. As unsaved is to saved so are stones to bread and so are serpents to fish. 


The next element to consider is that Jesus speaks of a son asking a father for bread. This refers to 
Jesus asking His Father for the souls of men. This is found in the Psalms. 


Ps 2:7 [1 will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day 
have | begotten thee. 

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession. 


Elsewhere in scripture you can find mention of the stony heart contrasted with the soft heart or heart of 
flesh. That comparison parallels the Stones and Bread comparison. 


Eze 11:19 And I will give them one heart, and | will put a new spirit within you; and I will 
take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 


2Co 3:3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered 
by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in 
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fleshy tables of the heart. 


The bible also speaks of the temple being made up of living stones. Here those who are saved are 
described as stones. But you have to contrast them in a different way. Dead stones are the unsaved 
and living stones are the saved. Both are made from clay, the dust of the earth, but only one has Life! 


There is another interesting comparison of Stones and Bread in the law of Moses. 


In the passage beginning at Leviticus 23:10 The Lord gives instructions for observing the feast of first 
fruits. 50 days after that comes Pentecost, and on that day he mentions two loaves of bread. 


Le 23:16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and 
ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD. 

17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be 
of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD. 


Now the feast of Pentecost is first celebrated 50 days after the feast of First Fruits. First fruits being 
the day Moses led the people out of the red sea and on to the far shore. First Fruits commemorates 
the redemption of the first born which actually took place the night they left Egypt. 


That day is traditionally regarded as the day when Moses came down from the mountain bearing two 
tables of stone. The tables of stone speak of the Law and the Old Covenant. So what do we see 
happening at later observances of Pentecost? Well the passage above tells us about two loaves of 
bread. Two tables of stone lead to two loaves of bread. So stones and bread are compared once 
again. Stone speaks of the old covenant, and the law. The bread speaks of the new covenant and the 
spirit. 


So comparing stones and bread is a symbolic way of discussing the saving of men’s souls by the 
establishment of a new covenant. 


Let’s look back at the temptation again. 


In this temptation there are three stages: Stones and Bread; Cast thyself down; and The Kingdoms of 
the World. 


Each of these stages relates to one of Jesus’ purposes in coming here. 
Stones and Bread has to do with saving the souls of men. 
Cast thyself down is about being willing to give his life. 


The kingdoms of the world has to do with regaining the full authority over the earth that Adam lost. He 
came to give His life for the souls of men, and to destroy the works of Satan. 


In each case of the temptation Satan is offering Jesus the easy way out. He is suggesting a simple 
solution or course of action that will give him what he wants without having to go to a lot of trouble. 


A. In the Stones and Bread, Satan is saying: Look here, you want to save the souls of men, right? 
Well just give the command, you have the power don’t you? Just go ahead and proclaim ‘all is 
forgiven’. It's simple and easy, right? [Sure, look what happened when David did just that.] 


B. In Cast thyself Down, Satan is saying: You came here to die didn’t you? Well why go through all 
the torture and torment that’s in store for you? Just jump off the roof here and have a quick painless 
death, you won't feel a thing! It’s so simple anybody could do it! 


C. In Kingdom’s of the World, Satan is saying: Alright Jesus, you want to get the kingdoms of the 
world back? No Problem! Just bow down to me! Just one time! Nobody will ever know! And you can 
have it all just the way you want! 


Would you buy a used car from this character? 


If Jesus were to just cast himself down, he would never become the passover lamb for us, never take 
on the sins of the world, and never fulfill dozens of prophetic scriptures that he must. This was 
definitely not the way to go. Jesus endured the suffering that the Father required because he had a 
revelation of the Joy to come as the author and finisher of our faith. 
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Heb 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. 


The Kingdoms of the World are not just the nations but Spiritual Domains as seen from a high 
mountain which speaks of the High Places! Jesus cannot just get these kingdoms from Satan. He will 
take them from Satan. There will come a point when He asks the Father. Then they are given to him by 
the Father 


Isaiah 51 speaks of populating the heavens when Satan falls. 


Isa 51:16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of 
mine hand, that | may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say 
unto Zion, Thou art my people. 


In Revelation 11 we read that the Kingdoms of the world become the Kingdoms of our God and his 
anointed, Christ and the saints who are in Christ. Some of the saints will be given these kingdoms as 
their reward. 


Re 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, 
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and 
he shall reign for ever and ever. 

16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their 
faces, and worshipped God, 

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to 
come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 


We also read there that he takes his power and reigns! This gives the phrase ‘our God reigns’ a 
whole new meaning. 


Isa 52:7 J How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth 
salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 


Now on to other topics. We are going to look briefly at these as each one could be a major study in 
itself. 


He cannot ignore the cries of his people, and He cannot let sin go unpunished. Here are a 
couple quotes from Genesis. 


Ge 18:20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and 
because their sin is very grievous; 

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of 
it, which is come unto me; and if not, | will know. 


Ge 19:12 J And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy 
sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this 
place: 

13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of 
the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. 


And here's on from Exodus 


Ex 3:7 J And the LORD said, | have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in 
Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for | know their sorrows; 


And this one is from first Samuel. 


1Sa 9:16 To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, 
and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my 
people out of the hand of the Philistines: for | have looked upon my people, because their 
cry is come unto me. 
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He cannot show mercy where there is no intercessor. This quote from Ezekiel is often cited as a 
proof text. 


Eze 22:29 The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and 
have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully. 

30 And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the 
gap before me for the land, that | should not destroy it: but | found none. 

31 Therefore have | poured out mine indignation upon them; | have consumed them with 
the fire of my wrath: their own way have | recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord 
GOD. 


Unknown Factors present in God's dealings. 


These next topics are given to show that our knowledge of God's dealings is always limited. And 
therefore we simply cannot understand [or judge] what he is up to in many cases. 


Interference in the heavenlies. 


This next quote from Daniel shows us that there are times we can't understand what God is doing ina 
situation, because there are things going on in the heavenly realm. And unlike Daniel, we don't have 
an angel to clue us in on what's really happening. 


Da 10:12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set 
thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, 
and | am come for thy words. 

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and | remained there with the kings of 
Persia. 


Challenges in the heavenlies. 


This quote from Job should make us realize that things can happen to us for reasons we can't 
understand. And that many things can occur that God did not cause. 


Job 1:8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there 
is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil? 

9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 

10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he 
hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is 
increased in the land. 

11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy 
face. 

12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon 
himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 


God conceals his plans. 


And this quote from Judges should tell us that sometimes it's God's wisdom to conceal his plans from 
us until the proper time. 


Jg 20:25 And Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and 
destroyed down to the ground of the children of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all 
these drew the sword. 

26 Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of 
God, and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. 

27 And the children of Israel enquired of the LORD, (for the ark of the covenant of God 
was there in those days, 

28 And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) 
saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or 
shall | cease? And the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand. 
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In this case, God's plan was for His People to suffer a series of defeats so as to trick the enemy. Do 
you think it would have worked if they had known all the details ahead of time? No way Jose! 


God has sealed his Word. 


Once again this shows that sometimes it's God's wisdom to conceal his plans from us until the proper 


time. 
Da 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the 
end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 
Da 12:10 Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. 
Conclusion. 


There is a popular praise song that goes: 'God is Good, all the time!’ Once | heard a pastor begin his 
remarks to the church by saying: "God Is Good!" And the crowd responded: "All the time!" Then 
someone in the audience yelled out: "He can't help it!" So there is one more thing God can't do. He 
can't help but be Good! 


All this talk of blaming God for our problems comes down to unbelief. When all we have to do is this: 


Pr 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
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In Jesus’ Name We Pray 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


www.etpv.org 
September 3, 2009 


| have gotten in the habit of ending all my praying with the phrase ‘In Jesus name we pray’. It’s almost 
as if this phrase is a magical formula that guarantees our praying will be effective. This is a habit | 
picked up early in my Christian walk from others who prayed that same way. Occasionally one of them 
would remind people that this is all based on a scripture. 


John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 


John 16:23-24 

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 

24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full. 


The problem with that is that it just doesn’t automatically work every time. Unless there is an anointing 
on it, there is no truth in it. Why? Simple logic. The anointing indicates the presence or inspiration of 
the Spirit of God who is also the Spirit of Truth, and of Grace. No anointing means no Spirit and 
therefore no truth. 


Now we are not talking about praying the name of Jesus or using the name ‘Jesus’ in prayer. That is 
very powerful regardless. But there is a difference between using Jesus name in prayer and praying in 
the name of Jesus. And the promises Jesus gives in John 15 and 16 mentioned above have to do 
with praying in Jesus name. 


What does it mean to Pray in Jesus’ Name? 

In biblical language, your name is not just a word that you are called by. It indicates your nature, 
character and authority. So to Pray in Jesus’ Name means you must pray in his nature, character 
and authority, simple as that. 


Character 
We are called to be conformed to the image of Jesus, that would mean showing forth the character of 
Jesus.. 


Romans 8:29-30 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he 
also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 


That image we are to be conformed to is the Jesus who learned perfect obedience by the things he 
suffered. 


Hebrews 5:8-9 
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8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 
9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him; 


Nature 
We are also to be ‘partakers of the Divine nature.’ 


2 Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by 
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust. 


Authority 
With these two in place, we are then to be able to speak God’s word with the authority of Jesus. And 
we know there is no limit to the authority of Jesus. 


Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. 


This is what he is promising in John 15 and 16 quoted above. It’s not just a simple formula to get 
prayers answered. 


So how does the fulfillment of this promise come about? 


When God gives you a new name, it means he is changing your nature, character and authority. In 
Genesis, for example, he did it for Jacob who became Israel. 


Genesis 32:28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a 
prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 


A New Name 
Here are a couple passages where God speaks of giving a new name. 


Isaiah 62:2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou 
shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. 


Revelation 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To 
him that overcometh will | give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, 
and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 


Revelation 3:12 Him that overcometh will | make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he 
shall go no more out: and | will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and 
I will write upon him my new name. 


Isaiah 62 has an end time context and of course, the book of Revelation has an end time context. So 
first we see that this is something to happen in the end times. Next, notice that the verses from 
Revelation tell us that the new name is given to ‘him that overcometh’. God’s not looking for survivors; 
he’s looking for overcomers. The overcomers are those who get the new name, which means a new 
nature, a new character and new authority. 


Revelation 2:26-27 
26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will | give power over 
the nations: 
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27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as | received of my Father. 


Revelation 12:5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 


This is the same group of overcomers we see in Revelation 14. They are with the Lamb [Jesus] and 
they have his father’s name [nature, character and authority] written in their foreheads. 


Revelation 14:1-5 

1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 
four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thunder: and | heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 

3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the 
elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which 
were redeemed from the earth. 

4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they 
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, 
being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God. 


These are also said to be not defiled, virgins, i.e. pure; having no guile; without fault before God and to 
follow the lamb wherever he goes. These are the ones that will pray, according to the Name of Jesus. 
And their prayers will be answered by the father. 


In Luke 24, the bible speaks of Jesus commissioning his disciples to go and preach. Note verse 45 
which speaks of understanding the scriptures. This is a prophetic picture of the overcomers in the end 
times who receive the Revelation of Jesus Christ, that they might understand the scriptures and 
preach in his name. 


Luke 24:45-47 

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 

46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise 
from the dead the third day: 

47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


| Long To See You 


Bill Somers 


For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for 
the poor saints which are at Jerusalem Romans 15:26 


A look at the theme of Paul's return in Romans as an allegory of the Lord's return, and its implications 
for the Church 


Introduction 


In Romans, Paul spends a lot of time talking about his return. Right in chapter 1 he speaks of wanting 
to come, and then goes into reasons he has not yet done so. In chapter 15 he returns to the topic, 
speaking of his journey into Spain, but first he has to go to Jerusalem. He mentions that the people of 
Macedonia and Achaia have made a contribution to the poor saints at Jerusalem; that this is his 
reason for going there first. 


[It is commonly taught that Paul was speaking of finances here, that he was bringing a sum of money 
collected in Greece to give to the Church at Jerusalem.] 


| believe that there is an end time lesson here. Paul's proposed journey is an allegory for the Second 
Coming Of Christ. The reasons for his delay have to do with things that must happen before he 
returns. His first stop on the trip is Jerusalem, where Jesus will also again set foot on the mount of 
olives. Of course we are talking about natural or physical Second Coming, not the spiritual second 
coming. 


The people of Macedonia and Achaia represent the gentile church, and the poor saints at Jerusalem 
are the Jews who get saved at the very end. The gentiles contribution to those at Jerusalem is the 
sacrifice of their lives under end time persecution. These are the overcomers who ‘avenge not 
themselves’ but ‘give place to wrath’ because ‘they loved not their lives even unto death’. 


Revelation speaks of a certain number of martyrs that must be killed, during the end times, before 
God will avenge their blood. Once this remaining number comes in, things start to happen very rapidly. 
This remaining number of martyrs is what is spoken of in Romans 11 as the fullness of the Gentiles. 
And when they come in means they are harvested into heaven, by martyrdom. After this the blindness 
over Israel will be removed, so they can see clearly their need to call upon the Lord for their salvation. 


How does this happen? We know that when the Lord returns, he first carries out judgment on the 
heavenly powers, before he actually returns to earth. This is important because it is these heavenly 
powers that form the veil of spiritual blindness over Israel, so that removing them removes the veil. 
Why then does he wait for a certain number of martyred saints before taking action? 


A clue is found in Isaiah [34:4], where he speaks of stars falling from heaven as a leaf falling off the 
vine, or a fig off a fig tree. The stars falling from heaven are ruling demonic powers coming down. The 
leaves falling off the vine are saints which are martyred. If there is a correlation between the two, then 
the number of saints has to equal or better the number of 'stars' for the judgement to be complete. 
Which means that there is a set number that must be reached. This only happens by a great end time 
harvest with multitudes getting saved and then martyred so the fullness of the gentiles comes in. 


Once the wicked rulers in high places are disposed of, the veil is removed from Israel and they are 
grafted back into the body of Christ, the olive tree {Romans 11]. This is referred to as life from the 
dead, and has a double meaning. You see, this also speaks of the resurrection of the saints at this 
time. Which is followed right away by the translation or rapture of the remnant of the saints who are still 
left alive after all the persecution. 


That sums up what | believe the Lord has shown me about this topic. Before we get into the details of 
how scripture supports this viewpoint, a word about method. 


Understanding Scripture 
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Approach the scripture with two things in mind. First, that every word is divinely inspired and has a 
purpose. Second, that the bible is primarily non literal. 


| recall a time when | was explaining how the Lord had shown me the handwriting on the floor in John 
8. | made a claim that the woman taken in adultery is a type of the church. "Well how do you know that 
she is a type of the church, how can you find these types all over the place?" someone asked. | didn't 
have a ready answer at the moment, but | learned to explain it this way. You have to expect it. You 
have to expect to find types, symbols and allegories in the bible. Once you see that this is how the 
Lord puts things into the scripture, it's much easier for him to reveal them to you. Then when you come 
across a type in the bible, you are prepared to see the correspondence between the type and the 
thing it points to. You cannot force a comparison or depend strictly on your own logic. It must not come 
by ‘flesh and blood' but from the Spirit revealing it to you. But if you do not expect to find types, or your 
theological background has taught you to treat these topics as strictly literal, then you'll be stuck. You 
won't be able to go past the literal face value of the word, ever learning, but never coming into deeper 
knowledge. 


Let's start with an illustration of how this works. 


For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, 
that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired 
even of life 

But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, 
but in God which raiseth the dead 

Who delivered us from so great a death ....2 Corinthians 1:8-10 


This is written by Paul, describing his experiences on one of the trips he took through Asia. That's the 
literal face value of this passage. How can you go deeper? Here's a clue. Jerusalem is also in Asia. If 
you substitute Jerusalem for Asia, you see that these words could have been spoken by Jesus after 
his resurrection. The same thing that happened to Paul had also happened to Jesus. [Just because it 
happened later makes no difference.] Here is a case where Jesus is speaking to us directly through 
Paul.] 


The bible was produced by men writing down what the Spirit directed them to write. So all of it is God 
speaking to man. Parts of it have the appearance of historical record, or personal memoirs. But that is 
just the surface meaning. The real meat is below the surface. Here it seems as though Jesus is 
speaking through Paul, because he really is speaking through Paul. Many of the other things that 
happened to Jesus also happened to Paul. Paul is used as a type of Jesus in many cases; and he is 
also used as a type of the church in many places. 


Romans 


We're going to look at parts of the book of Romans. And we're going to filter out some of the details 
that pertain only to Paul, to look beneath the surface and see the parts where Jesus is speaking 
directly to us. And we'll cross reference other passages to bring out the fuller meaning. 


The Trip 
In Romans 1 we find the first mention of Paul's desire to make a journey and return to them. 


First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world 

For God is my witness, whom | serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing | make mention of you always in my prayers; 

Making request, if by any means now at length | might have a prosperous journey 
by the will of God to come unto you 

For I long to see you, that | may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye 
may be established; 

That is, that | may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and 
me. 

Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes | purposed to come unto 
you, (but was let hitherto,) that | might have some fruit among you also, even as 
among other Gentiles. Romans 1:8-13 
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One especially significant phrase is where he says without ceasing | make mention of you 
always in my prayers;. This is a case where God uses hyperbole, that is exaggeration, to give us a 
clue that there is a deeper meaning. It's exaggeration for Paul to say that he prays without ceasing, but 
if we see that this is Jesus speaking through him, it makes sense. This is because we know from 
Hebrews 7 that Jesus is always interceding for us at the Father's throne. 


Wherefore he [Jesus] is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25 


Now one of the things Jesus is praying for is His return. His request is that "/ might have a 
prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you For I long to see you ....” 


Conditions 


But something is preventing Jesus return. Now if we look at what reasons Paul gives for his return 
being delayed we can see that they parallel Jesus reasons for delay. 


Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes | purposed to come unto 
you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as 
among other Gentiles. Romans 1:13 


The phrase ‘was let hitherto’ is sometimes translated "hindered until now'; and 'Gentiles' can also be 
translated as 'nations’. So this is saying that the journey has been delayed so he can have fruit among 
the nations or Gentiles. Lets look at what is meant by fruit. 


Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me 

| am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. John 15:4-5 


Here we find that there are two ideas involved. One is being attached to the vine and the second is to 
then bring forth fruit. These correspond to the meanings of bringing forth fruit. 


What is meant by Fruit? 


Bringing forth fruit has two main meanings. The individual believer having the fruit of the spirit in 
their lives, and the fruit of the earth. Recall in Genesis where this is first mentioned. Here God 
commands the fruit of the earth to come forth on the Third Day. Prophetically, The Third Day is a Day 
of Harvest. 


And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 
Genesis 

And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good 
And the evening and the morning were the third day. Genesis 1:11-13 


The fruit of the spirit is the evidence of Christ being formed in the believer. The fruit of the earth 
speaks of the harvest of souls into the kingdom of God. The fruit harvest that coincides with the Feast 
of Tabernacles, celebrated in the fall of the year, speaks of this harvest of souls.. Both of these are 
vital to our end time understanding. 


First comes the harvest of souls that will come with preaching the gospel. This is touched on in both 
Matthew and Mark. 


And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come. Matthew 24:14 


And the gospel must first be published among all nations. Mark 13:10 


So looking back at Romans 1:8-13 what Jesus, speaking through Paul, is saying it this. He desires to 
return to us, but cannot until the gospel is preached to all the nations [Gentiles] and there is a harvest 
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of souls from all nations. And these are not just political nations but ethnic nations as seen in 
Revelation 5:9. 


And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; Revelation 5:9 


Second comes the fruit of the Spirit, here itemized in Galatians 5. 


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
Meekness, temperance: ..... Galatians 5:22-23 


Now how does this fruit of the Spirit come forth. In Colossians 1 we find this discussed along with 
other topics. Here are the key verses pertaining to our essay. 


We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 
you, 

Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the 
saints, 

For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of 
the truth of the gospel; 

Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also 
in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: Colossians 
1:3-6 


If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope 
of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which 
is under heaven; whereof | Paul am made a minister; Colossians 1:23 


To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Colossians 1:27 


Now this is quite a mouthful. Let's simplify it by bringing out the basic sentence structure of verses 3-6. 
When we do this is what we get: 


We give thanks for the hope. 
Next, the hope is described several ways one of them is that it brings forth fruit in you. 
Which brings forth fruit in you. 


Since the fruit is in us, we know this speaks of fruit of the spirit. Now there is a condition given; that is 
if we continue in the faith and do not move away from it. 


If you continue in the faith. 
Then we see this hope described as a mystery and identified as the hope of glory. 
This mystery is Christ in you, the hope of Glory. 


We'll describe continuing in the faith as obedience, and we'll see that obedience to the gospel is an 
idea that is brought out in later verses. To summarize this discussion so far, Jesus is delayed in 
returning because he is waiting for fruit among the nations. Fruit of the Earth which is the harvest and 
Fruit of the Spirit which is Christ indwelling his body. This is often described in terms of an equivalent 
idea, death to self. He must increase, we must decrease. So as He is formed in us, we must die to 
self. 


And once we are dead to self, there is no fear of death. Then we can overcome the enemy who once 
held us in bondage by that same fear of death. So that facing martyrdom without fear is proof that we 
have overcome the wicked one. 


We say that the fruit of the earth comes with preaching of the gospel; and the fruit of the 
spirit comes with obedience to the gospel. 
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[What exactly will obedience to the gospel require? Except martyrdom, for me to live is Christ and to 
die is gain!] 


Notice also in this passage from Colossians, that it mentions continual prayer, verse 3. And it speaks 
of the gospel coming to all the world, verse 5 and 6, and being preached to every creature, verse 23. 
And verse 27 mentions the gentiles. 


Now lets look back at Romans 1:8-13. We said the phrase ‘was let hitherto’ is sometimes translated 
‘hindered until now’. What or when is the 'now' he is talking about? 


Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey 
by the will of God to come unto you 


He has been hindered till now, but now at length [after all this time] he says, | might come to you. Paul 
is talking about a present situation when he is writing this. But we find that Jesus, speaking through 
him, is speaking of a future time when he can say that the hindrances have been removed and the 
conditions met for his return. So this discussion is prophetic of a time yet to come when this will take 
place. 


Here are some verses where we see this spoken of. 


But | say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the world. Romans 10:18 


Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, | have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
Romans 15:19 


There are many issues and themes in Romans, but [to avoid getting bogged down in side issues] we 
are going to concentrate on the discussion of the return found in chapter 15, with references to 
Chapters 11 and 12. 


The Gentiles 


Chapter 15 opens with an exhortation to serve one another, to receive one another and to have one 
mind and mouth to glorify God. This speaks of unity in the body, the kind of unity we see prophesied in 
Psalm 133. It's an end time unity that comes when the body of Christ is assembled together, a fruit of 
the spirit. 


Then we read as follows. 


Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers 

And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause | 
will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. Romans 15:8-9 


Let's break that down by rephrasing it somewhat. 

Saying that Jesus was a minister of the circumcision is saying that he was a minister of the 
covenant to the people of the covenant, the Jews. Circumcision was a sign of the covenant. 

To add for the truth of God is to say he preached to them the gospel of the kingdom. 

To continue and say to confirm the promises made unto the fathers speaks of confirming the 
covenant and fulfilling the scriptures. All of which he clearly did, at least those pertaining to the first 
coming. 


Then he starts in discussing the Gentiles [nations]. 
We read And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy and so on. 


[How exactly might the Gentiles Glorify God? Jesus told Peter how in this passage from John 


Verily, verily, | say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and 
walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not 

This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had 
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spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. (John 21:18-19 KJV)} 


The use of ‘and’ at the beginning of this sentence "And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy” breaks Jesus' ministry into two objectives. One is to minister to the Jews and the other is to 
bring salvation to the Gentiles. 


The Jews 
Look now to Romans 11 starting with verse 8.. 


8. (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they 
should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. 

9. And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, 
and a recompense unto them 

10. Let their eyes be darkened that they may not see, and bow down their back always 
11. | say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather 
through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy 
12. Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the 
riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 

13. For | speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as | am the apostle of the Gentiles, | 
magnify mine office 

14. If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might 
save some of them 

15. For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead? Romans 11:8-15 


Here in verse 11 it says through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles. Because the Jews 
fell in unbelief, the Gentiles could be saved. 


Lets go over that again. Jesus came to the Jews, the lost sheep of Israel, but they could not accept 
him. We read in verse 8 above that God had given them a spirit of slumber ... unto this day [until 
now]. | believe this is what is meant by giving them up in Micah 5:3 


Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought 
forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. Micah 
5:3 


Therefore the gospel could be preached to the Gentiles, i.e. all the world. Now verse 12 is very 
interesting in that it describes the fall of the Jews as the 'riches of the world’ and the diminishing of 
them as the 'riches of the Gentiles’. But then this is contrasted with their fullness, which he implies will 
be much greater when he says how much more their fullness? First their falling then comes their 
fullness. Verse 15 speaks of their casting away as the reconciling of the world and their restoration as 
something much greater, life from the dead. First comes their casting away, then their receiving 
back. 


Then in verses 16-24 there is a long discussion comparing the Jews to natural branches of a good 
olive tree and the Gentiles to branches of a wild olive tree, grafted into the good. This is because the 
natural branches are broken off. Then it is followed by mention of grafting the natural branches back 
into the tree. 


16. For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the 
branches 

17. And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert 
grafted in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive 
tree 

18. Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the 
root thee 

19. Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that | might be grafted in 

20. Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not 
highminded, but fear 

21. For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee 
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22. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; 
but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt 
be cut off 

23. And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able 
to graft them in again 

24. For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted 
contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the 
natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? Romans 11:16-24 


Micah, above, speaks of this process as the giving up of the Jews followed by their return. Paul here 
has three ways he describes it. 

A. Their fall followed by their fullness. 

B. Their casting away followed by their being received back again. 

C. And their being broken off followed by their being grafted back in again. 


Now these terms, fullness, receiving back and grafted back all refer to one and the same thing, their 
salvation. 


Here is Romans 11:25-32. 


25. For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should 
be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in 

26. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

27. For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins 

28. As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes 

29. For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance 

30. For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief 

31. Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may 
obtain mercy 

32. For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 
Romans 11:25-32 


And now we find it spelled out plainly in verse 26 thusly: And so all Israel shall be saved. 


Also here God is laying out his ultimate aim in verse 32, that he might have mercy upon all. In 
order to do so, he must first bring blindness upon Israel. Thus he says: blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. If the fullness of Israel is their 
salvation, then the fullness of the Gentiles is their salvation also. After the salvation of the Gentiles will 
come the salvation of Israel, the Jews. 


Let's look at verses 26 -27. Rearranging the word order so it makes a little more sense we get this. 


For this is my covenant unto them, all Israel shall be saved when I shall take away 
their sins; as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob. 


All Israel shall be saved when | shall take away their sins; written that way it sounds pretty obvious 
doesn't it. 


Now a look at 28-29: 


28. As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes 
29. For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance 


They are enemies of the Gospel. [Don't be surprised at this.] It's for your sake means that this had to 
happen for salvation to be available to the Gentiles [the readers of Romans]. They will continue to be 
enemies of the Gospel till the blindness is removed. But they are beloved as touching the election. 
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The election is the choice i.e. they are chosen. This is because of the covenant made with their 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That the gifts and calling of God are without repentance means 
that they cannot be changed, this applies to that covenant. 


Now let's look very carefully at verses 30-31 


30. For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief 

31. Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may 
obtain mercy 


You, Gentiles, were in unbelief. Now you have mercy because of their unbelief. 


They, the Jews, are in unbelief. They will obtain mercy through your mercy! Or in other words, they will 
obtain salvation through your salvation. And your salvation is what us meant by the fullness of the 
Gentiles coming in. 


We note that the wording here is fullness of the Gentiles be come in. [One might expect this to 
mean "the full number of the Gentiles".] If fullness speaks of salvation, what does it mean to say it has 
come in? And where is it come into? And why is the word fullness used to mean salvation? 


Without writing another essay on salvation, let's argue this. We who are alive and remain on this earth, 
who know and follow the Lord, are being saved. Those who have passed on to be with Him in 
eternity are the saved or have been saved. They have come in to the heavenly city and are those 
who stand worshipping before the throne and/or cry from beneath the altar. They have been harvested. 


Now there are people continually being saved and continually passing on to be with Him, so how can 
we speak of a time, a fixed point of time, when the fullness of the Gentiles comes in? 


Well look at how the Lord speaks of the fullness of Israel in Romans 11:12 and later makes that 
equivalent to saying all Israel shall be saved in verse 26. If the fullness of Israel is all Israel, then the 
fullness of the Gentiles is all the Gentiles. [And no, we're not teaching universal salvation here.] 


Does this mean that a full number of the Gentiles will come in and no more after that? Here we must 
realize that the Lord can use generalities, just as we do. It does not mean that no Gentiles were saved 
before Jesus came. It does not mean that no Jews were saved after Jesus ascended to heaven. It 
does not mean that no Jews are being saved today. Nor can it mean that no Gentiles can be saved 
after ‘all Israel is saved’. 


It's referring to a significant event in which a large significant number of Gentiles come in all at once. 
That event is spoken of in Revelations. 


And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and 
power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. (Revelations 13:7 
KJV) 


And then, after that, a large significant number of Jews come in all at once. That event is spoken of in 
Zechariah. 


And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem 

And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. (Zechariah 12:9-10 
KJV) 


The fullness of the Gentiles must come in before the blindness is removed from Israel. Then all Israel 
gets saved. So there is some kind of cause effect relationship between these two events. 


We said earlier that God is laying out his ultimate aim in verse 32, that he might have mercy upon 
all. After the Gospel is preached to all the world, the fullness of the Gentiles can come in. His 
instruction to the Gentiles then is found just after completing chapter 11 and rolling on to chapter 12 
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where we read this. 


| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
Romans 12:1 


Here the word ‘therefore’ points back to the goal stated in chapter 11. That All Israel be saved. The 
phrase present your bodies a living sacrifice speaks of laying down our lives for the Lord. This is the 
martyrdom of the Church, the Saints spoken of in Revelation 6. 


9. And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held 

10. And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost 
thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth 

11. And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, 
that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. Revelation 6:9-11 


Here the martyrs in heaven are told that after a ‘little season’ the rest of those, that should be killed 
as they were, should be fulfilled. This speaks of a certain number whose martyrdom is required 
and a certain condition that must be fulfilled. 


The Gentiles 
Now lets go back to Romans 15 where we left off. 


8. Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers 


Continuing on from there we read. 


9. And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause | 
will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name 

10. And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people 

11. And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people 

12. And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to 
reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust 


Now here we find 4 out of context quotes where the Lord reminds us that the Gentiles were always 
part of His Plan. [The word for Gentiles can also be translated heathen or nations.] The first, in verse 9, 
is from 2 Samuel 22:50, and s repeated in Psalm 18:49. The Second in verse 10 is found in 
Deuteronomy 32:43. The third found in verse 11 comes from Psalm 117:1. And the last in verse 12 is 
taken from Isaiah 11:10. 


13. Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost 

14. And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another 


Look at how He describes the believers in verses 13-14. Is this a description of today's church? Not 
exactly, rather it is a portrait of the End Time Church, one that's filled with righteousness, peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost, one where the Kingdom of God is established; and where belief equals 
obedience. A Church where the people are overcomers because they love not their lives, even unto 
death. It's a Church that is bearing the Fruit of the Spirit! 


15. Nevertheless, brethren, | have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as 
putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God 

16. That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the 
gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being 
sanctified by the Holy Ghost 


These last 4 verses are very important. What he is saying here is something like this. 
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| am praying that you be of a certain mind. [Ready, willing and obedient.] 
| already know that you are of this certain mind. 
Nevertheless, | write boldly to remind you to be of this certain mind. 


SO THAT the offering up [not just the offering] of the Gentiles might be acceptable. Here he is 
looking back to Romans 12:1, where he speaks of a sacrifice acceptable unto God. 


| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
Romans 12:1 


Now here the phrase which is your reasonable service speaks of obedience. Service in this verse is 
sometimes translated ‘worship’. It means that we can worship God by being obedient and offering up 
[or laying down] our lives as a holy sacrifice. 


17. | have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which 
pertain to God 

18. For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by 
me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed 


Notice here once again the emphasis on the Gentiles obedience to the gospel. This is described as 
obedience in word and deed showing that there is fruit of the spirit present. 


Continuing on in Romans 15: 


19. Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, | have fully preached the gospel of Christ 
20. Yea, so have | strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest | 
should build upon another man's foundation 

21. But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that 
have not heard shall understand 

22. For which cause also | have been much hindered from coming to you 


These verses once again speak of the gospel being preached unto all the world. Firstly as something 
that is finally accomplished, and secondly reminding us that it had to be done before He could come 
to us. It's the fruit among the Gentiles. It's the fruit of the earth that gives us the number of saints in the 
end time harvest. It's the fruit of the spirit that gives the obedience that makes the sacrifice 
acceptable. 


And the gospel must first be published among all nations. Mark 13:10 
Continuing on we read. 


23. But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these 
many years to come unto you 

24. Whensoever | take my journey into Spain, | will come to you: for | trust to see you 
in my journey, and to be brought on my way thitherward by you, if first | be somewhat 
filled with your company 


But now, he says, | take my journey! This meaning, now that the gospel has been preached to all the 
world, the fullness of the gentiles is come in. The Fruit is harvested. And so now | can come again. 


25. But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints 
And now | go unto Jerusalem, where as we read in Zechariah: 


Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in 
the day of battle. 

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east, ... (Zechariah 14:3-4 KJV) 


Continuing on we read. 
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26. For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain 
contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem 


Because, the Gentiles, Macedonia and Achaia, [two witnesses, if you will], have made the contribution 
of martyrdom in obedience to the gospel. 


How exactly is this a contribution? 


Because these martyrs contribute to the required number that must be killed. Once the remaining 
number of martyrs have come in, the Lord will arise and take vengeance for their spilled blood. 


God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. Psalm 47:5 


When the Lord returns, he first carries out judgment on the heavenly powers, before he actually returns 
to earth. 


For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread 
upon the high places of the earth. Micah 1:3 


Why does there have to be a certain number? 


Simply because there is a certain number of His enemies that must be judged. In Isaiah 34 we read of 
this judgment. 


And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled 
together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the 
vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree 

For my sword shall be bathed in heaven .... (Isaiah 34:4-5 KJV) 


Here the context is the Second Coming. The reference to the vine and fig tree is a reference to the 
Church. So to speak of a leaf falling from the vine or a fig from the fig tree is to speak of one of the 
saints falling in martyrdom. To speak of the host of heaven falling down is to speak of the fall of one of 
the heavenly powers, wicked rulers in high places. Psalm 82 mentions this when it depicts the Lord 
pronouncing judgment on the gods. 


But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes 
Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations. (Psalms 82:7-8 KJV) 


So Isaiah is talking about the coming judgment of demonic powers of the air, [stars or hosts of 
heaven] comparing it to the martyrdom of the saints. There is a correlation between the two, then the 
number of saints has to equal or better the number of 'stars' for the judgement to be complete. Which 
means that there is a set number that must be reached. 


The Missing Ingredient 


But wait, there is a missing ingredient here. We know from reading Matthew 23 that there is another 
condition for Jesus to come to Jerusalem. He must be invited! 


O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would | have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 

Behold, your house is left unto you desolate 

For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. (Matthew 23:37-39 KJV) 


That condition is met, | believe in the passage we quoted from Zecharaiah above, describing how the 
Jews will be grafted back in. 


And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem 

And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
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in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. (Zechariah 12:9-10 
KJV) 


The fullness of the Jews implies that they will indeed call upon him saying Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 


The Second Coming 


Once the powers of heaven are fallen, the blindness is lifted. The heavens are open and then the Lord 
pours out the spirit of grace and of supplications upon his brethren, kinsmen according to the flesh. 
This initiates the Second Coming. 


If the blindness is lifted earlier or by some other means, the fullness of the Jews would come before 
the fullness of the gentiles, leaving many unsaved. This is why the Second Coming awaits the fullness 
of the Gentiles. 


26. For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain 
contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem 


27. It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have 
been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them 
in carnal things 

28. When therefore | have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, | will 
come by you into Spain 

29. And | am sure that, when | come unto you, | shall come in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ. Romans 15:8-29 


Summary: 


Paul's proposed journey in the Book of Romans is an allegory for the Second Coming Of Christ. The 
reasons for his [Jesus} delay have to do with things that must happen before he returns. Paul's first 
stop on the trip is Jerusalem, where Jesus will also again set foot on the mount of olives. 


The people of Macedonia and Achaia represent the gentile church, and the poor saints at Jerusalem 
are the Jews who get saved at the very end. The gentiles contribution to those at Jerusalem is the 
sacrifice of their lives under end time persecution. These are the overcomers who ‘avenge not 
themselves’ but ‘give place to wrath’ because ‘they loved not their lives even unto death’. 


Revelation speaks of a certain number of martyrs that must be killed, during the end times, before 
God will avenge their blood. Once this remaining number comes in, things start to happen very rapidly. 
This remaining number of martyrs is what is spoken of in Romans 11 as the fullness of the Gentiles. 
And when they come in means they are harvested into heaven, by martyrdom. After this the blindness 
over Israel will be removed, so they can see clearly their need to call upon the Lord for their salvation. 


How does this happen? We know that when the Lord returns, he first carries out judgment on the 
heavenly powers, before he actually returns to earth. This is important because it is these heavenly 
powers that form the veil of spiritual blindness over Israel, so that removing them removes the veil. 
Why then does he wait for a certain number of martyred saints before taking action? 


A clue is found in Isaiah [34:4], where he speaks of stars falling from heaven as a leaf falling off the 
vine, or a fig off a fig tree. The stars falling from heaven are ruling demonic powers coming down. The 
leaves falling off the vine are saints which are martyred. If there is a correlation between the two, then 
the number of saints has to equal or better the number of 'stars' for the judgement to be complete. 
Which means that there is a set number that must be reached. This only happens by a great end time 
harvest with multitudes getting saved and then martyred so the fullness of the gentiles comes in. 


Once the wicked rulers in high places are disposed of, the veil is removed from Israel and they are 
grafted back into the body of Christ, the olive tree {Romans 11]. This is referred to as life from the 
dead, and has a double meaning. You see, this also speaks of the resurrection of the saints at this 
time. Which is followed right away by the translation or rapture of the remnant of the saints who are still 
left alive after all the persecution. All of which takes place just before the Second Coming. 
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Israel - Replacement or Restoration? 
Bill Somers 


Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. 


Romans 11:28 
28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, 
they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 


For this article, the Lord has instructed us to deal with, or target, the doctrine of Replacement 
Theology. This is the teaching that says, because Israel broke their covenant with God, that they are 
forever, irrevocably cut off from the covenant promises of God. We are going to look at it in a couple 
forms and consider several levels of argument against it. 


We will mention some articles by various writers as we go along, for convenience, we'll list the 
references first, plus a couple other interesting tidbits, with links directly to those files. 


References and recommended reading. 


Clarence Wagner The Error Of Replacement Theology 


Michael L Brown Has God Forsaken His People? 
Derek Prince Israel's Restoration 


Asher Intrater The Destiny Of Nations 
Bill Somers The Passover Pattern 


Bill Somers The Shape of Things To Come 

Rimona Frank State of Affairs 

David Silver Israel And The Church 

Reuven Doron The Hebraic Roots Of Replacement Theology 


Jack Farber Israel's Revival is Coming 
David Michael The Vision of the Return of Christ 


The first step is to consider the source of the teaching. The second is to look at the fruit of it. We'll 
examine how it fails to consider both sides of the question, the outer appearance and the inner 
remnant, and how it does not consider the typology of Israel and The Church. Finally we will look at 
scriptural refutations and examine the end time pattern closely. Also we will not waste any time 
quibbling over who is a Jew, or who is a Hebrew, or who is an Israelite. 


So what is Replacement Theology? 
We will look at several definitions. 


Michael L Brown writes: 

Look at how relevant God’s prophetic word is to our day and age. For centuries the Church, in 
arrogance, because of ignorance, claimed that she alone was the true Israel, that she had 
replaced the ancient covenant people. The Church taught that it was the Christians alone who 
were the true Jews. (How strange that these Christians were not claiming to be Jewish during 
the Holocaust!) The Church taught emphatically that the physical people of Israel (those who 
were ethnically Jewish and those who joined the nation through conversion to Judaism) were 
eternally rejected. 


Here’s a quote from a group that teaches Replacement Theology. 


"Whatever the Jews, as a nation, may do, now or in the time to come, is in no way related to 
the former promises made to them. With the crucifixion of Christ they forever forfeited their 
special position as God's chosen people. Any idea that the return of the Jews to their ancestral 
home, that is, to the new state of Israel, may in any way be related to Bible prophecy is the 
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product of wishful thinking on the part of misguided, even if sincere, religious enthusiasts, and 
is without valid Scriptural foundation." (Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, Vol. 4, p. 
33) 


Note what's being said here in that last quote from a solid Replacement Theology church. That is: The 
restoration of the Nation and State of Israel has nothing to do with bible prophecy. Talk about denying 
the obvious! That's like saying lightning has nothing to do with thunder 


Derek Prince writes: 

In ministering to the body of Christ, | have discovered that many Christians find fault with God 
because He is restoring the Jewish people—and they feel the Jews don’t deserve it. But that is 
the very essence of favor: getting what you don’t deserve. One result of that way of thinking is 
“replacement theology,” which claims that because the Jews have fallen out of favor with God, 
all of their promises default to the church. 


By implication, “the church” does deserve God’s favor. But this leaves me with an unresolved 
problem. In more than sixty years of ministry, | have yet to discover a church that actually does 
deserve God's favor. 


Note here how Prince, with elegant simplicity, nails the key issue of grace, Gods undeserved favor. 
He says the very essence of favor: getting what you don’t deserve. 


Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 


It was Derek Prince who came up with the idea of parallel restoration. That is that Israel is being 
restored and at the same time the Church is being restored. This was based on comparisons of 
parallel events in recent history. Zionism became popular early in the 20'" century while the church 
was having a the great Pentecostal revival. Israel became a state about the time of the great postwar 
healing revival. The recapture of Jerusalem took place about the time of the Charismatic renewal. So 
restoration was happening to both groups at the same time. 

Back to our topic. 


Clarence H. Wagner, Jr. writes: 

Perhaps you have heard of the term Replacement Theology. However, if you look it up ina 
dictionary of Church history, you will not find it listed as a systematic study. Rather, itis a 
doctrinal teaching that originated in the early Church. It became the fertile soil from which 
Christian anti-Semitism grew and has infected the Church for nearly 1,900 years. 


Replacement Theology was introduced to the Church shortly after Gentile leadership took 
over from Jewish leadership. What are its premises? 


He lists 5: 


1. Israel (the Jewish people and the land) has been replaced by the Christian Church in the 
purposes of God, or, more precisely, the Church is the historic continuation of Israel to the 
exclusion of the former. 

2. The Jewish people are now no longer a "chosen people." In fact, they are no different from 
any other group, such as the English, Spanish, or Africans. 

3. Apart from repentance, the new birth, and incorporation into the Church, the Jewish people 
have no future, no hope, and no calling in the plan of God. The same is true for every other 
nation and group. 

4. Since Pentecost of Acts 2, the term "Israel," as found in the Bible, now refers to the Church. 

5. The promises, covenants and blessings ascribed to Israel in the Bible have been taken 
away from the Jews and given to the Church, which has superseded them. However, the Jews 
are subject to the curses found in the Bible, as a result of their rejection of Christ. 
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There is one more form of Replacement thinking that is sometimes found in the writings of teachers 
who are strongly anti-dispensational or anti pretrib rapture. This variation says that the Church has not 
replaced Israel but that the Church is Israel. By this they mean that God’s covenant was never with the 
people of Old Israel as a whole but only with those within that nation who were truly believers. And so 
the congregation of Israel today consists of all the believers who put their faith in Jesus. So that we call 
the church as a believing body is just a continuation of the congregation of Israel from old testament 
times. That’s what they mean by saying the church is Israel. 


Wagner puts it like this: the Church is the historic continuation of Israel to the exclusion of the former 


We will look more at this idea later. Now while this is not strictly saying the church has replaced Israel, 
the results are the same as far as the attitude toward modern Israel. Modern Israel is totally 
disregarded. 


Pt. One. The Source Of This Teaching. 


Sometimes it’s a good idea to consider the source. Who teaches and believes Replacement 
Theology? 


Below is a list of the 25 largest churches in America. [I don’t have any data for worldwide 
membership.] The churches that are highlighted in bold or have an ‘R’ after them are confirmed 
replacement theology churches. 


U.S. Membership Denominational Ranking: 
Largest 25 Denominations 
2004 Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches 


The Roman Catholic Church - 66,407,105 ‘R’ 

Southern Baptist Convention ? 16, 427, 736 

The United Methodist Church - 8,251,042 ‘R’ 

The Church of God in Christ - 5,499,875 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints - 5,410,544 ‘R’ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America - 5,038,006 ‘R’ 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. - 5,000,000 

National Baptist Convention of America, Inc. - 3,500,000 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) - 3,407,329 ‘R’ 

10. Assemblies of God - 2,687,366 

11. The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod - 2,512,714 ‘R? 

12. African Methodist Episcopal Church - 2,500,000 ‘R’ 

13. National Missionary Baptist Convention of America - 2,500,000 
14. Progressive National Baptist Convention Inc. - 2,500,000 

15. The Episcopal Church - 2,333,628 ‘R’ 

16. Churches of Christ, Corsicana, Texas - 1,500,000 ‘R’ 

17. Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - 1,500,000 ‘R’ 

18. Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. - 1,500,000 

19. American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. - 1,484,291 

20. African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church - 1,430,795 ‘R’ 

21. United Church of Christ - 1,330,985 ‘R’ 

22. Baptist Bible Fellowship International - 1,200,000 

23. Christian Churches and Churches of Christ, Joplin, Mo. -‘R’ 1,071,616 
24. Jehovah's Witnesses - 1,022,397 ‘R’ 

25. Church of God, Cleveland, Tenn., - 944,857 


SPONOAKRWN SD 


So what is the point here? 
The churches that embrace Replacement Theology 14, out of 25, are in general, not Spirit Filled. Also 
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the ministries and teachers that you see embrace Replacement Theology are usually not Spirit Filled. 


On the other side, most of those in this list that are not in boldface are dispensational in doctrine. They 
are various brands of Baptist, and Pentecostal churches [Bapticostal] They teach pretrib, and 
emphasize a strict division between Israel and the Church. You will find that while all these are well 
versed in the word of God, they are still a bit immature when it comes to understanding that word. The 
Baptists are certainly not Spirit Filled and the Pentecostals have all, for some odd reason, borrowed 
their teachings on prophecy from their doctrinal enemies. Go figure! 


Well you may say, who does that leave? Well it leaves a great number of Spirit Filled teachers and 
prophetic ministries, who actually hear from God. Furthermore, rarely, if ever, will you find any of these 
ever teaching Replacement. Quite the contrary, they will usually emphasize support for Israel. And they 
will share God’s heart for the salvation of the Jewish people. That should be a big clue; in fact that 
should be all the convincing you need. Man can argue scriptures with earthly wisdom but He that Hath 
an Ear will hear. 


To put it another way, Replacement Theology is a product of man’s wisdom, or maybe it’s a doctrine 
of demons. Either way, looking at the source tells us a lot. Mature Ministries that draw upon God’s 
‘wisdom from above’ do not teach this doctrine. 


Pt. Two — The Fruit of Replacement Theology 
Matthew 7:20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 


Briefly, The Fruit of Replacement Theology is Anti-Semitism and persecution of the Jews. Beside that, 
it introduces utter confusion into prophetic studies. Of course eschatology, i.e. prophetic studies of the 
end times, is full of utter confusion anyway! This just muddies the waters even more. 


Christian Anti-Semitism through the centuries. 


The antagonism towards the Jews quickly became a theme among the early church fathers. Among 
the first were: 

Justin Martyr (c. AD 160) 

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon (c. AD 177) 

Tertullian (AD 160-230) 

Hilary of Poitiers (AD 291-371) 

Eusebius In the early 4th century 

St. Jerome (AD 347-407) 

Gregory of Nyssa, Bishop of Cappadocia (died AD 394), 

John Chrysostom, the Bishop of Antioch, at the end of the 4th century 

and the great St. Augustine who tackled this issue in his "Sermon Against the Jews." 


Anti Jewish rhetoric was present in the Church Council in Elvira (Spain) in AD 305, the Edict of Milan 
issued in AD 313 and the Council of Nicea (AD 325). 
By the Middle Ages, the teachings of Christian anti-Semitism were solidly established. 


The result of these anti-Jewish teachings continued onwards throughout Church history, producing 
such events and actions as the Crusades, the Inquisition, the ghettoes, the pogroms. Even the great 
Martin Luther and other reformation leaders fell into this error. 


Ultimately, the Hitler Holocaust was ‘justified’ by such thinking. Today we also see it in the writings of 
those who deny that Israel has any right to the land, or any right to exist. Some even go so far as to 
openly side with Islamic Palestinian activists in opposing Israel. 


Clarence Wagner writes about the bad fruit in greater detail. : 


What Happens When the Church Replaces Israel? 
1) The Church becomes arrogant and self-centered. 
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2) It boasts against the Jews and Israel. 

3) It devalues the role of Israel or has no role for Israel at all. 

4) These attitudes result in anti-Semitism in word and deed. 

5) Without a place for Israel and the Jewish people today, you cannot explain the Bible 
prophecies, especially the very specific ones being fulfilled in Israel today. 

6) Many New Testament passages do not make sense when the Jewish people are replaced 
by the Church. 

7) You can lose the significance of the Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament, for today. 
Many Christians boast of being a New Testament (NT) Christian or a NT Church as in the 
Book of Acts. However, the Bible of the early Church was not the New Testament, which did 
not get codified until the 4th century, but rather the Hebrew Scriptures. 

8) You can lose the Hebraic/Judaic contextualization of the New Testament, which teaches 
us more about Yeshua and how to become better disciples. 

9) The Church loses out on the opportunity to participate in God's plan and prophecy for the 
Church, Israel and the world today. 


Of this list, 3 and 5 stand out especially. If you follow Replacement Theology you get to a point where 
you teach that God has no end time dealings with Israel at all. You can’t explain the prophecies being 
fulfilled today. You have to argue that the rebirth of Israel in 1948 has nothing to do with prophecy. And 
you have to explain away a host of other passages and prophecies still remaining to be fulfilled. The 
battle of Armageddon for example, gets ‘spiritualized away’ by some writers. Some, called preterists, 
even go so far as to try and make you think that all of Revelation has already happened and Jesus has 
already returned! Like they say, be careful where you buy a used car! 


Pt. Three — The Outer Appearance And The Inner Remnant 


Asher Intrater in his article The Destiny of Nations states that in every nation there are two groups of 
people in God’s view. They are the general population and the believing remnant. The general 
populace is the mass of sinful rebellious people [like an outer shell] and a group of true born-again 
followers of Jesus [the inner core]. Of course God sees and deals with both. Man usually misses it. 


1st Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature; because | have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 


He gives China as one example, a very wicked national government over a nation that has a very 
large underground church. His second example is the Palestinians, of all people. Here the leaders 
openly practice terror and oppression, yet there is a remnant of faithful Christian Arabs amongst them. 


Then he challenges us to examine our attitude toward Israel. Do we see a nation led by atheist 
politicians and unbelieving Rabbi's? Or, do we see that there is a believing remnant there. He cites 
the Lord’s rebuke to Elijah, as quoted in Romans 11 as a corrective example. 


Romans 11:2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the 
scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, 

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and | am left alone, and 
they seek my life. 

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? | have reserved to myself seven thousand 
men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace. 


Israel idolatry and Replacement theology. 
If we miss seeing this we may end up in one of two errors that are polar opposites. Let me quote him 
directly. 


If you continue to try to see the spiritual destiny and purpose of Israel by looking only at the 
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unbelievers, you will only get confused either on one side or the other. Either you might become 
an "Israel-worshipper"; in which case you might start believing that a right-wing politician or 
religious rabbi is saved just because he can quote some things from the Bible. 


On the other hand, you might end up in "Replacement Theology", rejecting God's plan for Israel 
altogether because you say, ‘These people are not spiritual and not believers in Yeshua. 
Therefore they can't be Israel; and God has no special destiny for this nation.’ That is also a 
grave mistake. Both Israel idolatry and Replacement theology are errors. Both come from the 
mistake of missing the role of the Messianic remnant within the nation. The Messianic 
Remnant provides the correction for both Israel idolatry and Replacement theology. 


Israel Idolatry is the unquestioning support of the State of Israel as a political entity, regardless of it’s 
policies. It is going far beyond supporting Israel and affirming her right to exist. In some cases this is 
called Christian Zionism. Commonly it’s a byproduct of dispensationalism, [try saying that 3 times real 
fast], which teaches the pre-tribulation rapture. 


Replacement theology, as we have seen, goes back much farther in history. But in our time it is 
strengthened by a backlash [over-reaction] against dispensationalism. 


Intrater sees the role of the Messianic remnant in Modern Israel to be the same as the remnant’s was 
in the time of Elijah, and the time when the book of Romans was written. And the existence of this 
remnant is why God has not cast off his people. 


Pt. Four — Typology of Israel and the Church. 

Types are pictures, figures, images, or patterns. The trendy buzzword for type is paradigm. The idea 
is derived from the word for footprint. A footprint gives the outline of the foot that made it; it’s just that 
the outline is not always a perfect outline. So type in a typewriter or in printing leaves a footprint on the 
page in the shape of the piece of type that made it. There is a built in vagueness that limits what you 
can do with types. The idea of a type comes into play when there are two things that resemble each 
other in some way, but not necessarily all. You can get the idea from the word similitude which is used 
in one place in the King James Version; it just means a comparison of things that are similar. 
Allegories are stories involving types, so are parables. 

The idea that there is typology when it comes to Israel and the Church is contained in the following 
verse from first Corinthians, here the key word is example. 


First Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they 
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 


This scripture is speaking of things that happened to the people of Israel that Moses led out of Egypt, 
and to Israel in general as recorded in the old testament. We must look upon them as examples and 
warnings for the church, especially as we move into the end times. This should serve as a clue that 
Israel can be considered as a type of the church. Here are some points to compare. 


Israel is a group of people separated out from among all the nations to be holy unto the Lord. 


The Church is also a group of people called out from among the nations of the world to be a special 
and holy before God. 


Israel’s history is a continual cycle of falling away and coming back to God. God moves mightily on 
behalf of his people and delivers them from oppression. The following generation forgets God, and 
they are eventually turned over to an oppressor. Then the people return to God and cry for mercy. Then 
God delivers them once again. 


The Church has a similar history of backsliding and revival in cycles. God grants a revival or 
awakening and many are saved. Later the people backslide again. As conditions get worse, some 
begin to pray and God visits them with another revival. 


Israel is and was dedicated to God but always wanted to be like all the other nations. 
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The Church is supposed to be separate and not like the world, but is always slipping into worldly 
ways. 


Israel is waiting for the coming of the Messiah. 
The Church is waiting for the Second Coming of The Lord Jesus Christ. 


Basically typology is a comparison or analogy. Old testament scripture that speaks of Israel or of 
certain places in Israel denotes God’s people. Since we understand that the church is God’s people, 
much of this scripture also can speak to the church. The typology of Israel and the Church also means 
that references to Israel, Jerusalem, Zion and the Temple, when they are prophetic, will often also refer 
to the Church. See my article, The Shape of Things To Come. 


Typology must be witnessed by the Holy Spirit. Many cannot grasp it because they are using man’s 
logic. For example, we say Israel is a type of the church. This means there are scriptures where Israel 
is mentioned and we can see, if we have eyes to see, that these apply equally to the church. Yet man’s 
logic insists on all or none. It is based purely on our own limited understanding. When someone finds 
a scripture where ‘Israel’ clearly does not apply, they toss out the whole idea. 


For example, the first time we find the word /srael is in Genesis 32. 


Genesis 32:28 
28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast 
thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 


Here the scoffer would say that according to typology, God is saying Thy name shall be called no 
more Jacob, but the Church. Well that’s just plain silly! Let’s use a little of that rare commodity, 
common sense, people! 


Here are other verses where it’s perfectly acceptable to substitute ‘the church’ for ‘Israel’. 


Psalms 22:3 
3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. 


Luke 1:68 
68 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, 


Ezekiel 43:10 
10 Thou son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of 
their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern. 


Daniel 9:11 

11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy 
voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses 
the servant of God, because we have sinned against him. 


So what is what? 
If the church has not replaced Israel, then what? Some say the Church is the church and Israel is Israel; 
they are totally different. Others say the church is Israel. Which is it? 


Intrater provides us with one way to resolve this. You can look at physical Israel and compare it with 
the physical or cultural church. Clearly these are different. But if you look at the believing remnant, the 
spiritual side, then they are the same. 


We can say that the Church is the continuation of ancient Israel but not to the exclusion of modern or 
ethnic Israel. But we're talking about the believing remnant of the church as a continuation of the 
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believing remnant of ancient Israel. This should be clear enough since we mean those who are 
standing on faith in the promises, and Habakkuk 2: says this. 


Habakkuk 2:4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live 
by his faith. 


And Hebrews 10 quotes this verse. 


Hebrews 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him. 


God’s People 

A third way to look it is to say Israel and the Church are related by typology. Since we understand that 
Israel is God’s people, and we know that the church is God’s people, much of the scripture that talks 
about Israel also can speak to the church. New testament scripture tells us that the church is to be 
God’s dwelling place, a temple made up of living stones. This means that any old testament scripture 
which refers to God’s dwelling place, can also speak to the church. The dwelling place can be 
describes as a tent, a tabernacle, a house or a temple. One common use of types of this sort is when 
people quote Haggai and apply it to the church. 


Haggai 2:9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD 
of hosts: and in this place will | give peace, saith the LORD of hosts. 


Here Haggai is speaking of the rebuilt temple after the exiles returned from Babylon. Using typology, 
you substitute ‘church’ for ‘house’ and contrast the former and latter in a special way. Since ‘latter’ is 
used to mean latter day or end time, the ‘latter house’ therefore speaks of the end time church, and 
the former house speaks of the early church. Presenting it this way makes this scripture from Haggai 
a prophetic verse that in effect says the following. The glory of the end time church will be greater than 
that of the early church. Notice that typology is used twice here. First to compare the house of God, the 
temple with the church, and secondly to use the early church as a type of the end time church. 


We mentioned earlier that God’s people are a group called out from among the nations. The first 
instance is Israel, which God chose from among the nations to be a holy people. The second instance 
is the church, who are the called out ones, believers from all nations. The third instance is the USA, 
made up of peoples from all nations. The pattern is the same in each case. 


If we look these as Intrater suggests, the pattern continues. Each one has two elements, the outer 
appearance and the inner remnant. The institutional church, i.e. the ‘church system’ or organized 
religion is corrupt and ripe for judgment. At the same time the inner remnant is interceding to delay or 
mollify that judgment. Outwardly the USA, [and the other nations] are corrupt and ripe for judgment. 
While the inner remnant yet intercedes. The church system is often seen as Babylon; while many 
others offer proof that the USA is Babylon. Since the pattern is the same, could both be correct? 


The Church of Israel? 

The terms kahal [congregation in Hebrew], church [English], and ecclesia [called out in Greek] all 
mean the same thing. Only today we see a nation and people of Israel and a global movement of 
Christianity not linked to any one nation or people. 


God’s Israel or God’s people. These should be seen as one group, the elect of God. This is so even if 
they are from Pre-Flood times, Old testament, New testament or End times. [so called tribulation 
saints] 


Did the Church begin at Pentecost? Some say yes in Acts 2 and others say yes, in Exodus. But if 
God’s people are one group, then it goes back all the way to Adam and includes anyone who was 
justified by having faith in God’s promises. Like they say, it all depends on what you mean. So be 

careful when jumping to conclusions. Which is exactly what replacement theology does. 


Judgment Begins At The House Of God 
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We spoke of scriptures that speak directly of Israel also possibly applying to the church. Here are a 
pair of verses, saying about the same thing, that mention Zion and Jerusalem. 


Jeremiah 26:18 Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, 
and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be 
plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as 
the high places of a forest. 


Micah 3:12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall 
become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. 


Here Zion and Jerusalem apply both to Israel and to the church. This prophecy was partly fulfilled in 
ancient times, and yet also refers to Judgments yet to come on both the church and Israel. For we 
know that judgment has to begin at the ‘house of God.’ And of course the term ‘house of God’ is 
another way of expressing ‘God’s People’ namely Israel and the church. This is how Israel and the 
church the paradox makes sense. Israel and the church are the same, yet different. 


1 Peter 4:17 
17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at 
us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 


Modern Israel and Jacob’s Trouble 
Here is a passage from Exodus that contains some prophetic typology. In this case it’s not a case of 
Israel and the Church, but ancient Israel and Modern Israel. 


Exodus 3:18-21 

18 And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, 
unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met 
with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we 
may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 

19 And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 

20 And | will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the 
midst thereof: and after that he will let you go. 


It breaks down like this. The king of Egypt is a type of Satan, and Egypt is the world. The king of Egypt 
has the Children of Israel, the Jews, in bondage [blindness]. The three days journey speaks of the end 
times. The Lord smiting Egypt with all his wonders speaks of the end time judgments of the tribulation. 
After that he will let you go speaks of the final deliverance of the Jews after the tribulation, [at the 
second coming]. This will have a bearing on the last segment of our discussion. 


Pt. Five — Refutations from Scripture — What Does the Bible Say? 
Here are the most common proof texts for Replacement Theology. 


Romans 4:13 
13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his 
seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 


This is used to shore up the claim that the Church inherits the world, and not Israel. What it is actually 
saying is the heir of the world will inherit by faith, not by the law. This does not automatically exclude 
the Jews at all. It just brings out the importance of faith. 


Matthew 21:43 
43 Therefore say | unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 


This is given to support the idea that Jesus taught that the Jews would lose their spiritual privileges, 
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and be replaced by another people. Here is the passage in context. 


Matthew 21:42-45 

42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes? 

43 Therefore say | unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder. 

45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he 
spake of them. 


Here in verse 25, you can see that Jesus is speaking of the Chief Priests and leaders of the people, 
not to the nation as a whole. 


Even if it is talking about a nation it can’t possibly mean that the church has replaced Israel. Why? 
Because the church has not brought forth the fruits of the kingdom either. Jesus can say the exact 
same thing to today’s church: The kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a new 
generation of end time overcomers who will in fact produce the fruit God is looking for. Do you see the 
typology of Israel and the Church here? The church has failed to produce, just like ancient Israel failed. 
Here ancient Israel is not an example for the church, her fate is a prophecy for the church. 


Next case: 


Romans 2:28-29 

28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward 
in the flesh: 

29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, 
and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 


Galatians 3:6-9 

6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 

8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 


Galatians 3:29 
29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 


These verses show the importance of faith being needed to inherit the promise. But they do not say 
anything about Israel being replaced by the church or cut off in any way. So go figure! 


God’s Instrument 
Some believers think of God’s people, Israel, as his servant or instrument. That is in playing a part in 
the story of mankind’s redemption. 


The land and people played the central role in the first coming of Messiah, and they are destined to 
play a central part in the Second Coming. The church also plays a part but it has not taken over 
Israel’s part. In fact several scriptures indicate that if the people of Israel are not in the Land of Israel, 
there would be no second coming of Jesus. 


Restoration Of Israel 

Here are some of the passages which speak of the restoration of Israel. Of course, it God is finished 
with Israel, how do you explain that they began to be fulfilled in the post war years? | mean how can 
someone say that the rebirth of the State of Israel in 1948 is just a coincidence? Or how can they 
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claim that it has nothing to do with bible prophecy, and still expect to be taken seriously? 


Isaiah 11:11-12 

11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, 
and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and 
from the islands of the sea. 

12 And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 


Jeremiah 16:14-15 

14 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The 
LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 

15 But, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and 
from all the lands whither he had driven them: and | will bring them again into their land that | 
gave unto their fathers. 


Jeremiah 31:35-37 

35 Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; 
The LORD of hosts is his name: 

36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also 
shall cease from being a nation before me for ever. 

37 Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the 
earth searched out beneath, | will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have 
done, saith the LORD. 


Isaiah 54:6-10 

6 For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of 
youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. 

7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will | gather thee. 

8 In a little wrath | hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I 
have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. 

9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth; so have | sworn that | would not be wroth with thee, nor 
rebuke thee. 

10 For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not 
depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that 
hath mercy on thee. 


Zechariah 10:1-6 

1 Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright 
clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 

2 For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false 
dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, 
because there was no shepherd. 

3 Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and | punished the goats: for the LORD of 
hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in 
the battle. 

4 Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him 
every oppressor together. 

5 And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets 
in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses 
shall be confounded. 

6 And | will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will 
bring them again to place them; for | have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I 
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had not cast them off: for | am the LORD their God, and will hear them. 
It would be easy to come up with dozens more quotes that say similar things. The bible is full of them. 
Here are some notes from Michael Brown: 


What if Israel broke the covenant? What would then happen to them? Listen to these 
unmistakably clear truths: "Though | completely destroy all the nations among which | scatter 
you, | will not completely destroy you. | will discipline you but only with justice; | will not let you go 
entirely unpunished" (Jeremiah. 30:11). God will completely destroy other nations, but He will 
not completely destroy Israel! He treats His people differently from other people; they are 
judged more strictly, but they will never be wiped out. 


This is not some worn-out old doctrine. It is on the increase again in our day. Yet the Lord is not 
surprised. Twenty-five hundred years ago, He already addressed this issue: 

The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: " Have you not noticed that these people are saying, 
"The LORD has rejected the two kingdoms He chose?’ So they despise My people and no 
longer regard them as a nation. This is what the LORD says: 'If | have not established My 
covenant with day and night and the fixed laws of heaven and earth, then | will reject the 
descendants of Jacob and David My servant and will not choose one of his sons to rule over 
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For | will restore their fortunes and have 
compassion on them’ " (Jer.33:23-26) 


Not only did He promise to bless Abraham and make him into a great nation; not only did He 
promise to multiply his seed; not only did He promise to make him the father of many nations; 
not only did He promise to bless those who blessed him and curse those who cursed him; He 
also promised Abraham the land of Canaan, with clearly defined borders, as an everlasting 
inheritance to his natural descendants —until this earth is no more. 


Amazingly, some teachers have tried to get out of this perpetual land promise to Israel. They 
claim that in the New Testament, neither Jesus nor the apostles ever reiterate this particular 
aspect of the covenant. But why should they reiterate it? When almost all of the New Testament 
was being written, about one million Jews were living in the Land, Jerusalem was the spiritual 
and national capitol and the Temple was still standing. And Jesus made it clear that, despite 
Jerusalem’s soon-coming destruction — a destruction that would last "until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled" — He would come back to a Jewish Jerusalem (Luke 21:24; Matt. 23:37- 
39).Obviously Jews would be in the Land! 


His covenant with Abraham is just as unconditional and everlasting as His covenant with 
David. Read Genesis 15carefully. In ancient days, that is how covenants were made. 
Sacrificial animals were cut in two and their severed bodies placed in two lines. Both parties 
entering into the covenant would then walk between the carcasses. By doing so they were 
symbolically saying, "If | break this binding agreement, if | fail to uphold my side of the pact, 
then let me suffer the same fate that these animals have suffered." But something was different 
in Genesis 15. Only God passed through the pieces! This was a one-way deal (see 
Gen.15:17-21) 


God's covenant with Abraham is just as unconditional and everlasting as His covenant with 
the Church. The Lord "saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of 
His mercy" (Titus 3:5). Praise God, we were chosen by grace! But we are not the only 
recipients of the Lord's unmerited favor. To Israel, Moses said: 


The LORD did not set His affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous 
than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because the LORD loved 
you and kept the oath He swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand 
and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt (Deut. 
7:7-8). 
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Sounds familiar, doesn’t it? God's covenants with Israel and with the Church are based on His 
promise, not our performance. 


Old Testament Israel and the new Testament Church both stood, and still stand, by grace. Both 
received God's eternal promises. Together we make up the family of God: The faithful ones of 
Israel and the chosen ones from every nation become one new man out of the two, one body, 
one people. "For through Him[Jesus!] we both have access to the Father by one Spirit" (Eph. 
2:18). Great is the wisdom of God. 


Derek Prince wrote: 


You will arise and have mercy on Zion; For the time to favor her, Yes, the set time, has 
come. Psalm 102:13 


The current restoration of the Jewish people is a unique mark of God's favor. In God’s 
calendar, there is a set time to favor Zion. | believe we are either living in it now or we are 
approaching it. 

There are two words in that verse that describe something we can never earn: favor and mercy. 
The very fact that we need mercy means we cannot earn it. 


Part 6 - Return To The Lord 


Replacement Theology affects your understanding of scripture in 2 major areas. 
1. The return of the Jews to their land, and 
2. The salvation of the Jews in the Day of the Lord. 


To put it another way the two issues are Return to the Land and Return to the Lord! Clearly a great 
number of Jews have returned to the land, and a great number more shall return in days to come. But 
also it’s quite clear that they have not yet returned to the Lord. You still have the veil of blindness on 
Israel and they are still enemies of the gospel as Romans 11 indicates. We have pretty well covered 
Return to the Land in the previous section. So let’s get into the most important area, Return to the 
Lord. 


The Redemption Of Natural Israel 
The key question is will All Israel be saved? And how and when will they be saved? Or to put it another 
way, what exactly does it mean in Romans 11 when it says: 


Romans 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: .... 


In a larger context, we have an end time sequence of events that form a finale to all that God has done. 
These are: a time of great tribulation, signs in the heavens, the second coming of Jesus Christ, the 
resurrection of the dead [life from the dead], translation of the remnant, the redemption of natural 
Israel, and the final battle. All this happens in roughly the order given. The redemption of natural Israel 
is the sticking point. It can mean one of two things. 


A. That all the Jews remaining alive after the tribulation will be saved, all at once, or it can mean: 
B. That only a tiny remnant of the Jews remaining alive at that time will be saved. 


Replacement Theology, or any theory which says that God has no more dealings with Israel will pick 
item B. This thinking is especially common to those who claim that the Church has not replaced Israel 
but that the Church is Israel. They deny that Israel has any claim to the Land, that God is through with 
them as a nation and that in the end only a remnant will be saved. And that remnant saved will be by 
means of the same repentance and acceptance of Jesus as any other people. Here they imply that it 
will only be a tiny minority, like the 2-3% of the population that are saved in normal times. This is 
stressed heavily in their writings to counter the Dispensationalist claim that ALL ISRAEL will be saved 
and have a physical earthly kingdom, ruling over the earth with Jesus as King and it’s capitol in 
Jerusalem. While the church, an entirely different entity will have a spiritual kingdom in the heavens. A 
typical case, and the source of these arguments is / Want To Be Left Behind by Ted Noel. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


The major arguments against Israel's redemption en masse are the following. 


Romans 11:26 is being misinterpreted. 

God’s covenant was only to those who believed, not to all Jews. 

Romans 9:27 states that only a remnant will be saved. 

God makes no distinction between Greek and Jew, and since he does not play favorites, he 
would not grant mass salvation to one group of people. 

e Hosea’s prophecy of restoration applies to the Gentiles, not the Jews. 


Rebuttals 
Lets start with the first, that Romans 11:26 is being misinterpreted. 


Romans 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: .... 


Some critics of this notion [mass salvation of the Jews] state that in Romans 11:26 where it says ‘And 
so all Israel shall be saved’ has two problems. First to think that ‘so’ can be understood as then when 
it should be translated as in like manner, or thusly. This approach says it means ‘in this manner all 
Israel shall be saved’. The manner in they are talking about is the process of repentance and being 
graft back into the olive tree as described in vs. 23 and 24. 


And second that ‘all Israel’ can’t possibly mean ‘all Israel’. [Duh!] No seriously, the idea is that ‘all 
Israel’ has to mean Israel and the church. In this case, one can only be talking about the believing 
remnant, not the whole of physical Israel alive at the time. Or, it must mean, all who are of Israel 
throughout the age. And this cannot be since we are told only a remnant would be saved. Do you 
follow that? 


Well lets look at the Strong’s definition of the word they translate as ‘so’ in verse 26. You'll notice the 
parts in bold show that it can be translated either or both ways. 


[Greek. 3779] houto (hoo'-to) 

adverb from 3778; in this way (referring to what precedes or follows):--after that, after (in) this 
manner, as, even (so), for all that, like(-wise), no more, on this fashion(-wise), so (in like 
manner), thus, what. 


So which way fits the context? Look again at these key verses. 


Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when | shall take away their sins. 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, 
they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 


If ‘so’ in verse 26 means ‘after that’, then ask yourself, after what? After the fullness of the Gentiles 
comes in is what. Then in following we read: There shall come ... the deliverer, who shall turn away 
ungodliness, and shall take away their sin. Three ‘shal/s’ in rapid fire succession that tell what 
happens next. So this has to be talking about a before and after situation. The sequence is that first 
the full number of Gentiles come in, then the blindness is removed from Israel and then they are 
saved, because God takes away their sin. 


Who does this happen to? Jacob! All Israel! The gentile church can’t be the subject here because, it 
happens after the fullness of the Gentiles is come in. Here are some Old Testament quotes that say 
the same thing. 
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Isaiah 59:20-21 

20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in 
Jacob, saith the LORD. 

21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and 
my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth 
and for ever. 


Jeremiah 31:34 

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 


Therefore saying Romans 11:26 means ‘then all Israel will be saved’ makes perfect sense. 


Now lets look at the question of what do we mean by ‘all in ‘all Israel’. The scripture usually cited at 
this point is from Romans 9: 


Romans 9:27 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 


The verses just before that are then taken to refer only to the salvation of the Gentiles, not the 
restoration of the Jews. [This is done in spite of the very mention of the Jews in verse 24.] 


Romans 9:24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 
25 As he saith also in Osee, [Hosea] I will call them my people, which were not my people; 
and her beloved, which was not beloved. 

26 And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my 
people; there shall they be called the children of the living God. 


Also those that argue against ALL Israel being saved have to ignore quite a few parts of the bible. 
One of them following right on after Romans 9 is Romans 10: 1 


Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. 


Here God is saying he wants Israel to be saved. [God can speak to himself in the third person and get 
away with it because he is a trinity.] 


Now lets take a closer look at the logic of saying only a remnant will be saved. One idea is that in the 
end times there will only be a small number of Jews saved, just like any other people. To accept this 
view, [B] you have to ignore a lot of scripture and interpret others in special ways. 

The other view [A] is that all Israel will be saved in the end. To see this we will look at a lot of the 
scripture that supports it. 


The support for the remnant idea is this verse from Romans 9; it refers back to Isaiah 10: 


Romans 9:27 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 


Isaiah 10:20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are 
escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but 
shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 

21 The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. 

22 For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: 
the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness. 
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23 For the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of 
all the land. 


This passage, in verse 20, is talking about a remnant of Israel that survives through a series of 
judgments and afflictions, so it is a minority of them that make up the remnant. But at the same time 
it's saying all those who are part of the remnant turn to the Lord. 


So it all hinges on your understanding of ‘all’ in ‘all Israel’. It’s clearly not all the Children of Israel from 
all time, but it certainly speaks of all of them who survive and are alive at the time. That is all of the 
remnant, not a tiny fraction. This passage from Isaiah 4 says something quite similar. He that is left in 
Zion is the same as saying all of the remnant. 


Isaiah 4: 

2 In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth 
shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. 

3 And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, 
shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem: 

4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall 
have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by 
the spirit of burning. 


Also compare the Lord shall have washed away the filth to Romans 11:27 where it says: / shall take 
away their sins. 


Romans 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 


What the Lord is saying is he will save all the remnant on that day by taking away their sins. Later we 
will look at just exactly how he does that. 


The next point to refute is this. 


e God makes no distinction between Greek and Jew, and since he does not play favorites, he 
would not grant mass salvation to one group of people over another. 


We find this in Galatians 3. [Also Colossians 3:10-11] 


Galatians 3:26-29 

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 


These verses speak of those who are already in the Kingdom and baptized into Christ. There is still a 
difference between Jew and Gentile before they come into the faith. Once again Romans 11:27 
speaks of ‘my covenant with them’ i.e. the Jews. 


Next the idea that God does not play favorites comes from such verses as these: 


Acts 10:34 
34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons: 


Romans 2:11 
11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 
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These verses are talking about individuals only, not tribes or nations, so it’s a mistake to use them in 
trying to deny God’s covenant with Israel. 


Then there is the idea that Hosea’s prophecy of salvation for those who were not my people applies to 
the Gentiles, not the Jews. Which is to say that the salvation promised in Romans 9:25 refers to the 
Gentiles mentioned in verse 24. In spite of the fact that the Jews are mentioned in verse 24 also. 


Even if you fall for that one, there are other promises of restoration found in Hosea, which clearly focus 
on the Jews; Here we go. 


Hosea 1:10 

10 Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto 
them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living 
God. 


Hosea 2:23 

23 And | will sow her unto me in the earth; and | will have mercy upon her that had not 
obtained mercy; and | will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people; and 
they shall say, Thou art my God. 


This is the verse quoted in Romans 9:25. Next quote: 


Hosea 3:5 
5 Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their 
king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days. 


Hosea 5:14-15 

14 For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, 
will tear and go away; | will take away, and none shall rescue him. 

15 | will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in 
their affliction they will seek me early. 


In the verses above, the Lord is speaking about how he will tear them as a lion, and go away till they 
repent and seek him. Below Israel is speaking about how they have been torn, and now they will seek 
their God once again. 


Hosea 6:1-3 

1 Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight. 

3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. 


Hosea 13:14 

14 I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, | 
will be thy plagues; O grave, | will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine 
eyes. 


Hosea 14:1-5 

1 O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. 

2 Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and 
receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips. 

3 Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. 
4 | will heal their backsliding, | will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him. 
5 I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 


All of these passages either mention Israel or refer to her in context. You really have to bend over 
backwards and make like an Olympic gymnast to pretend otherwise. Some of these verses can apply 
more generally, typology again, to the Church and or to the Gentiles; especially Hosea 6:1-3 . But this 
does not take away the fact that they also apply to Israel. 


Speaking of her that had not obtained mercy in Hosea 2:23 is a cross reference to the discussion in 
Romans 11. 


Romans 11:7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election 
hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded 


Romans 11:30-31 

30 For as ye [Gentiles] in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief: 

31 Even so have these [Israel] also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may 
obtain mercy. 


Blindness and Restoration 


There is a passage in Micah 5 that provides a major clue to what is going on here. Verse 2 is usually 
the only one quoted; because it speaks of the birth of Jesus, prophesying that it will take place in 
Bethlehem. Verse 3 is a little harder to figure. It concerns the blindness and restoration of Israel to 
take place at the second coming. And verse 4 alludes to the Glory of the Second Coming. 


Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: 
then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 

4 And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 
LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 


Here in Micah 5 verse 2 is the Father speaking prophetically of his son who was to be born in 
Bethlehem. He is said to come forth unto me meaning he will come out of Bethlehem and return to the 
father. He is to be ruler in Israel meaning he shall reign as King of Kings, the Messiah spoken of in 
Isaiah 9. 


Isaiah 9: 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 


Also to say his goings forth are from old, and everlasting, is clearly referring to an eternal being, one 
of the trinity. 


Then in verse 3 we read Therefore will he give them up. ‘He’ of course refers to Jesus, the Messiah 
in his earthly ministry at the first coming. ‘Therefore he will give them up’ speaks of giving up Israel 
because they rejected him at the first coming. He is giving them up but only for a certain time; until the 
time that she which travaileth hath brought forth. The giving up is a reference to the blindness spoken 
of in Romans 11. 
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Romans 11:7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election 
hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. 

9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a 
recompence unto them: 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. 

11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 


Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 


Romans verse 25 mentions the fullness of the Gentiles, and notice how verse 12 mentions the fullness 
of the Jews. The number of Israeli’s [Israelites] to be saved is called the fullness or the full number or 
the full completion. The word used here can also be translated multitude, a lot of people. 


The second part of Micah 5:3 reads until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth. This 
tells us that the time of the fullness of the gentiles, which leads to the removing of the blindness, is 
linked to the time that she which travails has brought forth. So what's that all about? 


Travail refers to the pain of childbirth. It can be used describing judgment coming on someone, or 
describing the process of intercessory prayer or repentance. Here are some quotes on travail. In 
Galatians it is used speaking of intercession. In the quotes following it tells of repentance. In John, 
travail is linked with sorrow, and in Second Corinthians sorrow is linked with repentance. Then in 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Revelation it speaks of she which travaileth. 


Galatians 4:19 
19 My little children, of whom | travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you, 


John 16:20-22 

20 Verily, verily, | say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: 
and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as 
she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is 
born into the world. 

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, 
and your joy no man taketh from you. 


2 Corinthians 7:10 
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death. 


Isaiah 66:8 

8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to 
bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children. 


Jeremiah 4:31 

31 For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth 
forth her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth 
her hands, saying, Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of murderers. 
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Revelation 12:1-2 

1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 


Zion here can mean Israel, the church or both. Travail is a purging process that goes with repentance. 
So the passage from Isaiah is talking about travail and repentance producing results in one day. And 
the whole passage in Micah 5:3 is saying He will give them up until they repent! We are looking 
forward to a time when the blindness or hardness will be removed from Israel. As this happens, the 
heavens are open and the light of the gospel will be free to shine upon those who before were 
enemies of the gospel. How can this be done for an entire nation or people at once? 


Granting Repentance 

Romans 11.15 where it talks about Israel’s acceptance meaning ‘life from the dead’ speaks of all 
Israel as all those who are still in unbelief. But they don’t just repent all on their own because it 
suddenly sounds like a cool thing to do. And they don't just all of a sudden repent all on their own to 
call on God because they are surrounded by enemy armies with no chance of survival. At Masada, 
they chose another option. 


No that’s not what happens. They repent because God grants repentance. Romans 11:23 says ‘God 
is able to graft them back in again’. That is God does it, for his names sake, by granting repentance. 
He takes away their sin, because that is what he promised when he promised the new covenant. 


There are many places where God calls for repentance in his word. Certain passages make it clear 
that a special grace is also needed. God is able to graft them in again because he can grant them 
repentance. Here are some passages that deal with the idea of God granting repentance. 


Acts 5:31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 


Acts 11:18 When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. 


Romans 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 


2 Corinthians 7:9 Now | rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to 
repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by 
us in nothing. 

10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow 
of the world worketh death. 


2 Timothy 2:25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 


The Promise 
In Genesis 12 the Lord makes a multi part promise to Abraham. 


Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed. 


Let’s focus on the final part of that promise, the blessing to all the families on earth. Galatians 3 talks 
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about it as follows. 


Galatians 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness. 

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 

8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall 
live by faith. 


Here the meaning of the blessing is spelled out. That God would justify the heathen by faith. Also in 
verse 8, this promise is described as the gospel! [In old testament texts you will find the phrase glad 
tidings. ] 


The gospel, then is a promise to the nations that they would be justified and receive this blessing, if 
they have faith like Abraham. For Abraham believed God and this was accounted as his 
righteousness, verse 6. 


What God promised to Israel is to become a great nation, inherit the land of Canaan and to be a 
blessing to the nations. Is there an explicit promise of salvation? Is Israel among the nations to be 
blessed? 


To put it another way, will a// Israel be justified by faith. When the son of man comes will he find faith? 


Luke 18: 

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them? 

8 | tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth? 


Is there an explicit promise of salvation? A very clear one is found in Daniel; one which is to follow a 
time of great trouble. [Tribulation] 


Daniel 12.1: 

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of 
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 
even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall 
be found written in the book. 


Once again we are looking at the idea of mass salvation of Israel after the tribulation, at the second 
coming. Let’s look at exactly how the blindness is removed, and repentance is granted at the time of 
the second coming. 


Removing the Veil. 
That blindness on the part of Israel is symbolized by a veil. Here we find it mentioned in second 
Corinthians. 


2 Corinthians 3:13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel 
could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in 
the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 

16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 
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The key idea here is the blindness is removed when Israel’s heart returns to God. 


In the Gospels Jesus weeps over Jerusalem, knowing they will miss the time of their visitation. Then 
he states a condition they must meet before he will come to them again. And in the same breath, he 
prophesies that they will meet that condition at a set time. The condition is that they must call upon 
him, saying: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. The time for this to happen comes, 
as we read in Romans 11 above, after the fullness of the gentiles comes in. Then follows the 
completion of the redemption of natural Israel. This is a key factor in the Second Coming. 


Luke 13: 

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto 
thee; how often would | have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood 
under her wings, and ye would not! 

35 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily | say unto you, Ye shall not see 
me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. 


Deuteronomy 4:30-31, 

"When you [Israel] are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter 
days, you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice. For the Lord your God is 
a compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you nor forget the covenant with your 
fathers which He swore to them." [Some translations say: if you will return.] 


Zechariah 1 
3 Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the 
LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. 


Here the word for turn can also be translated return. And seeing it this way makes it a direct reference 
to the second coming. This really blew me away when | first saw it. Like God is saying to Israel: 
Return to me and I will return to you. Luke 13:35 quoted above says you won't see me again till 
you repent and say Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Which means that when you 
repent, etc. you will see me again. And here in Zechariah 1 he is saying when you repent, | will return. 
Exactly the same thing! And here is how he grants that repentance: 


Zechariah 12:10 

And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 


Revelation 1 refers to the same scripture. 


Revelation 1 
7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 


Here are a few more references that link the redemption of Israel with the second coming. 


Jeremiah 50: 

4 In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they and 
the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD their 
God. 


Jeremiah 50: 
20 In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, 
and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will pardon 
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them whom | reserve. 


Amos 4: 

12 Therefore thus will | do unto thee, O Israel: and because | will do this unto thee, prepare to 
meet thy God, O Israel 

13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man 
what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of 
the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name. 


Here in Amos, verse 12 speaks of Israel meeting their God while verse 13 where it says maketh the 
morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth speaks of the second coming. In 
effect this is saying Israel will meet their God at the second coming. 


A Wrap Up 

Let’s spell this all out very clearly. God grants repentance to ‘all Israel’ just prior to his second coming. 
He does this by removing the blindness and pouring out his spirit on them as a group. Then they ‘look 
unto the hills’ and call upon Jeshua, the salvation of YHVH and declare: Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Replacement theology and it’s variants would deny this, but the bible indicates 
otherwise. 


Ezekiel 39: 

25 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Now will | bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have 
mercy upon the whole house of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name; 

26 After that they have borne their shame, and all their trespasses whereby they have 
trespassed against me, when they dwelt safely in their land, and none made them afraid. 

27 When I have brought them again from the people, and gathered them out of their 
enemies’ lands, and am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations; 

28 Then shall they know that | am the LORD their God, which caused them to be led into 
captivity among the heathen: but | have gathered them unto their own land, and have left 
none of them any more there. 

29 Neither will | hide my face any more from them: for | have poured out my spirit upon the 
house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD. 


Summation 

1. We know the Spirit is needed to properly understand scripture. Also, we can see that Replacement 
Theology comes from sources that are not likely to be hearing from the Spirit. 

2. The fruit or results of Replacement Theology are a lot of really bad news. 

3. The theory of Replacement Theology does not take the believing remnant into account. 

4. Replacement Theology has no grasp of typology. Hence it has very limited understanding of the 
word. This is a direct result of point 1 above. 

5. It’s very easy to find bible verses that contradict Replacement Theology. 

6. Replacement Theology goes against a fundamental understanding of end time events. 


Folks, it just doesn’t cut it! 


Teachers of this theory point out that God is only in covenant with the faithful remnant, but they forget 
that His promises of restoration are to the whole people, backslidden and unbelieving enemies of the 
gospel though they may be. Otherwise how God speak of his covenant with them and speak of them 
as enemies of the gospel at the same time? 


Romans 11:32-36 

32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 

34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 

35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
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36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 
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I’m Still Not Praying For Obama 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


www.etpv.org 


Judges 10:6-7 

6 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim, and 
Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods 
of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the LORD, and 
served not him. 

7 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the 
Philistines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon. 


Judges 10:10 And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, saying, We have sinned 
against thee, both because we have forsaken our God, and also served Baalim. 


Psalms 107:13 Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of 
their distresses. 


First of all | want to thank all those who responded to my Original Article, Why | Am Not Praying For 
Obama. See Original Article Below 


We are now seeing quite a few prayers and prophecies about God somehow changing Obama. 
Some are asking God to capture his heart, save him and fill him with the Spirit. Some are 
prophesying that God is planning to do just that. This kind of talk usually lasts about two months, then 
we forget about it. 


Could it be that we are thinking, well we didn’t get the man we wanted. Let’s pray that God changes 
the man we got. Then we'll have a righteous leader in power and everything will be ok, copasetic, or 
hunky dory, or sunshine and roses, and peace and prosperity will be restored. Our worries will be 
over. 


Shouldn't we be praying for mercy because we have sinned? And that God would change our 
hearts, not just Obama’s? 


At the beginning of the earlier article, we cited a rabbi’s prayer for the Tsar. 
May The Lord God bless and keep the Tsar - - - far from our village. 


Here is a perfect example of a religiously correct, hypocritical prayer. One that is prayed out of a 
sense of obligation. But there was no real intention to bless the Tsar there. 


Naturally I’m not pleased with the outcome of the American elections. What got to me most was all the 
talk that now we are required to pray for Obama. How to pray, what to pray, and so on. 


Legalism 
If you follow carefully what | have said in the first article, you will see that I’m coming against legalism 
and legalistic prayers. If your pastor, rabbi or leadership is calling for prayer for Obama on the basis 
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of a scripture in the written word. And if the Spirit of the Lord is leading you to pray in some other 
manner. Who do you obey? 


If you are not obeying the Spirit, isn’t that sin? That’s why we ended our list of scriptures with one that 
said: whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 


Remember, the letter of the law kills but the spirit gives life. The sermon on the mount tells us not to 
pray like the hypocrites do. Pray as the Holy Spirit leads. 


Now this idea that somehow Obama is going to change is just what people said about Bill Clinton for 
8 years. So I’m inclined to discount that possibility. There are some that say or pray that God will 
overturn the election results. Would that fix everything? 


Why Cry for Mercy? 

Let’s ask ourselves this. Have we truly humbled ourselves? Have we turned from our wicked ways? 
Have we put away our idols? Or have we prayed some little bit and then gone back to business as 
usual? 

What will be more effective, a regime change in the white house or a regime change in our hearts? 


Let’s face the music: We have sinned. And we have been turned over to an oppressor. 

Julie Meyer prophesied that When the cry for mercy is louder than the cry for change, that will tip the 
balance. Could it be that these calls to pray for Obama are just another cry for change, and God is still 
waiting, listening for the cry for mercy? 

See Ezra 9 and Daniel 9 for examples. 

PS. A Clue for the Clueless 

Take a sheet of paper and list the names of all the Christian songs that you know of that either ask 
forgiveness, cry for mercy, or express repentance. Then scratch off those that never made the 
Christian Hit Parade. 


Well, lets see, there’s The Lords Prayer, and .... 


PPS. Now if you are truly led to pray for Obama, don’t let me stop you. You may be led to pray for 
mercy at the same time, and while you are at it throw in a prayer for me too! 


Why | Am Not Praying For Obama 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


November 9, 2008 
In the musical Fiddler On The Roof, there is a point where the village rabbi is asked to pray for 
the Russian Tsar, their oppressor. What he comes up with is a sort of politically correct bit of lip 
service and sarcasm. He says: 


May The Lord God bless and keep the Tsar - - - far from our village. 


In the aftermath of this election, much of the leadership is calling us to pray for Obama as we are 
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commanded to in the word. So how can | have a problem with that, you may ask? 


| feel we must consider the whole counsel of God. In other words it also says in the word to pray the 
prayer of faith, and that without faith, it is impossible to please him. 


It also says that the word must be mixed with faith to be profitable, and that faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word. The word | am hearing is to cry for mercy. 


If | am praying dry legalistic prayers, and do not have unfeigned faith, then I’m just making a lot of 
noise. | am become as sounding brass or tinkling cymbal. 
And whatever is not of faith is sin. 


James 5:15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and 
if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 


Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 


Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 


Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 


1 Timothy 1:5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a 
good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: 


1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, | am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 


Romans 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 


Summary 
To be brutally honest, | am not walking in pure charity. And | do not have the faith to pray as we are 
being told it’s our responsibility to pray for our rulers. So why should | pretend? 
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The Ivory House 
by Bill Somers 


Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory house which he made, and all the 
cities that he built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? (1 Ki 22:39 
KJV) 


This is an attempt to relate a very unusual word from the Lord. I will include the reasoning behind it and the dramatic 
way in which He confirmed it at the conclusion. 


It is my common habit to listen to the bible on cassette tape when I am driving. Often the Lord will quicken a 
passage or impart understanding to me as I do. One day about a year ago my listening took me to the book of 
Amos, chapter 3. Here is the passage of interest. 


Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, saith the Lord GOD, the God of hosts, That in the day that I shall 
visit the transgressions of Israel upon him I will also visit the altars of Bethel: and the horns of the altar shall 
be cut off, and fall to the ground. And I will smite the winter house with the summer house; and the houses 
of ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, saith the LORD. (Amos 3:13-15 KJV) 


Now I remembered the passage quoted above from 1 Kings 22, and so I knew that the mention of Ivory Houses in 
Amos was a reference to King Ahab. Now what the Lord spoke to me that was so unusual here were these three 
words: THE WHITE HOUSE. 


As I listened on the following verses at the end of chapter four aroused my interest. 


Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, 
O Israel. For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his 
thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, The LORD, The 
God of hosts, is his name. (Amos 4:12-13 KJV) 


Here what the Lord showed me was a reference to His second coming. Verse 13 can be broken down into 6 
clauses. 


For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, ... 

and createth the wind, ... 

and declareth unto man what is his thought, ... 
that maketh the morning darkness, 

and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, ... 
the LORD, The God of Hosts is his name. 


Oe a a 


Clauses 1,2,3 and 6 are essentially God revealing something about himself. In other words, The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ. Clauses 4 and 5 refer specifically to the time called the great and terrible day of the Lord. The day in which 
he will come again in glory and return to this world in his physical form. This also is the Revelation of Jesus Christ for 
in that day every eye shall see him as it says in Revelation 1:7. 


Clause 4, "that maketh the morning darkness, " speaks of turning day into night. as it says in Joel 2:31 "The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come." 


Clause 5, "and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, " speaks of the Lords judgment on the heavenly powers, 
wicked rulers in high places mentioned in Ephesians 6. In Isaiah 34:4-5 we read: "And all the host of heaven shall be 
dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off 
from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, ...." And in 
Micah 1:3 it says "For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the 
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high places of the earth." These are the high places referred to in Amos 4:13. 
So clause 4 and 5 refer to the time of the Lords physical return, what we usually call the Second Coming of Christ. 


The day the Lord physically reveals himself is also the day he reveals himself to Israel. So He says in Amos 4:12, 
" prepare to meet thy God, Oh Israel." Revelation 1:7 says, "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall 
see him, and they also which pierced him ...." 


And in Zechariah we read: 


"And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. (Zec 
12:9-10) 


Now that I've said all that, let me confess that I didn't realize at that time what the Lord was trying to tell me. In fact, 
I shared these two revelations at a home group meeting as mere curiosities, not relating them to any larger 
understanding of God's purposes. 


Shortly afterward, the Lord chided me for not realizing that this particular revelation was a confirmation of some 
earlier insights he had given me. This reinforces the idea that every revelation the Lord grants is only the foundation 
for the next one. 


Now in order to tie all this together, we need to start and the end and back track to get to our conclusion. It all 
starts with something having to do with King Jehoshaphat. 


King Jehoshaphat is first mentioned in 1st Kings 15. His story continues through until 2nd Kings 8. The story is 
repeated in 2nd Chronicles chapters 17-20. However the story in Chronicles includes a great battle against Moab, 
Ammon and their allies that is not covered in Kings. There is also a mention of Jehoshaphat in the book of Joel. 


Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause 
thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is 
ripe: come, get you down, for the press is full, the fats overflow, for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, 
multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. The sun and the 
moon shall be darkened, ....". (Joel 3:11-15) 


Now this again is a reference to the Second Coming, Here are a few cross references that make it clear. 


Zep 3:8 Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my 
determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine 
indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. 


Zec 14:2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses 
rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the 
people shall not be cut off from the city. 


Zec 14:3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of 
battle. 


Re 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and 
of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 


Re 16:16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Now all these scriptures in Joel, Zephaniah, Zechariah, Revelation (and many other places) speak of the great battle 
of Armageddon. This is because Revelation 16:16 identifies the site as Armageddon. It is sometimes called the vale 
or valley of Megiddo in the old testment. 


What puzzled me is why is it called the valley of Jehoshaphat in Joel. This could be because valley of 
Jehoshaphat was another name for Megiddo, but I could not find any reference saying this was so. Or it could be 
that the battle that Jehoshaphat fought in 2nd Chronicles 20 was fought at Armageddon. But we read in 2 Chron 
20:20, 


And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your 
God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. (AV) 


Now the wilderness of Tekoa is roughly the opposite direction from Armageddon, so that's not it. 


So I was still quite puzzled about this, being unable to figure it out by myself. Then the Lord in his mercy showed me 
that it was a tip-off. A Clue! Joel refers to this taking place in the valley of Jehoshaphat as a clue pointing out that 
the Jehoshaphat battle in Chronicles is a type or picture of the Battle of Armageddon! 


In the Battle of Armageddon, Israel will be attacked by a great multitude of nations and will have no other choice 
than to call upon the Lord to deliver her. This is the situation in 2 Chron 20. 


In Zechariah 12 we read: 


"And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications ..." 


In the battle of 2 Chronicles 20, Judah was attacked by a great multitude and had no other choice than to call upon 
the Lord. 


In 2 Chron 20 we read: 


3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 4 
And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the cities of Judah they 
came to seek the LORD. 


This exactly corresponds to the spirit of grace and of supplications that Zechariah mentions. The great victory that 
was won came because the Lord fought for his people that day, just as it is prophesied in: 


Zec 14:3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of 
battle. 


So this means that the Jehoshaphat Battle is a type or prophetic foreshadowing of Armageddon. 


Now lets start to backtrack. Why was it that Jehoshaphat had no other choice than to call upon the Lord. Because 
he was completely without any allies. If you read back in 2 Chronicles, you will see that he had just lost his only real 
ally. He had gone up to battle at Ramothgilead, with King Ahab of the northern kingdom of Israel, to fight the 
Syrians. In this battle they were defeated and Ahab was killed. The condition of Israel at that point was foretold by a 
prophet who said 


Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the 
LORD said, These have no master; let them return therefore every man to his house in peace. (2 Chron 
18:16) 


That is to say, Israel at that point, while not totally destroyed, was in Chaos, having no leadership nor military might. 
And so unable to help Judah in its crisis. 
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Now when it comes to the Battle of Armageddon, why will it be that Israel will have no choice than to call upon the 
Lord? Similarly because by that time she will have lost her only real ally, the United States. Which means that by 
then the Lord will have brought judgment on the US. 


Now this judgment's severity may be greater or lesser depending on the prayers of his people, but it must be severe 
enough to prevent the US from any military activity. So at the minimum, the US must be reduced to chaos, lacking 
leadership and military might. 


The Lord was showing me that there is an analogy between today's Israel and Jehoshaphat's Judah. That the USA 
corresponds to northern Israel under Ahab. 


Now this latest word about the Ivory House and The White House was given as a confirmation to what He had 
showed me earlier. This extended the analogy implying that the Clintons are Ahab and Jezebel and that the events 
referred to in Amos 4 are dependent on the events referred to in Amos 3. In other words the Return of Jesus Christ 
to fight for Israel at the battle of Armageddon must come after His judgment on America because that judgment sets 
the stage for the final later one. 


So he will bring judgment on the White House of Bill Clinton just as he brought judgment on the Ivory House of 
King Ahab. And that with the redemptive purpose of preserving his people in Jerusalem. 


Now some time after this, a week perhaps, I received another confirmation. In my drive time, the Lord reminded me 
of all this and led me through this entire line of reasoning. I felt a sense of excitement as it all seemed to make good 
sense. And I felt especially blessed in that He had confirmed it with the rhema word about the White House. 


Just then He prompted me to turn my car radio on to the local Christian station. As I did so, I heard the voice of J. 
Vernon McGee, on the Through the Bible Radio program. He was reading from Amos Chapter 3! And that was the 
confirmation. 

After concluding the chapter, he began to discuss how Ahab's Ivory house was located on the Hill of Samaria. A 
dominant position from which you can see many miles in all directions. He mentioned the many ivory artifacts that 
have been discovered on the site as being why it was called the Ivory House. He also commented that God's 
judgment on that site was so great that nothing was ever built there again. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Jesus In The Kitchen 


Bill Somers 


Jesus in the Kitchen or What is God cooking up anyway? 
Part One: The Pickle Recipe 


Some time back | copied the following definitions from the On Line Bible program. This definition of 
baptism came with a very interesting word study that illustrates what God is about to do in the Church. 
There are two words closely related to baptism; Bapto and Baptizo. 


quoted text--- 

baptizo {bap-tid'-zo} 

1) to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk) 

2) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one's self, bathe 
bapto {bap'-to} 

1) to dip, dip in, immerse 

2) to dip into dye, to dye, colour 


Not to be confused with baptizo. The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a text 
from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B.C. It is a recipe for making 
pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the 
vegetable should first be ‘dipped’ (bapto) into boiling water and then ‘baptised’ (baptizo) in the vinegar 
solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary. The 
second, the act of baptising the vegetable, produces a permanent change. 


When used in the New Testament, this word more often refers to our union and identification with 
Christ than to our water baptism. e.g. Mark 16:16. 'He that believes and is baptised shall be saved’. 
Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. There must be a union with him, a real 
change, like the vegetable to the pickle! Bible Study Magazine, James Montgomery Boice, May 1989. 


end of quoted text. 


The interesting idea here is that union with Christ is what He requires and when this is real there will 
come a real, permanent change in us. Like the vegetable is radically transformed, well so must we be 
transformed. 


All the great moves of God in the past have just been bapto's, temporary changes. The revivals of the 
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past have had long term permanent effects of course but the awesome holiness, the irresistible power 
of the Lord has only lingered on for short periods. 


Even this refreshing called the new wine or the river is just a bapto. A bapto is the ankle deep water of 
the river. the knee deep and waist deep, the chest deep water is still a bapto. At these levels you can 
always get back out of the water. When it gets over your head, it's baptizo. When you can no longer go 
on your own way, it's baptizo. When you have to change from walking to swimming, never to go back 
it's baptizo. It's a permanent change. It's the kingdom of God come into your life and you entering into 
the kingdom. Its the manifesting of the sons of God. 


Like the pickle is changed, we will take on the texture, the color, the taste and the aroma of the Lord 
God of Heaven. We will be like Him because we will see Him as He is. The world will forget what we 
were like before because they will see Jesus in us. 


Part Two: The Red Hot Sauce! 
The Prophetic Necktie 


One summer a few years back, | came across a pastor | knew and found him wearing a prophetic 
necktie. It seems that the Mcllheny company of Avery Island Louisiana had marketed a series of new 
products to diversify advertise and to capitalize on the name of their Tabasco sauce. These included 
ash trays, coffee cups, napkins, towels, coasters and other house-wares; and neckties. 


On this particular necktie you could see a bottle of the famous Tabasco sauce in the foreground and 
the night sky in the background. In the night sky there were 4 or 5 bright stars, and one of them was 
especially brighter than the others. Proceeding from this bright star was a ray of light that led directly 
to the Tabasco bottle. An interpretation instantly leapt to mind. So | told this pastor that his tie was 
prophetic and depicted the Bright and Morning Star [Jesus] sending down the Fire! 


God's Hot Sauce 


[reposted from an earlier article] 


In South Louisiana a standard table item is the bottle of hot sauce. Several years back while applying 
this to some of my wife's home cooking, the Lord showed me a parallel between it and the church. 
This seemed good to share at this time, as | believe we are about to see it come to pass. 


Hot sauce has three ingredients. Water, cayenne pepper and vinegar. And in these we can see a 
picture of the Church 


Water represents the people of the Church. The pepper is the fire of God, or the anointing, and 
vinegar speaks of purging or cleansing. The vinegar is needed to keep the pepper mixed in the water. 


The problem with this product is that if you let a bottle of hot sauce sit for a long time without using it 
the pepper separates out and floats to the top. There it forms a crust. Since the neck of the bottle is 
very narrow, it doesn't take much time before it is completely clogged. No hot sauce will flow if the 
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neck is clogged. 


This is like a church that has sat inside its four walls and did little or nothing to reach the outside world. 
It has become useless. 


God is desiring to use his Church to bring in a great harvest of souls in these end times, but the church 
has become like that bottle of hot sauce; clogged up and useless. 


Now imagine that the harvest is like a big plate of jambalaya. That’s a rice dish with chicken, shrimp, 
ham, pork or sausage; seasonings and spices all mixed in. And before you eat this jambalaya you 
want to spice it up a bit with some hot sauce! 


Well before God can bring in His harvest, he has to pour out his fire on the world and get some people 
saved. 


But the instrument intended for this, his Church, has become of little or no use! What will he do? 
The same as | would do with a bottle of hot sauce which was clogged up. Shake it! 


One shaking is never enough either; it takes repeated shaking to clear up the stoppage. And after 
each time you shake it you bring it very close to your face so you can see if you have cleared up the 
blockage. If it's not ready, you shake it again. 


God is about to shake his Church. And with each shaking, we will draw it closer to Himself, examine it 
and judge it. And then shake it again till its composition is restored to usability. And all the little 
fragments have been put back into the mixture where they belong. 


Then when he is ready, watch out world. His people will pour out of the old dead churches and 
astonish the world by showing them what Jesus is really like. They will be on fire for God and used 
mightily for His kingdom. Just like the burning bush, afire with the presence of God and not consumed. 
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Jehu's Wild Ride 


Bill Somers 


... the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; for he driveth furiously 


We hear and real a lot these days about the Church coming into the Third Day and the changes this 
will bring about. In this article, | want to take a look past the transformation of the Church, toward what 
this is all leading to. That is The Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight 
of all the people ..... Ex 19:11 


The quote about driving above is taken from 2 Kings Chapter 9, where we see this discussion of 
Jehu's wild ride. Here is the complete text. 


So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel; for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of 
Judah was come down to see Joram 

And there stood a watchman on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the company of Jehu 
as he came, and said, | see a company. And Joram said, Take an horseman, and send 
to meet them, and let him say, Is it peace 

So there went one on horseback to meet him, and said, Thus saith the king, Is it peace? 
And Jehu said, What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me. And the watchman 
told, saying, The messenger came to them, but he cometh not again 

Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came to them, and said, Thus saith the 
king, Is it peace? And Jehu answered, What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind 
me 

And the watchman told, saying, He came even unto them, and cometh not again: and the 
driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; for he driveth furiously 

And Joram said, Make ready. And his chariot was made ready. And Joram king of Israel 
and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, and they went out against Jehu, 
and met him in the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite 

And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he 
answered, What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her 
witchcrafts are so many 

And Joram turned his hands, and fled, and said to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O 
Ahaziah 

And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, and smote Jehoram between his arms, and the 
arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in his chariot 

Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and cast him in the portion of the field of 
Naboth the Jezreelite: for remember how that, when | and thou rode together after Ahab 
his father, the LORD laid this burden upon him 

Surely | have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, saith the 
LORD; and | will requite thee in this plat, saith the LORD. Now therefore take and cast him 
into the plat of ground, according to the word of the LORD. (2 Kings 9:16-26) 


Jehu's ride is a picture of Jesus Second Coming 


What caught my attention in this passage, and led to the Lord opening up my understanding of it, is 
the detail of Jehu's driving. This is seemingly an insignificant historical tidbit. But the point of it is that 
the people watching could tell it was Jehu coming while he was still a long ways away. They knew who 
it was before he even came close! Hallelujah! Now what does that remind you of except the Second 
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Coming? 


And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. Mt 24:30 


And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Lu 
21:27 


Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. Re 1:7 


So the way Jehu drives is not just some trivial tidbit, but a vital clue that this entire story has end time 
meaning. The story continues through chapter 9 and into chapter 10 up to verse 28, where it says: 


Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 2 Ki 10:28 
Here are some other points of comparison between Jehu's Wild Ride and The Second Coming. 


A. He is joined by a small party that goes out to meet him. 
This is the so called rapture, but it is only a small remnant [those still remaining alive] of the saints at 
this time. 


Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1Th 4:17 


B. He destroys the two Kings, 
These stand for the 'Beast' and the 'False Prophet’. 


And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, 
with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that 
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. Re 19:20 


C. He calls for the Overthrow of Jezebel, 

In Revelation Chapter 2, Jesus calls for the overthrow of a Jezebel. Notice that in the story of Jehu, he 
does not personally destroy Jezebel, it is the eunuchs who do so. The reason they can do so is they 
are on the same level as her. 


And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and 
tired her head, and looked out at a window. 

And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master? 
And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there 
looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 

And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was 
sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot. 2Ki 9:30-33 


Here we see that Jezebel looks out from a window. This means that she is in the palace on some 
upper floor. This is a picture of a wicked ruler in a high place. A spiritual high place held by a demonic 
power. 


Who are these eunuchs? | believe they are prophetic intercessors. Those who are able to operate in 
heavenly realms, having made themselves pure in order to do so. These can throw down the spirit of 
Jezebel because they can reach her level and execute judgment there. 


For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are 
some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have 
made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, 
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let him receive it. Mt 19:12 


D. He slaughters all of the worshippers of Baal, 

Jehu called for a great sacrifice to Baal and required all the worshippers of Baal to wear special 
clothing that easily identified them. Then he commanded his troops to slay them all. The special 
clothing speaks of the Mark of the Beast. 


And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast 
and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 

The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: Re 14:9-10 


And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword 
proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. Re 19:21 


E. The Meaning Of Naboth's Vineyard. 
This speaks of the martyrdom of the saints. 


In 2 Kings 9:25-26, quoted above we find Jehu's primary stated reason for returning to Jezreel. And 
that is to avenge the blood of Naboth. Here Jehu refers to an incident that took place during the reign 
of Ahab. This is given in 1 Kings 21; the entire chapter is devoted to telling this story. So what's so 
important about Naboth that the bible spends an entire chapter on him? 


Naboth, whose name means fruit or fruits, owned a vineyard near Ahab's palace. Ahab wants the 
vineyard, but only to use the land for growing something else. So Ahab offers to buy the vineyard or 
trade him a better one but Naboth stands up to him and refuses. 


1Ki 21:3 And Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid it me, that | should give the 
inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 


Jezebel then arranges for Naboth to be falsely accused of the capital crime of blasphemy against the 
Lord and the King. Naboth and his sons are killed and Ahab takes over the vineyard. Then the Lord 
sends Elijah to meet Ahab and prophesy the judgment on him that Jehu refers to above. 


Now when you see or hear the word 'vineyard' in the bible, your spiritual ears should listen up because 
the vineyard is a type of God's people. [Isaiah 5] 


Since we see that Jehu's wild ride is a picture of the Second Coming of Christ, it should be no 
surprise that there is an end time allegory to be found in these passages. 


Let's identify some of the elements of this allegory. 


The vineyard: this is a type of God's people, the planting of the Lord. It can designate Israel, the 
Church or both. [Israel is also a type of the Church] 


The plat [plot or lot] of ground: This is the world. 


Naboth and his sons: Naboth means fruit, this also means God's people, especially those who 
‘become the sons of God'; the end time saints. 


The crime of blasphemy against God and the King: this speaks of persecution on religious and 
secular grounds. 


Ahab: Secular Powers 
Jezebel: Spiritual Powers 


Ahab's intention: [He wants the land for his own use, not to produce Godly fruit.] The kingdom of the 
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beast wants to eradicate any knowledge of the True God. 
Ahab's palace: kingdom of the beast or Satan's kingdom. 


Summary: Ahab, with Jezebel's help, has Naboth & Sons killed so they can take over his vineyard. 
Likewise, end time secular and religious forces take over the world, destroy the church and kill God's 
people. [martyrdom of the saints] 


This is saying the same thing as Daniel says in Chapter 7: 


| beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Da 
7:21 


And the same idea is put another way in Revelation 13 


And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power 
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. Re 13:7 


And this is the primary stated reason for the Second Coming of the Lord, to avenge the blood of his 
saints. 


He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast 
it away; the branches thereof are made white. Joe 1:7 


Other passages that speak of revenging of blood. 


And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from 
the ground. Ge 4:10 


That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the 
temple and the altar. Mt 23:35 


From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and 
the temple: verily | say unto you, It shall be required of this generation. Lu 11:51 


For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 
Isa 26:21 


Revelation Martyrs 
Let's look at the Revelation Martyrs, who also cry for vengeance. 


And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. Re 6:9-11 


Here it is indicated that there are many more martyrs yet to come before their blood would be 
avenged. In chapter 15 we see the rest of them. 


And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory 
over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, 
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. Re 15:2 
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These here are the martyrs referred to in Chapter 12 


And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. Re 12:11 


Here these martyrs have gotten the victory because they were willing to die for the Lord. How does 
this get them victory over the adversary? Hebrews tells us that the devil has the power of death, and 
through fear of death he is able to keep men in bondage. 


Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; 

And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. Heb 
2:14-15 


So this tells us that by overcoming the fear of death, you overcome Satan. And the proof or 
demonstration that you have overcome the fear of death is simple. Die without fear. In Romans we 
read these instructions: 


| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Ro 12:1-2 


Here it speaks of proving the will of God. At the end of Romans 12 we find this expression of God's 
will. 


Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. Ro 12:19 


So extending our train of thought, we see that the revelation martyrs get the victory over the enemy by 
dying willingly, without fear; and thus ‘giving place to wrath’. And this wrath is the avenging of our blood 
that takes place at the Second Coming and is depicted in the story of Jehu's wild ride. 
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Jepthah's Daughter: 
A Figure of the End Time Church 
Bill Somers 


Jepthah or Jiphtah means "he opens" or Whom God sets free, or the breaker through. 


The Story of Jepthah is found in Judges 11:1 to 12:7 On first reading of this passage, you may think 
that it depicts a horrifying, senseless act of barbarism. For that reason, most readers will not want to 
spend much time going back over the story. But hold on here, there end time implications if you study 
the typology. 


The End Time implications can be seen once you realize that Jepthah is a type of Jesus Christ; and 
Jepthah's brethren represent Israel. Further meaning becomes clear when you see that Jepthah's 
daughter is a type of the End Time Church. And her sacrifice, as a necessary part of God's End Time 
Plan. | didn't want to believe this myself when the Lord first showed it to me. But if you read carefully, 
the pieces fall into place. 


Jepthah as a type of Jesus 
Jepthah was the son of Gilead, but by a harlot. This means he was of the royal line, but illegitimate. 


Jesus is the Son of God, but his mother was unmarried when he was conceived. [This was well 
know among the people of his day. In John chapter 8, the Pharisees attacking him make 
reference to it. "... Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, 
even God. John 8:41] 


Jepthah was rejected by his brothers and left to live in a distant country. 
Jesus was rejected by his brethren and left, returning to sit at the right hand of the Father. 
Jepthah's return as a type of the Second Coming 


"It came to pass in the passage of time that the children of Ammon made war against 
Israel." Judges 11:4 


And Jepthah's people called for him to come and be their captain. And Jepthah required that they 
make him their head. 


At the end of the age, Jesus brethren, the people of Israel will be attacked by all the nations of the 
world, leading to the battle of Armageddon. Then they will seek help from their God. They will repent 
and acknowledge him as their Lord and Messiah. They will make Him their head, saying Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord. And He will come and fight their battle for them. And the 
Lord, His Father, will deliver His enemies into His hand. 


The Price of Victory 


And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the 
children of Ammon into mine hands, 

Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when 
I return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD'S, and I will offer 
it up for a burnt offering. (Judges 11:30-31) 


Jepthah's daughter as a type of the End Time Church 
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Jepthah's daughter was his only child, and he loved her deeply, she was the apple of his eye.. 
Jesus' Church is his beloved bride whom he loves with a infinite divine love. 

Whatsoever cometh forth shall surely be the Lord's 

The daughter comes out of the house to meet him with timbrels and dancing. 


The End Time Church will come out from institutional religion into the freedom of Revival. She will 
celebrate being in the presence of her Lord with great praise and rejoicing. 


Her Destiny Revealed 


Jepthah tells her about his vow and she willingly accepts her fate out of great love for Jepthah and total 
agreement with his purposes. This is part of the Revelation of Jesus Christ! 


She is seen asking for a short time go out on the mountain before she must die. This is like Caleb's 
daughter who says you have given me land, now give me springs of water to water it. Which speaks of 
the Church who has been given the great commission but needs the great outpouring of the Spirit, 
living waters, to bring in this harvest. 


When the Lord reveals Himself to His church, in revival, she will become willing to obey in all things. 
Like Mary who said, "Be it unto me according to thy word." The church will be willing in the day of His 
power to offer herself a living sacrifice which is her reasonable service. Her obedience is her worship. 
When you place your self at God's disposal you give him the right to dispose of you. 


Jepthah's daughter goes out for a short time to go up and down the mountains. 


The church will then have a short season to bring in the harvest moving in the miraculous end time 
power of God. She will be the one spoken of as how lovely on the mountains, [nations], are the feet of 
them that bring good news, [feet shod with the preparation of the gospel], and announcing the 
Kingdom of God is at 


hand. 
Jepthah's Daughter meets her end as an offering to the Lord. 


The End time Church will offer themselves a living sacrifice. [Rom. 12:1] When the beast is given 
power To Make War With The Saints, And To Overcome Them (Revelation 13:7) 


The Mighty Men 


There is another parallel with the sacrifice of the church in the story of David when he yearned for a 
drink from the well of Bethlehem. 


And three of the thirty chief went down, and came to David in the harvest time unto the 
cave of Adullam: and the troop of the Philistines pitched in the valley of Rephaim. 

And David was then in an hold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 
And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the well of 
Bethlehem, which is by the gate! 

And the three mighty men brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of 
the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David: 
nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but poured it out unto the LORD. 

And he said, Be it far from me, O LORD, that | should do this: is not this the blood of the 
men that went in jeopardy of their lives? therefore he would not drink it. These things did 
these three mighty men. 2 Sam 23:13-17 


What David does here is pour out the water as a sacrifice to the Lord, calling it the blood of his mighty 
men. This speaks of Jesus offering up the lives of those who risk all for Him. It also speaks of Jepthah 
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offering whatsoever comes forth out of his house, his daughter, in order that he might gain the victory 
over Israel's enemies. 


The Key to this whole thing is Jepthah's vow, the sacrifice of his daughter and what it means in terms 
of the church. 


So we must consider how it is that Jesus comes and gets the victory in the battle of Armageddon. Or 
in other words, exactly how does the Second Coming come about? 


Three things must happen. 


The Gospel must be preached to all the world [Matt. 14.24] 
The Powers of Heaven must be removed and 
Israel must call upon their Lord to come and save them. 


If Jepthah's daughter represents the End Time Church, her role is in part one. But her sacrifice is 
needed for part two. 


Let's look at them in reverse order. 


One point is that Israel must repent before Jesus can return. He said ‘you will not see me again till 
you say blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 


We hear it spoken in several places that Israel will repent when she sees herself surrounded by 
enemies and has no other choice but to call on the Lord. 


Here is a quote From "America Will Burn" by Dimitru Duduman: 


"When Israel realizes she does not have the strength of America behind her, she will be 
frightened. That's when she will turn to the Messiah for deliverance. That's when the 
Messiah will come. Then, the church will meet Jesus in the air, and He will bring them back 
with Him to the Mount of Olives. At that time the battle of Armageddon will be fought." 


And here from Tom Cooper in an article titled "Update Israel" 


... Syria, Iran, Iraq, and just about everyone else wants to go to war against Israel and 
liberate "Palestine". | think Egypt is planning to join this challenge as well. They have 
recalled their ambassador to Israel, and called up their reserve forces (two things they have 
only done before when preparing to go to war) | believe we are headed for a full scale war. 


| also am sorry to say that my long predicted blow out between the U.S. and an allied Russia 
and China seems to be looming ever closer. China will take Taiwan, pulling the U.S. into a 
war, and Russia will attack the U.S. mainland. This will free the road to Israel once the U.S. 
has been taken out of the picture. 


Whether this is a couple years down the road | am not sure, but the Middle East is set to 
explode this summer in my humble opinion. This will lead to the destruction of Damascus 
the Bible speaks of. Israel will use nuclear weapons, and the world will quake. The end 
result will be the U. N. putting ground troops in Israel, and dividing the land, which Joel tells 
us is the precise reason God gathers the nations for judgment, because they divided His 
land. 


| believe all of this is going to force Israel into absolute seclusion, and a desperate situation 
that only the Mercy of God can deliver them (us) from. This is what will make them cry out 
Baruch Ha Ba B'Shem Adonai (Blessed be Him who comes in the name of the Lord.) It is 
then that Jesus will come again to His people, and the veil will be lifted. 


This next point is crucial, | can't emphasize it enough. 
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It is not enough that Israel is attacked on all sides by all nations of the world. 

It is not enough that Israel is forced into a desperate situation. 

It is not enough that Israel is frightened and facing annihilation. 

These conditions only reflect the physical situation. To make her repent something more is 
needed, a change in the spiritual situation. 


We can't say that Israel will have no other choice but to call on the Lord in this situation. There is 
another possibility. This has happened before and she fought to the death in 70 AD at the 
destruction of Jerusalem and later at Masada where all the Jews committed suicide. This time she 
has an arsenal of nuclear weapons at her disposal. [Anwar Sadat knew this and decided to make 
peace. Today's Arab leaders seem to have forgotten it.] 

There is one more condition needed for Israel to repent and that is that her spiritual blindness must be 
removed. Otherwise, to call on the Lord will not be considered an option. 


That spiritual blindness is due to the presence of the powers of heaven. These are spiritual powers 
that exercise influence on the minds of those beneath them. They are the cause of spiritual blindness; 
the spiritual blindness that we speak of as a veil. [It would take another very detailed teaching to go 
into exactly how this happens. Ralph Mahoney, for example, has an excellent 6 tape series on 
‘Spiritual Influences On The Mind’. But it is these spiritual influences that come into play here.] 


The second point is that Jesus can't return till the powers of heaven are removed.. And what exactly 
does that mean? 


Let's look at two parallel cases in the bible which speak of Jesus return. The first involves Moses, and 
we need to consider this as an example of prophetic typology where Moses is acting as a type of 
Jesus. 


Exodus 4 

18 And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, Let me go, 
| pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet 
alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 

19 And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are 
dead which sought thy life. 

20 And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to 
the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 


His return to his people depended on the removal of those who sought his life. 


And in Mathew 2 where Jesus, as a young boy, or Moses as a type of Jesus cannot return to the land 
of his people till those who sought his life are dead. 


But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt, 


Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for 
they are dead which sought the young child's life. 


And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
Mat 2:19-21 


Once again, His return to his people depended on the removal of those who sought his life. 


At the end of the Tribulation, the battle of Armageddon, His return to his people will depend on the 
removal of those who sought his life. 
Who are they that sought his life? 


Now who is it that sought his life but the Kings of this world, or the powers of the air. The principalities 
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and powers ruling in heavenly places. The Powers of Heaven. 


And it is they who must die, [fall like Adam], for Jesus to return. The following scripture reference 
speaks of those who sought his life. 


6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, 
nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 

7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory: 

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. 1 Corinthians 2:6-8 


Before He returns these powers of heaven must be taken out. 


Here's a set of scriptures relating to the Lord's return, the powers of heaven and the repentance of 
Israel. 


Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. Revelation 
1:7 


The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into 
Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt 
shall melt in the midst of it. Isaiah 19:1 


And Jesus said, | am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. Mark 14:62 


And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit 
of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. Zechariah 12:10 


In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they 
and the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD 
their God. Jeremiah 50:4 


In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, 
and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will 
pardon them whom I reserve. Jeremiah 50:20 


Therefore thus will | do unto thee, O Israel: and because | will do this unto thee, prepare to 
meet thy God, O Israel. 

For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man 
what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high 
places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name. Amos 4 12-13 


One of the final judgments is that the powers of heaven will be shaken and the stars will fall. This 
means the satanic kingdoms of the air will be judged and the demonic princes who sit in those 
thrones [Prince of Persia etc. ] will all fall to earth. 


And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 
Mark 13:25 


Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. Luke 21:26 
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Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
Shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: Matthew 24:29 


One way that every eye might see Jesus when He comes is that He will orbit the planet. Perhaps he 
will do so several times like the space shuttle, as He carries out this judgment against the heavenly 
powers. 


Why must these powers of heaven be removed? And what does this result in? 


Because these powers make up the veil of spiritual blindness, and removing them removes the veil. 
Once this phase of the judgment is complete, the veil will be gone from over the nation of Israel. She 
will still be facing all her enemies coming to the battle of Armageddon. But then she will see clearly her 
need for Jeshua her Messiah and call upon him for deliverance in the day of trouble. Jesus will already 
be on the way, having heard the prayer before it was made. 


A third condition for Jesus return is the gospel must be preached to all the world. This is the church 
completing the great commission and bringing in the harvest. After this the beast is given power to 
make war and overcome the saints. 


We know that when the fullness of the gentiles comes in the veil will be removed. And we see that 

removing the veil means judging the powers of heaven. And this is because they are the ones who 
enforce spiritual blindness on Israel. They are the veil over their [Israel's] minds that must be taken 
away. What causes the powers of heaven to be judged, and why at this time? 


The death of the church by persecution of the beast is what triggers the final wrath of God. 
In Romans 12 He says: 


Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. Romans 12:19 


That's not just a warning, it's a promise. 


Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:20-21 


The Church that is willing to be martyred is the church that overcomes evil. 


We read in Joel where God is speaking of the nation attacking His people and the beast who leads 
them: 


He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast 
it away; the branches thereof are made white. Joel 1:7 


Figuratively this speaks of the final persecution of the church bringing about the wrath of God upon his 
enemies. 


So perhaps the fullness of the gentiles coming in means not just coming into salvation but coming into 
the throne room of heaven which means they must be martyred. This is what is spoken of by the vow 
of Jepthah. Just as Jepthah had to honor his vow which gave him the victory, it is the death of the 
church that will "give place unto wrath". 


He Comes To Avenge The Blood Of His Servants. 


At any rate the death of the church is what's required to trigger God's vengeance. This vengeance 
comes first on the powers of heaven. These are the men who sought his death, and when they are out 
of the way, this removes the veil of spiritual blindness from Israel. As Israel repents, the final condition 
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for Jesus' return is met and He comes to fight their battle for them at Armageddon. 


We have read many testimonies where people who get a very powerful visitation from God, confess 
their willingness to die for him. This can be seen in the scriptures as well. We will experience the 
same thing in revival. 


What's unusual in this allegory of Jepthah's daughter is that her sacrifice comes after the battle is 
fought, but Jepthah is required to carry out his vow. 


If we can see that the sacrifice of the [gentile] church is necessary we can also remind ourselves that 
Jesus has already fought the battle and won the victory for us. 


Recap: 


The End Time Church 'comes out' of the institutional church. 

She receives a Revelation of Her Lord and Grace to accomplish His purposes. 

When the Harvest is complete, great persecution comes. All but a small remnant perish. 

When this reaches it's end, the Lord Rises up [with a shout!] to judge the powers of heaven. 

This removes the veil of spiritual blindness from the nation of Israel, who then call upon the name of the 
Lord. 

Thus fulfilling the final condition for The Second Coming. 


Now what does it take to get her to come out? 
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Moses and Jethro: 


An End Time Allegory 
by Bill Somers 


16. Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to 
water their father's flock. 

17 .And the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their 
flock. 

18 .And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon to day? 

19 .And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water enough 
for us, and watered the flock. 

20 .And he said unto his daughters, And where is he? why is it that ye have left the man? call him, that he 
may eat bread. 

21 .And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. Exodus 2:16- 
21 (KJV) 


This story follows the pattern a Lord revealed to me. | talk about this pattern in my article, End Time Outline. To quickly 
summarize it is that the end time events will follow a five step progression. The five phases are Kingdom, Judgment, 
Redemption, Harvest and Finale. These steps are illustrated in many places throughout the bible, once you know what to 
look for. 


The key element in this progression is the transition from judgment to redemption. The purpose of judgment is 
redemption. We need to embrace and rejoice in His judgments, for when we see these things happen, our redemption 
draws near. The redemption we speak of in nothing less that the transformation of the church of today into the bride that 
Jesus is going to wed. The redemption is the reformation of the church. 

A key verse to meditate on is Isaiah 1:27 "Zion shall be redeemed with judgment and her converts with righteousness." 


In this story there are elements and actions: 

The Elements: 

The 7 daughters of Jethro [Ruel] are the church, or more correctly, the remnant of the church that is truly seeking after 
the things of God. The Number 7 here speaks of the perfection coming to the church. 

Jethro is The Father. 

Moses is The Lord Jesus Christ 

The shepherds are the other company in today’s church, the establishment that resists the move of God. 


The Actions: 


The daughters of Jethro come to the well seeking to draw water. 
This is the refreshing that parts of the church have going today, Toronto, Pensacola, etc. 
This is the Kingdom Phase. 
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The shepherds oppose them. 
This is the opposition to revival. 


There is strife between them. 
This could be called Civil War in the Church. 


Moses comes on the scene. 
This is the increasing presence of God in the revival. 


Moses stood up 
Let God Arise! 


Moses drives away the shepherds who are hindering Jethro’s daughters. 
This is the Lords judgments against false shepherds. 

Let His enemies be scattered. 

This is the Judgment Phase. 


Moses waters the flock! The Well is opened! 
This is the oft spoken of End Time Outpouring of the Spirit, i. e. Real Revival. 
This is the Redemption Phase 


The sheep are watered. 
This is the harvest.! The sheep are provided for, all who thirst may come and drink. 
This is the Harvest Phase 


Moses and the women return to Jethro. 
This is the resurrection of the saints and our gathering together unto Him. 
This is the Finale. 


Jethro gives Moses one of his daughters to marry. 
Jesus receives his long awaited bride at the Marriage Supper. 


| believe we are now at a point where things are going to get worse before they get better. So how do you handle it when 
things get worse? Just keep in mind that they are going to get better! Look UP! 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Judgment Is Here 
Bill Somers 


Just a short note by way of commentary. Here are some recent signs. 


e Large earthquake near Japan 

e Another earthquake in Italy the same week 

e Fires is Mexico and Guatemala sending smoky haze into Texas and Louisiana 
e Food riots and mass destruction in Indonesia 


Add this to the content of the prophetic material we are seeing lately, and you may well conclude that, as Thomas 
Gibson writes, we have entered into the time of judgment. This is the beginning of sorrows. 


The USA is in the process of turning its back on Israel in the middle east. This will trigger judgments falling on the USA. 
And this is because it removes the main reason God restrains Himself from Judging the USA. 


As our abandonment of Israel continues, expect to see increasing judgments. But also with this, increasing World 
Revival! 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Judgment Must Begin 


Bill Somers 


[Revised from an earlier article on 1/3/99] 


For the Lord would say to his people: 

The time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: 

For | am setting my Throne in the midst of my people to establish my kingdom on this earth. 

And That Throne that | set in your midst is a Judgment Seat. 

The Judgment seat of Christ. 

Yea there is Judgment coming to my house, for | shall set my house in order. 

My House must be fitly framed before | can allow it to grow. 

Yea | shall overturn the tables of the money changers and make my house a house of prayer. 

Yea there is Judgment coming but my word says, that when my judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 

| say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but 
your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is 
delivered of the child, she remembers no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. 
Shall | bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? 

Yea the dragon stands before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as 
soon as it was born. 

But | say this manchild shall come forth as | have ordained. 

Yea, many tongues shall rise against thee in judgment; but | say thou shall condemn them all. 

Yea the gates of hell are open. They are the doors you have opened by sin. 

Yea the foxes have holes, the gates of hell. They are the holes that the foxes can use to enter my 
vineyard and spoil my vine. 

Yea, The enemy shall come in like a flood, but | shall raise up a standard against him. 

Yea, there are many weapons being formed against you, but | say No weapon that is formed against 
you shall prosper;. 

When Jesus said to Peter, ‘thou are Peter' he pointed at Peter. 

When he said "and on this rock | will build my church" he pointed to Himself. 

But | will build my church on this rock - The Lordship of Jesus - and even though the gates of hell are 
open, and even though the hordes of hell flood in, they shall not prevail against you. 

Submit unto God! Come under the Lordship of Jesus, then when you resist the Devil, he will flee. 
Yea the enemy has dug a pit for you, but he shall fall into that very pit himself which he dug. 

Yea the wolf shall come and the sheep will be scattered, but the hireling shall flee, because he is just a 
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hireling. And | shall give you true shepherds which shall be men after my own heart. 

Yea Judgment is coming; Zion shall be plowed like a field. but that is how the fallow ground will be 
broken up. Then that fallow ground will receive the seed of my word. And my word shall go forth to the 
nations. 

This great mountain that man has built in his image will be bought low and humbled. It will become a 
plain. Then | will bring forth the Chief cornerstone, the Headstone. 

And | will set my king upon Zion, my holy hill, and He that believeth shall not be ashamed. 

Yea my hand shall lay the foundation and my hand shall finish the work and the glory of the latter house 
shall be greater than that of the former house. 

You have said show us the Father and that will be sufficient, and | say the time cometh, when | shall no 
more speak unto you in proverbs, but | shall show you plainly of the Father. 

For whom the Father loveth he chasteneth, and if ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons; for this coming Judgment is for your profit, that ye might be partakers of his holiness. 

Yea this Judgment that is coming to my house shall be grievous: nevertheless afterward it shall yield 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness to my people. 

For | am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though | make a full end of all nations yet will | not 
make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether 
unpunished. 

And you shall find that the Judement Seat | am setting up in your midst is also the Throne of Grace! 
Behold | have told you these things before hand so that when you see them come to pass, you will 
believe. 

And when you see these things begin to happen, look up for your redemption draweth near. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Joshua’s Big Battle 


Bill Somers 


Psalms 121:1 | will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 
Psalms 124:8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 


The first half of the Book of Joshua contains an allegory of the end times. We are going to take a brief 
look at some of its features and point out some interesting details. It is one of those places in the bible 
where Israel and the Church are represented by different types which bring out different features. 


Beginning in chapter 3 we see the people preparing to cross over the Jordan River and completing 
the crossing in chapter 4. This is made possible by the miraculous drying up of the waters. One of the 
meanings of Jordan is death. What we see here is God’s people coming to the point of death to self, 
allowing them to enter into a new dimension of unity as the Lord’s army. 


Chapter 5 mentions the circumcision of the people and the appearance of The Lord as Captain of the 
Host. This speaks of cutting off of the flesh, and thereby coming to a place of being led by the Spirit. 
The arrival of the [angel of] the Lord is very significant. It relates to the last days outpouring of the Spirit 
also called the Latter Rain. When the King takes up his throne, the people can proclaim: Our God 
Reigns! 


These features of chapters 4 and 5 are widely recognized as having to do with the transition into the 
end times. That is, Israel crossing the Jordan is a figure of the Church entering the end times. The 
Promised land, speaks of the Promise of the Father. We are going to concentrate on chapters 9 and 
10 as they relate to natural Israel in the end times and the final battle of Armageddon, which is typified 
by Joshua’s Big Battle. 


Here are the main points of the story. 

Israel crossing the Jordan is an allegory of the last days. 

The Jordan typifies death to self; crossing it is entering into God’s Sabbath rest. 

Israel is a type of the church. 

The Promised Land is the Kingdom of God. 

Gibeon is a type of Israel. 

The alliance with Gibeon illustrates the proper attitude and stance of the Church toward Israel. 
Joshua and the Israelites at the time of making this alliance are a type of the end time church. 
The great battle in the first part of Chapter 10 is a figure of the Battle of Armageddon, the second 
coming of the Lord. 

The Canaanites attacking Gibeon at this time speaks of the nations of the world coming to attack 
Israel. 

Joshua and the Israelites coming to the aid of Gibeon, are a type of Jesus returning with the armies of 
heaven to fight for Israel. 


The two keys to seeing this allegory are these. A. To see Gibeon as Israel, and B. to see the battle for 
Gibeon as the Battle of Armageddon. Once you have this, the rest falls into place. And the upshot is 
the understanding that the Church needs to stand with the people of Israel, and support their right to 
exist as a nation. This of course does not mean we have to agree with everything the government of 
Israel may do. 


This lines up with the wording in Romans 11, which tells us they are enemies of the gospel. This 
means that even though they may resist the gospel and actively oppose the church, we are to regard 
them as brothers in the Lord. 
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Romans 11:28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching 
the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. 


Indications that Gibeon stands for Israel. 
From Joshua chapter 9: 


9 And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come because of the 
name of the LORD thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 


This speaks of the fact that Israel has a relationship with the Lord, and remembers how he brought 
them out of Egypt. 


12 This our bread we took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to 
go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy: 


Here the Bread speaks of the oracles of God entrusted to them, which are now the dead letter of the 
word; stale, dry and moldy. 


13 And these bottles of wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: and these 
our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey. 


The ruptured wine skins means the loss of the wine, which is the Joy of the Lord. The old clothing and 
shoes tell of dead and useless traditions. And the long journey points to the 4000 years since 
Abraham. 


16 And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had made a league with them, 
that they heard that they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt among them. 

17 And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their cities on the third day. Now 
their cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kirjathjearim. 


In verses 16 and 17 the references to the third day are a clue to an end time application of this story. 
When the children of Israel discover that Gibeon is an enemy nation, [enemies of the gospel], they do 
not come against them in any way. 


18 And the children of Israel smote them not, because the princes of the congregation had 
sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel. .... 


Joshua pronounces a curse on Gibeon in verse 23. 
23 Now therefore ye are cursed, .... 


This is a reflection of the curse on the Jews as they have been scattered among the gentiles all 
through history. Zechariah 8 mentions it, along with a promise of salvation for them. 


Zechariah 8:13 And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O 
house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will | save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, 
but let your hands be strong. 


The end time church will come to realize this promise; and that they are beloved of the father. Thus we 
will put away all forms of replacement theology, and become a blessing to Israel. 


The Battle For Gibeon As The Battle Of Armageddon 
From Joshua chapter 10, these are the key verses. 
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3 Wherefore Adonizedec king of Jerusalem, sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto 
Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, 
saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with 
Joshua and with the children of Israel. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the 
king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and 
went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, and made war against it. 


Here the picture is that all the kingdoms around Gibeon come up to attack her. The end time parallel 
is that all nations of the world come to attack Israel. 


Zechariah 12:1-3 

1 The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the 
heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. 
2 Behold, | will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when 
they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 

3 And in that day will | make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden 
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered 
together against it. 


Zechariah 12:8-10 

8 In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble 
among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the 
angel of the LORD before them. 

9 And it shall come to pass in that day, that | will seek to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem. 

10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit 
of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 


Zechariah 14:1-3 

1 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 

2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the 
houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and 
the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 

3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the 
day of battle. 


The day of battle mentioned in Zechariah 14:3 is speaking of this very battle here in Joshua 10. [As it 
also refers to second Chronicles 20 which is another picture of the battle of Armageddon.] 


6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand 
from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the 
Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together against us. 


This verse showing Gibeon calling for help from Joshua is a picture of end time Israel calling on the 
Lord for their deliverance. See Zechariah 12:10 above. 


Here Joshua comes to their aid. 


9 Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night. 
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12 Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites 
before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon 
Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves 
upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the 
voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel. 


The end time parallel here is the day of the Lord. It will be longer than an ordinary day, and will have 
special signs in the sun and the moon. It will also be a day of vengeance on Israel’s enemies. 


Zechariah 14:5-7 

5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach 
unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah 
king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 

6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 

7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall 
come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 


Joel 2:10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the 
moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: 


Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great 
and the terrible day of the LORD come. 


Matthew 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: 


Revelation 6:12 And | beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as 
blood; 


One Other Confirming Feature 

At the beginning of Joshua 9, it speaks of all the Canaanite kings banding together to fight against 
Joshua. Then it digresses into the story of Gibeon making alliance with Joshua. Then in chapter 10, 
we see all the Canaanite kings banding together to fight against Gibeon. What happened? Here we 
see them totally ignoring Joshua and coming against Gibeon. Then Joshua marches all night and 
comes on them by surprise so they are totally routed and beaten. 


Joshua chapter 10 says the Canaanites feared an alliance of Gibeon and Israel, and so they decided 
to jump Gibeon while they had the chance. Joshua’s deal with Gibeon was not a military alliance 
however. It was what we would call in these days a non aggression pact. 


This situation points to the end time parallel we are looking at. The reason the Canaanites ignore 
Joshua in the story is they think Joshua is too far away to interfere with their siege of Gibeon. The end 
time parallel is this. By the time the nations of the world come against Israel, the church is no longer a 
factor. Whether or not you buy into any sort of rapture theory, there are still end time saints. But at this 
time the saints are no longer an issue because they are all martyred as you read in Revelation 13. 


Revelation 13:7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome 
them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


So when Joshua comes and takes them by surprise, we see a foreshadowing of the Second Coming. 
As it says in Zecharaiah 14:5 and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. This is 
a vision of the Lord coming with the clouds of his saints and angels to the final battle. 


Jude 1:14-15 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 

15 To execute judgment upon all, .... 


Here we reprint the two chapters under discussion from Joshua. 


Joshua 9 

1 And it came to pass, when all the kings which were on this side Jordan, in the hills, and in 
the valleys, and in all the coasts of the great sea over against Lebanon, the Hittite, and the 
Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard thereof; 

2 That they gathered themselves together, to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one 
accord. 

3 And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done unto Jericho and to Ai, 

4 They did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been ambassadors, and took old 
sacks upon their asses, and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up; 

5 And old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all the bread 
of their provision was dry and mouldy. 

6 And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of 
Israel, We be come from a far country: now therefore make ye a league with us. 

7 And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how 
shall we make a league with you? 

8 And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants. And Joshua said unto them, Who are ye? 
and from whence come ye? 

9 And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come because of the 
name of the LORD thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 
10 And all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon 
king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth. 

11 Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying, Take 
victuals with you for the journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your 
servants: therefore now make ye a league with us. 

12 This our bread we took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to 
go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy: 

13 And these bottles of wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: and these 
our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey. 

14 And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the mouth of the LORD. 

15 And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and 
the princes of the congregation sware unto them. 

16 And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had made a league with them, that 
they heard that they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt among them. 

17 And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their cities on the third day. Now their 
cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kirjathjearim. 

18 And the children of Israel smote them not, because the princes of the congregation had 
sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel. And all the congregation murmured against the 
princes. 

19 But all the princes said unto all the congregation, We have sworn unto them by the LORD 
God of Israel: now therefore we may not touch them. 

20 This we will do to them; we will even let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the 
oath which we sware unto them. 
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21 And the princes said unto them, Let them live; but let them be hewers of wood and 
drawers of water unto all the congregation; as the princes had promised them. 

22 And Joshua called for them, and he spake unto them, saying, Wherefore have ye 
beguiled us, saying, We are very far from you; when ye dwell among us? 

23 Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from being bondmen, 
and hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God. 

24 And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it was certainly told thy servants, how that 
the LORD thy God commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all 
the inhabitants of the land from before you, therefore we were sore afraid of our lives 
because of you, and have done this thing. 

25 And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it seemeth good and right unto thee to do unto 
us, do. 

26 And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel, that 
they slew them not. 

27 And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
congregation, and for the altar of the LORD, even unto this day, in the place which he should 
choose. 


Joshua 10 

1 Now it came to pass, when Adonizedec king of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua had 
taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and 
were among them; 

2 That they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and 
because it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty. 

3 Wherefore Adonizedec king of Jerusalem, sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto 
Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, 
saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with 
Joshua and with the children of Israel. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the 
king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and 
went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, and made war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand 
from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the 
Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together against us. 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty 
men of valour. 

8 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for | have delivered them into thine hand; 
there shall not a man of them stand before thee. 

9 Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night. 

10 And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at 
Gibeon, and chased them along the way that goeth up to Bethhoron, and smote them to 
Azekah, and unto Makkedah. 

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to 
Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and 
they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel 
slew with the sword. 

12 Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites 
before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon 
Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves 
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upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the 
voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel. 

15 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. 

16 But these five kings fled, and hid themselves in a cave at Makkedah. 

17 And it was told Joshua, saying, The five kings are found hid in a cave at Makkedah. 

18 And Joshua said, Roll great stones upon the mouth of the cave, and set men by it for to 
keep them: 

19 And stay ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost of them; suffer 
them not to enter into their cities: for the LORD your God hath delivered them into your hand. 
20 And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of Israel had made an end of slaying 
them with a very great slaughter, till they were consumed, that the rest which remained of 
them entered into fenced cities. 

21 And all the people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace: none moved 
his tongue against any of the children of Israel. 

22 Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings unto me 
out of the cave. 

23 And they did so, and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, the king of 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of 
Eglon. 

24 And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called 
for all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which went with him, 
Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their 
feet upon the necks of them. 

25 And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: 
for thus shall the LORD do to all your enemies against whom ye fight. 

26 And afterward Joshua smote them, and slew them, and hanged them on five trees: and 
they were hanging upon the trees until the evening. 

27 And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, 
and they took them down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had been 
hid, and laid great stones in the cave's mouth, which remain until this very day. 

28 And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the 
king thereof he utterly destroyed, them, and all the souls that were therein; he let none 
remain: and he did to the king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho. 

29 Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, unto Libnah, and fought 
against Libnah: 

30 And the LORD delivered it also, and the king thereof, into the hand of Israel; and he 
smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain in 
it; but did unto the king thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho. 

31 And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, unto Lachish, and encamped 
against it, and fought against it: 

32 And the LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, which took it on the second day, 
and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein, according to all 
that he had done to Libnah. 

33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua smote him and his 
people, until he had left him none remaining. 

34 And from Lachish Joshua passed unto Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they encamped 
against it, and fought against it: 

35 And they took it on that day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that 
were therein he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to Lachish. 

36 And Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, unto Hebron; and they fought 
against it: 
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37 And they took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof, and all the 
cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining, according to all that 
he had done to Eglon; but destroyed it utterly, and all the souls that were therein. 

38 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and fought against it: 

39 And he took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof; and they smote them with 
the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls that were therein; he left none 
remaining: as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to the king thereof; as he had 
done also to Libnah, and to her king. 

40 So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, and of the south, and of the vale, and of the 
springs, and all their kings: he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as 
the LORD God of Israel commanded. 

41 And Joshua smote them from Kadeshbarnea even unto Gaza, and all the country of 
Goshen, even unto Gibeon. 

42 And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because the LORD God 
of Israel fought for Israel. 

43 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. 
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The Coming Jubilee 


by Bill Somers 


A prophetic look at Israel, Pentecost and the Last day outpouring; an outline. 


Pentecost was the 50t? day after the Father raised his firstborn from the dead, namely Jesus. 

One key feature of this is that 50 days after the first born was raised, He poured out His Spirit on the Church. 
The Jubilee is a celebration to take place on the 50" year after Israel came into the Land. 

The Jubilee Year for the Nation of Israel is 1997. The state of Israel came into being in 1948, 1998 will be the 50" 
anniversary but 1997 is the 50 year, the Year of Jubilee!. Figuratively speaking, The Lord raised Israel, also His 
firstborn, from the dead in 1948. 

If you observe the Jewish calendar, the Year of Jubilee will begin September 14 of 1996! This makes 1996/97 The 
Jubilee Year. 

So that 50 years after the first born was raised, He will be pouring out His Spirit on the Church again! The prophetic 
element in this must include the fact that this leaves a 3 and one half ; year interval till the spring (Passover) of the 
year 2000. The year that many look for his return, and that many missions agencies target for completion of the 
Great Commission. 


Other points of Interest on the 1996/97 Jubilee Year: 


The 1996/97 jubilee year is when Israel is celebrating Jerusalem 3000, commemorating the 3000" year since 
David took the city. Consider David as a type of Messiah and Jerusalem as a type of the Church and this speaks of 
Christ coming to His Church. It is a foreshadowing of revival. And Jubilee is a type of revival! 


The 1996/97 jubilee year is also the 2000" anniversary of the Birth of Jesus, given the most probable date of 5 B. 
C.; on the feast of tabernacles or there about. 


The 1996/97 jubilee year must also mark the beginning of the new millenium. It is the start of the 7" thousand year 
period in God's creation. It is the 7° day of his week, spoken prophetically as the 7" day and also as the 3" day. 
The 3'4 day since Jesus birth. 


The 1996/97 jubilee year had been hailed by the prophets. Several major prophetic voices have indicated that 
God is doing something special for 1997; Bob Jones, Bill Hamon, and Larry Randolph. 


The passage quoted below from Leviticus 25 is often taken to mean that God instructed Israel to celebrate a Jubilee 
every 50 years. It could just as well be interpreted to mean that God instructed Israel to celebrate the Jubilee only 
once. Only on the 50t! year after entering the Land, were they to celebrate. The bible does not record any occasion 
where Israel actually obeyed this statute in her history. 

The 1996/97 jubilee year could well be the single fulfillment of the Jubilee statute. 


Here are the relevant scriptural passages: 


Jubilee. 
"And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying," (Leviticus 25:1) 
"Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which I give you, then shall the 
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land keep a sabbath unto the LORD." (Leviticus 25:2) 

"And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; and the space of the seven 
sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years." (Leviticus 25:8) 

"Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of 
atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land." (Leviticus 25:9) 

"And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it 
shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his 
family." (Leviticus 25:10) 

"But the field, when it goeth out in the jubilee, shall be holy unto the LORD, as a field devoted; the possession 
thereof shall be the priest's." (Leviticus 27:21) 

"In the year of the jubilee the field shall return unto him of whom it was bought, even to him to whom the possession 
of the land did belong." (Leviticus 27:24) 


"Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for I am the LORD your God. 
Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell in the land in safety. 
And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety." (Leviticus 25:17-19) 


Pentecost. "And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf 
of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: 

Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering 
unto the LORD. 

Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be 
baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD." (Leviticus 23:15-17) 


The firstborn. 
"And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:" (Exodus 4:22) 


Messiah as the firstborn. 

"I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him:" 

"With whom my hand shall be established: mine arm also shall strengthen him." 

"The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor the son of wickedness afflict him." 

"And I will beat down his foes before his face, and plague them that hate him." 

"But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him: and in my name shall his horn be exalted." 
"I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers." 

"He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation." 

"Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth." 

"My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him." 

"His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven." (Psalms 89:20-29) 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Jubilee: 2 Prophetic Aspects 


by Bill Somers 


Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth? 
are not his days also like the days of an hireling? Job 7.1 


Introduction 
We have written an earlier article called The Coming Jubilee, which outlined some interesting prophetic features of the 


biblical idea, "the year of jubilee". 


In that article we stated : 


The Jubilee is a celebration to take place on the 50th year after Israel came into the Land. 
The Jubilee Year for the Nation of Israel is 1997. The state of Israel came into being in 1948, 1998 will be the 50th 
anniversary but 1997 is the 50th year, the Year of Jubilee!. 


The 1996/97 jubilee year is when Israel is celebrating Jerusalem 3000, commemorating the 3000" year since David 
took the city. [David recaptured the city as Joshua had taken it earlier.] Consider David as a type of Messiah and 
Jerusalem as a type of the Church and this speaks of Christ coming to His Church. It is a foreshadowing of revival. 


Jubilee is a type of revival! The Jubilee represents the End times, a time of revival. 


The 1996/97 jubilee year is also the 2000" anniversary of the Birth of Jesus, given the most probable date of 5 B. C.; 
on the feast of tabernacles or there about. 


The 1996/97 jubilee year must also mark the beginning of the new millenium. It is the start of the 7t" thousand year 
period in God's creation. It is the 7t" day of his week, spoken prophetically as the 7t" day and also as the 3 day. The 
3" day since Jesus birth. 


2 Aspects in the prophetic 

The Jubilee has two other overlooked prophetic aspects relating to the end times. The Holy Spirit led me to them by 
raising my curiosity about a particular phrase that occurs in Isaiah in a couple places. That phrase is 'the years of an 
hireling'. [also days of an hireling or time of an hireling or hired servant] 


Isaiah 21:16 For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and 
all the glory of Kedar shall fail: 


Isaiah 16:14 But now the LORD hath spoken, saying, Within three years, as the years of an hireling, and 
the glory of Moab shall be contemned, with all that great multitude; and the remnant shall be very small and 
feeble. 


As | researched this phrase, years of an hireling, | was led to these relevant passages in Leviticus 


And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou shalt not compel him to 
serve as a bondservant: 

But as an hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall serve thee unto the year of 
jubilee: 

And then shall he depart from thee, both he and his children with him, and shall return unto his own family, 
and unto the possession of his fathers shall he return. Leviticus 25:39-41 


The Hireling Will Depart 
Now the prophetic element here, in the bold text, is thus. A hired servant shall serve until the year of jubilee, and then he 
shall depart. In other words the hireling will depart during the year of jubilee. 


But all this is meaningless until you consider the New Testament context or usage of the term hireling! 


But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 


The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. John 10:12-13 


Here the hireling is contrasted with the shepherd. The shepherd or pastor is such a common metaphor for the leader of a 
local Church that we sometimes forget that it is a figure of speech. Here the Lord is speaking of shepherds vs. hirelings 
or true vs. false pastors. The conclusion is that the hireling refers to false pastors in the Church. And further that the 
departure of the hireling then represents the purging of the Church and the end of oppression within the Church [i. e. the 
Civil War, or Judgment that begins at the house of God] 


We see the false shepherds [hirelings] spoken of in these passages: 


Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; 
Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and 
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cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will 
deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. Ezekiel 34:9-10 


Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my 
pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. Jeremiah 12:10 


And the true shepherds raised up in this passage, clearly speaking of repentance and revival: 


Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; 
and | will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and | will not keep anger 
for ever. 

Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered 
thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD. 

Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for | am married unto you: and | will take you one of a city, 
and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: 

And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. Jeremiah 3:12-15 


The exciting conclusion to this is that we can expect to see this to happen or begin to happen during the year of jubilee! 


The Field Shall Return ... 
Now while researching the phrase ‘years of an hireling' | came to this verse in Job. 


Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of an hireling? Job 7.1 


Here Job is lamenting his sorry condition and wishing for death. He says that the hireling has an appointed time to serve 
and man has an appointed time to live. So that eventually the hireling will go free and mans [Job's] suffering will end. 


But prophetically this is saying is that the time of man's rule upon earth will come to an end! 


The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD'S: but the earth hath he given to the children of men. Ps 
115:16 


God has given the earth to man to rule. And he by his fall has in turn given it to Satan. But in Leviticus it says: 


"The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners with me." 
(Leviticus 25:23) 


There is an appointed time for the land [or the earth or the field] to be under man's rule, but: 


"In the year of the jubilee the field shall return unto him of whom it was bought, even to him to whom the 
possession of the land did belong." (Leviticus 27:24) 


And Isaiah identifies the owner of the land in this verse: 


And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the 
stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel. Isaiah 8:8 


The Owner of the Land is Immanuel, or Jesus. /n the year of the jubilee the field shall return unto him! 


The Millennium 

The time of man on the earth is the 6000 years of man's time to rule. Then the land returns to its original owner, God. 
Since this takes place, or begins to take place in the year of jubilee, the jubilee is the beginning of the Kingdom of God 
on the earth. And therefore, the jubilee is the beginning of the millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. And since these 
events will happen before Jesus' Second Coming, the Second Coming takes place during the millenium, not before it. As 
it says in Exodus, where the third day speaks of the millenium: [See The Third Day in Prophecy by Bill Somers] 


And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people 
..... Exodus 19:11 


This well known verse from Hosea, indicates that revival, and the resurrection take place ‘after two days, in the third day' 
that is on the third day, which means in or during the millenium. 


After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. Hosea 6:2 


The common understanding is that the millenium, the 1000 years of Jesus rule, begins after the second coming. Our 
understanding is that it begins with the Jubilee. Two scriptural allegories support this view. 


Solomon vs. Adonaijah [1 Kings 1] 
Kind Solomon was anointed and proclaimed king while his half brother, Adonijah was ruling. Here Solomon is a type of 
Christ and Adonijah a type of antichrist. Both begin to reign about the same time, yet Solomon prevails and Adonijah is 


destroyed. 


Joash vs. Athaliah [2 Kings 11:1-16] 
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In this story from 214 Kings, Joash is a type of Christ and Athaliah a type of Satan. 


And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed 
royal. 

But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole 
him from among the king's sons which were slain; and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the 
bedchamber from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. 

And he was with her hid in the house of the LORD six years. And Athaliah did reign over the land. 

And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the captains and the guard, 
and brought them to him into the house of the LORD, and made a covenant with them, and took an oath of 
them in the house of the LORD, and shewed them the king's son. 2 Kings 11:1-4 


And he brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony; and they 
made him king, and anointed him; and they clapped their hands, and said, God save the king. 2 Kings 
11:12 


Here, King Joash, a type of Christ, is proclaimed King in the house of the Lord [the Church] while Athaliah is still ruling 
the rest of the city outside. In the Jubilee, Jesus begins His rule in the Church while antichrist takes over the outside 
world. 


A similar case is seen in the new testament in Revelation 11 


And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple 
of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 


But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the 
Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. Revelation 11:1-2 


In this case, measuring the temple and the worshipers means judging or ruling the Church. The area outside is left 
alone, and not judged. So again, this speaks of Jesus Kingdom beginning with the Church, while the outside world 
remains under Satan. The same thing is seen in Isaiah 60 


Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise 
upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. Isaiah 60:1-2 


This passage speaks of the Glory of the Lord, [The Kingdom of God] coming upon the Church, while the great darkness 
[the power of the enemy] covers those outside. 


Again this takes place, or begins to take place in the year of jubilee. It is the beginning of the thousand year reign of 
Christ. Those who overcome satan as he did will join Him, ruling and reigning in heavenly places. 


And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them 
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the 
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. Revelation 20:4 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Judgments in the Earth 
by Bill Somers 


Preface: 


This is a fairly long article with a long appendix at the end. This article was first written in 1991 and revised in '92. It was 
never released for several reasons, the main being that a particular individual refused to be quoted. And the material | 
quoted from him made up one of the most important parts of the article. 


This past week, July, 1998, the Lord has greatly impressed me to release the article and to deal with its subject matter. | 
have planned to greatly revise and correct it, but instead | will give it out in its present form. | will substitute references to 
Brother Anonymous for certain quotes, and leave the rest unchanged, however dated it may be. 


There are minor revisions made July 25, 1998 


Isaiah 26.9 With my soul have | desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will | seek thee early: 
for when thy judgments [are] in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 


What | am about to present here is a Prophetic Word for America. Rather it is a series of words from various times and 
sources and my one commentary about what they mean. 


God is going to punish America. He will use food shortages, economic chaos, diseases, natural disasters and enemy 
attack. In Old Testament language this would be judgment by famine, pestilence and sword. In this article we will look at 
the Sword Judgment, the last and worst in the series of God's judgments. 


It is important to see that the sword judgment is coming. And to know why the Lord is sending Judgment. But it is also 
important to know what the judgment will be and what end result, what purposes of God will be accomplished by it. 


WHY JUDGMENT? 

All prophecies of judgment must be regarded as conditional. We know that the Lord delights in mercy. We stand in 
intercessory prayer to give Him reason to grant mercy and reason to avoid bringing judgment. Yet we also know that he 
loves judgment. His throne is established on mercy and judgment. His is continually showing mercy but he is also 
continually bringing judgment. The bible is full of examples of judgment coming after many words of warning. But how 
many examples are there of judgment averted by heeding the word of warning? 


So we must realize that any word of judgment is conditional and can be stayed. But we must also see that there a great 
potential element of inevitability involved in any word of judgment. 


| do not claim to be a Prophet, nor to hold the Office of a Prophet. But | have assembled some prophecies. And | have 
heard from the Lord myself, confirming them. And | have His word of instruction saying "Publish, Conceal Not!" So | 
humbly submit this to the Body of Christ, to be judged by the apostles and prophets. 


WHEN PROPHECY CONFLICTS WITH THEOLOGY Now traditional eschatology teaches that Christ will judge the 
nations of the world at the last battle, Armageddon. For seven years prior to this there will be increasing plagues, wars 
and other judgments leading up to Armageddon. Just before this he will withdraw his people, the Church, from the world 
and the wrath poured out on the world, through an event called the Rapture. Now in recent years we find words of 
prophecy coming along that do not line up with the traditional theory. 


2 Chronicles 20 


20. And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your 
God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. 


The Word of God instructs us to believe in Him and to believe his prophets. So lets look at what the prophets are saying. 
(A quick comment on the Rapture. Those who teach on Rapture are not prophets. Those who are prophets do not teach 
Rapture. So the Church is going to be here for the duration. Jesus said 'Occupy till | come.’) 


Let every word be confirmed by two or three witnesses (2 Cor. 13:1). This is the principle of confirmation. When one word 
comes along that is out of the ordinary, highly specific and or not directly confirmed by the Bible, it 'goes on the shelf.' 
When confirming words come along, then it must come back off the shelf! 


WILKERSON BLEW A TRUMPET 
First let's consider that of David Wilkerson. 
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David Wilkerson wrote 'Set the Trumpet to Thy Mouth' in 1985. the first paragraph of chapter one reads thus. 


America is going to be destroyed by fire! Sudden destruction is coming and few will escape. Unexpectedly, 
and in one hour, a hydrogen holocaust will engulf America -- and this nation will be no more. 


It is because America has sinned against the greatest light. Other nations are just as sinful, but none are as 
flooded with gospel light as ours. God is going to judge America for its violence, its crimes, its backsliding, 
its murdering of millions of babies, its flaunting of homosexuality and sadomasochism, its corruption, its 
drunkenness and drug abuse, its form of godliness without power, its lukewarmness toward Christ, its 
rampant divorce and adultery, its lewd pornography, its child molestation's, its cheatings, its robbings, its 
dirty movies, and its occult practices. 


In one hour it will all be over. To the natural mind it is insanity to come against a prosperous, powerful nation 
and cry out, "It's all over! Judgment is at the door! Our days are numbered!" The Church is asleep, the 
congregations are at ease, and the shepherds slumber. How they will scoff and laugh at this message. 
Theologians will reject it because they can't fit it into their doctrine. The pillow prophets of peace and 
prosperity will publicly denounce it. 


| no longer care. God has made my face like flint and put steel in my backbone. | am blowing the Lord's 
trumpet with all my might. Let the whole world and all the church call me crazy, but | must blow the trumpet 
and awaken God's people. Believe it or not, America is about to be shaken and set aside by swift and 
horrible judgments. Many other praying believers who have been shut in with God are hearing the very same 
message - "Judgment is at the door! Prepare, awaken!" 


Ever since this message came to me, | have been searching God's Word from cover to cover. No prophecy is 
valid unless it is positively confirmed by God's holy Word. | discovered in the Word God's pattern of 
judgment..... 


He goes on to say, later in the chapter that, this will be an attack from Russia. And "The great holocaust follows an 
economic collapse in America. The enemy will make its move when we are weak and helpless." 


He says that 


"America will not Repent"...."God promised to preserve America only if it turned from its evil.... This nation 
has not repented but has turned its back....1 see almighty God even now slowly turning His back on this 
nation. America is on the verge of committing the unpardonable sin by resisting the Holy Ghost. Soon, there 
will be repentance only for individuals, but not for the nation." 


The remainder of the book discusses at great length the sins of America and the Scriptural basis for her judgment at the 
hand of God. 


Note that he says that America will be destroyed in this attack. The attack will come well before Armageddon, the day of 
the Lord. And that America will not repent, but will suffer judgment unto total desolation. 


He does not hold out any hope of staying God's judgment through prayer or by the coming of revival. He feels the 
judgment is unavoidable, perhaps because he feels America will not repent. 


The Lord has shown David Wilkerson that Judgment, by the sword, is coming. And anointed him greatly to preach the 
word of warning and the reasons for this judgment. But | believe that the Lord does not reveal all that he is doing to any 
one individual. There may be more to the picture here and we need to look at what others are hearing from the Lord. 


WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO ALL OF THESE THINGS? 
One approach is to totally ignore it. It's just alarmist ravings. 


Another is to accept it understanding that Christians will be raptured and are not going to suffer any wrath. This approach 
boils down to ignoring it also. Saying it's coming, we can't do anything about it but we don't have to worry either. (The 
great flaw in Dispensational theology is it's allowing you to ignore the Word of God.) 


Another approach is to intercede for mercy and revival, hoping to delay inevitable judgment. 


Another approach is to intercede and seek revival. But to also prepare for judgment and its aftermath. This means 
operating in a greater understanding of God's purposes and direction. The need to seek the Lord is top priority at any 
time; especially now. 


What have the other prophets been saying? 


END TIME EVENTS 

Sometime in 1989, a friend gave me a pair of tapes that contained a very unusual prophecy. By Brother Anonymous, was 
a tape of a television program on some Christian station somewhere. | could not identify the show or the personalities 
involved. The broadcast took place sometime during the second Reagan term, from the context anyway. 


In the interview, he went into the problems and sins of America; and the coming judgments and revival. And then he 
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started to discuss the coming war. Here is an excerpt of his speech. 


"Crisis draws us together. Every time there's a crisis, people come. It's been that way from the very 
beginning. God told the children of Israel "When | do these things, then you'll seek me early. When | do 
these things, then you'll call upon my name. When | do these things to you, then you'll know that | am God." 
It's been that way always. It's still that way today. And God still moves that way to get us to bow our knee. 


"Crisis is coming to America. To get us to repent, to bow our knees. To get us to give Jesus Christ Lordship 
over our lives. Not just to know Him but to know all of Him. Not just to have heard of him but to know all 
about him. To be intimate. We're gonna end up bowing our knee before God Almighty. And God will save us. 


"In the war that's coming we will not be defeated, but we will be hurt. We will be neutralized. We're not going 
to come out of it unscathed. China and Russia are both going to invade our territory. There's going to be 
tremendous nuclear, or limited nuclear warfare. But tremendous bombing and a new type of weaponry that is 
going to hit the east and the west coasts of the United States. And those cities. The purpose in that is to 
desolate the populous areas. So then when invasion troops and invasion forces come in there'll be fewer 
people that they have to deal with. 


"And they are not really after our cities; they are gonna be after our farms. They're gonna be after our 
agricultural land. That's what they're coming after. That's why they are gonna wipe out the populous areas, or 
try to, and then invade the middle of America. 


"I've seen missiles coming from submarines, to do it. And for some reason, the Lord told me, the missiles 
that Russia has are not accurate, and so they won't depend on those greatly. But they'll depend on 
submarine warfare. The missiles will come from submarines. But they don't have a long range and so they'll 
mainly attack the coastal areas. 


"But the great thing is that we'll win. It'll look like were going to be defeated. It'll bring us to our knees. But 
were gonna win. At the same time, not only will we be neutralized but Russia will be neutralized. Russia will 
have - nothing - after it's all said and done. And we'll have nothing after it's all said and done. Basically, we'll 
have life. There'll be some life left. 


"But when Russia's neutralized and America's neutralized, then you'll see the Anti-Christ arise in power. 
That's when he'll arise. And he'll say 'Ah, now' to himself or to those around him, 'since | don't have anything 
to worry about in America, I'll leave it alone. The United States, | don't have to worry about it; it's no longer a 
power. | don't have anything to worry about with Russia, it's no longer a power. So I'm gonna concentrate all 
my forces upon this European segment. 


"But there is a force, Israel, I've got to deal with. Because it's a thorn in my side. And God says 'I'll put a 
hook in your jaw and I'll draw you out. He's gonna put a hook in the jaw and He's gonna draw him out. And 
they're gonna come against Israel. But they won't have the United States to worry about. They won't have 
Russia to contend with. It'll be the anti-Christ forces that are gonna bring this invasion of Israel. 


"But were gonna be neutralized and we won't be able to intervene. Only God can intervene. And in a way, 
that's what God wants. Is that when Israel can't say ‘Help!’ to anybody but God. Only God will they be able to 
say help to. And when they say, ‘Daddy, help me!’ he'll help them. And he'll intervene, Miraculously! 


"But that's the time period that were coming to. And so not a lot of people have thought that China would be 
involved in the invasion. But China is gonna be involved in the invasion. A lot of people said well that's 
impossible because Russia and China hate each other. Well they're gonna unite for a common cause. And 
when you unite for a common cause, each one of them will probably be thinking, 'Well when it's over with, I'll 
take care of the other guy.’ And so were gonna be invaded. 


"China will still have enough people, after it's said and done. China will still have enough people to send 
millions and millions. A hundred million marching toward Israel. They won't be technological giants. But 
they'll be giants in physical numbers, numbers of men. Numbers in the army that they'll still be able to 

amass. But they'll join, they're gonna join Russia in this coming invasion. 


"God will supernaturally intervene. But the time frame it's gonna leave us with is that you'll see a lot more 
horse and buggy's on the roads than you'll see cars. I've seen a time when there's very, very few automobiles 
on the road, and a lot of horses. A lot of buggies; a lot of wagons. Some of them are really strange wagons. 
It's like they didn't know how to build them. They just constructed anything that would haul something. It's 
like people who didn't know how to do, how to build but did the best they could. And so you saw a lot of 
strange things on the road. 


"When | have visions, like this, the Lord gives me visions or dreams, it's as if | went through this time period. 
So | can remember seeing certain things. Just like | can close my eyes and | can see 'em just like | can see 
you. It's like | lived through it. | lived through the horse and buggies. | lived through a time when there was no 
radio. | lived through a time when there was no TV. | lived through a time when the people didn't know if there 
was any government. 


"So for a period of time, there was government by God through the people. And God literally formed 
theocracy. Not a democracy, not a monarchy, not a king. But a theocracy. For He told people what to do. 
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Men were led by the Spirit of God. They made decisions based upon what the Holy Spirit of God said to do. 
And they lived. 


"And if they needed water, they walked out. The Holy Spirit says "here!" They drilled; Here; and there was 
water. They didn't have to drill ten times. They drilled one time. There was the water. 


"So it's gonna be an interesting time period that were entering into. A lot of people are anti that. | can't help 
it. This is actually what's going to take place in the United States of America. 


"But | tell you the Power of God! The power of God that's coming in this next move. That will move here is 
going to be quite dramatic.... 


"The Lord wants this word to come out. He wants the church to hear. The Lord God is with them in all these 
things that are coming in the earth; coming stock market crash; coming famine; coming gangs that are going 
to start roaming when welfare is greatly cut back. Eventually there will be no welfare. 


At the end, you will note , he mentions the power of God coming in this next move. He is referring to the coming revival, 
and spends a lot of time later in his talk about what will take place then. Notice in the last paragraph he mentions social 
chaos and economic collapse. These are the other judgments that precede the sword judgment, they are the pestilence 
and famine. The time of revival will also be a time of judgment. There will be increasing judgment but along with it will 
come increasing revival. 


| found this word intriguing and encouraging, offering more hope in that it balances the warnings with encouragement's. 


RICK JOYNER 

The Harvest by Rick Joyner also considers this coming time period. He sees a time of increasing anointing for harvest 
(revival) and increasing chaos throughout the world, and the U.S. He mentions some judgments in passing but does not 
elaborate on them. Neither does his prophecy follow through to the end of the period. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON, PROPHET 

Shortly after obtaining this tape, | suddenly remembered that | had read something very similar several years earlier. In a 
book by Gordon Lindsay, "Will our President Die in Office?" there was a chapter that recorded "George Washington's 
Vision". (CFNI) | had packed the book away one time when moving, but was able to find it right away. The details of the 
vision were remarkably similar. So in effect this is a confirmation of Brother Anonymous's prophecy, in a vision given 200 
years earlier. Here are the pertinent details. 


"The following is an account of a vision supposedly received by George Washington while at Valley Forge. 


"| do not know whether it is owing to the anxiety of my mind or what, but this afternoon, as | was sitting at 
this table engaged in preparing a dispatch, something in the apartment seemed to disturb me. Looking up, | 
beheld standing opposite me a singularly beautiful being. So astonished was I, for | had given strict orders 
not to be disturbed, that it was some moments before | found language to inquire the cause of the visit. A 
second, a third, and even a fourth time did | repeat my question, but received no answer from my mysterious 
visitor except a slight raising of the eyes. 


"By this time | felt strange sensations spreading through me. | would have risen but the riveted gaze of the 
being before me rendered volition impossible. | assayed once more to speak, but my tongue had become 
useless, as if paralyzed. A new influence, mysterious, potent, irresistible, took possession of me. All | could 
was to gaze steadily, vacantly at my unknown visitor. 


"Gradually the surrounding atmosphere seemed to fill with sensations, and grew luminous. Everything about 
me seemed to rarefy, the mysterious visitor also becoming more airy and yet more distinct to my sight than 
before. | began to feel as one dying or rather to experience the sensations which | have sometimes imagined 
accompany death. | did not think, | did not reason, | did not move. All were alike impossible. | was only 
conscious of gazing fixedly, vacantly at my companion. 


(Here, Washington describes the vision given him by the angel. The First and Second perils come and go 
and now the third...) 


"Again | heard the mysterious voice saying, 'Son of the Republic, look and learn.’ At this the dark, shadowy 
angel placed a trumpet to his mouth, and blew three distinct blasts; and taking water from the ocean, he 
sprinkled it upon Europe, Asia, and Africa. 


Then my eyes beheld a fearful scene. From each of these continents arose thick black clouds that were 
soon joined into one. And throughout this mass there gleamed a dark red light by which | saw hordes of 
armed men. These men, moving with the cloud, marched by land and sailed by sea to America, which 
country was enveloped in the volume of cloud. And | dimly saw these vast armies devastate the whole 
country and burn the villages, towns and cities which | had seen springing up. 


As my ears listened to the thundering of the cannon, clashing of swords, and the shouts and cries of millions 
in mortal combat, | again heard the mysterious voice saying, 'Son of the Republic, look and learn.’ When the 
voice had ceased, the dark shadowy angel placed his trumpet once more to his mouth and blew a long and 
fearful blast. 
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Instantly a light as of a thousand suns shone down from above me, and pierced and broke into fragments the 
dark cloud which enveloped America. At the same moment the angel upon whose head still shone the word 
‘UNION,’ and who bore our national flag in one hand and a sword in the other, descended from the heavens 
attended by legions of white spirits. These immediately joined the inhabitants of America, who | perceived 
were well-nigh overcome, but who immediately taking courage again, closed up their broken ranks and 
renewed the battle. 


"Again, amid the fearful noise of the conflict, | heard the mysterious voice saying, 'Son of the Republic, look 
and learn.' As the voice ceased, the shadowy angel for the last time dipped water from the ocean and 
sprinkled it upon America. Instantly the dark cloud rolled back, together with the armies it had brought, 
leaving the inhabitants of the land victorious. 


"Then once more | beheld the villages, towns and cities springing up where | had seen them before, while the 
bright angel, planting the azure standard he had brought in the midst of them, cried with a loud voice: 'While 
the stars remain, and the heavens send down dew upon the earth, so long shall the Union last.' And taking 
from his brow the crown on which blazoned the word 'UNION' he placed upon the Standard while the people, 
kneeling down said, 'Amen'! 


"The scene instantly began to fade and dissolve, and | at last saw nothing but the rising, curling vapor | at 
first beheld. This also disappeared, and | found myself once more gazing upon the mysterious visitor, who, in 
the same voice | had heard before, said, 'Son of the Republic, what you have seen is thus interpreted; Three 
great perils will come upon the Republic. The Most fearful for her is the third. But the whole world united shall 
not prevail against her. Let every child of the Republic learn to live for his God, his land and Union." With 
these words the vision vanished, and | started from my seat and felt that | had seen a vision wherein had 
been shown me the birth, the progress, and destiny of the United States." 


When | had first read this vision, some years earlier, | dismissed it as so far out it was incredible. It seemed totally 
beyond the realm of possibility. Today | see it as confirmation of the other prophecies. 


| received a rhema word from the Lord, saying "| have prepared a sword against this land." Now was this also a 'Nineveh' 
word that could be averted through revival and repentance? It seemed that the Lord intended to send judgment but 
desired to give revival! Apparently he will do both! 


AMERICA WILL BURN! 
My next confirmation came by way of a tape circulating around with the appealing title "America Will Burn!" Here is the 
core of the message of that tape. 


(This material is taken from a tape titled America Will Burn! which is distributed by the League of Prayer PO Box 4038, 
Montgomery AL 36104. It consists of a conversation between an interviewer, Duduman and an interpreter. The language 
of the revelations is somewhat awkward because the interpreter is doing a running translation of Duduman speaking in 
his native tongue.) 


Duduman tells something of his experiences under communist persecution in Romania, and his supernatural deliverance 
with the assistance of the Angel Gabriel. 


He leaves Romania and comes to America but is greatly disappointed by his treatment here. At a time of deep 
discouragement, he once again encounters the Angel Gabriel... 


"He said "America will burn." | said "How will America burn?" | said why did you bring me here, why didn't 
you let me die in jail in Romania." He said, "I told you to have patience." and he said get on this here next 
me. | got on something. It wasn't a vision. It wasn't a dream. | was awake like I'm awake now. And he 
showed him all over California. He showed him Las Vegas. And he said, 'Do you see what I've shown you 
here?" He said this is Sodom and Gomorra and all of this, in one day it will burn." 


"He went and he showed him New York and he said "This is New York. And he said this is Sodom and 
Gomorra. In one day it will burn." He went and showed him Florida. And he said, "This is Florida." And he 
said, "Everything that I've shown you, in one day it will burn." "I said, 'How will it burn in one day?" Because 
the Russian spies have found out the most powerful nuclear warehouses in America. And when the 
Americans will think it's peace and safety, the communists from America will start a Revolution against the 
government, and the government will be busy with them. And then, he said, from the ocean, from Cuba, from 
Nicaragua, from Mexico, and he told him two other countries but he don't remember these. And they will 
bomb the nuclear warehouses. And America will burn." 


..And the Angel said also; he said that "The Lord has blessed this country. Because of the Jewish people 
that is in this country." He said that "over here he has 7 million Jewish. Which they never tasted of torture. 
They never went through tortures; through hard times; and the Lord has blessed them in this country. But 
they don't want to recognize the Lord. They started sinning. And they started all kinds of evil things. And the 
Lord wants to punish them together with America. And Israel is not recognizing the Messiah, because they 
put their faith on the Jewish people from America. And the Lord will punish America. 


And then when America will be punished, all the people will be frightened. The Lord will give power to China 
and Japan, and other nations. And they will go against the Russians and they will beat the Russians. He 
said they will push them all the way to the gates of Paris. Over there they will make a treaty of peace. 
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And all the people, they will turn towards Israel. That's when the war of Armageddon will be. He said that 
Israel will be frightened. They will not have the help from America no more. And then they will call upon the 
Messiah. That's when the Messiah will come. In the help of Israel. 


But the church must meet the messiah. We must get ourselves ready so we can meet the Lord. Because 
Christ will set on the Mount of Olives together with the church." 


And he told him this, "Tell this to all the people. Tell them to read from the bible." | asked him, he said, "If 
you're the Angel of the Lord, where does it say in the bible what you just told me?" And he said "Tell them to 
read this. In Jeremiah 51:8-15, and Revelation, chapter 18. Over there it tells exactly what will happen to 
America. And how America will burn. And the battle that Christ will go against, he'll fight against all the 
nations. How Christ will fight against all the nations." He said "Tell them to read from Zechariah, chapter 14." 


Brother Anonymous's vision and Washington's agree in many details. Duduman's message from the angel only covers 
only the bombing attack. Note how it mentions specific areas to be bombed which fit in with the coastal areas mentioned 
by Brother Anonymous. He also gives other details of how this attack comes about. The full text of the Duduman 
message is included in the appendix. 


PUNISHMENT OR A FINAL END? 
To my mind these prophetic 'words' clearly support each other. The Lord quickened a scripture from Jeremiah and gave 
me to understand that it expressed his heart and intention toward America as he brings this judgment on us. 


Jeremiah 30: 10. Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O 
Israel: for, lo, | will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, 
and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make [him] afraid. 

11. For | [am] with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though | make a full end of all nations whither | have 
scattered thee, yet will | not make a full end of thee: but | will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee 
altogether unpunished. 


My understanding of this is that the coming judgment is a chastisement. That the Lord will "not make a full end of" 
America but "will correct ... in measure, and will not leave ... unpunished." 


He also gave part of Isaiah 48, later. 


3 | have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, and | showed 
them; | did [them] suddenly, and they came to pass. 


9. For my name's sake will | defer mine anger, and for my praise will | refrain for thee, that | cut thee not off. 
10 Behold, | have refined thee, but not with silver; | have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. 

20 Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it 
[even] to the end of the earth; say ye, The LORD hath redeemed his servant Jacob. 


Another scripture the Lord gave me regarding this situation is Jeremiah 50.2. 


Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and set up a standard; publish, [and] conceal not: say, Babylon 
is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are confounded, her images are broken 
in pieces. 


The words "PUBLISH, AND CONCEAL NOT" are the Lords instructions for what he has shown me. 


PERSONAL CONFIRMATION 

One of the signs that you have begun to really believe something, is when you begin to base your reasoning on it. | found 
myself thinking about these prophecies and speculating on what the situation would be like in America, if or rather when 
they came to pass. 


The Lord show me in quick succession one week that these visions were of him. He showed me our vulnerability to 
invasion. And our vulnerability to sneak attack. 


| am employed as a two way radio technician in the rural area just up river from New Orleans. | have a wide variety of 
dealings with business, industrial and governmental clients. 


One of our regular customers is the Strategic Petroleum Reserve in St. James Parish. This agency is under the US 
Department of Energy. Their mission is to purchase and store vast quantities of crude oil as a strategic reserve, in case 
we were once again cut off from foreign imports. 


One day while | was there | got to see a map of the locations of the underground storage depots for the crude oil . All but 
two are right on the Gulf Coast. The other 2 slightly inland in Louisiana. 


Being something of a military buff, (I once had a lifetime subscription to Strategy & Tactics Magazine) it struck me that 
the crude oil reserves we supposedly depend upon are extremely vulnerable to capture by invading forces, being so close 
to the seacoast. That same day | got hold of a petroleum resource catalog. This showed books and maps available of our 
oil and natural gas pipeline and distribution network. Most of it comes up through Texas and Louisiana, to be distributed 
to the northern cities. Again strategically vulnerable to capture. 
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Invading forces that were after our agricultural lands could have extra effect by invading the south. They would want to 
capture the port of New Orleans. This gives them access to ship docking and stevedoring facilities. Plus all the major 
grain elevators we use to export our products to feed the world. They would want to move up the Mississippi River to the 
heart of America's farmlands. And in doing so, they could also cut off all the oil & gas pipelines. This would deprive the 
remaining northern cities of a major source of energy. 


This seemed to reinforce the implications of Brother Anonymous's vision of the horse and buggies, and very few cars. 
And The strange looking wagons. All of that would result from a severe shortage of oil. 


The very next day, my work took me to a local civil defense headquarters. My assignment there was just to assist 
technicians on the other end of a circuit. So | had a bit of time to kill waiting for them to do something on their end. The 
room | was working in had many dozens of books and manuals on the shelves. A certain curiosity got hold of me, a Spirit 
led curiosity as it turned out. The first manual | looked into was a collection of materials from an emergency 
preparedness course. 


| read a fascinating account of lessons learned from WWII. How the British coped with having to evacuate London during 
the Blitz. It dealt with how they moved families into the villages and country side and doubled them up with other families, 
two to a home. How would you like a second family to move in with you for several years? 


THE SOVIETS 

Other articles went into Russian experience in WWII. Theories of Civil Defense and Strategic Bombing. A comparison of 
Soviet and US Civil Defense Programs. An evaluation of the nuclear strategy of each country, an excellent strategic 
survey of the history and development of Soviet nuclear strategy since WWII. Its title was 'Why the Soviet Union thinks it 
could fight and win a nuclear war' by Richard Pipes of Harvard University. (See Appendix) 


| could easily see several conclusions from this material. (Some of which | was allowed to take copies of.) 
1. Practically speaking we have no civil defense program. 


2. Soviet nuclear strategy is militarily practical and realistic. It's called counter-force strategy; and its based upon 
destroying your enemy's ability to fight or to strike back. 


3. American nuclear Strategy ( mutual deterrence) is based on wishful thinking, and political expediency. A fantasy that 
Russia would never attack. 


4. If we were to be attacked, while weak and unprepared, the results would be exactly as predicted in the prophecies. 


HORSE AND BUGGY 
| have no doubt the Lord led me to find this information for the exact purpose of confirming the prophecies. Especially 
after what | happened to see the very next day! 


Now | had been especially struck with the significance of one detail of Brother Anonymous's prophecy - the strangely 
built wagons. That following day | got a chance to see one! 


On the way to another job, on a sunny Friday afternoon, | saw a horse drawn wagon. It was sitting atop the Mississippi 
River levee in Destrehan Louisiana, near the Hale Boggs bridge. It was also sitting on four automobile tires, instead of 
wagon wheels! What could be more obvious! If you had to build a horse drawn wagon, make the body of wood. It's light. 
But don't make wooden wheels when car wheels are abundant! | was so excited by the discovery and amused by the 
way it was built that | radioed my office to report the presence of this great curiosity. (I never saw it again, nor discovered 
anything more about it.) 


The combination of these three experiences, all one after another, impressed me tremendously. It was another way the 
Lord had of giving confirmation. 


ANOTHER WARNING OF JUDGMENT 

Another confirmation came in 1991, through a prophetess, Peggy Richards. It came out during the Gulf War and was 
quoted by Pastor Rod Aguillard in one of his messages. What follows next is a quote of that prophecy and some 
discussion of the relevant issues. 


The following dialogue is taken from 'Seven Prophetic Events' a tape by Bro. Rod Aguillard 1-23-91, available from 
Reserve Christian Fellowship, POB AA, Reserve LA, 70084. 


Questioner in audience: "Do you think David Wilkerson's Prophecy that America is doomed is inevitable or where do we 
stand on this?" 


Pastor Aguillard: "I think that if we continue to intercede and if we stay true to Israel that God's hand of Judgment can be 
stayed. But then when the United States of Europe comes into power, we are going under...." 


Second questioner in audience: "Don't you think David Wilkerson's prophecy is more of a Nineveh type prophecy? That 
we can stay God's hand of judgment through our repentance, just like Nineveh did with Jonah." 


Pastor Aguillard: "Yea, | believe we can.... 


"Sister Peggy (Richards) prophesied in a meeting Mary and | was at. She just came up and started prophesying. 
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"| see a nation," thus saith the lord, "there's a nation that hates you more than the nation you're fighting. [IRAQ] That is 
waiting for you to get weakened. And then they will invade your waters and invade your land and your cities will be on 
fire." 


"And she spoke that through prophecy. 


"Now that can happen! You know that's a Nineveh prophecy. And that agrees with Wilkerson's that our nation would be 
sieged with bombs and partly destroyed. The guy from Romania that came in, he has a tape out, God showed him a 
vision of our cities on fire. 


"| don't know if were going to suffer that, but I think a lot of that can be stayed. That's Judgment unto desolation. It can be 
stayed. If we do what God's asked. He said 'If | can find me intercessors, | desire not to destroy the land.' 


"We're targets for destruction because of the shedding of innocent blood, and the idolatry and adultery in our land. 


"But that Judgment can be stayed, number one because of Israel, but not just Israel, | think its going to take intercessors 
working. It'll take both. If those two things don't happen, | believe we are going to be judged to desolation. | hope we are 
going to obey God. If we don't, we'll die with the wicked in Judgment." 


REVIVAL IN NINEVEH 
Now what exactly is a Nineveh Prophecy? It refers to the preaching of Jonah to Nineveh in the book of Jonah. 


Jonah 3 

4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown. 

5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of 
them even to the least of them. 

10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had 
said that he would do unto them; and he did it not. 


The principle here is that God gave the prophet a word for Nineveh, but because they repented the word did not come to 
pass. A "Nineveh Prophecy” is a Word warning of Judgment; Judgment that can be stayed by repentance. 


Now in order for these prophecies we have been discussing to be "Nineveh Prophecies", we must hope for a revival and 
national repentance like they had in Nineveh. They all repented ‘from the greatest of them even to the least of them.’ 


The hope of a Nineveh Prophecy is the hope for a Nineveh Revival. It is also a hope for a delay in judgment. We know that 
eventually God judged Nineveh. Much of the thinking that we can stay or delay God's judgment includes the thought that 
it must eventually come no matter what. And that the judgment, the final wrath will be utter desolation. The Nineveh 
revival is typical of many revivals throughout history, where the moral climate of nations was changed, almost overnight. | 
do not believe this is the type of revival we will have. And therefore | do not believe these are "Nineveh Prophecies". 


ECONOMY, RELIGION AND GOVERNMENT 

On Friday, Jan 24 1992, | had a discussion with a couple of the men in my home group. We got into the fall of 
Communism and the coming fall of Islam. | shared how | was shown that these things had to come in order to prepare for 
the end time rule of AntiChrist. 


Prophecy shows us that in the end time, very soon, there will be a one world economy; a one world religion; and a one 
world government. We agreed that for there to be a one world economy, Communism had to fall. | then stipulated that for 
there to be a one world religion, Islam must fall. Islam is a strict monotheistic faith. As such it would be in the way of a 
movement that leads to worship of a man. Which is the coming one world religion. (All the world will worship the beast.) 


Next | related how | had shared this same idea with Bro. Tony Foster, who is now starting a church in Russia. The fall of 
communism opens the opportunity for harvest in communist lands that we see today. The coming fall of Islam will 
likewise open opportunities for harvest in Islamic lands. 


Then | mentioned how the Lord had challenged me after the conversation with Bro. Tony. He said, "There's a third part to 
this, that you're not willing to face up to!" The third part is: What must happen for there to be a one world govt. The 
answer is that America must fall! They easily agreed with me, anticipating at worst an economic collapse of the U.S. 


HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN 

It seemed to me, ironic, | pointed out that just lately we saw America at the peak of her power and influence. In the Gulf 
War, the United States exerted her military might on the other side of the globe. We saw decisive use of overwhelming 
force produce an astonishing rapid victory. From that point on to today and to the foreseen future we are headed straight 
down. How far down is the question; how great will the judgments against us be? 


How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished! (2 Samuel 1:27) 


The next day the Lord reminded me of the above verse from 2nd Samuel. He had given me that same scripture in the first 
days the gulf war. At that point we were still quite fearful of high casualties or possible adverse outcomes of the war. And 
| understood the reference to be to America. But as the war progressed, it seemed that the verse must have applied to 
Iraq. Yet Iraq did not then seem so mighty. And her weapons of war seemed paltry. 
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But now | see that this was referring to America. One purpose of the war was to show the might of America and to mark 
the peak of her power. This was our high point and marked the magnitude of our fall. 


BENHADAD, KING OF SYRIA 
While preparing to revise this article, my morning devotion took me to 1 Kings 20 one day. 


1. And Benhadad the king of Syria gathered all his host together: and [there were] thirty and two kings with 
him, and horses, and chariots: and he went up and besieged Samaria, and warred against it. 


| worked my way into the chapter finding mostly familiar material. | had not planned on reading in that part of the bible 
anyway so | was ready to skip over to proverbs, when | came to verse 13. 


13 And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king of Israel, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou 
seen all this great multitude? behold, | will deliver it into thine hand this day; and thou shalt know that | [am] 
the LORD. 


At this point the Lord showed me that here was an example of God giving a victory to a wicked nation. Israel under king 
Ahab was backslidden, wicked and far from God's favor. Yet he gave the victory so "Thou shalt know that | am the 
LORD!" 


21 And the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and chariots, and slew the Syrians with a great 
slaughter. 


This example is written for us, | realized. Our ‘miracle victory' in the Gulf War can in no way be seen as a sign of God's 
favor or approval. (It can certainly be seen as a sign that God had a hand in it.) 


Later that day | meditated on the comparison to the Gulf War. The US as Israel, and Iraq as Syria was the analogy 
clearly established in my mind. As | considered how to incorporate this into my article, | got a second revelation that 
shook me to the core. | remembered what happened in the rest of the Chapter! And the word of Judgment pronounced 
against Israel and King Ahab in the end! 


28 And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus saith the LORD, 
Because the Syrians have said, The LORD [is] God of the hills, but he [is] not God of the valleys, therefore 
will | deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I [am] the LORD. 


Here the Lord gave Israel a victory not because they called on him but because of the Syrians actions. The Syrians made 
the war a contest between their gods and the God if Israel! Now recall that Saddam Hussein made a great public show, 
on world wide television, of prayer to Allah! That he called for Jihad, or Holy War, and counted on Allah for victory! 


President Bush had Billy Graham come into the White House to pray. And he issued a proclamation of prayer after the 
manner of Abraham Lincoln. 


Once again the war was a contest between the God of Israel and false religion. And once again God gave the victory to a 
wicked, backslidden nation: America. 


29 And they pitched one over against the other seven days. And [so] it was, that in the seventh day the 
battle was joined: and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in one day. 


But Benhadad of Syria escaped from the battle and pled for mercy. 


32 So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, and 
said, Thy servant Benhadad saith, | pray thee, let me live.... 

34 ... Then said Ahab, | will send thee away with this covenant. So he made a covenant with him, and sent 
him away. 


(Our leadership in the Gulf War allowed the Iraqi army to slip from the trap and still permits Hussein to remain in power.) 
But the Lord was angry and sent the prophet again. 


38 So the prophet departed, and waited for the king by the way, and disguised himself with ashes upon his 
face. 

42 And he said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Because thou hast let go out of [thy] hand a man whom | 
appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people for his people. 


And this is another word of judgment for us as well. 


AMERICA REDUCED 
America's fall from being a world power in implied in yet another prophecy from many years back. 


(This is taken from an article called "As | See It" by Lance Lambert which appeared in Christ for the Nations Vol 43 nr 2, 
May 1990. 


... There was a prophecy given in 1911 that shortly an evil would take Russia, and wherever this evil would go, 
rivers of blood would flow. It was not the Russian soul; it was not an ideology or a philosophy, but a spirit 
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from hell. In the last days, the prophecy went on to say, Germany would be divided; Italy would be judged by 
natural disasters; France would be nothing much; Britain would lose her empire and come almost to ruin, but 
would be saved by praying women; the U. S. would feed the world and be the greatest power, but would 
finally be reduced. In the end Russia would be free and believers would go forth from Russia and China taking 
the Good News to all the earth before the antichrist. 


But there is good news here too. While America is declining as a world power there is a move of reformation, restoration 
and revival coming to pass. One turning point was the summer of 1988 when Operation Rescue began to act as the 
Church is supposed to and became doers of the word and not hearers only. 


WITCHITA KANSAS - AUGUST 1991 
The summer of 91 marked another turning point in our restoration as a Godly covenant nation. 


In the summer of 1991, | participated in the Operation Rescue's Summer of Mercy in Witchita Kansas. | was privileged to 
accompany my pastor, Rod Aguillard and a group of other pastors and lay ministers. This was the third time our local 
church had sent a party to participate in the rescues taking place there. 


During the time prior to the trip, | was deeply impressed in my spirit that this was going to be a critical time. A critical 
moment for America and that our obedience was critical to God's purposes. 


We were given a prophecy the day we left that we were going into an intense spiritual battle. To pray and war. And that 
"the Enemy was about to overstep his limits!" 


To make a long story short, we (radical fence jumpers) spent 3 days in jail. We were facing serious Federal charges and 
a severely high bail bond requirement. 


But we saw God move mightily. | witnessed an awesome move of the Spirit in the cell block on the second night. The 
lord spoke through one of the men there. "| am beginning to turn this thing around. | am raising up a Joshua people, a 
people who will take a stand for me." The very next day, legal barriers fell one after another, securing the release of all 
those in our party, in an astonishing way. Everyone got back home before the weekend was out. (Including Gorbachov, 
for that was the week of the failed Soviet coup. It proved to be a critical time for the whole world.) 


My understanding of the Word given in the jail cell was two fold. Not only did God "turn this thing around" and get us out 
of jail quickly. God was turning around the abortion situation. Shortly thereafter Clarence Thomas was confirmed to the 
Supreme Court. And He was turning around the Church and beginning to give Revival. 


KING JOSIAH AND REVIVAL 

Then He showed me that it was to be a Josiah revival....| regularly listen to the bible on tape; sometimes the Lord will 
illuminate some passage and give its application. He gave me this scripture speaking of King Josiah. And quickened it as 
applying to America! 


2 Kings 23 

25. And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the LORD with all his heart, and with all 
his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there [any] like him. 
26 Notwithstanding the LORD turned not from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was 
kindled against Judah, because of all the provocation's that Manasseh had provoked him withal. 

27 And the LORD said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as | have removed Israel, and will cast off 
this city Jerusalem which | have chosen, and the house of which I said, My name shall be there. 


The Josiah revival as described in Kings is the pattern that will come to pass in America. There is a great revival, a 
cleansing and repentance, yet the Lord still said he would bring judgment upon Judah for the sins of Manasseh, for the 
innocent blood he shed. 


Here is a pattern of revival followed by judgment. Consider there remarks by Mary Stewart Relfe of the League of Prayer, 
commenting on the Word from Dimitri Duduman. 


"Revival, for which League of Prayer is praying, is always accompanied by or followed by Judgment. 
Judgment is not a pleasant subject. The prophet Isaiah calls judgment Gods "strange work" (Isaiah 28:21). 


For example, after the great revival of 1858, when millions of people were won to the Lord in this nation, The 
Civil War soon broke out and took the lives of multitudes, many of whom God had saved. 


After the great Wales awakening, that swept the world in 1904 through 1912, World War | broke out and 
millions of people who were saved in that great revival, their lives were taken in the war. It seems that God 
always extends his great hand of mercy, before he sends judgment. (The same pattern is seen in the 
Cambodian Revival of the early 1970's.) 


While America goes happily along, | can assure that the Holy Spirit has born witness in my heart that the 
Church is on the Cutting Edge of a great outpouring of God's Spirit in America." 


REVIVAL AND JUDGMENT 
There is a Great revival coming to America, but for the Sin of Abortion, the shedding of innocent blood, the price must be 
paid. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Jeremiah 15 
4 And | will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of 
Hezekiah king of Judah, for [that] which he did in Jerusalem 


2 Kings 21 
16 Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another; 
beside his sin wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing [that which was] evil in the sight of the LORD. 


The coming of revival is a turning point. If there were no remnant in the church crying out for revival; if no revival were 
coming, we would have no hope. 


This Passage from Ezekiel shows a pattern of judgment upon a wicked people where a remnant of them remain 
afterwards. 


Ezekiel 6 

1. And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, 

3 And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the 
mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, [even] I, will bring a sword upon you, 
and | will destroy your high places. 

6 In all your dwellingplaces the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be desolate; that your 
altars may be laid waste and made desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your images 
may be cut down, and your works may be abolished. 

7 And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that I [am] the LORD. 

8. Yet will | leave a remnant, that ye may have [some] that shall escape the sword .... 


In the book of Daniel, the Prophet Daniel is called on to interpret a vision in chapter 4. The interpretation amounted to a 
word of judgment on King Nebuchadnezzar. The nature of the judgment was a chastisement. Nevertheless Daniel 
expressed hope that it would not come to pass and immediately advised the King to repent at once. The King knew of 
God and his power but was basically ignorant of his ways. 


Daniel 4 


19. Then Daniel, whose name [was] Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. 
The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. 
Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream [be] to them that hate thee, and the interpretation 
thereof to thine enemies. 

20 The tree that thou sawest, 

22 It [is] thou, O king, .... 

26 And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, 
after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule. 

27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, 
and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor, if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. 


BELSHAZZAR'S FINAL END 

This is a sharp contrast with the judgment pronounced in the next chapter on King Belshazzar. Belshazzar, who knew of 
all the things that the Lord had done to Nebuchadnezzar, still paid no attention to them. His behavior was one of mockery 
and a personal offense to the Lord. His use of the vessels of the temple brought down the finger of God to produce the 
handwriting on the wall. He was weighed in the balance and found wanting. (The abuse of the temple vessels speaks of 
persecution of God's people, the church, when applied to our times.) Before Belshazzar, Daniel showed only respect. He 
offered no prayer or counsel. He knew the judgment was no chastisement. It was an outpouring of wrath unto desolation. 
Belshazzar and his kingdom were through. 


Daniel 5 

18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and 
honor: 

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, 
and they took his glory from him: 

21 And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, ... till he knew that the 
most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and [that] he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 

22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; 

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house 
before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast 
praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and 
the God in whose hand thy breath [is], and whose [are] all thy ways, hast thou not glorified..... 

30. In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 


Both of these elements must be a part of our understanding on God's word of judgment on America. Insofar as America 
is 'Babylon’, she will be desolated. Insofar as America is the church, she is to be chastised. 


The Lord gave me Isaiah 65 as applying here balancing the two types of judgment mentioned in Daniel. The whole 
chapter is relevant, but especially verses 8 through 14; verse 19; and the end of the chapter depicts the situation going 
on into the millennium. 
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8. Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and [one] saith, Destroy it not; for a 
blessing [is] in it: so will | do for my servants' sakes, that | may not destroy them all. 

11. But ye [are] they that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, .... 

12 Therefore will | number you to the sword, .... 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my 
servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed 

14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for 
vexation of spirit. 

19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in 
her, nor the voice of crying. 


This is a clear scriptural picture of revival in the midst of judgment. Note the words in verse 8. NEW WINE! When the 
Holy Ghost comes, they will say :These men are filled with new wine! Revival is coming.... And judgment is coming. 


AMERICA IS SAVED 
And after the judgment: further restoration and rebuilding. The Brother Anonymous prophecy and the Washington vision 
both offer hope in the end. So the turning point that brings revival means that America Is Saved! 


To illustrate this point the Lord took me in memory to a book | had read many years ago. 'War and Peace’. 


In Tolstoy's 'War and Peace’ there is a memorable scene, late in the book which shows the military insight of the 
Russian commander, General Kutuzov. 


Napoleon had invaded Russia in 1812, defeating the Russians at every turn. He advanced deep into Mother Russia, and 
took Moscow. But then he retreated seeking better winter quarters. History sees this as the turning point in the war but it 
was not. On the way out of Moscow, his army came to a fork in the road. One way led west, the way they had come. 
The other road went off to the southwest. It was at this point that some surviving elements of the Russian army made a 
stand and skirmished with the French by blocking the southwest fork. 


Rather than stopping to regroup for battle, Napoleon took the other road. 


Upon hearing the report of this action, General Kutuzov did something that astonished the staff officers in his 
headquarters. He fell to his knees weeping, and cried out, giving thanks to God, "Russia is Saved! Russia is Saved!" 


You see, he alone of all the men there realized that THIS was the turning point of the war. By taking the westerly road, 
Napoleon would be forced to pass through regions he had already come through once already during his advance on 
Moscow. These regions would now be depleted of the supplies his army would need to survive. (Napoleon would end up 
leaving Russia with slightly less than 10% of the army he had when he began the retreat.) Kutuzov alone had the insight 
into the situation, and praised God for Russia's deliverance. This he did while those around him had no understanding of 
the situation. 


The same thing can be said for us. The Lord gave me this parallel to show that America is Saved! 


So America is Saved in that it is not to be judged unto desolation and utterly destroyed at the Second Coming of Jesus. 
It will be judged, purged, purified and restored as a Godly covenant nation ready for the return of the master. 


Perhaps, This also means that AntiChrist will not rule America! 


ARISE, SHINE 
At the time of the outpouring and the great harvest, we will not see a total transformation of the moral climate of the 
nation. This was the case in several past revivals. But this is a case of Isaiah 60:1-2. 


Isaiah 60 1. Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 2 For, behold, 
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and 
his glory shall be seen upon thee. 


God will give revival in some areas but Satan will control others. This is seen in the parable of the tares and wheat. The 
tares are allowed to ripen along with the wheat, just before the harvest. There will be great contrasts between light and 
darkness; between the church and the world. 


The areas of revival will be places of great light and anointing; refuge and refreshment for God's people. 


The righteous grow more righteous and the wicked grow more wicked. The iniquities of America will come to the full as 
the sins of the Amorites did. When this comes about, the church will be in her glory leading multitudes to salvation. But 
the wicked will be in power and the country in chaos. Our nation will turn against Israel and this will be the final straw 
bringing down God's judgment. 


But the Lord's people will come out from Babylon and many will survive the bombing in miraculous ways. 


This also means that from the time of the bombing onward, antichrist forces will no longer rule. And that when America 
fully repents and humbles herself as a nation, several important changes will take place. The tide of battle will turn 
against the invaders. (Duduman's prophecy indicates that our enemies will begin to fight amongst themselves. So the 
lord will put confusion in their ranks!) Secondly, Theocracy will be established and we will once again be a covenant 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


people in right standing with God. Thirdly we will not be ruled over by antichrist, nor among the nations that march 
against Israel. Fourth we are not appointed unto the final outpouring of God's wrath upon the nations at the end. 


HOW MUCH OF THIS IN INEVITABLE? 

First some is inevitable because God's plan requires that "America will be reduced" to the point where she is not able to 
assist Israel in any way. And to the point where she cannot hinder antichrist in forming a one world government. America 
must fall. 


Secondly some is inevitable because of the "sins of Manasseh" and because He will not leave us "wholly unpunished". 


Thirdly some is inevitable because God wants to bring America to her knees in full repentance. She must be brought low 
enough for him to be able to establish Theocracy. Why? because we are a covenant people, analogous to Israel. (Many 
of the prophetic scriptures that mention Israel or Zion can be applied to us.) In a sense, the church of America is 
America. 


| heard a comment that America is a land built by immigration. True. We are a people gathered out from other nations. 
Like the Church is a people called out from the nations. This reinforces the idea that the Church of America is America ; 
and America is a type of the Church. 


To Quote Gordon Lindsey; 


"America became a nation in a manner different from almost any other people with the exception of ISRAEL. 
Some indeed came to the New World in search of gold and silver and other treasure. Adventurers committed 
the most brutal crimes in their mad lust for wealth. Kingdoms were plundered by the conquistadors without 
the slightest compunction of conscience. But our forefathers (who were from many nation) came to America 
for another purpose. They came to find a sanctuary where they could worship God in the freedom of their 
conscience." 


A COVENANT PEOPLE 

So our covenant doesn't just go back to 1776, neither does our history. The covenant is that made by God with the 
original colonists who came to this land seeking freedom to worship Him. And, perhaps for their sakes, he would have us 
to be in right standing with Him when he returns. That he may be able to spare us the final wrath and desolation prepared 
for the world. Praise God! 


What is inevitable is, | believe, a. economic and social chaos, b. bombing of our cities and c. invasion of the land. What 
is variable is the extent of the damage and the length of the war. This is where God's hand of judgment can be stayed. 
Once she repents, America needs only to be reduced to the point of being unable to help Israel. 


What is not coming to pass amongst all that we have been taught by traditional eschatology is: a. rule by antichrist in 
America, and b. final desolation in the Day of the Lord. 


But just as all the world will come against Israel in the last battle; all the world will first come against America. She is 
God's other covenant people. And when America finally repents her people will be willing to lay down their lives. 
Concurrently when the Church finally repents and God's people are willing to lay down their lives, God's purpose will go 
forward. The enemy will be overcome in the natural and the Adversary will be overcome in the spiritual. 


AFTERWORD 
The following paragraph is taken from an article in The Morning Star Prophetic Journal Vol 1 Nr 1. p. 45 


1991 and Beyond by Rick Joyner 


"The U.S. and her allies will win the impending Middle-East conflict but no one has yet comprehended the magnitude of 
the cost in both lives and future world influence. The eagle (U.S.) will have her "right wing" broken (conservative politics) 
and begin a downward spiral.... 


| read this prophecy when it came out in early 1991. It came home to roost in the late fall of 1992, after | had completely 
forgotten it. Tony Foster wrote to me from Russia, after the 1992 election was over and said the election results were that 
prophecy coming to pass! Of course he was right. 


Our pastor, Rod Aguillard, points out that in 1988 the church received a call to rise up and put a stop to abortion through 
operation rescue. She did not, as a whole, answer that call. Therefor God has now turned us over to an oppressor, just 
like He did to Israel so many times in the book of Judges and elsewhere. (Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem...) When the 
oppression gets bad enough, we will call upon his name. 


Rev. Harold Cohen, a charismatic catholic priest in New Orleans, pointed this out, just after the election. The majority of 
Americans voted against the pro-life candidate (Bush). So in effect the U.S. has chosen death instead of life, and cursing 
instead of blessing. Not discouraged he added "We don't know what the future holds, but we know Who holds the future!" 


Now we see in the Clinton Administration foolish policies that will deliberately cripple our economy and devastate our 
military strength. Policies that will place us exactly in position for the coming prophesied catastrophes. We have chosen 
death, as a nation, and the curses are now piling up ever faster. And at the same time God is pouring out the new wine 
to the faithful remnant among his people. "He that sitteth in the Heavens shall laugh." 
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APPENDIX 


APPENDIX A : Brother Anonymous 
This is transcribed from a taped TV interview of Brother Anonymous 
There is a price to pay for the murder of abortion. Jericho paid that price.... 


Crisis draws us together. Every time there's a crisis, people come. It's been that way from the very beginning. God told 
the children of Israel "When | do these things, then you'll seek me early. When | do these things, then you'll call upon my 
name. When | do these things to you, then you'll know that | am God. "It's been that way always. It's still that way today. 
And God still moves that way to get us to bow our knee. 


Crisis is coming to America. To get us to repent, to bow our knees. To get us to give Jesus Christ Lordship over our lives. 
Not just to know Him but to know all of Him. Not just to have heard of him but to know all about him. To be intimate. 
We're gonna end up bowing our knee before God Almighty. And God will save us. 


"In the war that's coming we will not be defeated, but we will be hurt. We will be neutralized. We're not going to come out 
of it unscathed. China and Russia are both going to invade our territory. There's going to be tremendous nuclear, or 
limited nuclear warfare. But tremendous bombing and a new type of weaponry that is going to hit the east and the west 
coasts of the United States. And those cities. The purpose in that is to desolate the populous areas. So then when 
invasion troops and invasion forces come in there'll be fewer people that they have to deal with. 


And they are not really after our cities; they are gonna be after our farms. They're gonna be after our agricultural land. 
That's what they're coming after. That's why they are gonna wipe out the populous areas, or try to, and then invade the 
middle of America. 


I've seen missiles coming from submarines, to do it. And for some reason, the Lord told me, the missiles that Russia has 
are not accurate, and so they won't depend on those greatly. But they'll depend on submarine warfare. The missiles will 
come from submarines. But they don't have a long range and so they'll mainly attack the coastal areas. 


But the great thing is that we'll win. It'll look like were going to be defeated. It'll bring us to our knees. But were gonna 
win. At the same time, not only will we be neutralized but Russia will be neutralized. Russia will have - nothing - after it's 
all said and done. And we'll have nothing after it's all said and done. Basically, we'll have life. There'll be some life left. 


But when Russia's neutralized and America's neutralized, then you'll see the Anti-Christ arise in power. That's when he'll 
arise. And he'll say 'Ah, now’ to himself or to those around him, 'since | don't have anything to worry about in America, l'Il 
leave it alone. The United States, | don't have to worry about it; it's no longer a power. | don't have anything to worry about 
with Russia, it's no longer a power. So I'm gonna concentrate all my forces upon this European segment. 


But there is a force, Israel, I've got to deal with. Because it's a thorn in my side. And God says 'I'll put a hook in your jaw 
and I'll draw you out. He's gonna put a hook in the jaw and He's gonna draw him out. And they're gonna come against 
Israel. But they won't have the United States to worry about. They won't have Russia to contend with. It'll be the anti- 
Christ forces that are gonna bring this invasion of Israel. 


But were gonna be neutralized and we won't be able to intervene. Only God can intervene. And in a way, that's what God 
wants. Is that when Israel can't say ‘Help!’ to anybody but God. Only God will they be able to say help to. And when they 
say, 'Daddy, help me!’ he'll help them. And he'll intervene, Miraculously! 


But that's the time period that were coming to. And so not a lot of people have thought that China would be involved in the 
invasion. But China is gonna be involved in the invasion. A lot of people said well that's impossible because Russia and 
China hate each other. Well they're gonna unite for a common cause. And when you unite for a common cause, each 
one of them will probably be thinking, 'Well when it's over with, I'll take care of the other guy.' And so were gonna be 
invaded. 


China will still have enough people, after it's said and done. China will still have enough people to send millions and 
millions. A hundred million marching toward Israel. They won't be technological giants. But they'll be giants in physical 
numbers, numbers of men. Numbers in the army that they'll still be able to amass. But they'll join, they're gonna join 
Russia in this coming invasion. 


God will supernaturally intervene. But the time frame it's gonna leave us with is that you'll see a lot more horse and 
buggy's on the roads than you'll see cars. I've seen a time when there's very, very few automobiles on the road, and a lot 
of horses. A lot of buggies; a lot of wagons. Some of them are really strange wagons. It's like they didn't know how to 
build them. They just constructed anything that would haul something. It's like people who didn't know how to do, how to 
build but did the best they could. And so you saw a lot of strange things on the road. 


When I have visions, like this, the Lord gives me visions or dreams, it's as if | went through this time period. So | can 
remember seeing certain things. Just like | can close my eyes and | can see 'em just like | can see you. It's like | lived 
through it. | lived through the horse and buggies. | lived through a time when there was no radio. | lived through a time 
when there was no TV. | lived through a time when the people didn't know if there was any government. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


So for a period of time, there was government by God through the people. And God literally formed theocracy. Not a 
democracy, not a monarchy, not a king. But a theocracy. For He told people what to do. Men were led by the Spirit of 
God. They made decisions based upon what the Holy Spirit of God said to do. And they lived. 


And if they needed water, they walked out. The Holy Spirit says "here!" They drilled; Here; and there was water. They 
didn't have to drill ten times. They drilled one time. There was the water. 


So it's gonna be an interesting time period that were entering into. A lot of people are anti that. | can't help it. This is 
actually what's going to take place in the United States of America. 


But | tell you the Power of God! The power of God that's coming in this next move. That will move here is going to be 
quite dramatic.... 


The Lord wants this word to come out. He wants the church to hear. The Lord God is with them in all these things that 
are coming in the earth; coming stock market crash; coming famine; coming gangs that are going to start roaming when 
welfare is greatly cut back. Eventually there will be no welfare. 


APPENDIX B : George Washington's Vision 


This is Chapter 6 of "Will our president Die in office? by Gordon Lindsey. Christ for the Nations, Inc. PO Box 24910, 
Dallas TX 75224. 


THE FAMOUS VISION OF GEORGE WASHINGTON 


In connection with the message of this book, we felt it would be appropriate to include the famous vision of George 
Washington. 


One of the incidents of his life that has come down to us concerns one Isaac Potts, secretly a Tory, who provided 
George Washington a headquarters during the time he was at Valley Forge. There was not much room for privacy there, 
and Mr. Potts frequently observed Washington visit a secluded grove nearby. One day while strolling up the creek he 
heard a solemn voice. He walked quietly in the direction of it, and saw Washington's horse tied to a sapling. In a thicket 
nearby was the beloved chief upon his knees in prayer, his cheeks suffused with tears. 


Mr. Potts returned and to his family said, "The Tory cause is lost." He gave his reasons for this change of opinion. 


"| have this day seen what | never expected. You know | always thought the sword and the gospel were utterly 
inconsistent; and no man could be a soldier and a Christian at the same time. But George Washington has this day 
convinced me of my mistake. 


"If George Washington be not a man of God | am greatly deceived - and still more shall | be deceived if God does not, 
through him, work out a great salvation for America. 


"If there is anyone on this earth to whom the Lord will listen, it is George Washington; and | feel a presentiment that 
under such a commander there can be no doubt of our eventually establishing our independence and God in His 
providence has willed it so." 


Perhaps the most startling spiritual experience of George Washington was a vision he received (which has been given 
wide publicity and is generally knows as "The Vision of George Washington"). The authenticity of this vision is evident in 
that the facts of it were circulated before the Civil War. Yet the vision speaks with detail of that great war between the 
states! 


The most solemn part of the vision, however, is that which relates to a great catastrophic war that is yet to come, and 
which presages a fearful devastation of our country. The details of the vision were communicated to a Professor Totten by 
an Anthony Sherman, who was with George Washington at Valley Forge. Professor Totten published it in tract form in 
"Our Race Leaflet" in September, 1898. May the reader note that in the vision only those wars which involved America by 
invasion are considered. Thus the War of 1812 and the Civil War are spoken of since blood flowed on our soil in both of 
these wars. This was not true in the War of 1898, nor of World War II. The ominous "red light" apparently speaks of 
communism (which originated in this century), which has already reached Cuba, an island within 90 miles of our shores. 
Whether soldiers will actually land on our coasts may or may not be indicated by the vision, for weapons now devised 
can destroy at a distance. 


The Vision Professor Totten relates George Washington's vision as follows: 


The last time | ever saw Anthony Sherman was on the fourth of July, 1859, in Independence Square. He was then ninety 
years old and becoming very feeble. But though so old his eyes rekindled as he gazed upon Independence Hall, which he 
came to visit once more before he was gathered home. 


"Let us to into the hall," he said. "I want to tell you on an incident of Washington's life - one which no one alive knows of 
except myself; and if you live, you will before long see it verified. 


"From the opening of the Revolution we experienced all phases of fortune, now good and now ill, one time victorious and 
another conquered. The darkest period we had, | think, was when Washington after several reverses, retreated to Valley 
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Forge, where he resolved to pass the winter of 1777. Ah! | have often seen the tears coursing down our dear 
commander's careworn cheeks, as he would be conversing with a confidential officer about the condition of his poor 
soldiers. You have doubtless heard the story of Washington's going to the thicket to pray. Well it was not only true, but 
he used often to pray in secret for aid and comfort. And God brought us safely through the darkest days of tribulation. 


"One day, | remember it well, the chilly winds whistled through the leafless trees. Though the sky was cloudless and the 
sun shone brightly, he remained in his quarters nearly all of the afternoon, alone. When he came out | noticed that his 
face was a shade paler than usual, and there seemed to be something on his mind of more than ordinary importance. 
Returning just after dusk, he dispatched an orderly to the quarters of an officer, who was presently in attendance. After a 
preliminary conversation of about half an hour, Washington, gazing upon his companion with that strange look of dignity 
which he alone could command said to the latter." 


"| do not know whether it is owing to the anxiety of my mind or what, but this afternoon, as | was sitting at this table 
engaged in preparing a dispatch, something in the apartment seemed to disturb me. Looking up, | beheld standing 
opposite me a singularly beautiful being. So astonished was |, for | had given strict orders not to be disturbed, that it was 
some moments before | found language to inquire the cause of the visit. A second, a third, and even a fourth time did | 
repeat my question, but received no answer from my mysterious visitor except a slight raising of the eyes. 


"By this time | felt strange sensations spreading through me. | would have risen but the riveted gaze of the being before 
me rendered volition impossible. | assayed once more to speak, but my tongue had become useless, as if paralyzed. A 
new influence, mysterious, potent, irresistible, took possession of me. All | could was to gaze steadily, vacantly at my 
unknown visitor. 


"Gradually the surrounding atmosphere seemed to fill with sensations, and grew luminous. Everything about me seemed 
to rarefy, the mysterious visitor also becoming more airy and yet more distinct to my sight than before. | began to feel as 
one dying or rather to experience the sensations which | have sometimes imagined accompany death. | did not think, | 
did not reason, | did not move. All were alike impossible. | was only conscious of gazing fixedly, vacantly at my 
companion. 


"Presently | heard a voice saying, 'Son of the Republic, look and learn,' while at the same time my visitor extended an 
arm eastward. | now beheld a heavy white vapor at some distance rising fold upon fold. This gradually dissipated and | 
looked upon a strange scene. Before me lay, spread out in one vast plain, all the countries of the world - Europe, Asia, 
Africa and America. | saw rolling and tossing between Europe and America the billows of the Atlantic, and between Asia 
and America lay the Pacific. 'Son of the Republic,’ said the same mysterious voice as before, 'look and learn," 


At that moment | beheld a dark, shadowy 'being' like an angel, standing, or rather floating in mid-air, between Europe and 
America. Dipping water out of the ocean in the hollow of each hand, he sprinkled some upon America with his right hand, 
while with his left he cast some over Europe. Immediately a cloud arose from these countries, and joined in mid-ocean. 
For a while it remained stationary, and then it moved slowly westward until it enveloped America in its murky folds. Sharp 
flashes of lightning gleamed through it at intervals and | heard the smothered groans and cries of the American people. 
(This may be interpreted to have been the Revolutionary War then in progress.) 


"A second time the angel dipped water from the ocean and sprinkled it out as before. The dark cloud was then drawn 
back to the ocean, in whose heaving billows it sank from view. 


"A third time | heard the mysterious voice saying, "Son of the Republic, look and learn.' | cast my eyes upon America 
and beheld villages and towns and cities springing up one after another until the whole land from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific was dotted with them. Again, | heard the mysterious voice say. 'Son of the Republic, the end of the century 
cometh, look and learn.’ 


And this time the dark shadowy angel turned his face southward. From Africa | saw an ill-omened specter approach our 
land. It flitted slowly and heavily over every town and city of the latter. The inhabitants presently set themselves in battle 
array against each other. As | continued looking | saw a bright angel on whose brow rested a crown of light, on which 
was traced the word 'UNION.' He was bearing the American flag. He placed the flag between the divided nation and said 
‘Remember, ye are brethren. 


Instantly the inhabitants, casting down their weapons, became friends once more and united around the National 
Standard. 


"Again | heard the mysterious voice saying, 'Son of the Republic, look and learn.' At this the dark, shadowy angel placed 
a trumpet to his mouth, and blew three distinct blasts; and taking water from the ocean, he sprinkled it upon Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. 


Then my eyes beheld a fearful scene. From each of these continents arose thick black clouds that were soon joined into 
one. And throughout this mass there gleamed a dark red light by which | saw hordes of armed men. These men, moving 
with the cloud, marched by land and sailed by sea to America, which country was enveloped in the volume of cloud. And 
| dimly saw these vast armies devastate the whole country and burn the villages, towns and cities which | had seen 
springing up. 


As my ears listened to the thundering of the cannon, clashing of swords, and the shouts and cries of millions in mortal 
combat, | again heard the mysterious voice saying, 'Son of the Republic, look and learn.' When the voice had ceased, the 
dark shadowy angel placed his trumpet once more to his mouth and blew a long and fearful blast. 
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Instantly a light as of a thousand suns shone down from above me, and pierced and broke into fragments the dark cloud 
which enveloped America. At the same moment the angel upon whose head still shone the word 'UNION,' and who bore 
our national flag in one hand and a sword in the other, descended from the heavens attended by legions of white spirits. 
These immediately joined the inhabitants of America, who | perceived were well-nigh overcome, but who immediately 
taking courage again, closed up their broken ranks and renewed the battle. 


"Again, amid the fearful noise of the conflict, | heard the mysterious voice saying, 'Son of the Republic, look and learn.' 
As the voice ceased, the shadowy angel for the last time dipped water from the ocean and sprinkled it upon America. 
Instantly the dark cloud rolled back, together with the armies it had brought, leaving the inhabitants of the land victorious. 


"Then once more | beheld the villages, towns and cities springing up where | had seen them before, while the bright 
angel, planting the azure standard he had brought in the midst of them, cried with a loud voice: 'While the stars remain, 
and the heavens send down dew upon the earth, so long shall the Union last.’ And taking from his brow the crown on 
which blazoned the word 'UNION' he placed upon the Standard while the people, kneeling down said, 'Amen'! 


"The scene instantly began to fade and dissolve, and | at last saw nothing but the rising, curling vapor | at first beheld. 
This also disappeared, and | found myself once more gazing upon the mysterious visitor, who, in the same voice | had 
heard before, said, 'Son of the Republic, what you have seen is thus interpreted; Three great perils will come upon the 
Republic. The Most fearful for is the third. But the whole world united shall not prevail against her. Let every child of the 
Republic learn to live for his God, his land and Union.' With these words the vision vanished, and i started from my seat 
and felt that | had seen a vision wherein had been shown me the birth, the progress, and destiny of the United States." 


"Such, my friends," the venerable narrator concluded, "were the words | heard from Washington's own lips, and America 
will do well to profit by them." 


APPENDIX C : Dimitri Duduman 
An interview with Dimitri Duduman 


This material is taken from a tape titled America Will Burn! which is distributed by the League of Prayer PO Box 4038, 
Montgomery AL 36103. It consists of a conversation between an interviewer, Duduman and an interpreter. The nature of 
the revelations is somewhat awkward because the interpreter is doing a running translation of Duduman speaking in his 
native tongue. The voice we are quoting is the interpreter. 


In the beginning of the interview, Duduman tells something of his experiences under communist persecution in Romania, 
and his supernatural deliverance with the assistance of the Angel Gabriel. 


At a time of deep discouragement, after coming to America, he once again encounters the Angel Gabriel who has a 
message for him to give to the Church. 


"He said "America will burn." | said "How will America burn?" | said why did you bring me here, why didn't you let me die 
in jail in Romania." He said, "I told you to have patience." and he said get on this here next me. | got on something. It 
wasn't a vision. It wasn't a dream. | was awake like I'm awake now. And he showed him all over California. He showed 
him Las Vegas. And he said, 'Do you see what I've shown you here?" He said this is Sodom and Gomorra and all of this, 
in one day it will burn." "He went and he showed him New York and he said "This is New York. And he said this is 
Sodom and Gomorra. In one day it will burn." He went and showed him Florida. And he said, "This is Florida." And he 
said, "Everything that I've shown you, in one day it will burn." "I said, 'How will it burn in one day?" Because the Russian 
spies have found out the most powerful nuclear warehouses in America. And when the Americans will think it's peace 
and safety, the communists from America will start a Revolution against the government, and the government will be 
busy with them. And then, he said, from the ocean, from Cuba, from Nicaragua, from Mexico, and he told him two other 
countries but he don't remember these. And they will bomb the nuclear warehouses. And America will burn. 


| said "What will you do with the church?" He said "The church has forsaken him." | said "How come you don't have 
people right here in America?" The angel said "Remember what | have told you. You will go on television. You will go on 
radio. You will go in churches. No matter where you will be, tell them everything that | told you. 


Tell them that I'm not with the church no more. Because the people give praises to themselves. The honor that's 
supposed to be given to Christ, the people take it on themselves. In the churches, there is divorces, there's adultery in 
the churches, there's homosexuality in the churches, there's abortion in the churches and every kind of sin in the 
churches. And they turn some of the churches for businesses for money. And all the evangelists, they only preach 
salvation and happiness. 


But they don't want to show the destruction. They don't want to show the hard times that will come upon America. And 
that's why I've brought you here. Because through your mouth | want to wake up a lot of people. Because | love this 
country. And | want to save the church." 


| said "How will you save them? If America will burn, how will you be able to save them?" He said "Tell them this, the way 
I'm telling you." He said "The way | saved the three young ones from the furnace of fire; How | saved Daniel from the lions 
den; | will save them the same way." He said "Tell them to stop sinning. Tell them to turn towards the Lord. Because he 
never gets tired of forgiving. And they must look for the Lord with all their hearts. 


Because in a short time it will happen. Everything that | just told you. Tell them do not be afraid of trouble. Because | will 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


be with you." 


He said that "I will go before you and | will work powerfully. He said "I will heal a lot of people of their sickness. And | will 
open the door so you can go on television and on the radio." And that's what it happened. Because the lord had done a 
lot of healing upon American churches. And those people that were healed they went on the television. They were in 
California, in Utah, in Indiana, in Missouri, and other states. And the Lord had opened the doors. And | spoke on the 
television; | spoke on the radio. 


And I'll never keep quiet. As long as | have breath in me. | will sound the trumpet so the American Church will wake up. 
Because America took the bible all over this world. Because Americans did go as missionaries all over this world. But 
America fell from the truth. And the church from America; they fell from the truth. And Christ want's to save them. But 

only if they will stop sinning; and they will turn towards him." 


And the Angel said also; he said that "The Lord has blessed this country. Because of the Jewish people that is in this 
country." He said that "over here he has 7 million Jewish. Which they never tasted of torture. They never went through 
tortures; through hard times; and the Lord has blessed them in this country. But they don't want to recognize the Lord. 
They started sinning. And they started all kinds of evil things. And the Lord wants to punish them together with America. 
And Israel is not recognizing the Messiah, because they put their faith on the Jewish people from America. And the Lord 
will punish America. 


And then when America will be punished, all the people will be frightened. The Lord will give power to China and Japan, 
and other nations. And they will go against the Russians and they will beat the Russians. He said they will push them all 
the way to the gates of Paris. Over there they will make a treaty of peace. 


And all the people, they will turn towards Israel. That's when the war of Armageddon will be. He said that Israel will be 
frightened. They will not have the help from America no more. And then they will call upon the Messiah. That's when the 
Messiah will come. In the help of Israel. 


But the church must meet the messiah. We must get ourselves ready so we can meet the Lord. Because Christ will set 
on the Mount of Olives together with the church." 


And he told him this, "Tell this to all the people. Tell them to read from the bible." | asked him, he said, "If you're the 
Angel of the Lord, where does it say in the bible what you just told me?" And he said "Tell them to read this. In Jeremiah 
51:8-15. and Revelation, chapter 18. Over there it tells exactly what will happen to America. And how America will burn. 
And the battle that Christ will go against, he'll fight against all the nations. How Christ will fight against all the nations." 
He said "Tell them to read from Zechariah, chapter 14." 


Whenever | put my hand on the Bible, | was learned by the Lord. Because everything, what the Angel of the Lord said; it 
was prophesied before. With the meaning about this country. Because all the evangelists and all the American 
preachers; they only talk about the salvation of the people. They talk about the happiness of the people. But they don't 
want to preach the true word of the Lord. And the American pastors they cannot speak the truth no more. Because if 
they speak the truth to the people, the people will leave the church. 


But we will have to answer before the Lord of the teaching that we give to other people. And we must preach the true 
word the way it's written. And | wish to visit American Churches as much as possible. And | must tell all the people to 
turn towards the Lord. So on the day when America will be on fire, so they will be able to be saved. And a lot of times, in 
my suffering, when | was being tortured, the angle of the Lord was next to me. May the Lord bless him. 


APPENDIX D : MARY STEWART RELFE 
Synopsis and Comment re: Dimitru Duduman by Mary Stewart Relfe of the League of Prayer 


The Angel Gabriel told Dimitri "America Will Burn" America will be deceived by Russia's "Peace! Peace!" This tape was 
made a couple of years before Glasnost. 


Russia will locate our nuclear missile silos. And from Cuba and Nicaragua, bombard them. Los Angeles, Las Vegas, 
New York City and Florida will burn. Christians, God's blood bought, God will preserve, as He did Shadrac, Meshach and 
Abednigo in the fiery furnace. The church in America, he said is corrupt, full of divorce and adultery. Its preachers, 
generally are not declaring the whole counsel of God. Though God does have a remnant. 


Revival, for which League of Prayer is praying, is always accompanied by or followed by Judgment. Judgment is not a 
pleasant subject. The prophet Isaiah calls judgment Gods "strange work" (Isaiah 28:21). 


For example, after the great revival of 1858, when millions of people were won to the Lord in this nation, The Civil War 
soon broke out and took the lives of multitudes, many of whom God had saved. 


After the great Wales awakening, that swept the world in 1904 through 1912, World War I broke out and millions of 
people who were saved in that great revival, their lives were taken in the war. It seems that God always extends his great 
hand of mercy, before he sends judgment. 


While America goes happily along, | can assure that the Holy Spirit has born witness in my heart that the Church is on 
the Cutting Edge of a great outpouring of God's Spirit in America. And when God's Spirit is poured out in great power on 
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a lukewarm church, there are always "Annaias and Sephiras". Charles Finney spoke of it frequently. 


APPENDIX E : Richard Pipes 

Why the Soviet Union Thinks it Could Fight and Win a Nuclear War 

by Richard Pipes Baird Professor of History, Harvard University Reprinted from Commentary, 1977 
A Summary of the Argument 


American and Soviet nuclear doctrines are diametrically opposed. They are products of totally different historical 
experiences and political and socioeconomic systems. The apparent contradictions in Soviet nuclear doctrine and the 
dangers of U. S. unilateral adherence to a strategy of mutual deterrence are best understood when put in historical 
perspective. 


The American view of war has been conditioned by the ideas characteristic of a Western commercial society. Underlying 
it is the notion that human conflict results from misunderstandings that can be resolved by negotiation. Marxism, on the 
other hand, holds conflict to be normal (and military forces as a political tool and a part of grand strategy. Americans 
generally regard war as an abnormal situation and want to end it rapidly through technological superiority and with the 
least possible loss of friendly (but not necessarily enemy) lives. Large peacetime forces are an unwelcome expense. 


These contrary views of war were affected differently by the coming of nuclear weapons. In the U. S., atomic and 
thermonuclear bombs were considered "absolute" weapons, capable of destroying a society or even a civilization, and 
against which there was no defense. Thus, Clausewitz's dictum that war is an extension of politics was considered dead. 
Since nuclear war could serve no rational political purpose, the function of strategic forces should be to avert war. 
Because of the vast destructiveness of nuclear weapons, a "sufficiency" of weapons to retaliate was believed to be 
enough. Numerical superiority was thought to have little meaning. To ensure a stable balance, in which conflicts could be 
resolved by negotiation, the USSR should even have the ability to do unacceptable second-strike damage to the U. S. 
This concept of mutual deterrence, or mutual assured destruction, became U. S. policy and as nuclear delivery 
capabilities improved, remained the foundation of a somewhat more flexible policy. 


These U. S. strategic theories were developed largely by civilian scientists and "accountants," with little contribution from 
military professionals. The theorists were guided significantly by fiscal imperatives -- the desire to reduce the defense 
budget while retaining a capacity to deter Soviet threats to U. S. interests. The theories were formulated without 
reference to their Soviet counterparts, and in the belief that we can "educate" the Soviets to adopt our views. 


In the USSR, where strategy is considered a science and the special province of the military, nuclear weapons were not 
held to be "absolute," except perhaps briefly after Stalin's death. The idea of mutual deterrence was never accepted. 
Soviet theorists rejected the idea that technology determines strategy. They adapted nuclear weapons to their traditional 
Clausewitzian view of war as an extension of politics. 


The Communist revolution eliminated that segment of Russian society that was most Westernized, and put the peasant 
class in power. History had taught the Russian peasant that cunning and coercion assured survival; cunning when weak; 
cunning and coercion when strong. "Not to use force when one had it indicated some inner weakness." That concept of 
the use of power and the fact that, since 1914, the USSR has lost up to 60,000,000 citizens through war, famine, and 
purges and survived has no doubt conditioned the development of Soviet nuclear strategy. 


Soviet nuclear doctrine, expounded in a wide range of Russian defense literature, has five related elements: > Preemption 
(first strike). 


> Quantitative superiority (a requisite for preemption and because the war may last for some time, even though the initial 
hours are decisive). 


> Counterforce targeting. 

> Combined-arms operations to supplement nuclear strikes. 

> Defense, which has been almost totally neglected by the U. S. under its concept of mutual deterrence. 

Soviet Doctrine is both a continuation and an extension of the Soviet belief that all military forces -- nuclear and 
conventional -- serve a political purpose as guarantor of internal control and an instrument for territorial expansion. Thus, 


large military forces are accepted in the Soviet Union as a rational capital investment, regardless of their impact on social 
programs. 


Soviet writing on nuclear strategy has been largely ignored, or has been ridiculed in this country because if its jingoism 
and crudity, and the obscurity of Communist semantics. It is a strategy of "compellance," in contrast to the U. S. 
doctrine of deterrence. 


But"... the relationship of Soviet doctrine and Soviet deployments (is) sufficiently close to suggest that ignoring or not 
taking seriously Soviet military doctrine may have very detrimental effects on U. S. security." 


Finally, "... as long as the Soviets persist in adhering to the Clausewitzian maxim on the function of war, mutual 
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deterrence does not really exist. And unilateral deterrence is feasible only if we understand the Soviet war-winning 
strategy and make it impossible for them to succeed." 


APPENDIX F : Lance Lambert 

This is from Christ for the Nations Vol 43 nr 2, May 1990. 

The Article is 'As | see it.’ by Lance Lambert 

(This is cited as another confirmation of the Dimitri Duduman prophecy.) 


... There was a prophecy given in 1911 that shortly an evil would take Russia, and wherever this evil would go, rivers of 
blood would flow. It was not the Russian soul; it was not an ideology or a philosophy, but a spirit from hell. In the last 
days, the prophecy went on to say, Germany would be divided; Italy would be judged by natural disasters; France would 
be nothing much; Britain would lose her empire and come almost to ruin, but would be saved by praying women; the U. 
S. would feed the world and be the greatest power, but would FINALLY BE REDUCED. In the end Russia would be free 
and believers would go forth from Russia and China taking the Good News to all the earth before the antichrist. 


APPENDIX G : Hudson Taylor 


On one of his furloughs in the 1850's to England, Hudson Taylor was preaching when he suddenly stopped and just stood 
for a period of time with his eyes closed. When he started to speak again he explained that he had seen a vision. In this 
vision he saw a great war that would encompass the whole world. He saw this war recess and then start again, actually 
being two wars. After this much unrest and revolts would affect many nations. There would be spiritual awakenings in 
some places. In Russia there would be a "general, all encompassing, national spiritual awakening so great that there 
could never be another like it." From Russia awakening will spread to many European countries, followed by an all out 
awakening, after which Christ will come. 


APPENDIX H : Bill Hamon 


One of the best known principles for determining the Will of God is the scriptural requirement that everything must be 
confirmed in the mouth of two or three witnesses before accepting it as fact. This principle about receiving confirmation 
was established in the law of Moses (Dt. 17:6; 19:15) and reestablished under grace in the Church by the Apostle Paul 
(2 Cor. 13:1). 


The rule can be applied to a word of counsel, a word of prophecy, or a rhema word. Just as the general Will of God 
cannot be established by a single verse, neither can the specific Will of God be established by one prophecy, one 
rhema, one counselor, or one anything else. It is not offensive to the Lord for you to withhold judgment on a word until 
you receive confirmation from two or three other sources. In fact, He insists that in all serious matters there be at least 
two and preferably three witnesses before you accept a prophetic word. 


taken from 'Prophets and Personal Prophecy’ by Dr. Bill Hamon 


APPENDIX I : Paul Erdman 


This is taken from the novel "Panic of '89" by Paul Erdman. It is included to show the extent of anti-American sentiment 
around the world. And to prove that the prophesied turn of events, all the world turning against the U.S., is not 
inconceivable. 


"The United States, by the end of 1988, had become the world's most hated country....And not just in Latin America 
where the United States had for generations been regarded as the world's last imperialist power. No the same hatred was 
also endemic in Europe. Here the United States was seen as a bully nation led by primitive men who were forever 
threatening the extinction of mankind, obsessed, as they were, with retaining global power no matter what the cost might 
be ... for others. If it come to a showdown with the Russians, many Europeans were convinced that the Americans would 
fight...to the last German and Frenchman and Britisher. Better them dead than America Red. 


"In Asia the United States was seen as a big crybaby. The Americans had, to a man, been for free trade as long as the 
rest of the world lay in ruins after World War II. Peoples everywhere were desperate for all those things which only 
America could supply. They bought them regardless of either price or quality. But when the productive facilities of the 
rest of the world were finally renewed, the Americans suddenly found that they were no longer able to compete with 
Japan and Hong Kong and Taiwan and South Korea in steel and automobiles and consumer electronics and textiles and 
even computers. When free trade no longer meant easy profits for Detroit or Silicon Valley -- what did they do? Instead of 
working a little harder, they tried to force the government in Washington to close up their markets by establishing import 
quotas. And when it worked, they said to the foreigners: "Too bad. We have to look after ourselves for a change." 


"In the Middle East, the United States was seen as a nation which would never cease giving blind support to Israel. In 
black Africa, it was seen as a silent supporter of apartheid; in white South Africa it was seen as a nation of gullible 
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wimps who would rather listen to Bishop Tutu than the Reverend Jerry Falwell." 


APPENDIX J : A 'prophetic' game. 


In 1976 Simulations Publications Inc., now defunct, of New York published a Wargame titled ‘Invasion America." This 
game, designed by James F. Dunnigan with J. A. Nelson is a hypothetical study of a some time future invasion of North 
America by European, South American and Asian Allies. Interestingly the proposed "historical justification" for the game 
reads as follows. 


"2000: U. S. soil becomes the most valuable commodity in the world. Food shortages and greed are the main factors 
involved in the launching of a relatively coordinated invasion of the North America Continent." 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Key of David 
by Bill Somers 


And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he 
that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and 
shutteth, and no man openeth; Revelation 3:7 


The Key of David is mentioned Revelation 3 also comes up in Isaiah 22. What exactly is the Key of 
David? 


In the passage from Revelation, we see Jesus describing Himself. This letting us know something 
about himself is a major feature of the book aptly named The Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


But the mention in Isaiah doesn't seem to have anything to do with Jesus. Here is the text from Isaiah. 


Isaiah 22: 

15 Thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna, 
which is over the house, and say, 

16 What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hast hewed thee out a 
sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an 
habitation for himself in a rock? 

17 Behold, the LORD will carry thee away with a mighty captivity, and will surely cover 
thee. 

18 He will surely violently turn and toss thee like a ball into a large country: there shalt 
thou die, and there the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of thy lord's house. 

19 And | will drive thee from thy station, and from thy state shall he pull thee down. 

20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah: 

21 And | will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit 
thy government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and to the house of Judah. 

22 And the key of the house of David will | lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and 
none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 


Keys imply power and authority. To have a key is to have power, ability, or authority. They are also 
mentioned in Rev 1:18, Matt 16:19, Matt 18:18. In both these cases the Word speaks of ultimate 
authority to open and shut. It's clear that Jesus has the ultimate authority to open and shut. 


And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Matthew 28:18 


But in Isaiah we find the same key of David with the same authority assigned to Elaikim the son of 
Hilkiah. Who was He? And moreover why should he be given the Key of David? 


We also find Shebna and Hilkiah mentioned in 2 Kings and in Isaiah 37. 


And when they had called to the king, there came out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 
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which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the 
recorder. 2 Kings 18:18 


And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders 
of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. Isaiah 37:2 


And here we find out that Shebna was a scribe or lawyer, and that they were part of King Hezekiah's 
entourage during the Assyrian siege. 


Let's look at some other factors. Hilkiah means portion of Jehovah or my portion is Jehovah. Eliakim 
means whom God establishes or Whom God will raise up or set up.. Shebna means youth or vigour. 
There are other clues to be found in careful reading of the text. Notice that in Isaiah 22 Shebna is 
mentioned as being over the house, but in Isaiah 37 and 2 Kings 18 it clearly states that Eliakim was 
over the household. In Isaiah 22:20 he uses the phrase "And it shall come to pass in that day". This 
indicates that the passage is prophetic and points to a future time. Also in the same verse he calls 
Eliakim 'my servant’, a phrase associated with Messiah as mentioned in Isaiah 53 and other places. 
Next consider that Eliakim is always described as the son of Hilkiah while no genealogy is ever given 
for Shebna. He is always called Shebna, the Scribe. This whole passage about Shebna and Eliakim 
is only about them on the surface. This is figurative speech contrasting Jesus the Son of God with 
Satan the legalist. And the passage is really or prophetically speaking of Messiah being established 
in the place of Satan. Jesus is being set up by the Father, over the household of God where before it 
had been under the domain or influence of Satan, who is about to be overthrown with great judgments. 


Notice that God says He will lay the key of David on his shoulder. There is another passage in Isaiah 
where we read about the government on his shoulder 


For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 


from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. Isaiah 9:6- 
7 


Now of course this passage is a reference to Jesus, the Messiah. Here it says "and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder" In the passage above from Isaiah 22, speaking of Eliakim, a figure for 
the Messiah, God says | will lay the Key of the house David on his shoulder. There is a very important 
connection here between the key, the shoulder and the government. 


The Key of David sets him over the house of David. Or to use the language of Isaiah 9, it gives him the 
government of the house of David. As we read in Isaiah 22:21b: "and I will commit thy government 
into his hand, ...." 


We said before the key speaks of power and authority. Some commentators say that this is a mantle 
of authority, and thus we can speak of it being set upon someone's shoulders. So in this view, Isaiah 


22 says that, God is saying He will give Jesus the government once held by Satan and give him all 
power and authority. 


But if verse 21a it says " And I will clothe him with thy robe .... So the key may not be an article of 


clothing. Besides, if it referred to a mantle, like the mantle of Samuel, or of Elijah, then it would rest on 
both shoulders! 
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In this case the key is speaking of something required to exercise power and authority. It is not the 
power and authority itself. Just as a key is required to open or shut a door, the Key of David is 
required to exercise power and authority. And the clue here is the shoulder. And the key is the Cross 
which he bore on his shoulder. For it was not till after He went to the cross and rose again that he 
came and told his followers :"... All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 


And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name: 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; 

And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. Philippians 2:8-11 


Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 
of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore will | divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
Isaiah 53:10 12 


The Key of David that was laid on His shoulder is the Cross. And because he was obedient unto the 
death of the Cross, He was given the power and authority over this world. 


The cross was the wooden altar that the perfect sacrifice was offered upon. 


As his feet were nailed to the cross, you could say that the cross is his footstool and also his throne, 
for because of the Cross, he reigns. 


And because he reigns he can extend to the church a promise to rule and reign with him. 


To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in his throne. Revelation 3:21 


To sit in his throne may require that we spend time on his cross. If we expect to rule and reign with 
him, we must be crucified with Christ. 


| am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. Galatians 2:20 


And as it says in Timothy: 
If we suffer, we shall also reign with him ....:2 Timothy 2:12 


Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 2 Tim 3:12 
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In these end times we are not to fear or worry or seek to be survivors. We are to be overcomers. We 
are to overcome the same way he overcame, by obedience even unto death. For we know that we 
can always trust the father for the grace needed to go through any trial or situation. As is says in 
Psalm 48: 


Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. 
Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 

Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation 
following. 

For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death. Psalm 
48:11-14 


Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. Revelation 2:10 


And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. Revelation 12:11 


And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and | saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. Rev 20:4 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
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Don Kistler's The Arithmetic of God 


synopsis by Bill Somers 


This is a synopsis of Don Kistler! book The Arithmetic of God, published in 1976 by God's Community Church of 
Charity, PO Box 573, Kings Mountain, NC 28086 

Don Kistler has given us a revelation of the symbolic numbers of the Bible and a wonderful treatment of some 
numeric designs and features the Lord has shown him. I recommend this book very highly. I am going to merely give 
the table of contents which shows just the numbers and their symbolic meaning. This is good to keep as a handy 
reference. 

1. Unity 

2. Division or separation 

3. Resurrection 

4. The first creation 

5. Grace 

6. Satan - his influence 

7. Completeness, Perfection or bringing to an end. 

8. New Birth 

9. Fruit of the Spirit 

10. Law 

11. Judgment 

12. Divine power, rule or authority 

13. Sin, rebellion or depravity 

14. Salvation or Deliverance 

15. Rest 

16. Love 

17. Victory 

18. Bondage or Binding 

19. Faith 

20. Redemption 

21. Exceeding Sinfulness of Sin 

22. Light making manifest 

23. Death 

24. Priesthood 

25. Forgiveness of sins 

26. Gospel 

27. Proclamation of the Gospel and Prophecy 

28. Eternal Life 

29. Departure 

30. Blood 

31. Offspring or Seed 

32. Covenant 
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33. Promise 

34. Endurance 

35. Hope 

36. Enemy 

37. Exaltation 

38. Righteousness 

39. Truth 

40. Tribulation or Trial 

41. Deception 

42. Second Coming of Jesus 

44. Perdition 

45. Inheritance 

46. Second Death 

48. Tabernacle or Dwelling Place 

49. The Wrath of God 

50. The Spirit, Holy Ghost and Israel's Jubilee 
54. The Security of the Believer 

60. Pride 

66. Image or Idol Worship 

70. Israel's Captivity and Return 

70 times 7 Israel's complete and final restoration 
77. Vengeance 

91. Casting out 

99. Seal 

100. The Elect 

105. Calling on the name of the Lord 
600. Warfare 

666. Number of the Beast 
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The Case of the Kosher Cheeseburger 
by Bill Somers 


The Lord has been teaching me a lot about his word. There is a scripture that is repeated three times in the Bible, that | 
have never understood till now. 


"Thou shalt not seeth a kid in it's mothers milk." This is interpreted to mean that meat cannot be cooked, mixed or served 
with milk or milk products. NO Pizza, NO lasagna, NO burritos, NO tacos, and NO cheeseburgers! 

This is of course the basis for the Jews keeping separate dishes for meat and dairy products, keeping kosher. According 
to what | learned some years back, keeping kosher meant having two sets of dishes, glassware etc. One to use for dairy 
products and one for meat. If you were a well to do Jewish family, you had 4 sets of everything, the other two were for 
passover only! | recall the story of a missionary in Israel who had a hard time finding a burrito. Then he was told that they 
are not kosher, since meat is mixed with cheese. So the title of this article: The Case of the Kosher Cheeseburger is a 
tip-off. There is no such thing as a Kosher Cheeseburger! 

"Thou shalt not seeth a kid in it's mothers milk." 


This verse had puzzled me for a long time. Every now and then, | would think about it and wonder what it really meant. 


What do | mean by that? Well take the verse Thou shall not muzzle the Ox that treads out the corn. This in one of those 
Old Testament, Torah laws, that could be strictly intended for guiding farmers in taking care of animals. Except that Paul 
in the new testament tells us that there is a spiritual meaning to it. "For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our 
sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in 
hope should be partaker of his hope." (1 Corinthians 9:9-10) 


For our sakes no doubt this is written, because the things that are written are written for examples and lessons. So 
perhaps there is a lesson in that verse that says : 


"Thou shalt not seeth a kid in it's mothers milk." 


| have found that when | really inquire of the Lord about some passage in his word, he starts to show me the meaning. So 
| said to my self, one of these days | am really going to press in and seek the Lord for understanding of this passage. 
And then! He interrupted my train of thought and said "Why don't you ask me about it now?" And thus an answer began 
to come. And this is it. 


The spiritual truth behind this is found in applying it to the Word of God. See the scripture references at the end of this 
article. In the New Testament the word is often compared to milk and sometimes the milk is contrasted with meat - the 
deeper truths of the Word. Isaiah says 'to whom shall he teach knowledge, to them that are weaned of milk’! 


So Then: To rightly divide the word of truth, requires us to separate the milk from the meat. 


Not the literal milk from the literal meat, but the milk and meat of the word! That is we must separate the literal from the 
spiritual. Not to do so is unbelief! And unbelief is disobedience! When you look into a cook pot and see milk, you cannot 
tell if there is any meat beneath the surface! But you need to look for it and take it out if you can find it. So it is with the 
Word of God. The milk is the surface meaning, and the meat is the deeper spiritual meaning. 


"Thou shalt not seeth a kid in it's mothers milk." is in effect speaking about unbelief. Why is it unbelief if we do not 
separate the milk from the meat? Because the word says all scripture is inspired by God and profitable for instruction, 
correction, reproof and doctrine. Since the word says that all scripture is profitable, you must expect to find a deeper 
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meaning in even the most ordinary historical passage. And this scripture is a perfect example of that very principle! It 
occurs to me that in keeping kosher, the Jews have made almost a religion out of just this one scripture. | am reminded 
of the verse that says "He hath concluded them [the Jews] all in unbelief." 


And so the principle of literal interpretation needs to be modified, lest it lead us into unbelief. If we stop our inquiry once 
we have a literal interpretation, we are settling for just the milk! Interpret the word literally where possible but continue on 
and look beneath the surface. And expect to find deeper truths! Seek and ye shall find - meat in due season. 


Now will somebody please explain this one: "If a bird's nest chance to be before thee in the way in any tree, or on the 
ground, whether they be young ones, or eggs, and the dam sitting upon the young, or upon the eggs, thou shalt not take 
the dam with the young:" (Deuteronomy 22:6) 


Scripture references: 
Exodus 23:19 19 The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not 
seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 


Exodus 34:26 26 The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt 
not seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 


Deuteronomy 14:21 21 Ye shall not eat [of] any thing that dieth of itself: thou shalt give it unto the stranger that [is] in thy 
gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien: for thou [art] an holy people unto the LORD thy God. Thou 
shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 


Isaiah 28:9 9. Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? [them that are] 
weaned from the milk, [and] drawn from the breasts. 


1 Corinthians 3:2 2 | have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able [to bear it], neither yet now 
are ye able. 


Hebrews 5:12 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which [be] the 
first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every 
one that useth milk [is] unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 

1 Peter 2:2 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
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THE LATTER RAIN 


Mary Lee Somers 


A Song, also available in midi format and Rhapsody Format 
The Latter Rain: Midi The Latter Rain: Rhapsody 


SOFT AND GENTLE AT THE ONSET 

NOW AND THEN, JUST A DROPLET 

WE WEREN'T SURE WHAT WAS HAPPENING YET 
WE WERE BARELY GETTING WET. 

AS IT GREW THE ANOINTING INCREASED 
BRINGING HEALING, REFRESHING AND PEACE 
AS WE PRESSED INTO THE SOURCE 

IT GREW IN BREADTH AND FORCE 

THE LATTER RAIN 


FASTER AND FASTER - HARDER AND HARDER 
GREATER AND GREATER IT BECAME 

FIRST JUST A TRICKLE - AND THEN A STREAMLET 
NOW IT’S A RIVER OVERFLOWING ITS BANKS 

THE LATTER RAIN 


FIRST | WADED IN THEN I HAD TO SWIM 

GETTING WET -- SO VERY WET 

OH, NOW I’M SATURATED 

GROWING IN HIS WAYS - STRONGER DAY BY DAY 
NOW THAT RIVER - THAT MIGHTY RIVER 

IS BUBBLING IN ME 


WATER THAT’S SO PURE 
WATER THAT WILL CURE 
CRYSTAL CLEAR; GIVING LIFE 
ISSUING FROM THE THRONE // 


THE LATTER RAIN. 
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Lazarus 
by Bill Somers 


A while back, one of my email friends in the prophetic realm, Bill Hawkins, sent me the following note: 


Lazarus 


While listening recently to a message about Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead the Lord impressed upon me the 
following; 

1. He was away , across Jordan when the message came that Lazarus was sick. 

2. He deliberately stayed away two more days--for a total of four. 

3. He then returned to Bethany to Raise the dead (Lazarus) who had been in the grave long enough to see decay. 


When | got home | began to search out some of the words and their meanings. 


Bethany = House of Song--House of Affliction Depending on usage. 

Across Jordan = The promised land was over Jordan and Jordan means DEATH. 
Lazarus =A figure representing, or a figure of 

Come forth = same expression as COME UP HERE 


Jesus stayed in the Promised Land for two days , then crossed over Jordan to the House of Song for two days before He 
called up Lazarus from the dead 


2000 years from the Law to Christ--2 days 

2000 years from Christ to the Rapture--2 days 

A total of 4 days from the announcement of Lazarus death until Jesus went to raise him up. 
Lazarus as a figure representing = The dead in Christ 

The calling forth =The Rapture 

Jordan = Death, conquered as Christ crossed over 

Across Jordan =The Promised land, Where Jesus stayed until it was time to bring Lazarus forth. 
2 Days=2000 years 


Jesus will come soon. The two days are almost up, we must work the works of him who sent us while there still is light. 


To which | responded: 


"The Lazarus thing is interesting. | have once heard a long teaching on the subject by Art Katz. Lazarus represents 
Israel. And the four days are the 4000 years Israel has been under the law. The last two days are the 2000 years since 
Jesus’ birth. 


The days are now up and we are in the 7th millennium, the day of the Lord." 
Now to try and explain what | meant by that short note. 


Let me stick this in. The interpretation you have so far is not necessarily wrong. It is good as for as it goes. What I'm 
offering is just a deeper look at the same material. You conclusions are good and they are exciting. Time is Short. Jesus 
Is coming SOON. And we must work the works of Him who sent us. Glory to God! 


And then I went on to elaborate my comments thusly. 


First of all, a matter of direction. Across Jordan. This means crossing into the promised land when you cross from the 
east to the west bank. John 11:18 says "Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off:" So Bethany 
is part of the Promised land. So when Jesus hears that Lazarus is sick, he is outside of the promised land. He waits two 
days and then crosses Jordan. He travels two more days and comes to Bethany. He is travelling westward the whole 
time. 


The Art Katz message was titled Israel and the Church. His text was John 11, the story of Jesus raising Lazarus and 
Ezekiel 37, the valley of the dry bones. He makes the link between Ezekiel and Jesus in order to make the link between 
Israel and Lazarus, both of whom are dead at the time. [He does not consider the 4 days.] Ezekiel is called son of man 
by the Lord in those passages. "And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? ...." Ezekiel 37:3. Since Jesus 
often referred to himself as the son of man it is easy to see Ezekiel as of foreshadow of Jesus. Katz, however, sees 
Jesus in this story as a foreshadow of the Church. His thesis is two fold. One that the end time, apostolic Church will be 
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‘the son of man' who will in some way prophesy over the dead bones of Israel and cause her to live. And two, that Israel 
will and must come to the point where her only confession is " ....Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut 
off for our parts." Ezekiel. 37 11. This is the place of desperation. 


| don't see the Church doing this, | see Jesus doing this. The Church is involved prior to this but it is Jesus who will be 
the salvation of Israel. They will cry "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord". They will look upon HIM whom 
they pierced. 


On the other hand, this is an event that must take place for Jesus to return. Matthew 23:39 says "For | say unto you, Ye 
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." And this cannot take 
place without the spiritual redemption of the Jews of Israel. [This is one of three requirements for the Second Coming, the 
others are that the Gospel must be preached to the all the world and that the fullness of the Gentiles must come in.] 


So the resurrection of Lazarus speaks of the Resurrection of the dead in Christ and it speaks of the redemption or 
salvation of Israel. In the very next chapter Jesus returns to Jerusalem and look at what the people say. 


"On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem, Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the 
King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. (John 12: 13-14) 


This is exactly what will happen at the resurrection. When Jesus will return to Jerusalem again! And notice He is still 
travelling westward. This means he is coming from the East. He will enter Jerusalem by the Eastern Gate. In the bible an 
east wind usually speaks of Judgment. Jesus, the Judge of all the world will come in from the east. 


So the raising of Lazarus represents the redemption of the Jews and this is followed by Jesus entering Jerusalem; which 
speaks of the Second Coming. [Hosanna, by the way, is a cry for help!] 


So why does Lazarus represent Israel? Because he has been dead 4 days. As Peter stresses: 


But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. 2 Peter 3:8 


So the 4 days are 4 thousand years. These are the 4 thousand years since Israel came into being. There are 2 days from 
Adam to Abraham, 2 days from Abraham to Jesus and 2 days from Jesus birth till now. And now is the seventh day. It is 
not firmly agreed on by all, but the most likely year of Jesus birth is 5 B. C. And the most likely date is on the feast of 
tabernacles. So the 7th day began this past Sep. 28, 1996. [Or perhaps Sep. 14 which was Jewish New Years.] 


So from Abraham till now are 4 days. Lazarus was dead for 4 days. Can we say Israel has been dead 4 thousand years? 
Yes, because Israel has been under the Law for these 4 thousand years. And we know that the Law, the letter of the law, 
brings death. 


For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring 
forth fruit unto death. Romans 7: 5 

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter 
killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 2 Corinthians 3:6. 


Now is the story of Lazarus in John 11, the point when Jesus hears of Lazarus death represents the time when Israel 
received the law. The sickness brought death to Lazarus, the Law brought death to Israel. 


When Jesus crosses the Jordan, two days later is the time of Jesus birth and earthly ministry. Crossing Jordan is 
entering the promised land, the world. It is the incarnation. As Jordan means death, it speaks of conquering death, which 
Jesus did on Calvary. 


Coming to Bethany after two more days [2 thousand years] speaks of the 7t day. The end time revival. As Bethany 
means either house of affliction or house of song, it's fitting that in this last day, Jesus arrival in our midst will turn our 
afflictions into great songs of rejoicing. 


Part 2 The Church - this differs from how Art Katz ties in the Church. 
Let's look back at John 11. We'll point out a couple things that speak of the Church and it's attitude. 


John 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was sick.) 


Here it makes reference to the incident when Mary anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair,. 
Mary is a type of the end time Church in this scene. The anointing with ointment and wiping of the feet with her hair 
symbolize what the Church must go through. The anointing is the acknowledging of the Lordship of Jesus; the wiping 
with the hair is the humbling of the Church before the throne of God, at His footstool. Her sister/brother relationship with 
Lazarus parallels that between the Church and Israel. They are of the same family with the same father! 
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In verse 3 Lazarus' sisters send word to Jesus about his condition. This speaks of the Church interceding for Israel. Later 
on, in verses 32-35, it is Mary's intercession that finally moves Jesus to tears, and to action. This speaks of the 
intercession finally breaking through and getting God to move. 


"... and | will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory. Isaiah 46:13 
Now let's look at the disciples, an obvious type of the Church. After 2 days, Jesus tells his disciples: 


..., Let us go into Judaea again. His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; 
and goest thou thither again? John 11:7-8 


This tells us that they clearly understood that Jesus is risking death by going back to Judea. Then in verse 16 it says: 


Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with 
him. John 11:16 


Thus they clearly understand that they are also risking or anticipating death. To follow Jesus is to risk or anticipate 
death. 


‘Didymus' means twin or double. It speaks of the double mindedness of today's Church. Thomas is not usually the 
spokesman for Jesus' disciples. And he is usually not so firm and decisive. Here Thomas is clearly speaking out of 
character! But he is speaking as a type of the end time Church in this case. The allegorical point here is this. The 
Church's willingness to risk or anticipate death is a crucial element in the second coming of our Lord. 


To be the Lord's disciple is to follow in His footsteps, and this means even unto death. Psalm 48 starts out in praise of 
the Lord and tells of the greatness and beauty of His City, Mount Zion. Not surprisingly, Mt. Zion is a type of the Church. 
Psalm 48 concludes with this verse: 14 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto 
death. 


Art Katz has said that the final issue is the Glory of God. 

Paris Reidhead maintains that the purpose of the Church is to give glory to God. 

James McKeever teaches that the purpose of man is to glorify God. 

Jesus showed some of his disciples that they would by a certain DEATH, give glory to God. 


The time is come that the Son of Man should be glorified. 
The Death of Lazarus was for his raising, for the glory of God. 


Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of 
God? John 11:40 


Romans 11 ends with a statement on the Glory of God. Both of these associate the Glory of God with the Resurrection. 


Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?? Ought not the Church? Luke 24;35 
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Revival: Louisiana Needed 
A series of messages via electronic mail 
Edited and compiled by Bill Somers 


The Prophetic List sent out the following message on December 18 of 96 
--- Quoted Message ---- 
From: Korpi <korpi_tlem@earthlink.net> 


REVIVAL - INTERCESSORS NEEDED 


I was instructed to ask a certain pastor for his prayer needs. At first he was hesitant, but when I shared that God 
had instructed me to ask, he became more open. The pastor shared two needs. One was victoriously met by the 
very next morning. The other need was for "revival in Louisiana, USA." 


Since God had appointed me to pray, I asked him to show me the situation, in the spiritual realm, before I began. 
Į received the following vision: ..........:ccceeeeeseseeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeees 


I saw a great demonic creature in rich robes. He sat on a gold throne, almost like a chair, that was far too small for 
his bulk. He appeared to have just finished a "too large" feast, and was holding and waving a golden goblet that 
spilled because it was too full. He had a half-drunken-half-grin on his face, and he appeared to be singing some kind 
of bawdy song, although I heard nothing. 


He sat above the northeast section of upper Louisiana. From him, I saw cords, like large veins, leading to several 
small spots (cities?), all over the state. 


I wanted to attack the demon, but God stopped me. Instead, he drew my attention to the connections of the cords 
to the spots. I looked closely, and saw they were somewhat "chewed" and partially disconnected. But the work had 
not been done recently. The marks were old. 


God instructed me to send angels to the intercessors who had been assigned, to gather reports from them. Well over 
half of the angels that returned, told me that the intercessor over their area was "asleep." I was horrified. Well over 
half of God's chosen, sleeping on the job. 


I looked at the reports returned, knowing well over half were missing, and asked God what to do. 


God told me this: The demon is a "party spirit." It is being nurtured because it produces wealth for the state. At one 
time, intercessors began a war against it, and made some progress. The progress has been sustained, but no new 
work has been done. Currently over half of God's assigned intercessors are asleep. 


God told me that first the intercessors had to be awakened, and put back in full service. 


In order for revival to come to Louisiana, the cords have to be severed at the site of the small spots. It seemed the 
cords came from cities throughout the state. Perhaps they are spiritual locations rather than physical ones. I got the 
impression each intercessor would have one specific area they are working on. It seems like the number of "cities" 
was between 60 and 100, or so. 


Once that is done, the demon will abandon its post. God warned me not to leave the stronghold empty, but instead 
to call in the Holy Spirit to fill it completely. 


At that point, the original intercessors will need a "shot in the arm" because the battle will have worn them down a 
bit. I was instructed to ask God to raise up a "second string" of intercessors, fresh and ready to engage in battle. 


The original intercessors will perk up with the influx, and continue the war. These intercessors will all join together to 
prepare the people of the state for revival. 


Only after the people of the state are prepared, and ready to receive, can real revival "break out." 
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I saw glory stream from the stronghold location, now inhabited by the Holy Spirit, and flow over the state. 


I and a small group of experienced intercessors are praying, according to God's instructions. [The pastor and his 
church are also praying. I shared the vision with him, but have no idea if he took it seriously enough to share it with 
his people. | 


I have shared this with the list, so anyone who feels called by God to become part of this work, can pray, with 
knowledge of this vision and the instructions God gave. 


Korpi 


"PROPHETIC/REVIVAL' Discussion List:- 
prophetic@revival.gen.nz 

WEBSITE - 'New Zealand Revival Bulletin':- 
http://crash.ihug.co.nz/~revival 

EDITOR - Andrew Strom:- 
astrom@revival.gen.nz 


--- end of quoted message --- 


A Reply to Korpi and confirmation of the vision. 
From: William Somers 


My immediate reaction to this vision and message, being a resident of Louisiana, was interest and excitement. I 
quickly forwarded the email to a large group of friends and acquaintances that have email. I also printed up the text 
and made copies to share with the pastors and intercessors at my local Church. 


What I was seeking was confirmation or discernment of the vision. It came several days later. In the course of a 
phone conversation with one of our local intercessors, two things were mentioned of interest. First she felt convicted 
by the passage that mentioned intercessors being asleep on the job. And had to repent to God for sleeping herself 
sometimes when she should have been praying. Second she mentioned the part about where it says: "the connections 
of the cords to the spots. I looked closely, and saw they were somewhat "chewed" and partially disconnected. But 
the work had not been done recently. The marks were old." 


Then with a jolt of revelation I realized what that meant. 


In 1986, a Worship Congress was held in New Orleans, Louisiana, at Victory Assembly in Metairie, just outside the 
city. This was a conference devoted to teaching about worship and directed towards singers, musicians and pastors. 
It featured the ministries of Lamar Boshman, Kent Henry and Ray Hughes among others. This conference took 
place during the weekend before Mardi Gras. One emphasis of the conference was opposition to Mardi Gras. We 
were taught about praise and worship as weapons of spiritual warfare. And their use against such ungodly activities 
as Mardi Gras. 


It was during this conference, while Lamar Boshman was preaching that my wife Marylee had a vision. On the stage 
right next to Bro. Lamar there appeared a clown. A clown dressed in purple, green and gold. These are the colors 
of Mardi Gras. This was the Mardi Gras Clown; a spirit. As she watched the clown grew larger and larger as though 
inflated by air, when it suddenly burst and disappeared. Several years later there occurred a great amount of 
dissension and strife among the organizations that were involved in Mardi Gras. A tremendous amount of bad 
feelings were generated between the City and various carnival clubs. This resulted in certain clubs completely 
dropping out of Mardi Gras, others limiting their activities and some small but permanent damage to the institution. 


Of course I was overjoyed to see all this demonic activity coming apart at the seams. But the Lord caused me to see 
that this didn't happen by accident. It was the result of the prayer and intercession; praise and worship that took 
place years earlier, at the Worship Congress. I shared this insight with some friends but none were much interested 
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at the time. 


Now I see that in this vision, this is represented by the damage that was done to the cords. It is partial damage and 
was not done recently. It was done 10 years ago, and then the effort stopped! Here in Louisiana we have received 
prophecies that our state would be a gateway for Revival. One word in particular was that Revival would begin at 
the mouth of the River, [the Mississippi], and come up the river to spread all through the USA. This makes it all the 
more important to continue the warfare against this ruling spirit over our state. The victory will come, it has been 
seen in the vision. The Revival will come. And the Kingdom of God will come to America! Glory to God! 


Subject: REVIVAL - INTERCESSORS NEEDED! 
reply Date: Mon, 30 Dec 1996 21:34:04 -0500 

From: Korpi <korpi_tlem@earthlink.net> 

To: wsomers@advtel.net 


Bill, 

It was with great joy that I read your post. I am sharing this with my group of intercessors. The confirmation was 
appreciated, and it was even more gratifying to hear the call for revival is being spread in Louisiana. 

I was excited to hear details about the "former work," and also your wife's vision. By being able to share this, we all 
become more invigorated. Praise the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Our greetings to all the Brethren in Louisiana. 


Together in prayer, 
Korpi 


Subject: Louisiana 
Date: Fri, 3 Jan 1997 


From: Teresa Seputis teresa@ccnet3.ccnet.com 


To: wsomers@advtel.net 


Hi Bill. 

I got a copy of your write-up of Korpi's vision regarding prayer and intercessor for Louisiana. As I read it, I was 
strongly reminded of an intercessory experience I had there in August of 1995. I did a write-up of that to the new- 
wine list back then. By some miracle, I still seem to have a copy of that email. I felt like I was supposed to forward a 
copy of this to you and to the person who had the original intercessory assignment and vision. It is enclosed at the 
end of this email. I think you will find it interesting... 


On another (unrelated) note, I notice that you mentioned a prophetic list (prophetic@revival.gen.nz). I am very 
interested in finding out more about that list. I am a prophetic intercessor and also seem to move fairly regularly in 
words of knowledge and personal prophesy when doing one-on-one ministry. I would be very interested in finding 
out more about this prophetic list and possibly even joining it. Could you please tell me more about it, and also how 
to subscribe to it? Thanks. 


Many blessings! 


- Teresa (Teresa Seputis; teresa@ccnet.com) 

Date: Mon, 7 Aug 95 09:24 EDT 

From: Teresa Seputis <teresa@ccnet.com> 

To: Multiple recipients of list <new-wine@grmi.org> 
Subject: Intercessory Experience in N.O. 


I had a very unusual intercessory experience last week while on vacation with my unsaved husband. Our vacation 
plans were to go to New Orleans for the Americal Contract Bridge League National Championships. We played 
bridge and also did some sightseeing. Our first night there we arrived quite late (around 11:00 PM). My husband 
decided to walk along the famous Bourbon street -- the "party center" of New Orleans. Every third building was a 
bar and there were also a great number of nude and "live sex" types of places. There was an incredible mass of 
people walking along the street, so much so that it was almost impossible to walk along. Most of these people were 
drunk, some to the point where they needed assistance from their friends to walk. Some where shaking and some 
were staggering around and almost everyone was smiling and laughing. It looked sort of like a really hot renewal 
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meeting, except that it was the imitation (liquor) instead of the real thing -- God's Spirit. I got back to the hotel room 
feeling really troubled in my spirit but I could not put my finger on exactly why. 


The next day we went to a group lunch sponsored by the ACBL -- a gospel and blues brunch. We ended up 
sharing a table with two older ladies who were from the local area. There was a lot of voodoo paraphernalia on the 
walls, such as a lot of pictures of snakes or dinosaurs with "Jesus loves you!" written over them. My husband 
pointed out the pictures and the local ladies started explaining that they were voodoo. They went on to say that 
voodoo was not evil, just another path to God. They said that they were Christians (Catholics) as they sat there and 
drank heavily. My husband piped in that I was studying to become a minister and the women started saying how 
Christianity could be summed up in the word "tolerance". At this point, I finally jumped into the conversation and 
disagreed. I started to say that Christianity was all about loving God with all of our heart, soul and mind and loving 
our neighbor as ourselves. But the lady would not even let me finish my sentence. She started yelling at me and going 
on an on about tolerance. Finally, abut 5 minutes later when she paused for breath, I said, "It sounds like you really 
value tolerance." "Yes," she replied. Then I went on to say that she was not being very tolerant of me and was not 
even giving me a chance to finish my first sentence. She offered to let me speak. I said that Christianity is not about 
being tolerant but of being right with God. She cut me off again saying that we cannot know what is right with God 
and how dare anyone try to judge another and on and on. When she finally paused for breath, I said that God has 
revealed in His word, the Bible, what He considers right and wrong. I almost got to finish this sentence before she 
started on another barrage. Just about then the entertainment (gospel blues music) started. She suddenly started 
clapping her hands and acting like the stereotype of a "traditional Pentecostal" during the entertainment. You would 
have thought that we were in a Church service and everyone here was a believer -- but I knew some of the people 
in the group who were decidedly anti-Christian. They preached a short (5 minute) sermon about needing to love 
each other and tolerate each other. They seemed to throw around "praise the Lords!" pretty lightly as they drank 
their complementary alcoholic drinks. 


It just reeked of hypocrisy and mixture. At one point I got up and went to the bathroom. There was a framed note 
on the wall. Someone claiming to be a prophet of the Lord had written the restaurant owner a note saying that it was 
wrong to use Holy things of God as entertainment for secular activities and that if they did not change their behavior, 
God's wrath would come on them. They obviously did not take the note very seriously, as they were using gospel 
blues as their entertainment. In fact, they framed the warning note and displayed it proudly along with their voodoo 
stuff. 


God spoke to me very clearly that this was a type of the mixture of worldliness and ungodliness in His church. He 
said that He was displeased with this mixture both here in New Orleans and in His church in general. He said that 
He was no longer going to hold back His wrath from this place. He told me that He would continue showing me 
things that displeased Him. 


A little later, I told the Lord how sad I was for this lady and how she would not let me get a word in edgewise to 
share the gospel. God said that He'd been trying to speak to many people here in New Orleans as well, and that 
they would not listen to Him either. 


We left this luncheon a little early because my husband had made reservations for -- get this -- a cemetery tour. It 
turned out that this tour also had a voodoo emphasis and pointed out the tombs of a lot of voodoo queens (and how 
praying to them could grant wishes). The tour guide turned out to be a voodoo student himself and went on and on 
about how voodoo is using the dead to do good things for you, like healing people, etc. He keep calling this practice 
good instead of evil. Also, he took us to the oldest catholic Church in the city and pointed out the voodoo saint -- 
St. Expidite -- which had a place of honor in the Church. 


The Lord spoke to me again and said "when people call evil good and call good evil and do so in My name, My 
judgment MUST fall. I cannot allow this to continue." 


I left the tour a little early and went back to my hotel room. I started considering what I'd seen and asking the Lord 
about it and I suddenly became intensely sick -- I was nauseous and had such a piercing headache that I could not 
even stand up. It came on me all of the sudden -- one moment I was fine and the next, the full intensity of this was on 
me. I felt like maybe it was an enemy attack designed to keep me from praying. I really did feel too sick to pray and 
told the Lord so. I asked Him to help me. I felt like the Lord told me to take authority and that there was a voodoo 
curse on me that needed to be broken. I wondered if this might not be my imagination instead of God's voice. I did 
not want to throw around the Lord's power/authority lightly, so I asked Him for a confirmation that I'd heard right. 
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The intense headache continued for over three hours and my husband never came back to our room. I felt like I was 
being tortured or something and could not fall asleep or sit up or think clearly or anything. Then I remembered 
hearing the Lord say that it was a curse and that I should use His power to break it. I told the Lord that I could not 
think clearly enough to do so and asked Him to help me. The Lord sort of led me through a repeat-after-me type of 
authority prayer where He would tell me what to say one phrase at a time and then I'm pray it out loud. 


The headache started improving immediately and about an hour later was gone. My husband got back to the room 
and suggested we go dancing -- the entertainment that evening after the bridge game was over was an orchestra that 
played ballroom dance music. And it happens that Ed and I are ballroom dancers -- we used to compete in it 
several years ago but now we just dance for fun. I was well enough to be able to go dancing and to even enjoy 
myself. But when I got back to my room, I remained troubled in my spirit about the things the Lord had shown me. I 
had a sense of impending judgment falling on the area. 


The next morning (Tuesday) they announced that hurricane Erwin was headed directly towards New Orleans. The 
Holy Spirit came on me as I heard that announcement. I suddenly knew that this was His judgment against the things 
He'd been showing me. I asked Him why He brought me here at this time. I had a strong sense that I was supposed 
to intercede for this area. So I started to consider how to pray and could not come up with anything. From the things 
that the Lord had been showing me, it seemed like this judgment was totally justified, long overdue, and that there 
was nothing to be argued against it. I told the Lord that I felt He'd brought me here to intercede, but that I had no 
clue of how to do so. I asked Him to show me what to pray and reminded Him that He is a merciful God. 


On Wednesday, I was in prayer. I was again considering everything that the Lord had showed me and how justified 
any judgment of this area would be. I keep seeing pictures of those masses and masses of people on Bourbon street 
and kept imagining them drunk in the spirit and worshipping God instead of drunk in the natural. I started telling God 
of my picture and asking Him to make it so. I felt like He said that He would make it so, but that first He would 
bring destruction and out that that destruction the survivors would be more receptive to revival. I asked Him if He 
could find a way to do it that would not involve destruction and a whole lot of people dying without the Lord. 


Suddenly an intensity came on me and I found myself saying out loud to the Lord, "Lord, New Orleans has the word 
‘new’ in it's name. I challenge you to make this city new in You and to clean it up like you did in my life. Please turn 
this place into a holy place of Your power and presence. Make it new in You." 


I felt like the Lord said that He would take that challenge. His voice was so distinct that it was almost audible. I 
remember being startled and looking around the room. No one was there but me -- my husband was in the shower. 
We played two sessions of bridge that day which took about 8 hours and kept me from being able to concentrate 
on prayer. When I went to bed that night the hurricane warnings were up. People were boarding up the windows of 
stores and restaurants. Hotel guests were stocking up on snacks in case food would be unavailable. I felt like I 
should intercede some more, but there did not seem to be any empowerment or leading from the Lord to do so. So 
I asked Him to take good care of my husband and myself if the hurricane should hit -- we were in the 33rd floor of a 
41 story hotel and I didn't feel too terribly safe being way up there in a hurricane. I felt His peace wash over me and 
He told me two things -- 1) He always took care of His own when His judgment hits an area and 2) He had taken 
me up on my challenge to make New Orleans new in Christ. 


The hurricane was supposed to hit us around noon Thursday, but it never came our way. Instead it turned inland and 
hit the Florida panhandle. Now, I don't know much about hurricanes and their travel patterns. I hear they are erratic. 
But I do know that New Orleans was expecting the hurricane to hit and that may businesses had closed for the 
anticipated storm. I also know that even with the hurricane turning, they expected a lot of rain and wind to still hit 
New Orleans, but it never came. In fact the best weather we experienced the whole week was on the day the 
hurricane was supposed to hit and the day afterwards. The television weathermen and newscasters kept commenting 
on how odd it was to not even get a single drop of rain from the hurricane. 


I am still trying to process this intercessory experience. Could my prayers really have made a difference in turning the 
storm away from New Orleans? Has God really accepted a challenge to make New Orleans new in Christ and turn 
that place into a spiritual Hotpoint instead of a party town? How much of this was the Lord's leading and how much 
(if any) of this was just my imagination? Did God really bring me to New Orleans just then to intercede for it? 


I've been an intercessor for a while now, but there is still a lot about intercession that I don't know. Still, it was an 
interesting and powerful experience for me and has left me even more convinced of the power of prayer, especially 
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when our prayers are Spirit led. 
Blessings! 
Teresa 


Subject: Response to Louisiana 


Date: Fri, 03 Jan 1997 12:22:58 +0000 
From: ejohnson@attmail.com (Erik Johnson) 
To: wsomers@advtel.net 

Dear Bill Somers: 


I was very interested in the vision you had for intercessors for Louisiana that I received from the "Awakening" email 
list. I wanted to share with you that there were two other major events in New Orleans in 1986 and 1987. In 1986 
there was a Pastor's gathering to prepare for the 1987 World Congress on the Holy Spirit & Evangelism. The 
Pastor's Conference had such speakers as Paul Yonggi Cho (sorry for any misspellings). The open conference was 
setup with denominational breakfasts, afternoon workshops & evening sessions held in the Super Dome. Dr. Vinson 
Synan's organization put together the events (AD2000 is its name, I believe). I was able to attend afternoon 
workshops given by John Wimber. This was where I first was exposed to laughter in the Spirit as well as weeping 
and travail. I also experienced being drunk in the Spirit. One of the evening speakers was Reinhard Bonnke. Scott 
Wesley Brown led worship one evening. On the last day there was a Christian Parade ala Mardi Gras, that wound 
all through New Orleans and culminated by marching into the Super Dome for the evening session. Pastor Charles 
Green from one of New Orleans' large Spirit-filled churches was one of the emcees. I wish I could remember all of 
the speakers and if there were specific words given. The other item of significance that struck me was that the Super 
Dome was filled with Spirit Filled Christians from all denominations: from Catholic Charismatics, Many Protestant 
denominations as well as Pentecostals and NonDenominationals. The unity in the Spirit was wonderful. Ministry after 
the sessions went on late into evenings. 


As soon as I read about the "chewed cords" from the past, I knew I had to pass this along to you. Personally, it 
challenged me to "wake up" into a new and directed level of intercessory prayer. 


In the name of Jesus, I come against the attacks on this awakening of the intercessors and pray for an outpouring of 
MORE of you Lord upon them, fill them Oh Lord to overflowing. I pray for their cups to open wide to receive all 
that you have for them. I pray for that the walls that prevent God's fullness to poured in to them, to be broken, that 
the cups would not have false bottoms preventing the filling. I pray that they would not be satisfied with half full but 
thirst for overflowing! 


When you water a garden, it takes a saturation to reach the roots and effect growth in the plants. This is especially 
true if the ground is dry and hard. A quick sprinkling justs moistens the leaves where the sun comes out and dries 
them off. A sustained outpouring affects the roots and causes true growth and change. It can also wash debris that 
has accumulated around the base of the stem of the plant making it easier for the water to get into the ground around 
that plant. 


I believe God wants to give us more of Him and His Spirit, but we need to desire to receive it and not just rush off 
with a touch but be patient to stay and receive His fullness. 


God showed me the garden vision during worship at a renewal service at Bethel Assembly in Wyckoff, New Jersey. 
He seems to keep telling me to share it and so I pray that it ministers to you. 

God Bless You: 

Erik Johnson 


38 Duval Street ejohnson@attmail.com 
Bridgewater NJ 08807 1-908-704-0936 


[I have since found out that the first Worship Congress was in 1987.] 
Prophecies and prophetic signs linking Louisiana to Revival in Pensacola 


On Sep 9 1996, Mike and Vickie Conroy of Brownsville Assembly spoke at Reserve Christian Church and shared 
their vision for the spread of the revival and how it must come through Louisiana The Church is located in Reserve 
Louisiana about one mile from the banks of the Mississippi River, and 30 miles up river from New Orleans,. Vickie 
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Conroy especially shared her burden to intercede for New Orleans. 
Their topic was Why Pensacola? 
[Mike Conroy speaking - transcribed from a taped recording of the service. ] 


1559, Pensacola was founded. You might not know it but Pensacola, ... People would ask, when revival broke out 
in Brownsville Pensacola, Why Pensacola? .... Vicki and I always felt there was some reason why Pensacola had a 
special place in the United States. I mean when you get right down to it, it's not a big town. I mean it's really a 
nowhere town when you consider it's no bigger than some other communities. But why was Pensacola known world 
wide? 


Well contrary to the history books Pensacola was settled prior to St, Augustine. St. Augustine Florida is listed as the 
oldest city in the country, but Pensacola is older. 


1559, Don Tristan de Luna sailed from Mexico to Pensacola. Now along with him he had about 1500 people. The 
interesting point about that is Columbus. I'd better back up to Columbus. 


Columbus had a desire to find a new trade route to the east, in order to fund a crusade to take back the holy land 
from the Muslims. And that was the desire of Columbus' heart. His desire was to raise enough money, to go on this 
expedition; to evangelize the nations that he would find; but also to raise enough money to take back Jerusalem. 


Well the first place that was settled after Columbus discovered the new world, in the dirt that became the United 
States of America, was Pensacola, Florida. Pensacola, Florida was the first place in that dirt that became the United 
States and remember.... What nation in the world today....? There is no nation in the world today more protective of 
the nation of Israel than the United States. So Columbus, although he didn't see the crusade that took back 
Jerusalem, the nation where the first city was founded did just that. And it has been a protector of Israel. And God 
has blessed this nation through that effort, I believe. 


Another thing that happened though, when de Luna come to Pensacola, he brought along with him about 1500 
people. He brought some priests. He brought many many settlers. But he brought 100 Aztec warriors with him. So 
while he was coming on the ships, he was carrying Christianity in some ships, and demonic, satanic worshippers in 
the other ships. So when they got on the ground in Pensacola the struggle began. 


The city was blown away, or the settlement was blown away by a hurricane. The settlement was routed. But it still 
remains the oldest settlement in the United States of America. 


Now some things about the early map. The Spanish settlers when they came they named all the rivers. They named 
all the bays and so forth. The name of Pensacola Bay is the Haya de Santa Maria de Phillipina. Which was the bay 
of Saint Mary and Saint Philip, after the king. That's boring stuff, but the good part is like I said before the 
Mississippi River. What they named the Mississippi River was Rio del Spiritu Santo. Now the interesting part about 
that is Pensacola was the governmental headquarters for the Spanish, the French, The British and Andrew Jackson. 


And this territory and all the way up the river was ruled from Pensacola. Now you may have heard, pastor Yonggi 
Cho has made a prophecy indicating that he saw revival breaking out in Pensacola. And it moved to the west, to 
Mobile and then New Orleans. And then up the Mississippi River! And then over to the east coast and then back to 
the west coast, until the entire nation was ablaze. 


Well what makes sense in that is exactly how an order would go from the headquarters in Pensacola. If an order 
went out from the headquarters in Pensacola, the governmental head, it would go to Mobile and then New Orleans 
and then up that river. Now that river drains two thirds of this nation. But two thirds of this nation can be reached by 
going back up that river. So the Lord is on his way. The Spirit of God, that river is flowing this way. The Spirit of 
God is gonna flow up that river, and it's gonna engulf this area [New Orleans] also. This Church will be a mighty 
place where people in this area will be able to get a drink of the water of life. 


And I just want to encourage you and I don't know why necessarily, but when I was sitting there, that river and the 
thought it was .... ... and again were not talking about a trickle. We're not talking about a little drip. We're talking 
about a huge flow of God's Spirit in these last days. Not something that's just gonna get us damp, you know. 
Something we can't even stop. ....It's gonna take you where it wants to take you. You're not gonna be able to fight it 
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anymore that you would that river down the road. 


Why Pensacola? By Mike Conroy 
quoted from his article on the Mike Conroy Brownsville Website. 


Pensacola is a city on the Gulf Coast of Florida, and is the home of the Navy Blue Angels, it is also the birthplace of 
some well known sports figures. The city has been called "The Mother-in-Law of the Navy" because of all the 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard pilots have initial training here. The murders of an abortion doctor in 1993 
and another in 1994 thrust the city into the world spotlight, but the story of Pensacola didn't begin in the 1990's. 


The outpouring of God's Spirit at Brownsville Assembly of God in Pensacola may have been foretold. Pensacola 
was the first settlement in the New World and has passed through the possession of several nations. 


Pensacola is known as the City of Five Flags. Spain, France, England, the Confederacy and the United States have 
all claimed the area. The real estate has been fought over often. The souls of the residents have been fought over in 

the heavens. The city seal has the cross as it's centerpiece. Meanwhile the city protects abortion and has embraced 
prostitution and homosexuality. 


Both Pensacola and St. Augustine claim to be the oldest city in the United States. 


1559 Pensacola's earliest settlement dates to the 1559 when Tristan de Luna led 1500 Spanish colonists to 
Pensacola Bay. This outpost lasted only two years. The first Spanish colonists arrived in St. Augustine in 1564, five 
years after de Luna's Pensacola failure. This effort was successful Pensacola can legitimately claim to be the oldest 
colony and St. Augustine the oldest continuously occupied city. 1 


When de Luna came to the area he brought eight Catholic priests to evangelize the Indians. The Priests dedicated 
the ground to God and prayed for a blessing on the venture. The de Luna expedition struggled with the terrain and 
weather and food supplies. The blessings of God on the area may have been hampered by the religious practices of 
the 100 Aztec warriors who were brought along to help explore. Aztecs in Mexico worshipped the sun and 
sacrificed humans on stone altars. 


The native people in Florida that met the explorers performed sacrifices of their first born children. Another 
interesting similarity between the times of the explorers and present was the custom of abortion in extramarital 


pregnancy. 


1686 Juan Jordan de Riena first used the name Panzacola stating. "This bay the Indians call Panzacola . .. With the 
Indian pilot we went by longboat to the village of Panzacola . . . The Panzacola brought forth and gave us tortillas 
and corn and we presented them with glass beads" The name "Panzacola" properly is "pa shi okla" meaning "Bread 
People" in Choctaw, a closely related tongue. The Panzacola tribe was annihilated by warfare with other tribes by 
1722 


At Brownsville Assembly of God Dick Reuben has spoken during our weekly communion on Sunday morning. It's 
interesting that the name Bethlehem the place of the Lord's birth translates into the "city of bread" and the root of 
Pensacola's name is in another tongue "The bread people" 


A Final Word by Bill Somers 


To summarize all this several conclusions can be reached. Clearly the Lord is sending revival. The visions, 
prophecies and other material in this article point out that He wishes to send Revival to Louisiana and to follow the 
pattern described in Mike Conroy's talk. 


That is why He is calling for intercessors! Revival must be birthed in prayer! 


We have been asked Why Pensacola? Well because by prophecy and prophetic sign Pensacola is the starting point. 
[A prophetic sign is something in the natural that points to something in the spiritual. The name 'bread people" for the 
Pensacola Indians speaks of Bethlehem, the house of bread, for example. ] 


So now we have heard the call to intercede for Louisiana, and we can answer the question 'Why Louisiana?" 
Because Louisiana is a critical intermediate point. And since it contains many of the enemy's spiritual strongholds, it 
acts as a roadblock. If revival is held back from Louisiana, it will be held back from the rest of the USA! 
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I'm reminded of Abraham Isaac and Jacob. God's promise had Abraham as its starting point. It passed on to Isaac 
and then to Jacob. If the enemy had stopped Jacob, there would have been no nation of Israel, but once Jacob had 
fathered his 12 sons, there was no stopping the move of God. 


This promise of God, as outlined by Mike Conroy and Pastor Cho has its starting point in Pensacola. Then it will 
pass along to Mobile and then to New Orleans Louisiana. If the enemy can keep it out of Louisiana, he can stifle the 
revival, but once it gets past New Orleans and up the Mississippi River, there will be no stopping the move of God! 


It's my prayer that God will raise up some of you to help intercede in this cause. 
God Bless y'all! 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Let Us All Bless God 


Bill Somers 


Words in search of a melody 
[chorus] 

Let Us All Bless God 

Let Us All Bless God 

Turn Back to Him 

Worship Him 


Let Us All Bless God 


If My People Who Are Called By My Name 
Will Humble Themselves And Pray 

If My People Who Are Called By My Name 
Will Turn From Their Wicked Way 

Then | Will Hear, Then | Will Come 

Then | Will Heal Their Land 

If My People Who Are Called By My Name 
Will Humble Themselves And Pray 


chorus 


2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land. 
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Let Us Make Us a Name 


Bill Somers 


Luke 14:28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it? 

Luke 14:29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it 
begin to mock him, 

Luke 14:30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish 


A recent article published here [End Time Prophetic Vision] by Mary Koons ended with a quote from Genesis and 
a closing comment by Mary. I wish to take up where she left off and share some further insights the Lord has 
granted me. 


Gen 11:1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 
Gen 11:2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar; and they dwelt there. 
Gen 11:3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they 
had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. 
Gen 11:4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; 
and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 
Gen 11:5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. 
Gen 11:6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they 
begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 
Gen 11:7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound (mix up, confuse) their language, that they may not 
understand one another's speech. 
Gen 11:8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left 
off to build the city. 
Gen 11:9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; (meaning "confusion-by mixing"), because the LORD 
did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad 
upon the face of all the earth. 


(Note - I felt STRONGLY that the Lord was impressing upon me that what is "really" represented here is a 
"pseudo-church" verses HIS TRUE CHURCH - who "will" speak the same language, and which will be built of 
"HIS LIVING STONES," and NOT "man-made brick!")' 

Quoted from: 

The Seven Pillars of Wisdom 


Mary (Koons) Wattenford 


Confusion By Mixing 
What really caught my attention here was the idea that Babel is a type of the pseudo-church; and the definition of 
‘Babel! as "confusion by mixing". You see confusion by mixing means something special to me. 


Several years back, I went through a time of intensely studying the teachings of another Christian denomination. 
Being both amazed and appalled by some of what I had read, my heart cry to the Lord was to this effect. 

Lord, how can they have such precious nuggets of truth mixed in with such awful errors? He replied instantly with a 
rhema word that shocked me and has stayed with me ever since, making up a key part of my understanding. 


"Do you think your doctrine is any better?" 
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Well this really blew me away. I figured we were light years ahead of this other group in our understanding of 
scripture and doctrinal matters. But from the Lord's viewpoint we really weren't any better! [It's the easiest thing in 
the world, for a Christian, to see the speck in your brothers eye.] 


So I came to see that in any denomination you care to name, the teachings are a mixture; a mixture of God's truth 
and man's wisdom [error]. No wonder we have confusion! 


It's almost as if God had said 'Go to, let us go down, and there confound (mix up, confuse) their Doctrine, that 
they may not understand one another's teachings.' 


Now if we see Babel as a type of pseudo church, [after all Babel = Babylon!] then the confusion and division that 
follows is a type of denominationalism or sectarianism. 


I think we can generalize even more. I see Babel as a type of religion itself. The patterns we see in Babel are 
common to all religions and not just Christian ones. That is, all religions tend to have sects and subgroups. All forms 
of religion are under the same curse, confusion by mixture leading to divisions among them. 


Let's throw in one more grand sweeping generalization. Babel is the confusion that comes by mixing truth and error; 
it is Babylon; it is religion itself; it is being, or seeking to be, under the law; it is any turning away from fellowship with 
God and trying to earn salvation by your own efforts; it is self righteousness; it's the letter of the law, which worketh 
death; it is the tree of knowledge of good and evil; it is the fig tree. Can it ever bear fruit? 


[John 1:48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.] 


Let us make us a name 


If we look at the passage from Genesis, one of their motivations there is expressed as "Let us make us a name". This 
same motivation is present in any religion or religious group you can find. 


This very idea is present in the word 'denomination’. Its derived from Latin where 'nomine' is the word for 'name'. 
We use the word nominate or nomination when we select our political candidates. 


So a denomination is a group that is known by their name. Better yet, it's a group that desires to be known by their 
name, even if that name is 'non-denominational'! 


1 Cor 1:11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the 
house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. 
1 Cor 1:12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; 
and I of Christ. 


Now these contentions between religious groups are rooted in pride. 
Prov 13:10 Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom. 
And that pride comes from what they think is their special knowledge. 


1 Cor 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. 


But we see that their special knowledge is their unique doctrine, which is really truth mixed with error i.e. confusion. 
Then the pride is shown [manifested] in this desire they have to ‘Let us make us a name.' 
A False Promise 


Another parallel to religion is seen by considering carefully this phrase: ". . . let us build us a city and a tower, 
whose top may reach unto heaven... ." 
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The notion that the top may reach into heaven speaks of a man made structure with the promise of getting to 
heaven by your own effort. But of course that promise is a false promise. 


Heb 10:4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 


These people were building on the basis of a false promise. That the tower may reach heaven. Religion operates on 
a False Promise. That if you follow their rules you will get to heaven. It's sort of like this false promise: 


Gen 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
Gen 3:5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 
be as gods, knowing good and evil. 


Let us build us a city 


We see the Babelites [Babylonians?] desiring to build their own city. Babel used man made brick, that is man's 
efforts instead of the living stones from which the temple of God is built. 


They are like the Galatians who desired to be under the law. 


Gal 3:23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. 
Gal 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith. 
Gal 3:25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 


Rom 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin. 


But the Law [religion] was our schoolmaster till faith came. In Hebrews 11 we read of the heroes of faith who 
sought a better dwelling. 


Heb 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 


Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive 
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 

Heb 11:9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 


Heb 11:10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 


Here desiring to be under the law, religion, is likened to wanting to build your own city. But faith, which is knowing, 
hearing and obeying The Lord, is to seek after a city already built, a heavenly city prepared by God. As Abraham, 
the father of faith, who lived in tents, not settling for men's cities for he looked for a for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 


Heb 11:16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 


A Stupid Idea 


Another point is that the very idea of a tower reaching into heaven is impossible. It should have been obviously 
impossible. It should have been viewed as obviously a stupid idea. But it wasn't. This indicates that at this time it may 
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have been possible to fool all of the people all of the time. 
How were they all fooled? 


The same way it is still done today. You start with something everyone agrees with and pull them in. 
It works like this: 


OK everybody, lets make bricks! 

Everybody goes along, saying: Yea, great idea! 
OK everybody, lets kiln dry the bricks! 

Everybody goes along, saying: Yea, great idea! 
OK everybody, lets use slime for mortar! 

Everybody goes along, saying: Yea, great idea! 
OK everybody, lets use the brick for stones! 

Everybody goes along, saying: Yea, great idea! 
OK everybody, lets make a city! 

Everybody goes along, saying: Yea, great idea! 
OK everybody, lets make a tower! 

Everybody goes along, saying: Yea, great idea! 
OK everybody, lets make the tower reach up to heaven! 

Everybody goes along, saying: Yea, great idea! 
And nobody stops and says 'wait a minute, that's impossible!" 


So they are all led astray like sheep. 
Isa 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way, ... . 


So The Tower of Babel remains a monument to man's folly. This is in the natural and the spiritual, since Babel 
represents religion. And religion is man's folly. 


It is man turning away from the tree of life and seeking after the tree of knowledge. It is man falling for false promises 


of special knowledge that only lead to confusion, pride and strife. And ultimate spiritual death. 
Jonah 2:8 They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 
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Maranatha 
by Bill Somers 


In another article, Lessons from the Duck Yard, | stated that the Lord's program for the end times can be found 
summarized in Isaiah chapter 1:24-28 


24.Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, | will ease me of mine 
adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: 


25. And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: 


26. And | will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt 
be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. 


27. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 


28. And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the 
LORD shall be consumed (Isaiah 1:24-28). 


This passage is in deed, a short summary of the Lords program for the end times. It includes purifying the Church, 
converting the lost, vengeance on the enemy, and destruction of the sinners. 


| have found another short summary, even shorter than the above one, that has some interesting features I'll share with 
you. It is Mathew 9:1 , where speaking of Jesus, it states: "And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came 
into his own city." 


Each part of this verse answers to a phase of the end times, and also corresponds to one of the three major feasts of the 
Lord. These are Tabernacles, Passover and Pentecost. 


Now this is one of those insights that come all at once in a flash in inspiration. In order for that to happen, The Lord has 
to lay a lot of foundation. 


Let's take the third part first. He came into his own city. In this case the reference to the New Jerusalem which the 
prophet John saw coming down from Heaven as a bride prepared for her husband. Thus the City is the Bride! So entering 
the city is the same and celebrating the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. This of course is at the end of Revelation. The 
marriage is the fulfillment of the marriage covenant, God's covenant and promise to his people. This corresponds with 
pentecost because it was on pentecost, after the children of Israel came out of Egypt, that God gave them the Law on 
Mt. Sinai. And it was on pentecost, after Jesus resurrection, that God gave the Holy Spirit to the Church. So pentecost is 
linked with the covenant. The covenant is a marriage covenant. And fulfillment of that covenant comes at the marriage 
supper, after Jesus Second Coming. All this is contained in the phrase: and came into his own city." 


The second part, passover, speaks of the Second Coming. The Key features are the Lord's judgment upon satanic 
powers, darkness coming upon the land and the resurrection. 


Judgment 
a. At the first passover, the Lord slew the firstborn of Egypt, and he also judged their "gods". 
b. At the passover, when Jesus laid down his life, He told us, the prince of this world is judged. 
c. When the Lord returns in his glory at the second coming, He will first bring judgment on the heavenly powers. 


Darkness 


a. When the Lord slew the firstborn of Egypt and judged their gods, he went out at midnight. 
b. When Jesus was crucified, darkness fell upon the land from the 6" to the 9th hour. 
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c. When the Lord comes again in his glory, the sun will turn black and the moon will not shine. 
Resurrection 
a. The people of God coming out of Egypt and passing through the Red Sea is a type of resurrection. 
b. Jesus own resurrection and that of the old testament saints followed his death at passover. 
c. When Jesus returns, the dead in Christ shall rise! 
All of this is contained in the phrase: and passed over. 


The first part, he entered into a ship, is connected with Tabernacles. Here are the key features of tabernacles: 


On the Day of atonement, the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies to meet with the Lord. Thus that was when the Lord 
came to the temple! 


On the first feast of tabernacles, Moses came down from Sinai the second time and had the people begin construction of 
the tabernacle of the Testimony. It was completed just prior to Passover. 


On the 8th day of tabernacles, Hagaii gave his second prophecy, and the people began to build the second temple. It too 
was completed just prior to Passover. 


On the 8th day of tabernacles, Jesus revealed himself to Israel, saying If any man thirst, let him come unto me.... 


What all this is saying it that the essence of tabernacles is God coming to the temple and revealing himself. The Temple 
is the Church. The Church is the Ship. All this is contained in the phrase: And he entered into a ship. 


And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city." 

This is saying 

a: Jesus will come and reveal himself to the Church. This is the beginning of the Book of Revelation. Tabernacles 

b. This starts a process [building His spiritual temple] that will culminate in the Second Coming, Revelation 19. Passover 
c. The Lord's final aim is to be united with his Bride, Revelation 21. Pentecost. 


Each of the three feasts have had partial fulfillment's in the past, in these last days, they will be completely fulfilled. 
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My Dream of Martyrdom 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


February 17, 2009 
www.etpv.org 


This dream came to me sometime shortly after the shootings at Virginia Tech. 


The Virginia Tech massacre was a school shooting consisting of two separate attacks 
approximately two hours apart on April 16, 2007, that took place on the campus of Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) in Blacksburg, Virginia, United States. 
The perpetrator, Seung-Hui Cho, killed 32 people and wounded many others before 
committing suicide. The massacre was the deadliest shooting incident by a single gunman in 
United States history, on or off a school campus. 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


What would you do if you were caught in a similar circumstance? 
What does the bible say about this sort of situation? What can the committed Christian expect as he 


takes up his cross and follows Jesus? In our article, The Stumbling Block 
[htto://www.etpv.org/bills_page/tstumbb.html] we wrote: 


We have cited about 40 passages to answer this question, what does the bible say? Over and 
over and over and over we read about suffering, persecution and martyrdom. This is not a 
trivial issue here, it’s a major bible theme. 


Here are a sample of the scriptures we cited. 


Philippians 3:10 That | may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 


1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 


The Dream 

In the dream, | found my self in some sort of institutional setting. Perhaps it was a school or church, 
perhaps in a public building. | was with a large group of people. The situation there was that all the 
people were being lined up and then shot in the chest, one by one with an automatic pistol. | do not 
recall any details about the shooters or even why this was happening. 


My first reaction was one of shock, realizing that | was shortly to experience a violent death and there 
was no escape. 


My second reaction was to accept the situation and make a silent prayer. “Lord, here | come.” 


The instant | prayed this prayer | felt an immense feeling of peace come over me. There was no fear. 
Then the dream ended. 


Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
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HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN 
by Bill Somers 


Just lately we saw America at the peak of her power and influence. In the Gulf War, the United States exerted her 
military might on the other side of the globe. We saw decisive use of overwhelming force produce an astonishing 
rapid victory. What made this so astonishing were several factors. 

A. The poor track record of the US Military since the 60's and our involvement in Vietnam. 

B. The generally low opinion of the armed services and the Pentagon establishment. 

C. the widely held expectations of a costly blood bath with high casualties. 


How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished! (2 Samuel 1:27) 


The Lord had given me the above verse from 2nd Samuel. in the first days the gulf war. At that point we were still 
quite fearful of high casualties or possible adverse outcomes of the war. The scripture came to me just before I 
attended a meeting of intercessors praying for our troops and Government leaders. I understood the reference to be 
to America. But as the war progressed, it seemed that the verse must have applied to Iraq. Yet Iraq did seem 
mighty at the time. And her weapons of war seemed fearsome. Yet Iraq proved to .be less than mighty and her 
weapons turned out to be paltry. 


But now I see that this was referring to America. One purpose of the war was to show the might of America and to 
mark the peak of her power. This was our high point and marked the magnitude of our coming fall. 


BENHADAD, KING OF SYRIA 
One morning a few months after the Gulf War, my morning devotion took me to 1 Kings 20 one day. 


1. And Benhadad the king of Syria gathered all his host together: and [there were] thirty and two 
kings with him, and horses, and chariots: and he went up and besieged Samaria, and warred 
against it. 


I worked my way into the chapter finding mostly familiar material. I had not planned on reading in that part of the 
bible anyway so I was ready to skip over to proverbs, when I came to verse 13. 


13 And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king of Israel, saying, Thus saith the LORD, 
Hast thou seen all this great multitude? behold, I will deliver it into thine hand this day; and thou 
shalt know that I [am] the LORD. 


At this point the Lord showed me that here was an example of God giving a victory to a wicked nation. Israel under 
king Ahab was backslidden, wicked and far from God's favor. Yet he gave the victory so "Thou shalt know that I 
am the LORD!" 


21 And the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and chariots, and slew the Syrians with 
a great slaughter. 


This example is written for us, I realized. Our 'miracle victory’ in the Gulf War can in no way be seen as a sign of 
God's favor or approval. (It can certainly be seen as a sign that God had a hand in it.) 


Later that day I meditated on the comparison to the Gulf War. The US as Israel, and Iraq as Syria was the analogy 
clearly established in my mind. As I considered this, I got a second revelation that shook me to the core. I 
remembered what happened in the rest of the Chapter! And the word of Judgment pronounced against Israel and 
King Ahab in the end! 


28 And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus saith the LORD, 
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Because the Syrians have said, The LORD [is] God of the hills, but he [is] not God of the valleys, 
therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I [am] the LORD. 


Here the Lord gave Israel a victory not because they called on him but because of the Syrians actions. The Syrians 
made the war a contest between their gods and the God of Israel! 


Now recall that Saddam Hussein made a great public show, on world wide television, of prayer to Allah! That he 
called for Jihad, or Holy War, and counted on Allah for victory! 


President Bush had Billy Graham come into the White House to pray. And he issued a proclamation of prayer after 
the manner of Abraham Lincoln. 


Once again the war was a contest between the God of Israel and false religion. And once again God gave the 
victory to a wicked, backslidden nation: America. 


29 And they pitched one over against the other seven days. And [so] it was, that in the seventh 
day the battle was joined: and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand 
footmen in one day. 

But Benhadad of Syria escaped from the battle and pled for mercy. 

32 So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put ropes on their heads, and came to the king of 
Israel, and said, Thy servant Benhadad saith, I pray thee, let me live.... 

34 ... Then said Ahab, I will send thee away with this covenant. So he made a covenant with him, 
and sent him away. 


(Our leadership in the Gulf War allowed the Iraqi army to slip from the trap and still permits Hussein to remain in 
power.) 


But the Lord was angry and sent the prophet again. 


38 So the prophet departed, and waited for the king by the way, and disguised himself with ashes 
upon his face. 


42 And he said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Because thou hast let go out of [thy] hand a man 
whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people for 
his people. 


And so this is another word of judgment for us as well. 
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Mighty in Battle 


Bill Somers 


The episode of the Woman Taken in Adultery in one of the most dramatic of all Jesus' encounters with the 
Pharisees. Yet it is also one of the most mysterious as well. Here is the text. 


John Chapter 8: 

1. Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 

2. And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he 
sat down, and taught them. 

3. And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set 
her in the midst, 

4. They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 

5. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 

6. This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with 
his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 

7. So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 

8. And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground 

9. And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at 
the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 

10. When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where 
are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 

11. She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 


This commentary hopes to remove some of the mystery and share some exciting things the Lord has shown me 
regarding this passage. I have gone over this text many times in its preparation. I suggest that the reader will get the 
most benefit by going over it more than once. 


The idea of a spiritual meaning behind this passage came to me several years ago while listening to a tape by Bob 
Jones, one of the Kansas City Prophets. Brother Jones explained that the woman is a type of the Church, and 
that the story is prophetic of her redemption. That is, just as the woman is caught in her adultery and has her sin 
openly exposed, so the Church is about to have her sin exposed and to be accused, of all manner of things. As the 
woman in the story repents and is set free, the church also will go through a similar experience that will lead to 
revival. [Some are now prophesying this in terms of a Civil War. ] 


Therefore this text has a special prophetic significance. As it says in 1st Corinthians 10:11 "Now all these things 
happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come." 


There is a pattern in this story; a pattern of revival, specifically of end-time revival. The church is about to experience 
a severe attack of the enemy. This will in fact be a judgment from the Lord. (...Judgment must begin at the house 
of God.... lst Peter 4:17) This in turn brings the Church to the place of Repentance. Revival will take place, which 
will include Divine commissioning, a mandate and an anointing that empowers her to complete the Great 
Commission and bring in the Harvest. 


There is another pattern here found widely throughout scripture: An Encounter with The Lord, in which He reveals 
Himself for Who He is. 


This encounter produces several results that are typical of revival. (After all, isn't revival the result of a meeting with 
the Lord?) The one having the encounter receives the Fear of the Lord. They become very meek and humble. They 
worship the Lord. They receive new revelation knowledge from the Lord. Then they are used by the Lord. (Where 
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before they could not be used because they lacked these things.) This happens to greater or lesser degree depending 
directly upon the degree to which God reveals himself. 


This is true of almost all major characters in the bible. Consider the degree to which He revealed Himself to Saul of 
Tarsus, and the thoroughness of his dramatic conversion to Paul the Apostle. (Another story typical of revival.) 
Another way of describing an encounter with the Lord is this: The Revelation of Jesus Christ! Which is to say, 
Revival is the Revelation of Jesus Christ! And this is seen in the very next Verse (12) which says "Then spake Jesus 
again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world:" 


Let's go back to the text. 


John Chapter 8: 

1. Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 

2. And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he 
sat down, and taught them. 


First, notice that Jesus has come down from the mountain. He went up to the mountain; so, reading between the 
lines, to get to the temple, he had to come back down. 

This speaks of his coming down from heaven. "The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple." 
(Mal. 3:1) We see this scripture from Malachi fulfilled several times in the Bible. Indeed this has been the pattern of 
Divine visitations throughout our history in the Great Awakenings and world wide revivals. “He came again." 
Suddenly the Lord Comes AGAIN and visits his people in judgment and blessing! 

And now we see Jesus, sitting in the temple. Or in other words we Behold The Lamb Upon The Throne. The 
Lord God, the King of Israel reigning in Zion. The scene is a shadow of the throne room in heaven! Note also that 
with Jesus sitting there we have an illustration of the Judgment Seat of Christ. This is born out, as we see, since 
He immediately has a case brought to Him to judge. 

Since he is in the Temple, He is among His people for the people are the Temple and the Temple is the people. The 
Lord indwelling His people also speaks of revival. 


Verse 2 also mentions that he taught the people - a mark of revival. On first reading this text it is easy to assume that 
while He was teaching, the Pharisees and Scribes came and interrupted him. We are not told what he taught them, 
but the text shows us. For you see the incursion of the Pharisees & Scribes was not an interruption of the lesson, it 
was the lesson! 


The Bible says that "The Lord thy God, in the midst of thee is Mighty!" (Zephaniah 3:17) We see this 
demonstrated here as Jesus, the Captain of the Host, reigning in the midst of His people, is about to do battle with 
his enemies. 


3. And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set 
her in the midst, 

4. They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 

5. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 

6. This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with 
[his] finger wrote on the ground, [as though he heard them not]. 


The scribes and Pharisees speak of ruling principalities and powers, demon princes, the rulers of wickedness in high 
places (Eph. 6:12). First they were over the people. Their social position speaks of a higher spiritual position. 
Second they are accusers (v. 4). The bible describes Satan as the accuser of the brethren. Third, they are 
enemies of the woman (the church), seeking to steal, kill and destroy her (v. 5). And fourth, they are also enemies of 
God seeking to accuse Him, or catch him in a contradiction (v.6). Thus showing the enemies of the church to be 
enemies of God. Because for Him to deny His Word would be to deny Himself meaning He would cease to 
exist. 


This shows the seriousness involved in Satan's challenging the Word of God. The entire scene reminds me of Job 
chap 1 and 2 where the sons of God came and presented themselves and Satan came amongst them to accuse Job, 
and to challenge God Himself. There is an even greater resemblance to the scene in Psalm 82. 
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Psalms 82 

1. God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods. 
2. How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? .... 

6. I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High. 

7. But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes. 


There we see God confronting his enemies, just as here in John 8, when we see him pronouncing judgment on them. 
"Ye shall die like men." 


Now back to our story. 
3. And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery, .... 


The pharisees have brought in a woman taken captive. ("For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and 
lead captive silly women laden with sins, ....", 2 Timothy 3:6). Who is this woman? Don't imagine that this is 
some errant young girl who was unlucky enough to get caught fooling around! No way! These Pharisees are 
naturally going to bring in a common prostitute of Jerusalem, someone that everybody knows is a whore and has no 
doubt as to her guilt. 

Who is this woman? none other than the town whore! So that in the eyes of the spectators (the world) she is not 
worthy of any sympathy whatsoever! And why is this? Because they want to put all the pressure on Jesus. So here 
we have them bringing in the town whore. Who is this woman? She is someone that everybody hates. As all the 
world hates the church, she is a type of the Church. Isn't this an accurate picture of the Church's present condition? 
(Notice she (the church) does not come to the place of repentance on her own, but only by the doings of the 
enemy!) 


3. ...and when they had set her in the midst, 


She began silently to pray. She prays somewhat in the spirit of the following verses; perhaps even quoting parts of 
them. 


Ps 119:25 My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me according to thy word. 

Ps 41:4 I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee. 

Ps 31:9 Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my 
soul and my belly. 

Ps 51:2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

Ps 51:3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 

Ps 86:14 O God, the proud are risen against me, and the assemblies of violent men have sought after 
my soul; and have not set thee before them. 


To understand what happens here we must visualize the scene as in a drama on a stage. This scene is illustrated by a 
painting in some editions of the bible. It shows the woman, lying at Jesus feet, weeping. However the text does not 
mention this. Only that at the end she is found standing. She may well have initially fallen at His feet but at some point 
He must have bid her to rise. ("Shake thyself from the dust; arise, ...O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands 
of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.") (Isaiah 52:2.) First because he has answered the above prayer for 
mercy. It doesn't take long at all for God to hear and answer prayer. "...as soon as Zion travailed, she brought 
forth...." (Isaiah 66:8) Second because he will need room on the ground in front of him for what he is about to do 
next. 


6. This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with 
his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 


Now in verse 5, the accusers attribute a certain command to Moses, that the woman should be stoned. "but what 
sayest thou?" they add. Some commentators point out that this is a ploy to entrap Jesus. If he agrees, he puts himself 
at odds with the Roman rulers who alone held the right to condemn someone to death. If he disagrees, he 
contradicts the Law of Moses. (But John 3:17 says "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved.") 
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At this point the Pharisees are thinking that after all their attempts they have finally gotten something on Jesus. They 
tried to trick him with the Roman tax coin, they tried to trap him with the question about the Baptism of John, and 
other such questions. So many times they have tried, but this time they're sure they have him. They are so confident 
that they come against him right in the very Temple and in front of all the people. (But Job 20:5 says "That the 
triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment?") 


At this point things have suddenly become deadly serious. I can just imagine the spectators sucking in their breath as 
the tension mounts! "Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered?" (Isaiah 49:24) 


Now it is thought that by saying nothing in answer to their accusation, he avoids the trap and puts the burden of 
executing judgment on them. ”...and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a 
stone at her." 


But there is much more to it than that. Let's look at three elements here. What did He write, what was he doing as 
he wrote, and why did He write it instead of saying it? 


What did Jesus Write? 


First of all, it is significant that Jesus wrote WITH HIS FINGER. The finger of God. (Always keep in mind that 
Jesus is God.) He said in Luke 11:20 "But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of 
God is come upon you." Here he casts out the scribes and Pharisees, stand-ins for devils! 'The finger of God' 
therefore speaks of the Law and Judgment. The finger of God wrote the Law upon the stone tablets of Moses. A 
tablet or table is nothing more than a flat surface. So is the floor of the temple. The same finger of God produced the 
famous "Handwriting on the wall" in Babylon. (Daniel 5) It's the same finger that writes His Law in our hearts. 

The accusers stated that Moses commanded that she should be stoned. Here is where the Holy Spirit prompted me 
with a pointed question: 


What exactly does the Law say? 


And in the process of finding this out, He led me to two key verses in the Law of Moses. Then I began to receive 
deep insights into the whole passage. Because when you check out what the Law says you see that THE 
PHARISEES LIED! What they claimed Moses said is not what the Law says! So to demonstrate that; when Jesus 
wrote on the ground, HE QUOTED THE LAW! And He quoted it correctly, exactly as it was given to Moses. 
(After all He was the one who gave the law in the first place!) 


The first thing he wrote was Leviticus 20:10. 


And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery 
with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. 


Not only did this "ignorant carpenter" confound them by quoting the law exactly, He wrote it out perfectly, upside 
down and backwards so that all who were facing Him could plainly read it! 


7. So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 


The power of this rebuke has stood as an indictment of man's hypocrisy down through the ages. Regardless of what 
Jesus wrote, you can see that it broke them, totally shattering their unity. With one stroke they went from being 
vicious accusers to being helpless sinners facing the judgment of an angry God. 


8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 


The bible says "let every word be confirmed in the mouth of two or three witnesses." (2nd Corinthians 13:1) 
So now Jesus writes out a second scripture. This time it was Deuteronomy 22:22. 


If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, 
both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel. 
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Notice that in both of these scriptures the man is mentioned first and that both parties are guilty of death! Also 
note that stoning is not mentioned. That's where the Pharisees lied! 


At this point, we recall that the scribes were those whose task was to copy out the scriptures. So they should be 
expected to know what the Law said. The Pharisees were especially noted for memorizing the five books of 
Moses. But what have they done here? They have shown themselves to be liars, and incompetents in front of all the 
people. First of all they were liars for misquoting Moses whose disciples they claimed to be. Experts in the Law who 
don't even know what the Law says? 


And then they show themselves to be incompetent to rule over the people by not bringing in both guilty parties! They 
claimed to have caught her in the very act, so they must have caught him as well! Even though they had taken 
captive a prisoner who was known to be guilty, they let the other guilty party go free! So there was no way for them 
to execute judgment or even to make their accusation stick according to the law of Moses! 


Now after Jesus spoke the words "He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her" He 
continued to write. While that was sinking in, the second scripture completed the proof that none of the accusers 
were without sin! Perhaps there was an element of sarcasm in his voice as he said it! As if to say, ‘here by quoting 
the law, I have exposed your sin. Now which of you has the nerve to claim he is without sin?' In other words Jesus 
has exposed their sin and they could not stand before God with sin. 


Let's look at one more aspect of this. Speaking of witnesses and the sentence of death consider this passage from 
Deuteronomy. 


Deuteronomy 17:2-7 

2 If there be found among you, within any of thy gates which the LORD thy God giveth thee, man or 
woman, that hath wrought wickedness in the sight of the LORD thy God, in transgressing his covenant, 
3 And hath gone and served other gods, and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the 
host of heaven, which I have not commanded; 

4 And it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, behold, it be true, and the 
thing certain, that such abomination is wrought in Israel: 

5 Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman, which have committed that wicked thing, unto 
thy gates, even that man or that woman, and shalt stone them with stones, till they die. 

6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; 
but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death. 

7 The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of 
all the people. So thou shalt put the evil away from among you. 


[Here we note that the context is speaking of those who go to serve and worship other gods, i. e. spiritual adultery. ] 
What this tells us is that those who witnessed the crime must be the ones to "first cast a stone at her". These 
Pharisees have told Jesus that "this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act." So Jesus Challenges them, 
saying, "He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her." What this does is call for two or 
more of them to come forth and claim to be witnesses of the act. If they come forth with such an accusation, it 
becomes obvious that they know the identity of the other guilty party in the adultery. And as we noted above they 
have failed to accuse the other party, knowing full well who he is, having witnessed the act themselves. So if they 
claim to be witnesses they are not without sin, having failed to deal with both guilty persons. The result is that the 
accuser of the brethren is automatically guilty of sin! 


Here is the prayer of the woman at this point. 


Ps 142:7 Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name: the righteous shall compass me 
about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me. 

Ps 119:175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee; and let thy judgments help me. 

Ps 69:18 Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me because of mine enemies. 

Ps 40:14 Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it; let them 
be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil. 
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You will notice that the prayer shifts to imprecation, calling for judgment on one's enemies. And that's exactly what 
Jesus accomplishes in verse 9. It's no wonder they all left, after being rebuked and corrected in matters of the Law. 
They were utterly embarrassed! And when they were convicted of sin, they were unwilling to repent before the only 
one who had the power to forgive sin. "Who is this that forgiveth sins...?!" (Luke 7:49) 


9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at 
the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 


They left one by one, showing that their unity was shattered. The eldest left first. The leaders were first to realize that 
they had just made total fools of themselves. 


What was Jesus doing as he wrote? 


He was fighting his battle and he was revealing himself. Since God's throne is established on Mercy and Judgment, 
Jesus was demonstrating His Lordship! How so? Jesus wrote in the dust before all the people to pronounce 
judgment and to show mercy at the same time. In doing one He was able to do the other, for as the accusers were 
judged, the woman received forgiveness! (Psalm 9:16 says "The LORD is known by the judgment which he 
executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands." Since the Lord is know by the judgment he 
executes, this is one way He reveals Himself for Who He is!) 


Now besides that, what Jesus did was to use the law to convict them of sin. Romans 5:13 (For until the law sin 
was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.) shows the purpose of the law was to convict of 
sin. Here the Pharisees not only made fools of themselves, they are guilty of breaking the very law they are trying to 
use against the woman. Why? Because that law applied to them! The prohibition against adultery applied to the 
woman. There was no question about her guilt. The entire dispute is over the penalty for sin. The law proscribing 
the death penalty for the two parties involved in adultery was binding on them. The judges of Israel were required 
to carry it out. Doesn't the law speak to them when it says "... so shalt thou put away evil from Israel." This they 
clearly failed to do; it was never even their intention. They could not even come close since they had let one of the 
guilty ones go free. "How long will ye judge unjustly, ..." was the rebuke he gave in Ps. 82:2, it is equally 
descriptive of the situation here. 


Now moving along, note also that it says "Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst" and in 
verse 10, "When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman". In the natural sense of the text it is 
understood to mean all the accusers had left. But in the literal sense it says all the people had left as well. (This is one 
of those cases, where something that does not quite make sense in the literal, that just doesn't add up, is used to 
point to a spiritual meaning.) When the accusers were driven back, Jesus was alone with the woman. What about 
the people? Symbolically the people are part of the woman. There are no neutral spectators in this situation. You 
are part of the woman or your part is with the enemies of God. The people are the temple, the temple is the church. 
The church is the woman, the woman is you and I. And we are the bride; and Jesus has eyes only for his bride, he 
"saw none but the woman". And when Jesus arises again, on the last day, at the sound of the last trumpet, it will be 
to gather his bride to himself with great rejoicing! 


And so we need to consider this from the point of view of the accused woman, not that of a spectator. Our position 
is that of the accused; we the church are guilty as charged and her prayers, all of them, shall be our prayers. So we 
note that she is humble and repentant, and thereby able to remain standing when others are driven back. As 1st 
Peter 5:5 says "...and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble." 


10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where 
are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 
11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 


Why did Jesus write out the Word instead of speaking it? 


Again there is a combination of mercy and judgment. 
By not exposing the full extent of their sin out loud and in public, he was in effect letting them off the hook. The 
pharisees knew He could have made it far worse on them if He did. And it would perhaps have angered them to the 
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point where they would try to kill him before his time. 
But He also did it to illustrate two amazing points from the scriptures! It was not for the benefit of those on the scene 
at that time. It was for our benefit as readers of the bible. How so? We must visualize the scene, and be open to the 
Lord's sense of humor as he makes a play on words. 


There are two amazing points that are made by visualizing the scene. First by stooping down to write, He had to rise 
up again. "When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman," 

This is an illustration of a scripture. It's an exact visual demonstration of Psalm 68:1! "LET GOD ARISE; LET 
HIS ENEMIES BE SCATTERED!" Hallelujah! When God Arose all his enemies were on the run! And that's 
exactly how it is when Jesus moves on your behalf! 


The second play on words in even more interesting. Picture Jesus standing in the center of the scene. About three or 
four feet in front of him is the accused woman, facing him, repentant and broken. The accusers have left and the 
people are standing around watching. Between them, written 'in the dust of the earth’ as one translation puts it, are 
the scriptures Jesus has just written out. Now Jesus speaks. "Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no 
man condemned thee?" 


At this point something happens. The woman reacts by turning completely around. Now with her back to Jesus, 
facing the same way he is, we see her taking two or three steps backward in astonishment and joy that her accusers 
are gone! "When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our 
mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing...." Ps. 126:1,2. A perfectly natural and obvious 
reaction by anyone in these circumstances! 


And here is the woman's prayer at this point. 


Ps 30:3 O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I should 
not go down to the pit. 

Ps 124:7 Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are 
escaped. 


Now once this happens, consider the position of the woman when she confesses Him as Lord. She has drawn 
closer to Jesus and is now standing on the very spot where Jesus wrote on the ground! In other words, she is 
standing on the word of God and seeing things from His point of view! Since she has stepped backwards, she has 
now drawn closer to Jesus. In fact she is now standing in His shadow! Then, once the woman, (the church) turns 
about to face her enemies, and takes her stand on the Word of God, she lifts up her eyes and finds that Jesus has 
already fought the battle and won the victory for her! 


Recall the scene in 2nd Chronicles 20... 


15 ... Thus saith the LORD unto you, ... Be not afraid nor dismayed ... for the battle is not yours, but 


God's. 
17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set your selves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the 
LORD 


We saw above that the Church's enemies are also the Lord's enemies; note that 2nd Chronicles 20:15 says "the 
battle is not yours, but God's." 

So the battle is the Lord's, and He shows Himself strong on behalf of His people; Mighty in Battle! 

And how does He fight? Revelation 2:16, says "...J will ...fight against them with the sword of my mouth." We 
find this point demonstrated here also. That is exactly how He fights! He fights with the sword of His mouth, and 
destroys his enemies with the Word! 


Now Jesus steps forward and lays a comforting hand upon her shoulder. (Draw close to God and He will draw 
close to you!) And, while also standing on His Word, says "Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more." 
Notice His two commands; GO, and sin no more. These are the same for any Christian; but speak especially of the 
Church in Revival. The 'Go' is the power and the anointing, the 'sin no more’ is the requisite holiness to move in that 
power. 
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And This is how you get the victory. 
First be willing to come before the Lord in repentance. 
Second let the Lord fight the battle for you! 


"There is therefore, no condemnation to those that are in Christ Jesus." {Romans 8:1) 


Now the final prayer of the woman would go something like this from Luke chapter 1: (Where it is spoken by 
another woman who is another type of the Church.) 


46 ... My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations 
shall call me blessed. 

49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. 

50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 

51 He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. 

52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 

53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. 


The Other Guilty Party 

Some have said that the reason all the Pharisees left the temple was that they themselves were among those guilty of 
committing adultery with the harlot. The text viewed from the natural does not support this, but viewed as types it 
does. 


If this scene represents Satan accusing the church of spiritual adultery, isn't he the other guilty party? We have seen 
that the Law requires that there be two guilty parties and that both be put to death. So cannot the Lord reply ‘well 
tell me Satan, just who is the other guilty party? Exactly who have my people been unfaithful with?' So the 
effect here is to illustrate yet another scripture: as it says in Psalm 64:8 "So they shall make their own tongue to 
fall upon themselves...." 


The relationship between God and his people (Israel and/or Church) is one of betrothal of marriage. They are legally 
married but not yet fully united. One thing this accomplishes is to protect them, to a degree, from the accuser when 
they are unfaithful. Since the accuser is the other guilty party in the adultery. So to bring the full accusation of 
adultery against them would rebound against the accuser as well. The other thing is that eventually the church must 
be willing to accept the sentence of death. Ps. 110:3 "Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power...." 
And in that day the Lord will use it to destroy the enemy! 


Now to summarize: 


Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it. 


Psalm 68:1 Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before him. 2 
As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: as wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish 
at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 


34 Ascribe ye strength unto God: his excellency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds. 
35 O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places: the God of Israel is he that giveth strength and 
power unto his people. Blessed be God. 


Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and 
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he is the savior of the body. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blemish. 


Jude 1:24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 

25 To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Moses’ Commission 


Bill Somers 


Moses is often regarded as a type of Christ. In many ways he is a forerunner of Jesus. Jesus followed 
in his footsteps fulfilling certain patterns set by Moses' example. 


The Lord met Moses at the burning bush and gave him his commission and a series of instructions. 
The commission and instructions can be seen as prophetic typology, which means the typology 
involved is prophecy. It foretells things to come later. 


As Moses is the forerunner of Jesus, Moses' commission speaks prophetically of Jesus' ministry; 
both in the first and second comings. Parallels can be drawn, based on Moses' Commission, which 
show us that the Lord's instructions to Moses, are typical of the Father's instructions to his Son, Jesus. 
And those parallels provide us some interesting insights as well. 


The relevant scripture is found in Exodus 3 & 4. We include here the entire passage, but we will only 
look closely at a few particular ones. 


Exodus 3:6 Moreover he said, | am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. 
7 And the LORD said, | have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, 
and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for | know their sorrows; 

8 And | am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and | have also 
seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 

10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth 
my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 

11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that | should 
bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? 

12 And he said, Certainly | will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I 
have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God 
upon this mountain. 

13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall 
say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 
What is his name? what shall | say unto them? 

14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto 
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 

15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 
The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all 
generations. 

16 Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, | 
have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: 

17 And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. 

18 And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of 
Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews 
hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days’ journey into the 
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 

19 And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 

20 And | will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which | will do in 
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the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go. 

21 And | will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, 
that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: 

22 But every woman shall borrow of her neighbor, and of her that sojourneth in her house, 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upon your sons, 
and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 

4:1 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken 
unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee. 

2 And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 

3 And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a 
serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 

4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put 
forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: 

5 That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 

6 And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he 
put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as 
snow. 

7 And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom 
again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. 
8 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of 
the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign. 

9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken 
unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: 
and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land. 

10 And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, | am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor 
since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. 

11 And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the 
dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? 

12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. 

13 And he said, O my Lord, send, | pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send. 

14 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the 
Levite thy brother? | know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to 
meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 

15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and | will be with thy 
mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. 

16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to 
thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God. 

17 And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs. 

18 And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, Let me go, 
| pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet 
alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 

19 And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are 
dead which sought thy life. 

20 And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to 
the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 


I. God’s Purpose 


God’s overall purpose in sending Jesus is profoundly highlighted through His purpose in sending 
Moses as predecessor. 


We see it first in Exodus 3:8 


8 And | am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Exodus 3:8 
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And it's restated again in verses 10 and 12 


"I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of 
Israel out of Egypt." (Exodus 3:10)." 


The second part of this overall purpose is found in Exodus 3:12. 


"When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this 
mountain." 


Let’s interpret the types. Pharaoh is a type of Satan, Egypt is the world and ‘this mountain’ speaks of 
the Church or the Kingdom of God. So God's overall purpose in sending Jesus is to bring his people 
out of the world system and bondage to Satan, and bring them into salvation and the Kingdom of God. 


Colossians 1:12-13 acknowledges this when it says : 


"Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:" 


Now let’s look at some specifics. 
ll. Passages Relating To The First Coming 
A. Tell Them I Am Has Sent You 


14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto 
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 


The scripture says tell them | am has sent you. This is to say ‘tell them | am sent from the Father’; to 
tell them ‘I AM is to tell them His oneness with the Father. To tell them ‘I AM’ is to reveal His deity; and 
tell them "/ am that | am". This is to say ‘lam that which | am" which is to reveal the nature of God by 
His attributes. | am the Light of the World; | am the Resurrection and the Life; | am the Great Shepherd; 
etc. So Jesus is sent into the world to reveal the nature of the Father, and His unity with the Father. 
You could say his purpose is The Revelation of Jesus Christ! 


Here are some passages where he does just that. 


And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. (John 6:35 KJV) 


Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that followeth 
me Shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. (John 8:12 KJV) 


And yet if | judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent 
me. (John 8:16 KJV) 


As long as | am in the world, I am the light of the world. (John 9:5 KJV) 


And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might 
see; and that they which see might be made blind. (John 9:39 KJV) 


! am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture. (John 10:9 KJV) 


l am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. (John 10:11 
KJV) 


Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live: (John 11:25 KJV) 


And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. (John 12:45 KJV) 


Į am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in 
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darkness. (John 12:46 KJV) 


Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me. (John 14:6 KJV) 


Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that | speak 
unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
(John 14:10 KJV) 


Believe me that | am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very 
works’ sake. (John 14:11 KJV) 


At that day ye shall know that | am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. (John 14:20 
KJV) 


Į am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. (John 15:1 KJV) 


l am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (John 15:5 KJV) 


Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I 
am a king. To this end was | born, and for this cause came | into the world, that | should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. (John 18:37 
KJV) 


Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that 
he said, | am King of the Jews. (John 19:21 KJV) 


B. Cast The Rod Down. 


Exodus 4:3 And he [God] said, Cast it [the rod] on the ground. And he cast it on the 
ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 


Here Moses portrays the first and second Adams allegorically. The first Adam was given dominion by 
God. He lost it to Satan through forfeiture. This is shown by his casting down the rod that symbolizes 
his authority. Once he lets go this authority, Satan’s controlling power manifests. He [Satan, the 
serpent, the devil] now holds Mankind in bondage by the fear of death, as evidenced by Moses fleeing 
the serpent. 


Exodus. 4.4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. 
And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: 


However when Jesus, the second Adam, came, he demonstrated power over Satan. This is shown by 
Moses laying hold of the serpent. As the serpent becomes a rod again, we see that the power and 
authority that Adam lost was recovered by Jesus. 


Let's look at this a bit closer. 


The Rod speaks of authority, measurement, judgment, correction, punishment. It can also be a 
scepter, which speaks of ruling with authority. A lance or javelin speaks of throwing. A staff indicates 
support, and, by extension, life support as in the 'staff of bread’. It can be a branch, and figuratively 
means a tribe, as a branch of a ‘family tree’ can mean a tribe. 


Examples: 


Judgment: Leviticus 27:32 And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of 
whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD. [Passing under 
the rod is like passing inspection.] 


Measurement: Revelation 11:1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the 
angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that 
worship therein. 
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Control or correction: Proverbs 26:3 A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for 
the fool's back. 


Rulership: Revelation 19:15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 


And: 


Psalms 110:2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the 
midst of thine enemies. 


In Genesis 1 we find where God gave authority to Adam. 


(Gen 1:28 KJV) And God blessed them, [Man] and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 


The same idea is echoed in the Psalms. 


Psalm 115:16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord's: but the earth hath he given 
to the children of men. 


Through his sin of disobedience to God, Adam lost that authority; and by obeying the serpent, he 
became his servant. 


Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness? 


There is a very important passage in Hebrews 2 detailing the power that the devil has. 


Hebrews 2:14-15 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 


Prophetic typology is seen in the following verse where Moses is struck with fear. 


Exodus 4:3 And he [God] said, Cast it [the rod] on the ground. And he cast it on the 
ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 


The passage from Hebrews speaks of how Jesus, through his death, triumphs over the devil, who has 
the power of death, and holds men in bondage through fear of death. [Important point!] When we 
reach a point of death to self, that death will allow us to overcome Satan by freeing us from the fear of 
death as well. 


As noted earlier, Jesus is the second Adam, and when He came, he demonstrated power over Satan, 
and recovered the power that the first Adam had lost. Here are some representative scriptures. 


Luke 4:40-41 Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers 
diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and 
healed them. 

And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of 
God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ. 


Luke 6:17-18 And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of 
his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from 
the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of their 
diseases; 

And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed. 


Mat 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
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heaven and in earth. 
C. Put your hand into your bosom. 


This symbolically illustrates the idea that Jesus took our sin upon himself, died in our place, and was 
raised again in a new glorified body. Here is the scripture again. 


6 And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he 
put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as 
snow. 


7 And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom 
again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. 


8 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of 
the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign. 


To see this part of the allegory, three elements must come into play. The first is the hand, which we 
assume is the right hand. The second is leprosy, and it's symbolic meaning. The third is the fact that 
Jesus bore our sins. 


To be brief, the Right Hand stands for Jesus; and leprosy stands for sin. As Moses takes his right 
hand out of his bosom, he is acting as a type of the Father. 


As Moses extends his hand, it speaks of the Father sending Jesus. As the hand is seen to be leprous, 
it speaks of Jesus taking on the sin of the world. As the hand is pulled back in and concealed, it 
speaks of Jesus’ death and burial. And when the hand is brought forth again, it speaks of Jesus' 
resurrection. So Jesus’ resurrection is a sign to those who will not believe. 


The Right Hand 
Now let's consider how the Right Hand stands for Jesus 
What does it mean when Moses prays as follows? 


Exodus 15: 

16 Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of thine arm they shall be as 
still as a stone; till thy people pass over, O LORD, till the people pass over, which thou 
hast purchased. 

17 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the 
place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which 
thy hands have established. 


Simply put, he is speaking of the church, and of the people he purchased. The same concept is found 
in Psalm 78, where the right hand is mentioned specifically. 


Psalms 78:54 And he brought them to the border of his sanctuary, even to this mountain, 
which his right hand had purchased. 


We are to be planted in the holy mountain, a people purchased with a price by Jesus who allegorically 
is portrayed as right hand. 


What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20 KJV) 


So put two and two together, and you may conclude that the Right Hand is Jesus, the one who paid 
the price. 


Here is a sample of typical verses using the phrase "Right Hand," all of which show or suggest its 
identification with Jesus. 


Psalms 17:7 Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand 
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them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them. 


Psalms 18:35 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand 
hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great. 


Psalms 20:6 Now know | that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his 
holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand. 


Psalms 80:15 And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that 
thou madest strong for thyself. 


Psalms 80:17 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man 
whom thou madest strong for thyself. 


Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not; for | am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, | will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. 


Isaiah 48:13 Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand 
hath spanned the heavens: when | call unto them, they stand up together. 


Isaiah 62:8 The LORD hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his strength, 
Surely | will no more give thy corn to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons of the 
stranger shall not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured: 


Leprosy as a symbol of sin. 


Leprosy is a disease in which the flesh is corrupted and wastes away. In the bible it is used as a 
symbol of sin, which also corrupts the flesh. There is a clue that leprosy means more than just an 
illness in this passage from Matthew. 


Mt 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give. 


Notice that Jesus here instructs his men to heal the sick and cleanse the lepers. You would think that 
healing the sick would include cleansing lepers, but it is listed separately showing there is something 
special about it. 


Leprosy is dealt with very extensively in Leviticus 13 and 14, which we won't go into now. But here are 
two passages that clearly associate the sudden onset of leprosy with sin. 


9. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed. 

10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, 
white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous 

11. And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, | beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, 
wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. (Numbers 12:9-11 KJV) 


18. And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee, 
Uzziah, to burn incense unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are 
consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither 
Shall it be for thine honour from the LORD God. 

19. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn incense: and while he 
was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in 
the house of the LORD, from beside the incense altar. 2 Chronicles 26:18-19 


How Jesus took on our sin. 
Jesus cleansed us by taking our sin upon Himself) 
Peter states it another way who, speaking of Jesus, says: 


Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 1 Peter 2:24 
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These passages from 2nd Corinthians and Galatians say something quite similar. 


For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. 2nd Corinthians 5:21 


Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: Galatians 3:13 


It is also found in the old testament when the ministry of the suffering servant, Messiah, is prophesied. 


He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. Isaiah 53:11 


This says that Jesus took our sins upon himself, or he became sin, or became a curse, for our 
redemption. Here are two more verses closely related to this theme. 


For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. Mark 10:45 


So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall 
he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. Hebrews 9:28 


lll. Passages Relating To The Second Coming. 
A. The Water Of The River 


Exodus. 4:9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither 
hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the 
dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry 
land. 


This passage relates to the spiritual second coming. It is understood as ‘coming to His Church’ or 'to 
His rest’. That is his coming ‘as the latter rain’ or the coming as latter day outpouring of the spirit. 


(Hosea 6:1-3) Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal 
us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. 

After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight. 

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth. 


This is also called the great end time revival! 


When Moses time came to follow this command of the Lord's, he took of the water from the Nile River 
in Egypt. When Jesus does this, He will take of the water of a different river, the River of Life! 


(Psalms 46:4 KJV) There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, 
the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 


(Rev 22:1 KJV) And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 


When Moses poured out the water, it became blood. When Jesus pours out his Spirit on the ‘dry land,’ 
it means that multitudes will be brought into salvation, which follows the great end time revival. 


(Joel 2:28-32) And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions: 

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out my 
spirit. 

And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
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smoke. 

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the LORD come. 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall 
be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath 
said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call. 


B. The Men Who Sought Thy Life Are Dead. 


This section relates to the physical second coming. It shows that Jesus’ physical return awaits the 
judgment of the princes of this world. We find the pattern for this aspect of the return stated twice in the 
Bible. The first one is here in Exodus. 


Exodus 4:18 And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, 
Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether 
they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 

19 And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are 
dead which sought thy life. 


Here we can conclude that Moses could not return to his people till this condition was met, i.e. that 
those who sought his life were dead. Who was it that sought his life? Pharaoh: a type of Satan. His 
return to his people depended on the removal of those who sought his life. 


And in Mathew 2 where Jesus, as a young boy, cannot return to the land of his people till those who 
sought his life are dead. 


But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt, 

Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for 
they are dead which sought the young child's life 

And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
(Matthew 2:19-21 KJV) 


Once again, His return to his people depended on the removal of those who sought his life. In this 
case it's King Herod who sought his life. And King Herod is a type of [guess who?] Satan. 


At the end of the Tribulation, before the battle of Armageddon, His return to his people will depend on 
the removal of those who sought his life. 


The point is that Jesus can't return till the powers of heaven are removed. What exactly does that 
mean? 


Who are they that sought his life? 


Who sought his life but the Kings of this world, or the powers of the air. The principalities and 
powers ruling in heavenly places. The Powers of Heaven. We find their identity spelled out in this 
passage from 1 Corinthians where we are told that they are the ones who crucified him. 


1 Corinthians 2: 

6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, 
nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 

7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory: 

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory. 


Here are several other key passages, which mention these powers of the air. It's important to 
understand who these powers are, for they are the ones who exercise spiritual influence on the minds 
of men. These powers cloud people’s understanding and actually prevent them from hearing the 
gospel. 


For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
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against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. (Ephesians 6:12 KJV) 


For | am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 8:38,39, NKJV). 


...having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was 
contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having 
disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them in it. (Colossians 2:14-15, NKJV). 


What Happens To Them? 


You can find references to these principalities throughout the Old Testament, if you know how to 
recognize them. Their appearance in Psalm 82, where they are called ‘the gods’, is especially 
important, for here the Lord pronounces their judgment. 


Psalms 82: A Psalm of Asaph. 

1 God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods. 
2 How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah. 
3 Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. 

4 Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked 

5 They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the 
foundations of the earth are out of course 

6 | have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High. 

7 But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes 

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations. 


And it is they who must die, [fall like Adam], for Jesus to return. 


When the Lord returns, he first carries out judgment on the rulers of darkness and heavenly powers, 
before he actually returns to earth. 


In Isaiah 34 we read of this judgment. 


And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together 
as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a 
falling fig from the fig tree For my sword shall be bathed in heaven .... (Isaiah 34:4-5 
KJV) 


Before He returns these powers of heaven must be taken out. 


Here are further scriptures showing that one of the final judgments is that the powers of heaven will 
be shaken and the stars will fall. This means the satanic kingdoms of the air will be judged and the 
demonic princes who sit in those thrones [Prince of Persia etc.] will all be cast down to earth. 


And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 
Mark 13:25 


Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. Luke 21:26 


Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: Matthew 24:29 


And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the high 
ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. (Isaiah 

And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be 
shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited. 
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Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts 
shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously. (Isaiah 
24:21-23 KJV) 


For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon 
the high places of the earth. Micah 1:3 


Here's a set of scriptures relating to the Lord's return, the powers of heaven, and the repentance of 
Israel. 


Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. Revelation 
1:7 


The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into 
Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt 
shall melt in the midst of it. Isaiah 19:1 


And Jesus said, | am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. Mark 14:62 


And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit 
of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. Zechariah 12:10 


In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they 
and the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD 
their God. Jeremiah 50:4 


In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, 
and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will 
pardon them whom l reserve. Jeremiah 50:20 


Therefore thus will | do unto thee, O Israel: and because | will do this unto thee, prepare to 
meet thy God, O Israel 

For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man 
what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high 
places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name. (Amos 4:12-13 KJV) 


C. The Rod Of God 


Exodus 4:20 And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he 
returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 


This passage also refers to the physical second coming. With the Rod of God in_his hand speaks of 
Jesus coming with a rod of iron to Rule the nations. 


Note also where it says, Moses took his wife and his sons. This speaks of Jesus returning with his 
Bride and spiritual sons, the Church. 


(Rev 19:14 -15) And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he 
Shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. 


Summary 


So we have seen this short exercise in typology take us from the first chapter of Genesis to the 19th 
chapter of Revelation. Let's close with the last two verses of the Bible. 
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(Rev 22:20 -21) He which testifieth these things saith, Surely | come quickly. Amen. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


My Personal Page 


"It is a terrible waste for a Christian to die a natural death". Medhi Dibaj, Iranian Martyr 


William H. Somers Jr. 
6195 St. Rt. 95 

Mt. Gilead, OH 43338 
1-419-768-2587 


Email: wsomers@etpv.org 


Bill Somers: taken in 1993 Bill Somers in 2002 Bill and Family 


My Biography 


My Resume 
My Testimony 


My Call to Arabia: Operation Desert Harvest 


Back to: HOMEPAGE 
End Time Prophetic Vision 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


My Testimony 
by Bill Somers 


I was born in 45 in Wyandotte Michigan, and spent my first 39 years in that area, except for 4 years service in the 
Navy. 


I had a roman catholic upbringing with 8 years of religious training in a catholic parochial school. 

Once the priest told me in confession that my problem was that I did not believe what the Church taught me. Well he 
was right, what they taught was not real to me or believable. 

When I walked away from that Church, I prayed that if God was real, he would lead me back. 

In my high school years, I was agnostic and even atheistic. Very anti religious. I had an early interest in Science 
Fiction and later in fantasy. 


My family even though Catholic was involved with occultism. Mother read tea leaves, and all the books by T. 
Lobsang Rampa and some by Edgar Cayce. Dad was alcoholic and so was I. 


My college studies led me to logical empiricism and skepticism. A total rejection of any world beyond the 5 senses. 
Cool rationalism was the word. This was in 1965, just as the wave of eastern religion hit the USA. Drugs were 
popular, though my experience with them was nil. I started to look at Zen Buddhism, Yoga, Mystic Philosophy, 
reincarnation, parapsychology and ESP, and other new age things. I read Edgar Cayce, Arthur Ford, Jeanne Dixon, 
Daniel Logan, Ruth Montgomery, and others. 


Along came the Jesus movement in the 70's. I heard the Gospel at that time but did not accept it. I had some bad 
experiences with denominational Baptists and Nazarene's. But I became exposed to Hal Lindsey, Salem Kirban and 
others at that time. Later I became aware of the Charismatic movement, and read several books from that group; 
even attending a John Giminez FGBM meeting in the mid 70's. I learned enough about the Gospel to know that It 
required a personal commitment that I wasn't ready [willing] to make. 


At this point I left any interest in Christianity behind but maintained an interest in occultism and the New Age 
Movement. [Having rejected the truth, I then believed the lie. ] 


About this time I began a heavy 10 year involvement in the Wargaming Hobby. This at first meant an interest in 
military simulation games but also led into fantasy and science fiction games with their heavy involvement with 
occultic elements. During this time I met and actually had business dealings with both original authors of Dungeons 
and Dragons. 


I met my wife in '75 and got married in 77. She also had a heavy interest in occult topics, even consulting psychics, 
etc. 


I left the wargaming hobby in 83 and we left Michigan in 84 to move to the New Orleans area. Shortly after coming 
to Louisiana, my wife Mary needed a serious operation to remove a brain tumor. It was the aftereffects of this that 
led to our getting saved in May of 85. [That's another story. ] 


At the time I left wargaming, I thought to turn my time and energy to a more serious pursuit of the New Age 
Movement. However, thanks be to God, several influences led me to reject involvement in the New Age. I would 
like to briefly list them here. 
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A. Inconsistency 

Certain aspects of the New Age movement are highly intellectual, this appealed greatly to me, a former major in 
philosophy, But other elements such as astrology and tarot were grossly stupid. They seemed to require one to 
completely lay aside his mental faculties and accept whatever information was offered. That this usually contradicted 
teachings in other branches of the New Age was never mentioned nor was it even noticed apparently. This seemed 
to be a taboo topic. 


B. Dishonesty. 

Some really good New Age writers, Robert Anton Wilson comes to mind, made a point of being eclectic. That is 
drawing upon the widest possible range of sources and extracting whatever human wisdom was to be found. This 
was with the notable exception of Christianity which was rarely considered even a possible source of truth or 
wisdom. 


Those who wrote about Edgar Cayce were a rare exception, since they often included some elements of Christian 
teaching in their works. These though perverted contained enough convincing elements to lead me to regard the bible 
as authentic. One of these books even influenced my to call upon God in such a fashion that I actually received a 
touch of His Presence while in a lost condition. 


C. Warnings 

Many times over these years I encountered warnings against occult involvement. Once I was presented a religious 
paper teaching that astrology was satanically inspired. A few New Age or occult writers surprisingly warn against 
careless experimentation in meditation leading to contact with evil influences or spirits. Most however downplay this 
or don't mention it at all. Nowadays the most careless forms of channeling are widely encouraged. 


The psychic medium and writer Daniel Logan devoted an entire book to warning against satanism, witchcraft and 
demonic powers. 


Ed Warren wrote in his book "The Demonologist" about many real cases of demon possession and warned about 
occult practices that could lead to it. 


The greatest help of all came through a book titled "Hidden Dangers of the Rainbow" by Constance Cumby. This 
book really opened my eyes to the real nature of the New Age as a vehicle for Satan. Someday I plan to thank 
Constance personally. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
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Nebuchadnezzar: A type of Christ 
by Bill Somers 


Mark 4 10 And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable. .... 
13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 


Nebuchadnezzar: A type of Christ? But Nebuchadnezzar was a wicked character! Perhaps so, but God blessed him, 
saved him and gave him the honor of narrating an entire chapter of the Book of Daniel. See Daniel 4. 
But wicked character or no, He is used as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ and his history forms a parable for us today. 


The Story of Nebuchadnezzar in the Bible is a Parable. 


The key events are: 

God's role for Nebuchadnezzar, He is given dominion over all the world. [Jeremiah 27; Ezra 1; etc.;see below.] 
Nebuchadnezzar 's conquest of Tyre 

Nebuchadnezzar 's rulership and destruction of Jerusalem and 

Nebuchadnezzar 's conquest of Egypt. 


In this parable the characters or elements are: 

Nebuchadnezzar is a type of Jesus Christ, 

The land of Judah and the City of Jerusalem are the Church. 

The king of Tyrus is Satan, [Ezekiel 28; see below] 

Pharaoh king of Egypt is also Satan. 

The Lord is the Father God. 

Egypt is the world. [The only new type here is Nebuchadnezzar _[ 


What the parable illustrates is the role Jesus plays in the Fathers plan. 
Nebuchadnezzar first conquered Tyre, then Jerusalem, and finally Egypt. 


Jesus first defeated Satan at Calvary. Now He is about to take over [conquer] the Church. Then He will judge and take 
over the world. 


As Nebuchadnezzar was given the land of Egypt by the Lord, for his service in defeating the king of Tyrus, so the Father 
has given Jesus all authority and power under heaven for his defeat of Satan at Calvary. [Ezekiel 29, see below.] 


And part of the judgment that Nebuchadnezzar carries out against Egypt is to destroy the houses of their gods. This 
alludes to the judgments the Lord made against Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt in Exodus. And it is a prophetic 
foreshadowing of the Second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, when He will carry out vengeance against Satan's 
kingdoms [the houses of their gods] in the heavenly places. [Jeremiah 43; see below] 


Then He will set up his throne in Pharaoh's house, and spread his royal pavilion there. 


...And he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his garment; and he shall go forth from 
thence in peace Jer.. 43:12. Which is to say, Jesus will set up his kingdom on this earth, and assume control of the 
world and bring peace! 


But First, Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and burnt the temple. And afterward He conquered Egypt. [Jeremiah 25; 
see below] 
Which is to say: Judgment must begin at the house of God, and then judgment will come upon the world. 


The main lesson for the church today: 
Nebuchadnezzar as a type of the Lord Jesus brings judgment on Jerusalem. This is the coming judgment on the Church. 
Organized Christianity as we know it will be devastated, like Jerusalem was. The survivors are counseled by the prophet 
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Jeremiah to remain in the Land of Judah [praise] to dwell safely. If they go down into Egypt, they are in danger. [Jeremiah 
42: see below.] 

Likewise Christian who come through this judgment must stay in an attitude of Praise and Worship [service] to 
God, in order to be safe during the judgments coming on the world. If they loose heart and fall back into 
following the ways of the world [Egypt] they will be judged with the world. 


The Judgment on the Church 

The situation in Jerusalem when it was destroyed was that they were already under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar. The 
Kingdom of Judah was supposedly submitted to the Babylonian empire. Their King was a man He had set up and placed 
on their throne. He [Zedekiah] rebelled and brought down destruction upon the nation. 


Our churches are supposedly submitted to the Lordship of Jesus. Our leaders are men he has raised up. Yet for our 
disobedience He [Jesus] must come as Judge. He will assume His authority and set up His throne in His temple, the 
Church. As Judgment begins at the House of God, so will the Kingdom of God begin in this revival. 


This judgment is quite comparable to the destruction of Jerusalem. In Rick Joyner's article, Civil War in the Church, he 
speaks of it in terms of what will "look like a total meltdown of Christianity." 


Isaiah speaks of a time when " When the enemy shall come in like a flood, .... Isa. 59:19 
In another place Isaiah writes: 


Isa. . 33:14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 

15 He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that 
shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his 
eyes from seeing evil; 


Paul speaks of the day of fire, (How often we pray, Lord send down the Fire!) 


1 Cor.. 3;13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 


Malachi mentions refiners fire when considering that day. 


Mal 3:2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for 
he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 


Luke mentions the fire in connection with purging. 


Lu. 3:17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his 
garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable. 


Hebrews speaks of judgment, shaking and fire, a consuming fire. 


He 12:26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not 
the earth only, but also heaven. 

27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that 
are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 

28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 

29 For our God is a consuming fire. 


References: 


[Note that some of these references refer directly to Jesus, some to Cyrus King of Persia and some to Nebuchadnezzar 
King of Babylon. The common element is that God speaks of each of them as 'my servant' or 'my anointed’. And as you 
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might guess, Cyrus is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ just as Nebuchadnezzar is.] 


Jeremiah. 27: 
6 And now have | given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts 
of the field have | given him also to serve him. 


Ezra 1: 
2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 


Isaiah. 42: 
1 Behold my servant, whom | uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; | have put my spirit upon him: he shall 
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 


Isaiah 44: 

1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have holden, to subdue nations before him; and | will 
loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 

2 | will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: | will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder 
the bars of iron: 

3 And | will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the 
LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 

28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be 
built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 


Jeremiah 25: 

9 Behold, | will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my 
servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round 
about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. 

15 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, 
to whom | send thee, to drink it. 

17 Then took | the cup at the LORD'S hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the LORD had sent me: 

18 To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a desolation, 
an astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as it is this day; 

19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his people; 


Ezekiel 28 


12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest 
up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 

13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the 
diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of 
thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 

14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou 
hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 

15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 


Ezekiel 29 


18 Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon caused his army to serve a great service against Tyrus: every head was 
made bald, and every shoulder was peeled: yet had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that he had 
served against it: 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he 
shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, and take her prey; and it shall be the wages for his army. 

20 | have given him the land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he served against it, because they wrought for me, saith 
the Lord GOD. 

21 In that day will | cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth, and | will give thee the opening of the mouth in the 
midst of them; and they shall know that | am the LORD. 


Jeremiah 43 


8 Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 
9 Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them in the clay in the brickkiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh's house in 
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Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Judah; 

10 And say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the 
king of Babylon, my servant, and will set his throne upon these stones that | have hid; and he shall spread his royal 
pavilion over them. 

11 And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to death; and such as are for 
captivity to captivity; and such as are for the sword to the sword. 

12 And | will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and he shall burn them, and carry them away captives: and 
he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his garment; and he shall go forth from thence in 
peace. 

13 He shall break also the images of Bethshemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the 
Egyptians shall he burn with fire. 


Jeremiah 42 


9 And said unto them, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto whom ye sent me to present your supplication 
before him; 

10 If ye will still abide in this land, then will | build you, and not pull you down, and | will plant you, and not pluck you up: 
for | repent me of the evil that | have done unto you. 

11 Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, saith the LORD: for | am with you to 
save you, and to deliver you from his hand. 

12 And | will shew mercies unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, and cause you to return to your own land. 

13 But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of the LORD your God, 

14 Saying, No; but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor 
have hunger of bread; and there will we dwell: 

15 And now therefore hear the word of the LORD, ye remnant of Judah; Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to sojourn there; 

16 Then it shall come to pass, that the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the 
famine, whereof ye were afraid, shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there ye shall die. 

17 So shall it be with all the men that set their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there; they shall die by the sword, by the 
famine, and by the pestilence: and none of them shall remain or escape from the evil that | will bring upon them. 

18 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As mine anger and my fury hath been poured forth upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; so shall my fury be poured forth upon you, when ye shall enter into Egypt: and ye shall be an 
execration, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach; and ye shall see this place no more. 
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Numerics of the Church 
by Bill Somers 


Quoting from Theomatics, 1st edition 
by Del Washburn, Page 235 


Recently a correspondent asked me about the meaning of the number 777. We know that 666 is the 
number of the beast, and 888 is the number of Jesus, so what is 777. | recalled reading an answer to 
this question in Del Washburn's great book, Theomatics. 


This extract comes in the midst of a chapter devoted to the meaning of 144, the number of the 
redeemed. 


One of the most significant terms in relation to all of the redeemed is the word Church. . The 
Greek word for Church means "an assembly, or gathering of believers." 


In going through the New Testament, we found very few features in reference to the Church 
that worked out to multiples of 144. This puzzled us at first, but then we discovered the 
reason why. Everything to do with the Church was structured on the number seven, which 
bespeaks perfection. 


The Church in Mt. 16:18 =700. 


The real significance of this, however, was discovered in the book of Revelation. The entire 
message of the Apocalypse is structured around John writing to the seven Churches in 
Asia. The reason there were seven churches is that the Church has been made perfect 
through the blood of Christ. 


Seven churches in Asia in Rev. 1:4 =777 


The Church of God is also portrayed throughout scripture as the tabernacle, or building, of 
God. Here now are three features that tie together perfectly. 


Church of God in 1 Tim. 3:15 =777 
Tabernacle of God in Rev. 21:3 = 777 
Building of God in 1 Cor. 3:9 =777 


Probably the one verse in the Bible that best portrays the perfection of the Church is found 
in Ephesians 5:27. We have already seen how this passage was a multiple of 144. Let us 
now examine it again. 


Church not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that it may be holy and unblemished 
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=7/77 


That is all Del had to say about 777 at that time. But | was extremely impressed, especially by the last 
feature he mentions. 


My correspondent had asked me 4 questions about the number 777, as | was answering the 4th 
question, | felt the answer was inspired so | am sharing it with you here. 


The Four Questions about the number 777: 
a. What does it mean? 


777 stands for the church in perfection. 
b. How is it connected to biblical prophecy? 
| take it to be a prophecy that the church will in fact come to perfection. 


c. Is there any written documentation to what it means and if so where can | find it? the bible does not 
mention it anywhere that | can tell. 


| refer you to Del Washburn's book. You can check on the World Wide Web at www.theomatics.com 


d. Is there any documentation that this number will be assign to person to indicate or bare witness that 
biblical prophecy is going to come true. 


No. This number is the number of the church in perfection. Therefore when the church does come to 
perfection that will be a sign that the rest of biblical prophecy is going to come true. 
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Why the Soviet Union Thinks it Could Fight and Win a Nuclear War 


by Richard Pipes 
Baird Professor of History, Harvard University 
Reprinted from Commentary, 1977 


A Summary of the Argument by Bill Somers 


American and Soviet nuclear doctrines are diametrically opposed. They are products of totally different historical 
experiences and political and socioeconomic systems. The apparent contradictions in Soviet nuclear doctrine and the 
dangers of U. S. unilateral adherence to a strategy of mutual deterrence are best understood when put in historical 
perspective. 


The American view of war has been conditioned by the ideas characteristic of a Western commercial society. 
Underlying it is the notion that human conflict results from misunderstandings that can be resolved by negotiation. 
Marxism, on the other hand, holds conflict to be normal (and military forces as a political tool and a part of grand 
strategy. Americans generally regard war as an abnormal situation and want to end it rapidly through technological 
superiority and with the least possible loss of friendly (but not necessarily enemy) lives. Large peacetime forces are 
an unwelcome expense. 


These contrary views of war were affected differently by the coming of nuclear weapons. In the U. S., atomic and 
thermonuclear bombs were considered "absolute" weapons, capable of destroying a society or even a civilization, 
and against which there was no defense. Thus, Clausewitz's dictum that war is an extension of politics was 
considered dead. Since nuclear war could serve no rational political purpose, the function of strategic forces should 
be to avert war. Because of the vast destructiveness of nuclear weapons, a "sufficiency" of weapons to retaliate was 
believed to be enough. Numerical superiority was thought to have little meaning. To ensure a stable balance, in 
which conflicts could be resolved by negotiation, the USSR should even have the ability to do unacceptable second- 
strike damage to the U. S. This concept of mutual deterrence, or mutual assured destruction, became U. S. policy 
and as nuclear delivery capabilities improved, remained the foundation of a somewhat more flexible policy. 


These U. S. strategic theories were developed largely by civilian scientists and "accountants," with little contribution 
from military professionals. The theorists were guided significantly by fiscal imperatives -- the desire to reduce the 
defense budget while retaining a capacity to deter Soviet threats to U. S. interests. The theories were formulated 
without reference to their Soviet counterparts, and in the belief that we can "educate" the Soviets to adopt our views. 


In the USSR, where strategy is considered a science and the special province of the military, nuclear weapons were 
not held to be "absolute," except perhaps briefly after Stalin's death. The idea of mutual deterrence was never 
accepted. Soviet theorists rejected the idea that technology determines strategy. They adapted nuclear weapons to 
their traditional Clausewitzian view of war as an extension of politics. 


The Communist revolution eliminated that segment of Russian society that was most Westernized, and put the 
peasant class in power. History had taught the Russian peasant that cunning and coercion assured survival; cunning 
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when weak; cunning and coercion when strong. "Not to use force when one had it indicated some inner weakness." 
That concept of the use of power and the fact that, since 1914, the USSR has lost up to 60,000,000 citizens 
through war, famine, and purges and survived has no doubt conditioned the development of Soviet nuclear 
strategy. Soviet nuclear doctrine, expounded in a wide range of Russian defense literature, has five related 
elements: 


e Preemption (first strike). 

e Quantitative superiority (a requisite for preemption and because the war may last for some time, even though 
the initial hours are decisive). 

e Counterforce targeting. 

e Combined-arms operations to supplement nuclear strikes. 

e Defense, which has been almost totally neglected by the U. S. under its concept of mutual deterrence. 


Soviet Doctrine is both a continuation and an extension of the Soviet belief that all military forces -- nuclear and 
conventional -- serve a political purpose as guarantor of internal control and an instrument for territorial expansion. 
Thus, large military forces are accepted in the Soviet Union as a rational capital investment, regardless of their 
impact on social programs. 


Soviet writing on nuclear strategy has been largely ignored, or has been ridiculed in this country because if its 
jingoism and crudity, and the obscurity of Communist semantics. It is a strategy of "compellance," in contrast to the 
U. S. doctrine of deterrence. 


But"... the relationship of Soviet doctrine and Soviet deployments (is) sufficiently close to suggest that ignoring or 
not taking seriously Soviet military doctrine may have very detrimental effects on U. S. security." 


Finally, "... as long as the Soviets persist in adhering to the Clausewitzian maxim on the function of war, mutual 
deterrence does not really exist. And unilateral deterrence is feasible only if we understand the Soviet war-winning 
strategy and make it impossible for them to succeed." 
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O America 
Mary Lee Somers 


A Song, also available in midi format and Rhapsody Format 
O America: MIDI O America: Rhapsody 


O AMERICA, O AMERICA 

O AMERICA, LAND OF DREAMS 

O AMERICA, O AMERICA 

LAND WHERE FREEDOM REIGNS SUPREME 
TREASURED BY THOSE SUFFERING 
UNDER TYRANNY 

VISION OF THOSE LONGING TO BE FREE 


O AMERICA, O AMERICA 

BASED ON PRECEPTS OF THE LIVING GOD 

O AMERICA, O AMERICA 

PORT TO OPPRESSED AND THOSE DOWNTROD 
AMERICA, YOU HAVE LOST YOUR GOAL 
RICHES AND PRIDE NOW RULE YOUR SOUL 


O AMERICA, O AMERICA 

O AMERICA, HEAR OUR CRY 

O AMERICA, O AMERICA 

LIFT YOUR VOICE TO GOD ON HIGH 

ALAS, DEAR LAND, THE DIE HAS BEEN CAST 
YOUR DESTRUCTION NOW MUST COME TO PASS 


O AMERICA, O AMERICA 

O AMERICA, YOUR END IS NEAR 

O AMERICA, O AMERICA 

PUT ON SACKCLOTH; REPENT IN TEARS 
THERE’S NO LONGER AMNESTY FOR THE LAND 
SAFETY CAN BE FOUND ONLY IN GOD’S HAND 


O AMERICA, O AMERICA 
O AMERICA, GET ON YOUR KNEES 
O AMERICA, O AMERICA 
O AMERICA, GET ON YOUR KNEES 
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Operation Desert Harvest 
by Bill Somers 


The Burden 


The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim. 
The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with their 
bread him that fled. For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and 
from the grievousness of war. For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the 
years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail: And the residue of the number of archers, the 
mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the LORD God of Israel hath spoken it. 
(Isaiah 21:13-17) 


The above scripture came to me more than once in the past year as a theme scripture for Operation Desert Harvest. 
What is Operation Desert Harvest? It's what I call the coming great harvest in Muslim lands. Yes the Lord intends to 
reap a great harvest from Muslim and Arabic nations. Operation Desert Harvest is named after Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm. How do I know there will be an Operation Desert Harvest? What has it got to do with Desert 
Storm? And what has it got to do with me? Well I'm Glad you asked!! 


The Lord began by showing me the need for the Gospel among Islamic peoples. Then he graced me with an urgency 
and ability to intercede in this area. This is what we call a burden. Then he gradually revealed a vision of Islamic 
countries being reached with the gospel. A Desert Harvest. Then, astonishingly, he invited me to be a part of it. The 
Burden, The Vision and The Call. This is how I came to be called to Arabia. First, several influences led to a burden 
for Muslims. 


I came to the Lord in 1985 in a Full Gospel Church. Reserve Christian Church in Reserve LA, has a long record of 
missions involvement. My spiritual outlook soon included a concern for world missions. It was intensified by the 
power of a dramatic musical, 'The Spirit and the Bride say Go!' There the Church, the Bride of Christ, was 
personified as the 'going bride’ and the 'sending bride’. That is, those who go on the mission field and those who 
send them. The home church is the sending bride providing finances and most importantly prayer support. My 
personal situation, a heavy load of debt, would keep me from going out of course but I committed to be a diligent 
prayer and financial supporter. 


The Islamic emphasis began with a 'borrowed' copy of Mission Frontiers. April-May 1989 Vol. 11 nrs. 4-5. I still 
have it and it still has the address label saying "Ed Pousson - Gulf States. Mission Agency." 


In that issue, the US Center for World Missions announced their 1990 Unreached Peoples Poster. At the bargain 
price for quantity purchases I ended up getting a half dozen of them, mostly to give away. This poster is a real eye- 
opener. The people groups of the world are represented in a pie chart. The angle of the arc for each slice of pie is 
proportional to the group's share of the total world population. Their are 9 groupings. Within each group areas are 
shaded representing what portion of the people in the group fall into one of four categories. White = Great 
Commission Christians, Yellow = Other Christians, Gray = Non-Christians within reach, and Black = Non 
Christians still unreached. 


It's both awesome and shocking to note the darkness in the Muslim region graphically portrayed. The area devoted 
to Muslims has only the tiniest speck of white, a dab of gray and the rest black. Nearly a Billion people in darkness! 
Of all the groups represented, Muslims had the least penetration by the Gospel. 


I took out a subscription to Mission Frontiers to get my own copy. The 1989 issue of Mission Frontiers (Vol 11 
Nrs 11-12), highlighted Muslim Missions. The issue included a book review of 'The Cross and the Crescent' by Phil 
Parshall and an in depth article by Tom Trueman titled "Fresh Thinking on Muslim Missions" He quotes World 
Christian magazine: "Historically, Islam has been Christianity's greatest challenge." and goes on to discuss problems 
with missionaries approach to Muslims. Here is part of an excerpt from a memo from a mission agency to Muslims 
which he also quotes in the article. 


"The Challenge of the Muslim World" 


As we move into the 1990's we rejoice that the Church of Jesus Christ has made significant inroads among: 
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* many Marxist peoples; 

* major towns and cities of India; 

* the Chinese; 

* Latin America; 

* Sub-Saharan non-Muslim Africa; 

* all of Europe - even Eastern Europe...; 


Therefore, the great remaining challenge in completing the Great Commission is indisputably the Muslim 
World...." 


The great remaining challenge in COMPLETING THE GREAT COMMISSION is the Muslim world. It was 
becoming more apparent to me all the time. 


My burden continued to be stirred up with the announcement by Gulf States Missions Agency, whose offices were 
housed at Reserve Christian, that it was time to cultivate Muslim awareness. Dr. Robert Douglas came to Reserve 
on Feb 11 1990 to speak on Islamic Missions in a talk titled "The Desert Shall Bloom (Isa. 35:1-7)." Douglas is or 
was the head of the Zwemer Institute, an agency, headquartered at the US Center for World Missions, dedicated to 
Islamic Missions. (It is named after Samuel Zwemer, an American of Dutch extraction who served in the earlier part 
of this century. He is known as the Apostle to Islam.) 


Douglas spoke on Missions as finding out what God is doing in the world and then cooperating with him. He talked 
of the challenge that Islam presents to Christianity and the tremendous lack of missionaries actually working with 
Muslims. 


I soon found myself praying with special intensity for the Islamic people when we held our missions prayer sessions. 
Late in the summer of 1990 around the time Iraq invaded Kuwait, I began to get the Vision. 


Operation Desert Harvest: The Vision. 


"And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, Believe in the LORD your 
God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper." 2 Chron. 20:20 


To "Believe His Prophets" is extremely important. We live today in an age when God's is using prophets again to 
reveal his plans. The following excerpts and quotations are from the prophets that God used to birth an excitement in 
my spirit; a vision for a great harvest among Muslims. The first article quoted presents an astonishing prophecy of the 
fall of Islam. The others all provide confirmation in one way or other. 


This first item is an excerpt from an article by Steve Lightle that appeared in Christ for The Nations mid 1990. "A 
Prophetic Bell is Ringing". 


"In May of this year [1990], I entered the city of Bosra, Iraq. I was there with what we call a Holy Ghost 
Commando Team. I arrived on the 28th of May. On that day, a special summit conference of the Arab 
nations was held in Baghdad. The subject was how to stop Soviet Jews from going to Israel. It was called 
one week before we made the trip which we had planned three years earlier. Nothing came of the Arab 
Summit Conference. And I know why: because we had a twenty-four hour prayer chain going... 


In 1985, the Lord brought Daniel Chapter Nine alive to me. As I read about the Babylonian captivity being 
only seventy years long, I began to think about how long Communism had been ruling, bringing 70% of the 
population of the whole world under its dominion. 


The Bible says in the 19th chapter of Revelation that the ruling spirit in the last days is going to be the spirit 
of Babylon. I asked the Lord, "When are You going to deal with Communism?" The Lord said, "I am ready 
to deal with it. Go." Daniel read the prophecies of Jeremiah in the 68th year of captivity, for two years he 
prayed specifically about what he read there. He battled the principalities and the powers; God sent the 
archangels to help him as he pressed through to get things done. 


Like Daniel, for two years we prayed and listened to the Lord. Lenin signed the Constitution of the Soviet 
Union on the 17th of October, 1917. On the 17th of October, 1987, exactly 70 years later, twelve of us were 
in the city of Moscow. As midnight passed, we were exactly in the spot where Lenin signed the Constitution. 
We made a circle, and in obedience to the Lord in prayer, we cancelled the Soviet Union's Constitution in 
the Name of the Lord and agreed He would make a new one. 
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Eleven months later, November of 1988, Mr. Gorbachev called the Supreme Soviets together and they 
changed 52 points of the Constitution of the Soviet Union. In January 1989, over a hundred points were 
changed, and in April of this year the part of the Constitution of the Soviet Union was struck out which had 
said there could be only one party, the Communist Party. The death blow came by prayer, "Without a vision, 
the people perish..." (Prov. 29:18). 


One the way to Moscow in 1987, the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart: "Your next strike will be in Babylon..." 
On the airplane I was handed a newspaper; on the inside of the front page there was an article about Sadam 
Hussein of Iraq rebuilding the city of Babylon. And then the Holy Spirit spoke and said, "This step of going 
to Babylon will be the first one before you go to stand on the black rock in Mecca to preach the Gospel. Iam 
going to break the back of Islam quicker than I broke the back of Communism." There are almost a billion 
Muslims in the world today and the Lord loves them and doesn't want them to perish. He is looking for those 
who really understand so that they will cooperate with Him - first in prayer and then to do his will. 


We have the same God Daniel had. He is looking for those to whom He can give vision so they can 
participate with Him. "Where there is no prophecy the people cast off restraint..." (RSV) "...where there is 
no vision, the people perish... (Prov. 29:18 KJV). When people have not received that which the Lord wants 
to do, then all the restraint comes off and they just go do what is right in their own eyes, and the purposes of 
God are not accomplished. 


God has chosen to do absolutely nothing except what He energizes by the Holy Spirit through prayer 
through the body of Christ. Through His servants, He is going to change the course of history!" 


Those words: "J am going to break the back of Islam quicker than I broke the back of Communism." rang a 
bell in my spirit. They still do every time I reread them. When an awesome and exciting prophecy like this comes 
along, it may or may not stir your spirit. But it needs to "go on the shelf". It must wait judging by those in spiritual 
authority. And it must wait for other words of confirmation. 


In the fall 1990 Desert Shield progressed into a massive troop buildup. Our missions pastor, GSMA director 
Brother Dick, confided to me that according to his contacts, nobody in the body of Christ had gotten a clear word 
from the Lord on the Mid East situation. (I felt the Lord was waiting to see if we would pray, so I prayed.) 


Word was not long in coming. And it was a word that confirmed Steve Lightle's prophecy! Late in 1990 as the 
Allied forces were preparing to go to war against Iraq, it appeared in a journal put out by Francis Frangipane. In 
'The Spirit of God's Kingdom’, an article titled "Middle East Prayer Watch" by Reuven Doron contained this word. 


"As the Drama Unfolds in the Middle-East, we feel strongly the need to alert and inform the intercessors of 
our discernment. The aggressive amassing of armies in the region are but a reflection of the intensifying 
spiritual conflict in the heavenlies. 


Isaiah 24 and Hebrews 12 both tell us that, in these last days, all the world systems shall be shaken and 
removed. The voice of the Lord is already thundering in the heavenlies as we see communism shaken and 
falling to the earth, liberating millions from bondage. Next is Islam. 


As a demonic principality and a world religion, Islam controls one-fifth of the global population and is 
fanatically anti-christ. Islam's stated goal is world domination by means of territorial conquest and the utter 
submission of all souls to the "Great Allah," a demon prince! This violent religion is woven together with 
unrestrained nationalistic fervor to unite the Arab world into one nation. These very days it looms over the 
Middle East more lethal than ever. Yet, God's purpose is to dismantle this principality and it's deceptions and 
bring a great harvest from the Arab Nations! Therefore, we are called to pray and war against this 
principality. The Lord's admonition is: "The greater the victory and gains in the heavenly battleground, the 
less blood will be shed on the earthly battleground!"" 


He also compares, as many others do, the Fall of Communism to the coming fall (or anticipated coming fall) of 
Islam. In the Spirit of God's Kingdom Vol 5 nr 1. Jan 1991 Reuven Doron wrote on this topic once again in a 
section titled: Middle East Prayer Alert 


"By the time these words reach you, the war will be nearly three weeks old and probably much uglier than it is 
today. As we have exhorted earlier, our primary burden still is: "The greater the victory the church gains in the 
heavenly battlefields, the less blood will be shed in the earthly ones." 
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"The spiritual battle over the Middle East is to serve the Lord's purpose, which is to dismantle the stronghold of 
Islam, the principality over Babylon, as well as to topple the religious bondage over the region. By the time the war 
is over the whole Middle East, we believe, will be opened to the gospel as never before! God will bring a great 
harvest of souls out of the Arab World!" 


So Reuven Doron gave us the second prophecy of the Fall of Islam. The third was not long in coming. 


A powerful resurgence of united prayer began in our local church about one month before the fighting began. Shortly 
after the beginning of the War, I recall a particular prayer meeting at which one of the intercessors mentioned that 
they had received word to bind the "Prince of Persia". We followed that word at many of our meetings, not stopping 
to consider that Persia (Iran) was, strictly speaking, not even involved in the war. Of course we also bound the 
principality of Islam in prayer during those meetings as well. This made the next confirmation of prophecy even more 
exciting. 


In The Morning Star Prophetic Journal Vol. 1 nr. 1, Rick Joyner had the next prophecy. In an article titled "1991 
and Beyond" he wrote: 


"Several Western Nations previously considered "Christian" will have their status changed to "heathen." 
To the astonishment of the church, several other Western Christian nations will have their status changed to 
"Islamic." Islam will replace communism as the greatest threat to the West. Islam's potential for destroying 
the West will soon be greater than the nuclear arsenals of the Soviets. There are many Islamic extremists 
who are simply full of hate or jealousy over the power of the West. But most who consider the West Satanic 
do so because Westerners claim to trust in God and yet fill the world with pornography, immorality, 
homosexuality and a profound lack of regard for truth and honor. Just as the Lord used the heathen 
neighbors of Israel to discipline her for apostasy and idolatry, He is allowing the rise in Islam to discipline 
the nations and awaken the church. The hoards from the East will not hurt the "wine and the oil", those 
who have the true Spirit and the true anointing. Their own Koran commands them to respect true Christians 
and they are respectful of those who are true to their religions. But they abhor hypocrites because the Lord 
will use them to discipline hypocrites. The only way the rise in Islam can be slowed is by Christians becoming 
true to their faith. 


The spirit of Islam is the biblical "Prince of Persia". The power of this spirit cannot be broken until the 
church, like the prophet Daniel begins to humble herself and pray for the purpose of God in restoring His 
Holy city Jerusalem." 


He identifies Islam with the Prince of Persia! And like Steve Lightle he gives us the example of the prophet Daniel. 


Rick Joyner's next article on the subject was titled: "The Spiritual Meaning of the Persian Gulf War". This appeared 
in the Morning Star Prophetic Bulletin February 15, 1991. He wrote the following. 


"Significant events which take place in the natural often reflect what is happening in the spiritual realm...." 


"The Persian Gulf War is a parallel of what is about to happen in the spirit. The Persian Gulf War is a 
righteous war, it is one that we had to fight. If we did not fight it now it would have been far more costly 
later. Even so, we should not be as concerned about the war that is going on in the natural as the one that is 
going on in the spirit of which this natural war is only a reflection. 


This particular war is against the Biblical "Prince of Persia" whose contemporary name is "Allah." This is 
the same principality that resisted the prophet Daniel. Its primary strategy is the subjection and then 
destruction of all who call upon the true God, just as we see is its schemes to destroy Daniel when he prayed 
to the Lord. This is not the only battle that the church is in but it is the major one that is raging at this time. 


Our warfare is for the destruction of strongholds so that the people can be saved. It is time to pray for the 
destruction of the stronghold of Islam and the salvation of the Arab people. Before we can effectively launch 
a spiritual offensive against this stronghold, its grip on us must be removed. Strongholds are deceptions, or 
misconceptions. A part of the strategy of the stronghold of Islam has been to erect misconceptions about 
Arabs in the minds of Christians as well as the reverse. Presently this stronghold has a grip on Christians 
through fear, intimidation and misunderstanding. We must respond to the fears and intimidation with 
courage and boldness and cast off the misunderstandings we have about the Arab people. We tend to 
perceive them in the light of the more extreme elements in their religion, just as they tend to perceive 
Christians by the extremists in our midst (who have historically been just as cruel, intolerant and even 
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murderous as any Moslem fundamentalists have.) Generally, Moslems are kind, generous, hospitable and 
have the highest standards of honor and integrity. Our offensive against the stronghold of Islam is not an 
attack upon the Arab people. We are commanded to "honor all men" (I Peter 2:17). We must honor the 
Arabs for that which is honorable, respect them for that which is worthy of respect and above all, love them 
because God loves them and gave His Son for them." 


Let me emphasize one of the things Bro. Joyner said. "The Persian Gulf war is a parallel of what is about to happen 
in the spirit." Considering the course and dramatic finish of the Persian Gulf war, what might we conclude happened 
in the heavenlies? Is it out of line to figure that God has accomplished his purpose in the spiritual realm. Is the 
stronghold of Islam now broken? Are the spoils ready for the taking? Are there captives ready to be set free? Is the 
Lord of the Harvest about to thrust forth laborers into the whitened fields of the Middle East? 


Bro. Rick Joyner, in his book "The Harvest", had earlier given some long term prophecies regarding the Harvest in 
Islamic countries. These also clearly indicate a powerful move of God coming in the middle east. 


From The Harvest page 103-104 by Rick Joyner. "As the harvest begins to affect Islamic countries some will 
vehemently resist it, but in general the harvest will reap many from among Islam. Egypt will be almost entirely won to 
the Lord; her devotion and willingness to sacrifice for His purposes will be so great she will actually be called "the 
altar of the Lord." Great apostles and prophets will come out of Islamic countries. These will rejoice greatly in the 
truth that sets them free, preaching the gospel with a commitment and abandon which will inspire the entire body of 
Christ." 


from page 110 "As a legacy to Anwar Sadat, who ...recognized Israel against great opposition, the entire 
nation of Egypt will call on the name of Jesus and water the deserts of the earth with the gospel." 


I received yet another confirmation came in the form of a second hand report from Rev. Dennis Blackwell, a pastor 
from Grand Isle, LA. 


He related to me a word of Prophecy that came out in a Benny Hinn meeting, It is roughly as follows: "The 
Christians in America should not be praying against the war or to stop the war. God intends to use this war to break 
the back of Islam." (My first reaction to this was 'I knew that!" only later did I see that it was another confirmation. 


Still another word came to us in the following manner. 


Bro. Loren Cunningham of Youth with a Mission had visited Kuwait a few years before the war and given an 
interesting prophecy to a Church meeting there. This was related to us at Reserve Church by a brother from Kuwait 
who met with a group of us during the conflict. 


Here is a paraphrase of that prophecy: 


'The Gulf Area will undergo severe financial and military pressure. This will be in order to re arrange all the systems 
and to prepare the land and people for the Gospel. Kuwait will be a starting point as an entrance for all this area, 
and a base to reach all the countries in the Gulf area.' 


Our brother from Kuwait, whom we will refer to as 'Abdul Rahman' since he wishes to remain anonymous, also 
mentioned the openness and cosmopolitan aspects of Kuwait. There are workers there from all around the world. 
122 nations are represented there. And in marked contrast to neighboring Saudi Arabia, Christianity is openly 
practiced there. The National Evangelical Church had 27 separate congregations before the Iraqi invasion. 


A move of God beginning there could raise up and train converts to return home and reach practically every Muslim 
nation in the eastern hemisphere! 


Derek Prince writes in a similar vein regarding Islam and anticipating its fall. Here is an excerpt from "Mideast Prayer 
Strategy" by Derek Prince from April 1991, Charisma. 


The basis of the spiritual power of Islam in all the Middle East and North Africa can be summed up on one word: 
proclamation. Every mosque proclaims five times a day certain statements about their god Allah and their prophet 
Mohammed. I believe the tremendous dominating spiritual power of Islam is due to ceaseless proclamation of the 
spiritual force that Muslims want to establish. 


... the answer to proclamation is counter proclamation. We in the church have sadly failed to appreciate the power 
and the value of persistent proclamation. 
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...When you contemplate the situation in the middle east. .respond with proclamations - in prayer, in intercession, in 
singing.... 


...[slam. Pray that the present conflict in the Middle East will open the way for the apparently impregnable fortress of 
Islam to be breached. 


I have a deep concern and compassion for the Muslim people. Having lived in Muslim nations myself, I know the 
awful darkness, misery and slavery that Islam imposes on men and women. My heart's desire is that God will so 
intervene that the fortress holding them captive will be broken open and a way will be made for their release. 


Most of us would never have believed that the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe could happen so 
dramatically and quickly. This should encourage us that Islam will also yield to our prayers and our proclamations. 


Jesus said: "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But when a stronger 
than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he trusted, and divides his 
spoils" (Luke 11:21-22). We can invoke the One who is stronger than Islam - that is, Jesus - to move into that 
situation, open up the fortress, deliver the captives and enable us to take the spoil." 


In that same issue of Charisma, the cover story was on the subject of Islam. The article was titled " The Threat of a 
New Islamic Alliance" By George Otis Jr. 


The following is an excerpt from this article. 


"Despite the sobering possibilities emerging from the new Islamic revival, Christians have reason for excitement over 
what God is doing in the Muslim world. Right in the midst of so much spiritual darkness, the church is witnessing the 
power of God through the efforts of an unprecedented mobilization of missionary plans and personnel, as well as 
God's own direct intervention. The result has been a number of remarkable reports of miracles and mass 
conversions. 


The evidence is building that satanic agents are not the only supernatural forces at work in the Muslim world today. 
In fact, recent months have evidenced a dramatic rise in divine power encounters, particularly within the boundaries 
of Islam. While such events were noticeable throughout the entire decade of the 1980's from around 1987 onward 
many observers have detected a significant surge in both their frequency and scope. 


In Algeria, for example, an Arab missions leader reported that 300 Muslims were converted recently after the Holy 
Spirit sovereignly descended upon their village during a remarkable night of divinely orchestrated dreams, visions 
and angelic visitations. In subsequent months, hundreds of other Algerian Berbers have found Christ through equally 
miraculous circumstances. Similar reports of Muslims encountering the gospel through dreams have surfaced in 
Turkey, Pakistan and Thailand. 


Underground church leaders in Afghanistan have experienced Book of Acts style deliverances from radical Muslim 
tormentors and continue to win many to Christ. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, more Muslims have come to Christ 
since 1980 than in the previous 1,000 years combined. Further accounts, some of which cannot yet be disclosed, 
come from such far flung places as Soviet Central Asia, Iraq and Tunisia, further confirming that God is moving in a 
new way among Truth seeking Muslims." 


Interest and activity in Muslim Missions has picked up still more. For example the Spring issue of Mission Frontiers 
has no less than 6 articles on Muslim topics. These include discussion of the Messianic Muslims and an emphasis on 
"tentmaking" opportunities. 


Operation Desert Harvest: The Call 


"Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said 
I, Here am I; send me. (Isaiah 6:8) 


My first inkling of a call to Arabia, was upon hearing a news report, during the war, that ARAMCO (Arabian- 
American Oil Company) was sending American families back to the states to avoid the SCUD missiles. This 
prompted a realization that there were jobs for Americans available there. 


Some days later, the Lord spoke to me about getting a job over there. And that if I were willing to go, it would be 
possible for me to get out from a debt burden that was hindering me. 
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By now I already had the vision of what God was going to do in the Muslim countries. This plus the prospect of 
getting out of debt made me excited about going and being involved. 


Then the Lord placed a call upon our local Church. 


Pastor Rod Aguillard announced in a church meeting shortly after the end of the Kuwait War, that "the Holy Spirit 
challenged us to be an outreach to the Muslim world. He is encouraging me to send our best to this new field that is 
going to be ripe for harvest. We have accepted the challenge and are preparing the people for this grand offense." 


I began to study and prepare myself to work and minister in Arab lands. The Holy Spirit has clearly led me, times 
too numerous to mention. The most exciting revelation came from a study of Kuwait itself. 


One of the first things I was led to do after accepting the call to Arabia (Kuwait or any Gulf area nation) was to go 
out and get a book titled "The Rape of Kuwait" by Jean Sasoon. As I read up on the history of Kuwait, the Lord 
revealed something very interesting and exciting. 


First of all Kuwait's origins only go back to the early 1700's when nomadic tribesmen settled in the area and 
established a seaport in a natural harbor. Kuwaitis have been an outward looking people, open to the world by way 
of the sea. Their Saudi cousins tended to be closed off from the world by looking to the desert. 


In 1961 Kuwait became fully independent from Britain. From that time forward Kuwait became the most open 
society in the Gulf. The homeless Palestinians were welcome. Many Asian and third world workers found 
opportunities there. 


The peaceful days ended in 1979 with the ascension of Khomeini in Iran. The Ayatollah attempted to export his 
Islamic revolution through all the Arab world. He attempted to overthrow the Kuwaiti government among others. 
(Clearly Satan did not like the way things were run in Kuwait.) 


A respite came during the Iran-Iraq war. Kuwait backed Iraq as did other moderate Gulf states. The war ended in 
august 1988 with no clear victor. Two years later they were invaded by their "friend" Iraq. 


At this point the Lord showed me the "real" reason for the attacks upon Kuwait. First Khomeini's then Hussein's. In 
view of the prophecies mentioned earlier. A. There is a coming move of God in the Gulf. B. Kuwait will play a major 
part in it. Therefore: The attacks were an attempt by the enemy to stop the Move of God before it could begin. But, 
according to what the prophets cited above are saying, God was using the war itself as a means to "dismantle the 
Power of Islam". So what Satan meant for evil, God once again turns around for good. The enemy is fallen himself in 
the very pit he dug for another. 


The enemy used Iraq to try and stop the move of God. This was just as he used Pharaoh to try and stop God from 
delivering the Israelites by killing the babies. The plan resulted in Moses being raised up in Pharaohs own palace! 


To my mind this realization both revealed God at work in a typical fashion. And it provided further confirmation that 
He is indeed going to Move Mightily in the Middle East! 


Then I got an opportunity to study Islam in depth through Operation Desert Grace! Operation Desert Grace was a 
12 hour course of study sponsored by GSMA. Our Christian Arab brother "Abdul Rahman" led us in a detailed 
study of Muslim History and Doctrine, during the summer of 91. 


Muslims, we learned live in fear. Under a yoke of constant fear. Any Muslim who converts to Christianity is cut off 
from the community, the family and all financial inheritance. In the more radical areas he would be killed. So that 
typical Muslim evangelism involves working intensely with one candidate for 6 months or longer, gradually leading 
him to make the step of committing to Christ and breaking with everything else. So it is a very slow process. 


Islam will fall rapidly and dramatically, believe the prophets. So the Holy Spirit will clearly use faster methods. One 
obvious solution to this problem is the conversion of whole families and tribes at once! I believe the Holy Spirit will 
do this in a dramatic outpouring of his power. (Even as he has already begun to do, according to the report from 
George Otis quoted earlier.) I also believe that, in line with the word given Steve Lightle, there will come a great 
"DAY OF PENTECOST" in Mecca. A day when Muslim Pilgrims from all over the world are gathered together. 
Just as Jews from all over were in Jerusalem on pentecost when Peter preached. 3000 were saved. So 300,000 
Muslims will hear the gospel preached in Mecca and be converted. And then they will take the good news back to 
their home countries and spread the revival! Glory to God! 
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Another hopeful development is the emergence of "Messianic Muslims". Congregations of Muslim believers, who, 
are in the pattern of Messianic Jews. (That is Jews who accept the Messiahship of Jesus without ceasing to be Jews 
or abandoning Jewish forms and traditions.) These Messianic Muslims acknowledge the lordship of Jesus, while 
retaining Muslim forms of prayer. Praying 5 times a day and still using the name of Allah for God, only now praying 


So great things are happening and even greater things are at the door. I'm sure there are many others like myself 
whom the Lord is preparing to use in the end time harvest which is just beginning. It will be a glorious work, just as 
he is a glorious God. 


So that's what I know about what God is doing. I have my passport. My resume is ready. I'm walking by faith that 
God will soon open the door of opportunity. Operation Desert Harvest is just beginning. 


Afterword. Since this was originally written, it has become apparent that the political fallout of the Gulf War is what 
lead to the current Oslo accords and the 'peace process' in the Middle East today. 


Looking Ahead: Isaiah 60:6-7 speaks of many Arabic peoples coming to salvation. The context indicates the timing 
of this. It will come about when the Church begins to move in the end time harvesting anointing. This is the Lord's 
doing and it is marvelous in our eyes! 

Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 

Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Short Bio for Bill Somers 


Basic Information 
William H. (Bill) Somers Jr., 6195 St. Rt. 95., Mt. Gilead, OH 43338 
Phone 1-419-768-2043 Email: wsomers@etpv.org -- 
Origin: 
DOB 8-20-1945 Wyandotte Michigan. Hometown is Southgate MI. Ancestry is Irish, Hungarian, English and/or German. 
Education 

8 years of Catholic elementary education 

4 years High School, graduated in college prep program, then 

3 and 1/4 years at Michigan State. Philosophy major, then 

4 years in United States Navy, during Vietnam. Back to Civilian life at the end of 1970 

Also several courses at University of Michigan and University of Phoenix 
Family 

One of 6 siblings. Married at ripe old age of 33. My dear wife, Marylee, had 7 children from her first marriage of 
19 years. It was instant family! She is 6 1/2 years older than I. [One problem with marrying any woman older than you is 
they think they don't have to listen to you.] All the children are grown and living on their own. Some are even producing 
grandchildren. 
Likes: Good food, drink, music, and video's. Getting things for free! 
Dislikes: television, especially the news and the commercials. | only watch it if there is a war, national emergency or I'm 
at someone else's home. Other dislikes: having to fix my car and shopping. 
Work History 

Electronic Technician in the two way radio area. 14 years in Michigan and 14 years in New Orleans LA. 

Computer Technician for 2 1/2 years in Mansfield Ohio, 1 year Computer Help Desk in Columbus Ohio. 
Current Status 

Currently retired on $1200 per month social security benefits. 
Computer experience 

My first computer was an Atari 800 with a whopping 48k of memory. I've done a lot of hardware repair and 
software support, full and part time for about a decade. 
Philosophy 

| was raised a catholic, and became an atheist in high school. In college | flirted with eastern mysticism. [It was 
the 60's after all.] In the 70's till the mid 80's | maintained an interest in New Age topics but not much of a commitment 
there. My big involvement was in the War Games hobby. | was VP of Metro Detroit Gamers for about 10 years and 
helped put on some big conventions. We relocated to Louisiana in 84 and almost a year later my wife and | became ‘born 
again' Christians. This is where we are at today, though we are now part of the new phenomenon of ‘out of church' 
Christians. That is we're committed Christians but only visit churches on rare occasions. 
Interests 

Military topics, Jazz, Bluegrass and other instrumental music, cooking. 
Hobbies 

Playing music on guitar or flute, computers. 
Activities 

I'm a writer, editor and publisher on the internet. The Web Site is called End Time Prophetic Vision. 

www.etpv.org. 
Each week | publish 25 to 30 articles on the site, including my own writings at times. | have about 90+ articles posted 
there that | have written myself. | began this in 1996. 
It's like doing a weekly magazine without having to deal with a printer. 
The content consists of essays, articles, prophecies, and accounts of dreams or visions. All of these are supposed to be 
relevant to the belief that we are living in what's called the End Times, just before the Second Coming of Jesus. 
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On Universalism 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


www.etpv.org 
March 21, 2009 


In response to stirrings of the Spirit, we are going to share a few thoughts on the teaching of 
universalism, also known as ultimate reconciliation, also known as ultimate rec. also known as 
ultimate wreck. 


This is the idea that Hell is not forever. There are quite a few writers these days trying to push this 
idea. [This includes some who formerly posted on ETPV.] 


Some of these will bring up multitudes of bible verses that are claimed to prove their point. This is 
mixed with a great deal of other persuasive language in support of the idea. Almost all of them sooner 
or later have to somehow convince you that when the bible says forever and ever, that it does not 
mean for ever and ever. The way this is done is to question the translation from the original bible 
languages into English. And this usually centers on the Greek word eon that is used in scripture. 


Keep in mind that regardless of how many other arguments or bible verses are used, this is the key. If 
they can’t convince you on this point, everything else they say is only a distraction. 


What they have to say boils down to this. The bible translators took the Greek word eon and translated 
it as ever or forever. And this is wrong because the word eon means age. So when the bible says for 
ever and ever it really means from age to age. Therefore the punishment of hell only lasts for an age. 
[How long that is does not matter, just so you get the idea that sooner or later it comes to an end.] 


All this is done to sound very convincing, but it does not stand up to an honest examination. It’s just an 
example of human wisdom. 


There are several ways to show what's wrong with this kind of thinking. And we will keep this short. 


They are 

to show that it’s is false conclusion. 

to show the correct conclusion. 

to illustrate the correct conclusion. 

and to show that the false conclusion leads to a contradiction or impossible situation, and 
thereby has to be false. 


First to look at the meaning of age to age. It means from one age to another, this is not the same as 
saying just one age. This itself should be pretty plain. 
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Second, to say from age to age, is a short way of saying from age to age to age to age and so on and 
so on and so on. Do you get the idea? It’s ad infinitum, Latin for to infinity [which also means forever. ] 


Third as an illustration, you could try to imagine a straight line that goes on into outer space and just 
keeps on going. But another way is to look at a circle. The signs of the zodiac in astronomy form a 
circle. Currently we are passing from the ‘age of Pisces’ to the ‘age of Aquarius’ and after that we will 
enter the ‘age of Capricorn’ and on around till we come back to Pisces and start the whole thing over. 
It just goes from ‘age to age’ and keeps on a-goin’. 


And finally, let’s point out that the Greek word eon is used to describe the Kingdom of God in exactly 
the same way as it describes the eternal judgment of Hell. Eon is translated as ever in all the following 
verses. 


Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they 
have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth 
the mark of his name. 

Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night 


for ever and ever. 


Revelation 7:12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 


Revelation 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, 
saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

So if hell is not forever does that mean that heaven is not forever as well? Go figure. 


Summary: 


Matthew 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive 
you. 


Helicopter Dream 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


March 18, 2009 


In this dream | experienced a struggle with a long series of documents that spoke of or advertised 
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worthy causes or events. | had to devote lots of time and energy to processing each one. It was 
making me very tired; | was loosing my peace. 


Then still in the dream, the Lord showed me that these are just a lot of time wasters, and distractions. 
They are snares of the devil to get you to focus on the good, instead of the best i.e. God’s will for your 
life. 


Next | found my self in the cargo bay of a military helicopter that was very cluttered. Suddenly a voice 
came over the loudspeaker system. 


Take out the trash, and stow away the loose gear. Find your seats and buckle in. 


The ‘Boss’ was getting into the pilots seat, and warming up the engines for takeoff. Remember a 
helicopter does not need a runway, it just goes straight up. 


Interpretation 


A Military Helicopter speaks of warfare. 

A Combat Mission is in the works. 

Trash speaks of the distractions in our lives, if we don’t need it get rid of it. 
Loose gear is the important things that need to be put in order. 

Your seat is your place of ministry. 

Buckle in is to make your calling and election sure. 

The Boss is Jesus, captain of the Host. 

Getting into the Pilots Seat speaks of taking His place as head of the Body. 
Engines starting speaks of the whirlwind. 

Takeoff is ascending to heavenly places with Christ. 


File under Rapture of the Manchild. 
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Opening The Book of Romans 


Bill Somers 


1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 

19 Quench not the Spirit. 

20 Despise not prophesyings. 

21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 


In a recent article [Word and Witness] we were looking at the question of when a scripture is fulfilled 
and saw that the tense of the writing was not a conclusive factor. That is to say something written in 
present or past tense may still await a future fulfillment, something written in future tense may already 
have happened etc. One of our examples was a discussion of being under the law using quotes from 
Romans and Galatians. Here is what we wrote. 


Another good example is those who say we are not under the law, we’re under grace. What 
does the bible say? 


Romans 6:14 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace. 


A lot of people want to take this verse, Romans 6:14 and run with it. Just as there are many who want 
to claim other promises but ignore the conditions for those promises; like ‘resist the Devil and he will 
run from you’. The scripture actually mentions a condition you must meet first. It says: 


James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 


Now if you check out what it says in Galatians 5, you will see that there is a similar condition, being led 
by the Spirit. 


Galatians 5:18 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 


So are we under the Law or not? Today’s church claims to be under grace, but it sure doesn’t act like 
it. Something is wrong with this picture. Maybe we have misapplied the word. If you take into account 

the condition listed in Galatians 5:18 then, Romans 6 apparently has not been fulfilled yet! Even so we 
use these verses and other verses from Romans as though they were already fulfilled. 


What's important here is that Galatians spells out a condition for not being under the Law while 
Romans does not. So why is that? 
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Lets compare the opening passages of these two letters and see what clues there may be. 


In Galatians 1 we can see that it is addressed to those who are being troubled by a perverted gospel 
and removed from their call to Grace in Christ. 


Galatians 1:6-7 

6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel: 

7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 


The opening passages of Romans seem to be addressed to a people that do not have that problem. 


Romans 1:1-8 

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 
2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 

3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according 
to the flesh; 

4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: 

5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all 
nations, for his name: 

6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8 First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world. 


Note that the gospel is mentioned in verse one and that verse two tells us that the gospel is part of the 
promise to the fathers. We can see this spelled out in Galatians 3. 


Galatians 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 


Then in verse 5 it mentions obedience. That is obedience to the faith among all nations, which include, 
according to verse 6 those whom this letter is addressed to, the called of Jesus Christ. Verse 7 says 
they are beloved by God and called to be saints. In verse 8 we see that their faith is spoke of through 
all the world. So we are looking at a people from the nations who are obedient to the faith and have a 
world wide reputation for that faith. Could this be the Gentile church as it will be in the end time 
revival? 


This does not sound like the same bunch that the book of Galatians speaks to. The people addressed 
here as ‘Romans’ are walking the walk and not just talking the talk. So they already meet the condition 
of being led by the Spirit. Galatians has to spell out this condition but Romans assumes this 
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condition from the beginning. For the Galatians, being led by the Spirit has not yet happened; but it 
has for the Romans. Once you notice this, it makes quite a difference. Try comparing the Corinthian 
church as described in First Corinthians with the same church as described in Second Corinthians. 


So who are the ‘Romans’? In other words who does this description given in Romans fit. Is it the early 
church, today’s church or the end time church? If you answer the early church, that is only because they 
are a type of the end time church. Today’s church seems to fit the description of the Galatians. If you 
answer the end time church, you are starting to catch on. It is speaking to the end time Gentile Church. 
Certain passages of Romans only make sense when applied to the end time church. This means that 
they are still to be fulfilled in the end times. Then the Book of Romans will be open to those who are 
led by the Spirit. This is wnat we mean by opening the Book of Romans. 


The church of today, which claims to be under grace and thereby allowed to ignore the old testament 
scriptures, is gravely mistaken. The conclusion you have to see is that while there may be some 
individuals under grace, the vast majority of us are still under the law, and won't admit it! We are 
reading a sealed book and misapplying the word. The Spirit we need to be under grace is the same 
Holy Spirit we need to understand this book! And He is that Spirit we need to be obedient to the 
Gospel. 


If you still think you are under grace, ask yourself if sin has any hold on you. 


Romans 6:14 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 


When you can honestly answer that sin has no hold on you, they you can also say with Jesus, the 
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. [John 14:30]. 
And you are then conformed to his image! Selah! 
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Overcoming The Adversary 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


April 22, 2007 


And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. Revelation 12:11 


| had a dream this week which illustrated overcoming the adversary. Here is the background. 


| have been attending a Messianic congregation for the last month or so, and enjoying the fellowship, 
the worship and the moving of the spirit there. For the past couple weeks the Rabbi has been 
preaching on the phrase Fear Not. | found that this exact phrase appears in the King James 
translation some 63 times! It’s not surprising to me that we should be on this topic, as | expect there 
will shortly come to pass a great deal of fearful events. 


In Hebrew, the word used is Strongs H3372 °N yaw-ray’. 

Strongs definition is this: A primitive root; to fear, morally to revere; causatively to frighten: - affright, 
be (make) afraid, dread (-ful), (put in) fear (-ful, -fully, -ing). (be had in) reverence (-end), X see, terrible 
(act, -ness, thing). 


The Hebrew spelling of the word is Yod, Resh, Aleph. These have to do with the hand, the head and 
great strength or the number one. The hand and the head speak of physical sensations. Combine that 
with great strength and you have fear as great physical sensations, or powerful perceptions. Then to 
say fear not, would mean do not yield or give in to powerful perceptions that come through the senses. 
Or do not allow sensory perception to be number one in your thinking. Paraphrasing this again, it can 
mean do not walk in the flesh! 


For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 


law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
Romans 8:5-8 


So we are not to fear what ever may be happening around us in this world! 
Then came the news of the 32 people murdered at Virginia Tech. And that led to the dream. 
The Dream 


In the dream | somehow found myself in the same type situation as had occurred at Virginia Tech. | 
was in a group of people who were going to be shot, one at a time. | was struck very forcefully with the 
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realization that there was no way out and this was the end. | was shortly going to die. [I really had other 
plans.] | recall thinking that there were many things that | was never going to get to do. But these were 
not so important anymore. So | just composed my self, and prayed to Jesus, Lord, I’m coming to be 
with you. Then | felt a peace settle in my heart, and everything was ok. There was no fear! 


That's all | remember of the dream. [This all came back to my memory about an hour after waking 
Thursday morning and that’s how | am able to share it with you.] 


Rev 12:11 given in several translations. 


(ALT) "And they defeated him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of 
their testimony, and they did not love their life to the point of death. 


(CEV) Our people defeated Satan because of the blood of the Lamb and the message of 
God. They were willing to give up their lives. 


(ESV) And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 


(HNV) They overcame him because of the Lamb’s blood, and because of the word of their 
testimony. They didn’t love their life, even to death. 


(ISV) They conquered him by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony, for 
they did not love their life even in the face of death. 


(KJV) And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; 
and they loved not their lives unto the death. 


Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. Hebrews 2:14-15 
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The Passover Pattern 


Bill Somers 
Introduction 


In 1991 Destiny Image published a book by Lou Berthleson titled Holiness for these Awesome Days; 
and a book by Dan Juster titled Revelation, The Passover Key. The first work outlined a fascinating 
series of parallels between the first Passover at the time of the Exodus and the Passover of Jesus 
death and resurrection. Dan Juster in his book examines parallels between the Passover at the 
exodus and the Book of Revelation especially the Second Coming. What | hope to do in this article is 
to combine these insights and expand on them sharing what the Lord has shown me. And basically it 
is this. There are common elements between Exodus and the Gospels, common elements between 
the Exodus and Revelation, and common elements between the gospels and the Second coming. 
Once you lay these all out it becomes clear that there is a prophetic pattern in all three. | call this the 
passover pattern. 


Lou Berthleson found that Jesus' death and resurrection at the Passover season followed patterns set 
in place by Moses' actions at the first Passover. 


He goes into great detail and lays out some very interesting correspondences. Then he follows on to 
examine the feast of Pentecost, and it’s fulfillment in the Book of Acts. He also presents a fascinating 
discussion of Tabernacles and the typology used in the bible and Jewish traditions. 


Dan Juster’s book is a look at Revelation which sees the events therein as foreshadowed by the 
events and patterns of the Passover-Exodus. He sees the situation of the Church of the Last Days as 
parallel to Israel in Egypt before the Exodus, and also parallel to the Church under Roman Empire in 
the first and second centuries. 


Juster outlines four main approached to interpreting Revelation. These are as follows. 


The Symbolic Approach: 

This approach looks to the book primarily to gain insight into the nature of spiritual 
opposition and struggle at all times and for all believers. Through this method, all believers 
undergoing persecution or duress may be encouraged toward the ultimate victory of Jesus 
and His Kingdom. Those of this school shun historical, or prophetic past or future 
identifications for the symbols and content of the book. 


The Preterist Approach: 

This approach views the book as presenting the spiritual struggle of the first century 
believers with the Roman Empire and Jewish opposition. It is believed that the prophetic 
content of the book is fully past, excepting the literal return of Jesus the Messiah. 


The Historical Approach: 

This approach sees the book as representing the progress of history from the time of the 
Ascension of Jesus the Messiah until His second coming and the establishment of the New 
Jerusalem. Days and calculations in the book are seen as symbolic of years. 


The Futurist Approach: 
This approach sees the book, especially after chapter four, as representing the last great 
tribulation before the return of Jesus. 


These approaches to Revelation are used by people of widely differing theological 
persuasions. However, most Futurists are Pre-Millennialists, believing that a literal 1000- 
year Millennial Age of peace on earth (Revelation 20) precedes the full establishment of the 
new heavens and earth. There are, however, many who use the historical approach who 
believe in a literal Millennium. Most of those who believe that there is no literal Millennium, 
but that the Millennium of chapter 20 is symbolic of this Church Age, are not Futurists, but 
hold to one or a combination of the first three views. 


There is of course some truth in all these views. The least popular or unfortunately most neglected 
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approach is the symbolic or allegorical one. 
But in the present article we are like Juster and Berthleson dealing in the futurist vein. 
Exodus to Revelation 


I'm going to note the points Mr. Juster makes in his comparison and then add a few of my own before 
getting back to Berthelson's work 


The Exodus Passover seen as a type of the End Times as described in Revelation [and elsewhere. ] 


A. As Egypt is a type of the World the Exodus Passover deals with the Children of Israel in Egypt 
while Revelation deals with God's people throughout the world. 


B. God uses two prophets, Moses and Aaron to announce and pronounce his plagues on Egypt. In 
Revelation, He uses his two witnesses in the same role. 


C. One of the plagues in Egypt is darkness over all the land. At the Return of the Lord, the sun will be 
turned to dark. [Also we are told, the kingdom of the beast was filled with darkness. ] 


D. In Exodus, God's people are protected from the plagues by living in the Land of Goshen which was 
untouched. In Revelation, Gods people are sealed in their foreheads by the angel for their protection. 


E. The Children of Israel are protected from the final plague by having the blood of the Passover Lamb 
on their door posts. In Revelation, God's people overcome by the Blood of the Lamb, the word of their 
testimony and their willingness to die for Jesus. 


F. The Pharaoh of Exodus is a picture of the Beast [anti-Christ] of Revelation. 


G. Pharaoh and his armies pursue Israel to the shore of the Red Sea in Exodus. In the last days, The 
Beast and his armies invade Israel. 


H. In Exodus, Pharaoh's armies are held up by the Lord. The Lord fights against the Beast at 
Armageddon. 


|. Pharaoh and his armies are destroyed in the sea. The beast and his armies are destroyed in the 
last battle. 


To these points | would add the following: 


1. Israel lived in Egypt but they were not assimilated into their culture. So also God's people are called 
to be 'in the world but not of the world’. 


2. Israel lives in a separate area called the Land of Goshen. God's people in these end times are 
instructed to ‘come out of her' and to be holy [separate] so they will not be hurt by her [Babylon's] 
judgments. 


3. Pharaoh, the horse and rider, were cast into the sea, and the beast and false prophet will be cast 
into the lake of fire. 


4. When the Lord slew all the firstborn of Egypt in the 10th plague, he also judged the 'gods of Egypt’ 
When the Lord returns to fight the final battle, he first carries out judgment on the heavenly powers. 


Dan Juster also makes the following points comparing Roman times with End times. 


A. During Roman times, there was opposition to the Gospel all throughout the empire. The End Times 
will exhibit similar opposition all through the world. 


B. During Roman times the Gospel was also opposed by Judaism, Today this is still the case. 
C. In Roman Times Caesar was worshipped. In the End times, the Beast is worshipped. 


D. In Roman times the church was in great warfare and many were killed in the persecution. The End 
Times will see great persecution and martyrdom of the church [the saints]. 


Completions 
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One other area Juster deals with that | wish to mention is the area or idea of completion. There are 
multiple completions that will take place. I'm going to list these in the order | believe they will take 
place. 


The mystery of God must be completed, which he states is the maturity of the bride, the church. 
[Rev. 10:7 and Eph. 5:27,32] 


That there must be a completion of the Global witness, preaching of the Gospel and resulting 
harvest [Mt. 24:12-14]. 


The revelation of Evil will also be completed with the beast getting power to make war and 
overcome the saints. [Re 13:7] 


He mentions that The Return of the Lord, [and therefore the time of vengeance] does not come till The 
Number Of Martyrs is complete. This is the fullness of the gentiles. [Re 6:9-11] 


And The Redemption Of Natural Israel must be complete so they are able to call upon the Lord for 
deliverance. See [Matt. 23:39 and Rom. 11:15.] 


Meaning of The Scroll. 


Moses had a commission to tell the Israelites that God had sent him. 'Tell them | am that | am’. That | 
AM had sent him. He also had authority to pronounce judgments. 


Jesus had the same commission to reveal the Nature of God to the people of God. And he had the 
authority to pronounce judgments. 


In the End Times it will be God's people in this role. 


In Revelation 5, The Lamb who is worthy takes the scroll. Juster states that the scroll represents the 
decrees of God concerning the acts of judgment and redemption to occur in the last days. The seven 
seals represent the judgments and they are opened by Jesus, the Lamb, because he has the authority 
to initiate all the judgments to follow. 


Other writers have claimed that the scroll is the ‘title deed to planet earth’ or a catalog of woe and 
sorrow. 


| prefer to think of the scroll as representing the bible itself. And the reasons | will offer here are 
scriptural and provide a marvelous glimpse of the sheer genius of God in the construction of his word. 


1. The Scroll is said to be written with in and without or on the front and back side. Rev. 5:1 
2. The stone tables of the Law given to Moses are said to be written on the front and back sides. 


Ex 32:15 J And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the 
testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side 
and on the other were they written. 


This identifies the scroll with the law, hence with the bible, and ultimately with the Word of God, Jesus. 


3. Since part is on the back side, then clearly it's not all readily apparent. Some meaning is hidden. 
The sealed scroll clearly has only a part of the writing visible. 


4. There are several references to books being sealed in the O T. [Isa 8:16, 29:11-12, and Dan 12:4] 
Daniel says they are sealed till the end. Here opening the scroll is the unsealing of the books. 


5. Opening the seals means revealing hidden meaning in the Word. So opening the scroll is one of 
many illustrations of the key concept summarized in the opening verse of Revelation. The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 


6. Jesus is the only one who can open the scroll. No man is worthy. This shows that God reveals 
himself. Man cannot learn of these things on his own. 


7. Each seal that is opened produces a judgment, and this also speaks of the Revelation of Jesus 
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Christ since as Ps 9:16 says "The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: ...." 


So the Lamb that was slain is Jesus Christ. The Scroll is Jesus Christ. Opening the Scroll is the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ. The Judgments that come forth are the Revelation of Jesus Christ. And the 
book is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. It's all about the Revelation of Jesus Christ. In other words, 
knowing God. 


Dan Juster writes 


Our concern with the Book of Revelation should be less for speculation and more for our own 
preparation and understanding of present warfare. P35 


And 


The key preparations for the last days are therefore holiness of heart, humility, a burning love for 
the Lord and a faith preparation through the Word that will enable us to find God's guidance and 
strength to withstand the onslaught of the enemy. P 37 


| heartily agree and would only add that it's about the Revelation of Jesus Christ in His People. Or as 
it is said: Christ in you, the Hope of Glory. 


Dan Juster writes: 


God's holy people can be martyred only when He calls upon them to lay down their lives. 
P37 


The martyrdom of the prophets leads to an even greater outpouring of God's power. This is 
the result of true martyrdom - power is released in the spiritual realm! Thus the martyrdom of 
the Chinese saints under Communism led to the greatest church growth since the Church 
Age began. Martyrdom is similar to the sacrifice of intercessory prayer leading to the victory 
of the people of God. P 39 


We can conclude that there are patterns established in Moses’ Passover that are prophetic of Jesus’ 
Passover, and in addition there will be a further fulfillment of these prophetic patterns in the end times. 
| find that in the scriptures describing Jesus’ Passover, death and resurrection there are additional 
elements added that are also prophetic of the end times and of the Second Coming of Christ. 


In general | would say that each feast as established by the Lord in Moses’ time is prophetic and has 
multiple fulfillments. That is to say, that each one has been partly fulfilled in the past and awaits further 
and complete fulfillment in the end times. 


Exodus to the Gospels 


Before we get into the meat of Lou Berthelson's work, | want to present a quote from his first chapter 
about the prophetic nature of the Feasts of the Lord. 


Our study of patterns will begin with the feasts of the Lord as set forth in Leviticus 23. The 
Jews saw these as appointments with the Lord Jehovah. They called the festivals Miqra’, or 
rehearsals. 


In First Thessalonians 5:1-5 Paul addresses mature Jews about the "appointed" time of 
Jesus’ return. He referred to the festivals, Sabbaths and new moons that were the focus of 
the Jews' religious calendar. 


The word "times" in First Thessalonians 5:1-5 is Mowed, which is translated, "a specific 
appointment in time, a particular time or appointed season." The seven feasts of the Lord 
were given as appointments or rehearsals. They were designed by the Lord to foretell the 
events that would surround the coming of His Son and ever point to the proper 
attitudes requited of believers. 


Berthelson goes on to show in fascinating detail just how these feasts foretell later events. [As you 
study the feasts even more, you find that the dates of the feasts are also dates when important things 
happen in the history of Israel. For example the recent 7 year peace treaty known as the Oslo Accords 
took effect in Israel at the time of the fall feast of Trumpets. It was broken 7 years later at about the 
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same time when the current Palestinian uprising began.] 


In chapter one of his book, Lou Berthelson concentrates his focus on the Passover. There are several 
elements that are relevant here. 


1. The instructions of the Lord for celebrating the feast of Passover. 

2. The account of events in Exodus at the first Passover. 

3. The Jewish traditions in effect in Jesus’ time, and 

4. The account of events in the gospels at Jesus' death and resurrection. 
Passover Basics. 


The Lord's instructions for the Feasts are found in Leviticus 23. In vs. 4-14 are the spring feasts: 
Passover, Unleavened Bread and First Fruits. In vs. 15-21 are the ordinances for Pentecost, also 
called Feast of Weeks, and Shavuot in Hebrew. 


It all boils down to this. Aviv also known as Nisan became the first month of the religious calendar. 
[Tishri, usually overlapping September is the first month of the civil calendar. The first day of Tishri is 
Rosh Hoshanna, also known as Jewish New Years Day.] 


On the 10t" of Nisan they take a lamb from the flock. It's inspected for 4 days. The Lamb had to be 
perfect, without flaw or blemish. 


On the 14" the lamb is killed and roasted, from 3 - 6pm. At 6pm the day changes to the 15th. [The day 
begins at 6pm in the Jewish calendar.] 


Then the lamb is eaten. Also on the 15th begins the first day of The Feast Of Unleavened Bread. It 
runs for 7 days with a feast on the last day, the 21st. On the 16" is the feast of First Fruits. It includes 
waving a sheaf of the first fruits of the Harvest before the Lord and animal sacrifices. The 16 is also 
the first day of the Counting of the Omer. This is where 50 days are counted off till Pentecost. 


So the 14" is called 'The preparation of the Passover’. 
The 15" is called Passover and the beginning of Unleavened Bread. 
The 16" is called First Fruits or day 1 of the Omer. 


Pentecost and First fruits are linked in two ways. First being that on first fruits the 50 day count down 
begins. The second is more symbolic. In Leviticus 23 we see the phrase ‘first fruits' again in 
connection with the offerings for the day of Pentecost. 


Le 23:17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they 
Shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the 
LORD. 


Events Of Exodus. 


In Exodus 12:1-14 the Lord gives Moses the instructions for sacrificing the Passover lamb. Then in 
verses 15-20 he lays out the feast of unleavened bread. Verses 21-28 show Moses repeating the 
Lords instructions to the people. 


In Vs 29-30 the Lord strikes the Egyptians with the tenth plague, the death of the first born. 


In Vs 31-42 Pharaoh releases the people and they journey by night to Succoth where they bake 
unleavened bread. The rest of the chapter vs. 43-51 contain further regulations on observing 
Passover. 


Exodus 13:1-2 tell of the consecration of the firstborn. This is the act that First Fruits commemorates. 
In Exodus 13:19-20, they leave Succoth and travel to Etham, taking the bones of Joseph with them. 


In Exodus 14:2 they make camp at Pihahiroth. Then Pharaoh decides to come after them. 
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The rest of chapter 14 describes how Pharaoh caught up with Israel at Pihahiroth. Then the Angel of 
the Lord, the pillar of cloud stood between Israel and Egypt, while the Lord parted the sea during the 
night. Then in the morning, as Pharaoh entered the sea in pursuit, the Lord fought against them, taking 
off their chariot wheels. Then he caused the waters to come back on the Egyptians while Israel 
emerged from the sea on the far shore. 


Jewish Traditions During the time of Jesus 
On the 10" of Aviv [or Nisan] 


The Temple practices had evolved to the point that on the tenth of Aviv the priests would 
select a lamb without spot or blemish. They would place the lamb on a special cart atop the 
Mt. of Olives. 


They paraded the lamb down to the city and into the Temple court. There it would be 
displayed until it was slain at the Passover. [Lou Berthleson page 10-11] 


On the 14t at exactly 9am The Temple lamb was tied to the altar. 
At 3pm the Temple Lamb was killed, prepared and roasted. 
At 6pm the Day changed to the 15th when the Temple Lamb was eaten. 


Of course other lambs were killed as well for all the people who came to the feast. The Passover 
could be eaten on either evening of the fourteenth or the evening of the fifteenth. This was changed to 
accommodate the multitude of Jews coming to the city. 


Events In The Gospels 


On the 10" Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the Temple to be examined by the priests. 
Berthelson explains that he probably followed right behind the procession of the Temple Lamb. 
Therefore there were crowds of people already on the scene. Once they knew he was coming they 
rejoiced and blessed him. In effect they were choosing him to be their spiritual Passover. 


On the 14" Jesus kept the Passover. 


How could Jesus eat the Passover with his disciples [Mt. 26] on the day before Passover? He kept 
the Passover on the 14th. 


Jesus had to take the Passover meal, as did Moses, but He also had to be the Lamb. The 
only way He could accomplish both was to eat the Passover the first evening of the 
fourteenth. [Lou Berthleson page 14] 


On the 14 at 9am Jesus was nailed to the cross. 


At 3pm Jesus died. There is darkness over the land, and an earthquake. The saints come out of their 
graves and the veil of the temple is torn. [Matt. 27:50-53] 


He was buried at about 6pm as the day changed to the 15". 

What happens after Jesus’ death? 

He becomes the redeemed first born/first fruits. 

He descends into hell and takes the keys to death, hell and the grave. 

He leads captivity free. Satan is defeated. 

Jesus rises after three days and three nights, around 6pm on the beginning of the 18th. 
His grave is found empty at about 6am the following morning. 


We noted that some of these events happen at precise times which correspond to the times of 
corresponding events in Exodus. Berthelson tells us exactly what day of the week these things 
happened. He further claims that the resurrection happened on exactly the same day of the month, 
and day of the week and time of the day as Moses leading Israel out onto the far shore of the sea. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Only he has this happening at 6am on the 17t. | do not feel this is correct. If it were then Jesus would 
not have been dead for exactly 3 days and 3 nights. But neither do | have the resources or the 
brilliance to present an exactly correct time table. 


The solution to this quandary is to fudge things. [I'm serious here.] 


First of all the bible is often vague on many important matters. Secondly it really doesn't matter if the 
timing is exact or not. Prophetic typology is not an exact science. Types and shadows are often 
incomplete and fuzzy. You do not get an exact picture. Thirdly typology may at times scramble the 
order of events. 


Most importantly, [while we're on the subject] there can often be more than one correct interpretation 
of scripture. Just as a word can have more that one definition, a shadow can be cast by more than 
one object. Sometimes prophetic scriptures have more than one fulfillment. Sometimes one correct 
interpretation can be 'more correct’ than another because of the depth of insight or detail involved. 


And since we're talking about Passover, here is a perfect example of a pattern in scripture where the 
order of events is scrambled. Yet they are all still part of the pattern. 


Jesus' trip to Jerusalem at age 12 is an interesting pattern for his later trip there to be crucified. [Luke 
2:41 and following.] 


In the earlier trip he travels with his family, in the latter with his disciples. In the earlier he is found in the 
temple having discussions with the learned men. In the latter trip, he is four days in the temple being 
challenged and questioned by the learned men again. After Passover in the first trip, he is missing for 
3 days. After the latter Passover, he is buried and rises again after 3 days! 


The difference is that in the second event the questioning in the temple happens before the three days 
not during those days. Nevertheless, the trip at age 12 is prophetic typology [or a rehearsal] for the 
latter trip. 


Moses' Passover Compared To Jesus’. 
Here are the parallels between Exodus, tradition, and the Gospels as Berthleson summarizes them. 


1. The lamb is chosen on the 10 of the month; Jesus enters the temple on the 10t. 

2. The lamb is examined for flaws for 4 days; Jesus is questioned and tested for 4 days. 

3. The temple lamb is tied to the altar at 9am on the 14"; Jesus is nailed to the cross at 9am. [Mark 

15:25] 

4. The lamb is killed at 3pm; Jesus dies at 3pm. 

. The lamb is eaten at 6pm; Jesus is buried at 6pm. 

. At midnight the first born of Egypt are slain, and Pharaoh frees Israel. Moses takes the bones of 
Joseph, so Joseph's grave is left empty. When Jesus died and the saints came forth, Joseph's 
grave was left empty again! 

7. Israel camps over night and dedicates the first born to the Lord; Jesus becomes the dedicated 
first born. 

8. Israel travels to the sea and Pharaoh catches them there. Then the waters are parted and Israel 
descends into the sea and goes over on dry ground; Jesus descends into hell and takes the 
keys. [Eph. 4:8-9] 

9. Moses leads the people through the sea to safety. Jesus leads the captivity out of hell. [Eph. 4:8- 
9] 

10. Pharaoh and his army is destroyed in the sea, the people reach the far shore and rejoice; Jesus 

defeats Satan and rises from the dead. 


oo 


The Gospels to The Second Coming 


Now | want to look at some parallels between the gospel accounts of Jesus’ Passover and the second 
coming of Christ. 


These elements are: 


a. The Darkness 
b. The earthquake 
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c. Itis finished 

d. The Shout 

e. The resurrection 
f. The veil torn 


Here are passages of scripture where these are found. 


Mt 27:50 J Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 

51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the 
earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 

53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and 
appeared unto many. 


Lu 23:44 J And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth 
until the ninth hour. 

45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 

46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 


Joh 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 


In the bible the phrase 'Day of the Lord' has several meanings. 


a. The 7" day, also known as the 3'4 day or the Millennium. A thousand year period. 
b. The End Times. A period of judgment and harvest leading to the Second Coming. 
c. The actual Second Coming. 


When it is used to speak of the actual second coming, many other equivalent sayings may be 
substituted. These include, the day of judgment, the day of wrath, 'in that day’, the day of Christ, the 
day of vengeance etc. 


With that in mind, let's look at these elements. 
Darkness. 


In Luke 23:44 above it mentions darkness from the 6t" to the 9th hour. In the Jewish calendar, this 
means the 6t" to the 9t” hour of daylight, which is approximately from 6am to 6pm. In the spring and fall 
the hours of light and dark are the most equal of the year. So the 6" hour of daylight translates to 12 
noon. Now look at this verse from Amos. 


Am 8:9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun 
to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day: 


Also see Isa. 13:9, Isa 24:21, 23, Ez 32:7, Joel 2:31 and Mt. 24:29. 


The darkness that took place at the crucifixion clearly points ahead to another darkness to come at 
the Second Coming. 


Earthquake. 


Re 6:12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as 
blood; 


Re 11:11 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, 
and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And 
they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 

13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and 
in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, 
and gave glory to the God of heaven. 
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So the earthquake at the crucifixion is prophetic of the one at the Second Coming. 
It Is Finished. 


Here when Jesus says, It is Finished, the phrase points ahead to the time when the number of the 
martyrs will be completed. This is one of the completions Dan Juster mentions above. 


Re 6:9 J And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them 
that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that 
they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, 
that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 


The Shout. 


And once the numbering of the martyrs is finished, God gives a great shout. The time of vengeance 
begins. When He says, | will repay, it's not just a warning, it's a promise. 


Ro 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 


Here the shout is mentioned. 
Ps 47:5 J God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 


1 Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 


Now the reason for the shout should be obvious. But once again we see that the shout at Jesus death 
foretells the shout at His Second Coming. 


The Resurrection. 


Mt 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken: 

30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 

31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 


This should tell us that the resurrection occurs at this same time. 


The Veil. 


When the veil was torn, the holy of holies became visible. This is prophetic of a time to come when 
another veil will be removed and Jesus will be visible. 


We mentioned earlier about the completion of the number of martyrs. When God rises up with a shout, 
it's because that process is completed. This is what's meant by the fullness of the gentiles. [We're 
talking about martyrs of the gentile church.] That still leaves Israel. And we know from Romans 11:25 
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 


Who is Israel? 


1. National Israel is the nation state of Israel. 
2. Natural Israel is the descendants of Jacob, world wide Jewry. 
3. Spiritual Israel is the mass of people who are ‘circumcised in the heart’, the redeemed 
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[the church]. 
4. Jesus Himself, the suffering servant, the First Born 
5. All of the Above 


Here we're concerned with the first two. Replacement Theology would ignore natural Israel. Parallel 
Restoration Theology argues that the prophetic scriptures that speak of Israel in the end times apply 
to both natural and spiritual Israel. Every development in the history of natural Israel in the 20th century 
has a parallel development in the history of the church. 


The redemption of natural Israel is something to occur very rapidly. We read in Is. 66:8 about a nation 
being born in a day. Spiritual Israel is the redeemed, but natural Israel are the ones spoken of in John 
10. 


John 10:16 And other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 


And Romans 11 tells us: 


Ro 11:28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 


Romans 9:3 says: 


Ro 9:3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh: 


Here Paul speaks as a type of Jesus and describes exactly what Jesus did when He became a curse, 
taking on the sin of the world. 


We said that after the fullness of the gentiles, the completion of the number of martyrs, that still leaves 
the redemption of Israel. 


Romans tells us about something that will happen as a consequence. That is all Israel shall be saved. 


Ro 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 


Removing the Veil. 


That blindness on the part of Israel is symbolized by a veil. Here we find it mentioned in second 
Corinthians. 


2 Co 3:13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel 
could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away 
in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 

16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 


In the Gospels Jesus weeps over Jerusalem, knowing they will miss the time of their visitation. Then 
he states a condition they must meet before he will come to them again. And in the same breath, he 
prophesies that they will meet that condition at a set time. The condition is that they must call upon 
him, saying: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. The time comes, as we read in 
Romans 11 above, the fullness of the gentiles comes in. Then follows the completion of the 
redemption of natural Israel. 


Lu 13:34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee; how often would | have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not! 

35 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily | say unto you, Ye shall not 
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see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 


This is described another way in Zechariah 12: 


Zec 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and 
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 


Revelation 1 alludes to the same scripture. 


Re 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 


Here are a few more references that link the redemption of Israel with the second coming. 


In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they 
and the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD 
their God. Jeremiah 50:4 


In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, 
and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will 
pardon them whom l reserve. Jeremiah 50:20 


Therefore thus will | do unto thee, O Israel: and because | will do this unto thee, prepare to 
meet thy God, O Israel 

For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man 
what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places 
of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name. (Amos 4:12-13 KJV) 


Judgment of the gods. 
Notice how the gods of Egypt are mentioned in the following passage. 


Ex 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment: | am the LORD. 


This is the only time the gods are mentioned as part of that judgment. It serves to give us a clue to the 
spiritual meaning of the First Born of Egypt. And it points ahead to the second coming identifying the 
first born who are to be slain at that time. These are the powers of heaven, the gods of Egypt, the 
gods of this world, principalities, powers and rulers of wickedness in high places. [1 Cor. 2:6-8; Eph. 
6-12; Rom. 8:38-39; Col. 2:14-15; Ps 82] 


Here are a couple representative verses that show us the judgment of the gods. 


Isa 24:21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the 
high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. 


Mt 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken: 


Also see these verses: Isaiah 19:1; Isaiah 34:4-5; Micah 1:3;. Mark 13:25; Luke 21:26. 

The gods and The Veil 

The fall of the powers of heaven is linked to the removing of the veil. Let's look at this in more detail. 
In first John we are told the whole world is under their influence. 


1Jo 5:19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 
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Here in second Corinthians we see that they cause blindness. 


2Co 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 
them. 


Revelation tells us that they deceive the whole world. 


Re 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world .... 


Here is Isaiah it is described as a veil, and we are told that the Lord will destroy the veil. 


Isa 25:6 J And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of 
fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well 
refined. 

7 And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and 
the vail that is spread over all nations. 

8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all 
faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD 
hath spoken it. 

9 J And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will 
save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation. 


The mountain speaks of the Kingdom of God, where his people dwell. [Israel] "In that day" speaks of 
course of the second coming. 


Since we see that the 'powers of heaven' are the ones who bring blindness, clearly their removal, at 
the second coming means the blindness is removed. 


Redemption of the First Born. 


In the first Passover judgment fell on one group [Egypt] and another group was spared [Israel]. Also 
one group of first born were slain and another was redeemed. 


In Jesus Passover the judgment of death and hell fell upon Jesus. This was not just physical death, but 
the second death as well for he experienced separation from the Father. By tasting death for us, He 
made a way for us to be saved as we abide in him. 


Also in Jesus' Passover he was the first born slain, but he was also the first born redeemed. 
Judgment fell on Satan. 


There is a passage in Zechariah that depicts the spiritual side of what happened then. Recall that the 
name Joshua is the same as Jesus and that he is our High Priest. 


Zec 3:1 And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the 
LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 

2 And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that 
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 

3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 

4 And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the 
filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to 
pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. 

5 And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his 
head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by. 


What this passage is showing us it the judgment of Jesus after his death. The filthy garments speak of 
his becoming a sin offering and taking on the sin of the world. Describing him as a brand plucked out 
of the fire tells us that he is being redeemed from the fire of hell. As the words "The Lord rebuke thee, 
O Satan" are spoken, Satan is being judged. Jesus is given proper garments and the sin is removed. 
He is given a crown to indicate his power. Later he would tell his followers that all authority is given to 
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him. 


So who is the first born to be redeemed? Well we have already spoken above about the blindness 
removed from Israel when the fullness of the gentiles comes in. In Exodus 4 God spells it out for us. 


Ex 4:22 And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even 
my firstborn: 


He refers to this again in Hosea 11. 
Ho 11:1 J When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. 
And Matthew alludes to Hosea in chapter 2, speaking of Jesus. 


Mt 2:15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 


This identifies Israel with Jesus, the suffering servant. As Jesus is his firstborn. And you may conclude 
that those who are in Him are also his sons. 


The Meaning of Passover. 
So what exactly is the meaning of Passover? 


Passover is a sacrifice which if taken advantage of, [appropriated], yields protection from judgments, 
and deliverance from bondage or blindness. And that results or causes judgments on the enemy, and 
final victory over him. 


The Meaning Of First Fruits. 


First Fruits is the celebration of the redemption of the First Born that comes with Passover. So First 
Fruits celebrates the Victory that Passover produces. 


Now I'm going to sketch out some parallels of the Passover Pattern. 
The Other Feasts. 


Pentecost relates to covenant [or betrothal of the bride] The old covenant is the Law, it was given to 
Moses on the first Pentecost. The New covenant is the Spirit, it was given to us in Acts. 2. This points 
ahead to a future fulfillment, perhaps the marriage supper. 


Tabernacles relates God visiting his people, The Revelation of Jesus Christ and the building of 
God's dwelling place. The dwelling place has been represented by that tabernacle, and the temple. 
Ultimately it's in the hearts of his people. 


The Passover Pattern 
Here is our comparison of three Passovers. 
A. Passover of Exodus 
|. Before the plagues of Egypt, Israel comes under Moses' leadership; 


a. The two prophets are Moses and Aaron 
b. There was darkness over the land of Egypt. 


|. Sacrifice of the Lamb is followed by these events: [given in exact order] 


. God's people under the blood are protected 

. The destroying angel is released [this is the final plague] 
. Firstborn of Egypt are slain 

There was a great cry in Egypt. [Ex. 12:30] 

. Pharaoh lets Israel go 

. Israel leaves Egypt 

. Israel brings Joseph's bones out of the grave 
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h. Firstborn of God's people are redeemed 

i. Final pursuit by Pharaoh 

j. Israel passes through the sea 

k. Final Victory, Pharaoh destroyed, horse and rider in the sea. 


B. Jesus, our Passover 


|. Jesus begins his ministry by proclaiming the Kingdom is at hand. 


a. The two prophets are John and Jesus. 


b. Mt 4:16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 


ll. The Sacrifice of Jesus is followed by these events. [given in approximate order] 


a. Jesus cries out loudly. 

b. God's people are saved from the second death by the Blood [the first death is only ‘the 
shadow of death’, a shadow of the second death. 

c. Jesus is judged and tastes death for us. 

d. Satan is judged and rebuked 

e. Veil of temple is torn 

f. Holy of Holies visible 

g. Saints come out of their graves 

h. Jesus is redeemed and given all power. 

i. Jesus enters Hell 

j. Jesus released the captives in Hell 

k. Jesus rises in victory over death, hell and the grave. 


C. Second Coming of Christ 


Before the end time judgments fall, Jesus establishes His kingdom by taking the scroll. [Rev 5:7] 


This is acknowledged in Rev 11:17 and Rev 12:10. 


a. The two prophets are the two witnesses. 


b. Isa 60:2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but 


the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 


. The completion of the Martyrs [fullness of the gentiles] is followed by these events: [given in 


approximate order] 


. God is gone up with a shout! 

. Resurrection of the saints [church], typified by the two witnesses. 
. Day of Judgment. The wrath of God is released. [Rom. 12:19] 

. Heavenly powers fall 

. Veil of blindness removed 

. Israel looks on the one whom they pierced 

. Israel repents calling on the name of the Lord 

. Israel saved 

. Israel invaded 

. Armageddon 

. Final Victory, Beast and Co. destroyed. Death and Hell destroyed. 
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The Pattern of the Tasks. 


Tasks and Commissions 


Now in closing let's make some comparisons on another level. These will be partly derived from an 
earlier article "Moses' Commission". 


Moses tasks included: 


1. Reveal to God's people, Israel, that God had sent him. 
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. Proclaim God's Kingdom and pronounce His Judgments. 
. Symbolically demonstrate power over Satan, this was the sign of the rod and serpent 
. Symbolically demonstrate victory over sin and death by resurrection. This was the sign of 


the leprous hand. 


. Symbolically demonstrate the work of the Spirit by pouring water from the river out on the 


land. 


. Carryout the Passover sacrifice that led to their deliverance and victory 


Jesus' tasks included: 


iP 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 


Reveal the Father to God's people. 

Proclaim God's Kingdom and pronounce His Judgments. 

Demonstrate power over Satan, heal the sick, raise the dead, cast out devils. 
Demonstrate victory over sin and death through his own resurrection. 

Send the Holy Spirit to his disciples on Pentecost 

Become the Passover sacrifice that resulted in our salvation. 


The End Time Saints tasks include. 


ORWN= 


6. 


. Reveal Jesus Christ to the lost world. 

. Proclaim God's Kingdom and pronounce His Judgments. 

. Over come Satan through the Word, their testimony and martyrdom. 
. Follow the lamb by going through the same death and resurrection. 


Become empowered to do the greater works when the Spirit is poured out on all flesh. [Joel 
2, Acts 2] 
Offer themselves a living sacrifice [Rom 12:1-2] in a new fulfillment of Passover 


All this requires and End Time Church that is far different than what we have now. In Matthew 16, 
Jesus spoke these words about his end time church: 


Mt 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 


Psalm 48 gives us a description of that church from another point of view. 


Ps 48:8 As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of 
our God: God will establish it for ever. Selah. 

9 We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple. 

10 According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right 
hand is full of righteousness. 

11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. 
12 Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 

13 Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation 
following. 

14 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death. 
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A Prophetic Dream 
by Bill Somers 


This is a dream I had during the summer of 1996. 
This dream involves a warfare situation. 


We, perhaps America, had been the subject of a foreign invasion. (I am familiar with prophecies that speak of 
America being invaded at some point so that was my impression.) 


Somehow I found myself a part of the army involved in the battle. Everyone was involved since this threat was so 
great that all citizens automatically became soldiers. I seem to remember everyone wearing camo fatigues and 
carrying small arms. 


As aresult of the invasion we were forced to retreat in confusion. We found ourselves in unfamiliar territory, at night, 
and skirmishes were taking place all around. We had no idea where we were where the enemy was or what was 
going on. 


As the day dawned we could see that we were all on the same side and a cease fire went into effect at once. 


I don't know if I was an advisor or what, but I had an urgent need to get a hold of my commanding officer and pass 
along some critical advice. Based on my view of the situation there were three fundamental things that had to be 
done as soon as possible. They are: 


1. establish communications. 
2. unify the command. 
3. take the city. 


At this point, I felt I had discharged my obligation. It was now up to the commanding officer to act on these 
suggestions. 


Afterward, the Lord showed me the interpretation. The War in question is the coming civil war in the Church. 


The dawning of the day, with its cease fire marks the end of the judgment and the beginning of the blessing. It is The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, much like when the Lord opened Baalam's eyes. Then he understood the situation and 
the danger he was in. Then he fell on his face and worshipped. Then he repented and became obedient to his Lord. 


This is when we see that while we were fighting each other, we were really all on the same side. Now we would 
begin to fight the real enemy! 


The personal part I play was in a prophetic role, helping to lead to unity in the Church. 
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Stringing Pearls on the Cross 


by Bill Somers 


Matthew 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they 
trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 


Matthew 13:45-46 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls. Who, 
when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 


Revelation 21:21 And the twelve gates [were] twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the 
street of the city [was] pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 


I first heard the phrase 'stringing pearls' in a teaching of Zola Levitt. It was used in the time of Jesus to describe a 
common method of expounding upon the scriptures practiced in the Jewish Synagogues in Galilee and Judea. A 
speaker would hold forth on a theme of his choice and cite verses from different parts of the Law, the Prophets and 
the Psalms as part of his teaching. The scriptures are compared to pearls and the train of thought that connects them 
is a string joining the pearls. So pearls were understood to symbolize verses of Holy Scripture. 


This helps us understand Matthew 7:6 quoted above. "Neither cast ye your pearls before swine...." Here dogs 
and swine (unclean beasts) stand for unclean, unholy perhaps reprobate people. The intent of the verse is a warning 
against carelessly sharing the Word of God in dangerous circumstances. (This of course in not the same as boldly 
proclaiming the Gospel. The difference is in discerning, by the Holy Spirit, what to say, when to say it and who to 
say it to! That is to say, we cannot judge by outward appearance whether the persons we are dealing with are 
'swine' or 'lost sheep'.) 


Now of course to proclaim the Gospel is to share Jesus. As the pearls are the written Word of God, Jesus in the 
Living Word. And the merchant seeking pearls in Matthew 13:45 is willing to sell out for the Pearl of Great Price, 
Jesus himself! 


Since we have just cited two references to pearls, we have strung two pearls! A third one is found in Revelation 
21:21, the gates of pearl in the Heavenly city. In John 10.7 "...said Jesus unto them ...I am the door of the 
sheep". And in John 14.6 "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me." So if Jesus is the door and Jesus is the way and if Jesus is the Pearl of Great Price, then clearly 
the entrance to heaven is by a gate of Pearl as seen in Rev. 21:21! 


And that's what we mean by stringing pearls. Let's take another example of stringing pearls, as it relates to the word 
of God. 


"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross; ...." Col 2:14 


Here we have the mention of how Jesus took the handwriting of ordinances which was against us and nailed it to his 
cross. It's certainly not clear exactly what that means but some comparisons may help us. The ideas here include the 
word of God and the cross. Lets add some pearls: We preach Christ and him crucified. (1st Cor. 2:2) His name 
is called the Word of God. (Rev. 19:13) The word was with God and the Word was God. (John 1:1) Keep in 
mind that Jesus is identified with the Word of God; that he is God; that He is the Word of God; that the Word of 
God is God. If Jesus nailed the handwritten ordinances (the Law or the Word) to his cross it is a reference to Jesus 
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being nailed to the cross, by Jesus. This is the paradox of God offering himself as the perfect sacrifice. ("And 
Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering ...." Gen. 22:8) When Jesus 
spoke of laying down his life he said: "No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father." John 10:18 


Now consider the passage in John where Pilate has an inscription written: "4nd Pilate wrote a title, and put [it] 
on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS." John 19:19 Verse 20 
tells us that it was written in Hebrew and Greek and Latin. Now take that and filter out the Latin (types don't have to 
be exact) and you have reference to a writing in Greek and Hebrew. The original texts of the Bible are in Greek and 
Hebrew. To say "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews" is to give a short, seven word, summation of the Bible! Now 
note that Pilate is the author. In this context, Pilate is acting and speaking as a type of God the Father. It is he who 
judges Jesus, and who says "I find no fault in this man. And still it is he who requires, and gives the order for Jesus 
death. Next, this writing is nailed to the cross. And finally when Jesus enemies challenge Pilate on what he had done, 
"Pilate answered, What I have written I have written." John 19:22 Which is a reference to the immutability of 
the Word of God. In John 10:35 we read "... unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be 
broken, ...." So here is another expression of the Word and the Cross. The Word is on the Cross! 


Now in another place (Matt. 22:37-40) we find Jesus being asked about the two great commandments in the Law 
(the Word). These are: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart and soul and mind and ...." 
and "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." To add these pearls to our string we must include Jesus 
summation. “On these two hang the whole of the Law and the Prophets." (verse 40) The first principle, to love 
God, forms the basis of our relationship with Him. If we are in a right relationship with the Father, we can stand 
upright before God. This is known as a vertical relationship. The second principle, to love our neighbor, forms the 
basis of our attitude toward our fellow man. If we have that attitude right, we are reaching out to our fellow man. 
This is the proper horizontal relationship. When you stand upright and reach out to both sides, your body takes the 
shape of a cross. On this cross, the right vertical and horizontal relationships, everything else depends. You can 
easily make a case that you need both relationships working. If one fails the other will also. There is another paradox 
here, not only is the Word on the cross, the word is the cross! 


Now notice Jesus used the word 'hang'. "On these two 'hang' the whole of the Law and the Prophets." The Law and 
the Prophets are the rest of the scriptures, the pearls. The reference to the Cross here is only implied, but the use of 
the word 'hang' confirms this conclusion. On this cross hangs the Son of God who is the Word of God, the Pearl of 
Great price. And without that cross we would not be able to stand upright before God nor reach out to our lost 
brothers. 
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Transition to a Bigger Picture 
by Bill Somers 


At the recent Missions Conference held at our local Church, I was allowed to make a presentation to the Missions 
Director; and to speak a word of prophecy to go with it. 

What I presented was a large print of the painting "Threshing Wheat" by Thomas Hart Benton. Up to that point the 
missions office had only one harvest painting on their wall. The picture I was giving them would be the second. As I 
presented them with this print I had the missions pastor hold up the new picture and his wife hold up the old one, 
side by side for comparison. 

I had written out some of this prophecy but when the time came to give it, the Lord had given me something else. 
The written version presented here is a combination of both. 


A prophetic comparison of the harvesting paintings. 


The first painting shows three people bending down and picking up stalks of wheat off the ground. The area they 
work in is relatively small. They can only gather as much as they themselves can carry. 


The second painting shows teams of men with wagons, trucks and machinery working in vast open fields. They are 
harvesting and processing great wagon loads of wheat. The second picture also is a good deal larger than the first. 


The prophetic element is the comparison of the two paintings. They are the before and the after. 


For the Lord would say to his pastors and missionaries; to the local and the world wide ministries: You are now 
called to a bigger picture! Behold you are called to have a greater vision, you are called to greater fields, you are 
called to greater mobilization, you are called to greater authority, you are called to greater activity, you are called to 
a GREATER HARVEST.. You are called into my end time harvest. 


This is not just a little bit bigger; this is not just bumping it up 5 or 10 percent, this is not just a doubling or even a 
tripling. This is WAY GREATER! This is way greater than you can even figure. 


For there is a transition coming upon my Church, and it is already begun. Some are calling it a reformation, some 
speak of repentance, some call it revival, I call it a Redemption. Some will see it as a collapse, a calamity or a civil 
war. Some will see it as a scourging and a shaking. It is Judgment beginning at the House of God. Yet my judgments 
are redemptive, remember that the Seat of Judgment is also the Throne of Grace. As my word says Zion shall be 
redeemed with Judgment and her converts with Righteousness. The Lord of the Harvest must first be Lord of the 
laborers. When Joel's army is finished, Gideon's army will march. 


So this transition will redeem my Church and enable her to bring in my harvest of converts. The difference will be 
like night and day, it will be like death and life, it will be like these two pictures. 


These pictures are the before and after. The key difference is that the people in the second picture are using power. 
There is a large plume of black smoke coming from the threshing machine. Where there is smoke, there if FIRE, 
And where there is FIRE there is POWER! 


For I am sending down the FIRE and You shall have my POWER! 


Before you were like a car stuck in first gear 
After you will pull out on the open road and put the hammer down. 
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Before you were just getting off the runway, 
After you will pull back on the stick and light off the after burner like a Navy Blue Angel on takeoff. 


Before you were like a Star Trek ship putzing along on impulse power, 
After you will take it up to Warp 10! 


Before you gleaned handfuls, 
After you will harvest wagon loads. 


Before you sent out a few workers, like scouts or skirmishers, 
After you will mobilize entire divisions. 


Before your people did pretty much the same identical tasks, 
After they will operate in the unique ministries and roles I have created them for. 


Before you operated in natural strength like the people in the first picture can only gather what they can carry 
themselves, 

After you will be born of the spirit, move in supernatural power Like the people in the second picture have trucks, 
wagons and machines to allow them to do more than their own human strength would allow, so you will operate in 
supernatural grace and strength. You will move in my Power! 


Before you had short visits, and blessings and moves of my spirit, 
After I will pour out my spirit without measure. I will dwell among you on an ongoing basis. And you shall see the 
whole earth filled with my glory. 


Up to now, I have called you to fields that were open; to places where people were hungry for the gospel. Now I 
am calling you to places that are not open; where there is no hunger for the gospel; where they are even taught to 

reject the name of Jesus from childhood. To bring in my harvest from these fields will take my Power. The Power 
that I am about to give to my Church. 


All through history, the adversary has erected walls. Walls intended to keep my people out and my spirit from 
moving. But I say unto you. That they are only walls. They will fall in due time. The walls of Jericho were only walls, 
when the time came they fell. The Berlin wall was just a wall, it fell. The wall of China is falling even now. The walls 
of Mecca will fall shortly. The walls of the strongholds of Buddha, Krishna and Allah that keep the gospel from 
penetrating the 10-40 window will fall soon. But first the walls that separate my people one from another will fall. 
Then you will see the fire and walk in my Power 
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Policy And Commentary 


Bill Somers 


They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 
Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 
(John 8:4-5) 


Occasionally people ask me if we have kept track of what prophecies have come true and which ones 
have not. | never bother to do so. [It's too big a job anyway. ] 


We do not keep score on the prophets. 


It may be that every prophecy of disaster that never happens is a testimony of intercession that did 
happen. After all, Jonah's preaching would have been somewhat less effective, [understatement 
intended], had he spoken in terms of possibilities. 


When a prophecy is conditional, when there are some 'if clauses to it, we may not know what they are. 
The Lord may or may not expressly state the conditions to a prophecy. That's none of our business. 
Our job as prophets is to obey to the best of our abilities and give our ‘thus sayeth the Lord's 
regardless of the consequences, regardless of what happens and especially regardless of what 
others may think, say or do. The Lord is the one who keeps score. And that is based on our 
obedience, not our track record as prognosticators. As we know He looks at the heart, not the 
outward appearance. 


| don't think we need to be in the business of keeping score over who was right and who was wrong. 
[Lover covers a multitude of sins.] | don't have a problem when someone's word doesn't happen. Nor 
do | get upset when one article is doom and gloom and the next is sunshine and roses. Nor when they 
contradict each other, or even when they contradict themselves. [You can find contradictions in the 
Bible if you are looking for them.] 


| can spot the obvious flakes and errors, and attitude problems. [And some not so obvious, because 
of the training, [reflected in my own articles], that the Lord has put me through.] And | may still post 
some of those articles anyway, when there is merit that outweighs the problems. 


But | can not automatically discern what is of God, lest | operate in my own strength. For the most part, 
| have no discernment, unless God gives it to me. As Daniel said about dreams, interpretations 
belong to God. He had to wait for the interpretation to come to him. So it is with discernment. Often 
discernment does not come. [That doesn't mean we can't miss it by failing to wait!] 


| have my personal preferences, limitations and biases and these play a part in deciding what gets 
published here. That is to say, | have some favorite topics and writers, and also some topics and 
writers | avoid. This will mean that sometimes | miss something that should get published, and 
sometimes post some things not worth bothering with. | hope you understand this. The collection of 
material on End Time Prophetic Vision is not without editorial slant. But | do not delete portions of text 
that | disagree with. | publish what | feel is important, interesting or inspiring, [always adored 
alliteration] but it is still from my limited point of view. 


But as | said, For the most part, | have no discernment, unless God gives it to me. 


My understanding of the word is limited. The Word is not. To insist that things line up with the word 
may be to insist that they conform to my limited understanding of the word. The word of God 
understands me far better than | understand the Word. 


And | certainly do not want to sit in judgment, after the letter of the law, [that worketh death,] and put 
labels on people. That would firmly place me in the seat of the scornful, a place where, according to 
Psalm 1, you are sure to miss the blessing. 
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The Precious: Part 2 
by Bill Somers 


This article is a short follow up to my earlier article, The Precious. That article forms a foundation for what | am saying 
here. [Also see the article The How and the Therefore. ] 


The Lord gives us instruction, ‘line upon line, precept upon precept; here a little and there a little.’ Each new insight 
becomes the foundation for something more yet to come. 


So everything I've said so far is a preliminary. All this is the foundation for a word the Lord gave me in June and July of 92. 
A startling, exciting word, which he clearly spoke to me on two separate occasions. (The second time, he made sure | 
wrote it down.) 


That the martyrdom of the church would allow him to break the powers that keep Israel in blindness! 
Correspondingly, the martyrdom of a remnant of saints would allow him to break the powers that keep the 
church in blindness! 


So what is this supposed to mean? Lets look at some scriptures relating to blindness of Israel and of the Church. 


What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest 
were blinded. Romans. 11:7 


For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own 
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in Romans. 
11:25. 


These two verses from the book of Romans speak clearly of the blindness on Israel. The following passage refers to the 
children of Israel but can also apply to the Church 


Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: 

And not as Moses, [which] put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the 
end of that which is abolished: 

But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the 
old testament; which [vail] is done away in Christ. 

But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 2nd Corinthians 3: 12-16.. 


We find an interesting commentary on this section in Luke; it could even be inserted in the above text after verse 15. "... 
If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." (Luke 16:31). 
And of course the one who rose from the dead is Jesus, the Jewish Messiah! We believe it is proper to speak about 
blindness in the church because Jesus does in the Book of Revelation. In his rebuke to the Laodicean Church, which is 
the church of today, He says: 


Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that 
thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou 
mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with 
eyesalve, that thou mayest see Revelations. 3:17-18. 


The above quoted passage from 2nd Corinthians applies to the Church for several reasons. 
A. As Israel is a type of the Church, many verses that speak to or of Israel also make sense when applied to the Church. 
B. The passage clearly speaks of a blindness in terms of a vail over the mind or over the heart. 
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C. The blindness is related to understanding of the scriptures, especially the old testament but also the new. 

D. The mention of not being able 'to look to the end' speaks of not understanding end time prophecy. 

E. The references to the vail say that it is 'done away in Christ’ and 'when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken 
away'. The vail is removed, done away in Christ, in the spiritual but in the natural it awaits the turning or returning to the 
Lord before it can be finally removed. 


The vail of the Temple was removed at the death of Jesus. As Mathew. 27:51 says: "And, behold, the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;". 


The removal of these other vails will also require a death. What the Lord is saying is that the blindness, the veil, over 
Israel will be removed by a death, the death of the Church. The removal of the vail in Matt. 27:51 is a type. Just as Jesus 
death removed the vail in the natural temple, the death of the body of Christ, the Church, will remove the vail in the 
spiritual temple. 


But first the vail blinding the Church must be removed. And then, when the fulness of the Gentiles [the Church] is come 
in, Israel's blindness will be removed.. 


When the Church "shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be done away." This will happen when revival comes. But it will 
require martyrdom, perhaps extensive martyrdom on the part of the remnant of the Church. [See the Rick Joyner article, 
Onslaught Against the Church] That is the remnant that is praying for revival and discerning the times. 


When the nation of Israel "shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be done away." And they will look upon Him whom they 
pierced and cry "Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest." Mathew 21:9 


And so this concept is a key to the two major events of end time prophecy. The coming of the Lord and the coming of 
revival. The one event open and manifest, the other somewhat hidden in scripture. 


To phrase it another way, the coming of the Lord, the Day of the Lord is the coming of the Lord for and with his church. [ 
See Marvin Ford's vision of Heaven] The coming of revival, an invisible coming, is the coming of the Lord 'to' his church. 


Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up. 

After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he 
shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. Hosea 6:1-3 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


This Document last revised on October 12, 1996. 


THE PRECIOUS 


by Bill Somers 
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints." Ps. 116:15 


Jesus asked one of his disciples, "... Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake?" (John 13:38) 

In Mark 10:38 He asked"... can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with? 

Romans 12:1 asks us to present our bodies, a living sacrifice. 

1 John 3:16 tells us we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

In Rev. 2:10 we are told to be faithful unto death. 

In Rev. 2:13 we are reminded of the faithful martyr Antipas. 


Personally, I never expected to be caught away as an escape from persecution or tribulation. The Lord has told us 
to expect persecution and tribulation. These verses here are a strong indication that He expects us to be ready to 
give our lives for the Kingdom. After all we are not our own, but are purchased with His blood and must be at his 
disposal. If He requires our death, at any time, He should be obeyed without hesitation. We really don't even have 
the right to ask why! But there is a God in Heaven that reveals secrets! 


As I said, I never expected to be caught away as an escape from persecution or tribulation, I expect that somehow, 
somewhere I would die in the persecution! In John 7:16-17 we read "Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is 
not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself." This implies that the Lord reveals his will to the willing. That He opens an understanding 
of His Word to those who are ready to obey. 


Because of my willingness to obey Him in this, He has shown me something of Why the death of the saints precious 
to God? That is, that in some cases, MARTYRDOM CONTRIBUTES TO THE HARVEST. And of course the 
harvest is a major purpose of God. My first exposure to this idea came during a message I heard shortly after I got 
saved. Here it is. 


The following text is transcribed from a taped sermon given by T. George Koshy, an Indian national pastor. I hope 
you can excuse his awkward English, which I try to quote as correctly as I can. This was given at Reserve Church, 
Nov 17, 1985. Brother Koshy was preaching on Living in Holiness. The text was Daniel 9:20-23. This is how he 
closed his message. 


"Brothers and sisters, circumstances which we are in, its not favorable for you and me to serve the Lord. But don't 
blame the circumstances. In the midst of the strained circumstances, you and I can take a stand for God. 

I think 6 or 7 years ago, in a state in the northern border of India, that state passed a law against worship. That 
means if I convert a man from Hindu to Christianity, that means the government can fine me three thousand rupees 
and put me in the prison. 

In that state an around 18 year old girl, a tribal Hindu girl, accepted Jesus as her personal savior. 

Her mom, dad, brothers and sisters; all the relatives, all the tribe of people tried their best to bring her back to her 
old religion. She said "No, I'm not going to deny my Jesus, I'm going to serve Him!" 

The entire tribe of people gathered in one open place and brought this girl. They tried to persuade her to deny Jesus. 
She said no. They hanged her upside down on a tree. They beat her up. Then her father, mother, brothers, sisters, 
everybody implored her, "Please! Deny Jesus!" She said "NO!" 

They put enough wood and things underneath, and put the fire on that wood, while she was hanging, burned and 
give her life for Jesus. 

It is easy for me to say that. If the same thing happened to me I don't know how I'm going to stand and face.... 
Brothers and sisters, the entire tribe is in Pentecost right now. 
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While she was burning, heaven will be calling her 'thou art greatly beloved.' 

Brothers and sisters, take a stand. If you have to give your life, don't hesitate, don't turn back. Tradition says when 
they tried to hang Peter, he escaped. But then he came back and said, "Hang me upside down, let me kiss the foot 
of my master, and I'll die." 

If that happened today, ... how many will say ... I'm going to give my life ... for the one who hanged on the cross ... 
and gave his life for me. And heaven will say, 'thou art greatly beloved’. 

My prayer, ... there was a prophecy towards me when I received the baptism. 'God will send me around the world 
as a witness’... that happened ... and second, 'T'll be slain for the sake of the Gospel!’ And I pray every day, God, if 
I'm going to go through that kind of torture, ... give me the grace not to deny ... but to give my life ...." 


I have included some ... pauses ... in my transcription of the tape to indicate the emotional content of Koshy's closing 
remarks. All of us there were very touched by depth of feeling he showed. 


One comment of his stayed with me, though he quickly passed over it. And it seemingly went unnoticed by the 
congregation. That was when he said, "Brothers and sisters, the entire tribe is in Pentecost right now." This is to say, 
they all have been saved and baptized in the Holy Ghost! How or why was never mentioned. Yet here is a case 
where martyrdom apparently contributed to a harvest of souls! 


Jim Elliot and four other American missionaries were killed in the late 1950's on an outreach to the Auca tribe in 
Ecuador, South America. Subsequently, the entire tribe converted to Christianity. And the very first converts were 
the men who had killed the missionaries. These missionaries gave their lives in a futile attempt to evangelize a tribe of 
savages. Their mission was apparently a total failure! Yet their deaths contributed to a harvest, for that tribe totally 
converted to Christ! Now why or how does this happen? 


Here is another case. From Last of the Giants by George Otis page 157 
Divine Visitations in Algeria 


In the early 1980's, a truly remarkable incident took place in a North African village located some 125 miles east of 
the city of Algiers. According to testimony, on one unforgettable night in 1983 - with no prior warning and for no 
immediately discernible reason - God sovereignty descended upon this coastal township with gracious bounty. 
Moving from house to house, and communicating through a combination of dreams, visions and angelic visitations. 
He did not rest until every member of this Muslim community was properly introduced to His only begotten Son, 
Jesus. As might be expected, come daybreak, nearly every villager had a story to tell. 


As the Holy Spirit lingered and these simple citizens managed to piece together the magnitude of what had happened 
to them, a sense of spiritual awe settled over the entire village. In the weeks that followed, their conclusions led to a 
dramatic wholesale conversion involving some 400 to 450 Muslim villagers - a nearly eighteen fold increase in the 
size of the Algerian national church! 


When amazed mission workers, who had had no direct involvement in this extraordinary development, began to 
investigate possible reasons for this sovereign visitation, they came across a stunning piece of information. It was at 
virtually this very site that, in June 1315, Raymond Lull, a Spanish missionary from Majorca, had been stoned to 
death by frenzied Muslims after preaching in the open market. 


The blood of martyrs, it has often been said, represents the seed of the Church. Lull, who is generally considered to 
be the first missionary to the Muslims, certainly believed this. In his book, "The Tree of Life", he wrote that Islamic 
strongholds are best conquered "by love and prayers, and the pouring out of tears and blood." In retrospect, it 
appears that it was precisely this formula that summoned the recent supernatural events in Algeria. Falling into the 
ground on that summer day in the fourteenth century, the seed of Raymond Lull's poured-out life was subsequently 
watered by the tears of generations of pious intercessors. 


Faithfully tending their cause, these saints waited patiently until, some time in the late twentieth century, the golden 
vials of heaven overflowed and God was released to summon forth fruit in its due season. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Adding even more luster to this marvelous story is the fact that it has apparently triggered a book of Acts - style 
revival throughout other parts of Algeria, which continues to this day. During the summer of 1990, I had the high 
privilege of meeting with several dozen former Muslims who had come to faith in Christ within the previous eighteen 
months. Nearly all reported some type of supernatural intervention. Churches are spreading like wildfire, particularly 
among the Habyle Berber people living in and around the Atlas Mountains. One recent Arabic speaking visitor 
described as many as several thousand new believers meeting for Bible studies and marathon prayer sessions in 
homes and on mountaintops. 


(on page 247) 


On a recent trip to Rochester, New York, I spoke with a middle aged missionary who in the late 1960's led a team 
of young Americans in prayer on the very site of Raymond Lull's fourteenth century martyrdom in Algeria. Praying 
that God would redeem the seed of Raymond Lull's poured out life and send a move of His Spirit, the team helped 
to lay the groundwork for a sovereign outpouring of divine grace fewer than twenty years down the road. How and 
why does this happen? 


George Otis's explanation is that "strongholds are best conquered "by love and prayers, and the pouring out of tears 
and blood." 


In the late 1980's the Exodus II movement began under the leadership of Steve Lightle. One day in '88 the Lord 
showed him he would be involved with the harvest in Arabia! 


I shared this one day with an Arab Christian minister from Kuwait. According to this prophecy, Steve Lightle was 
told he would one day preach the gospel in Mecca. Abdul Rahman (not his real name) told me that in the 1920's a 
Christian had penetrated Mecca and had actually gotten into the Kaba (a famous shrine) to pray. The Muslims found 
him there and killed him on the spot. (No further details were offered.) 


I expressed a belief that the Lord would somehow honor that death and make use of it. He replied that the shed 
blood of the saints is never wasted. 


Has this unknown 'Martyr of Mecca! become the seed for a future outpouring of the Spirit, following the same 
pattern as in the Algerian village? Do those who are interceding for the Muslims water this seed? Are both of these 
contributing to a future harvest, fulfilling the prophecy given to Steve Lightle? I believe so. 


It looks like, whenever Satan kills one of God's people, it costs him something. 


American missionary David Hogan, heading up Freedom Ministries, based in Laredo Texas, is a man moving in the 
anointing of a pioneer apostle. The Lord has used him, like Paul, in numerous miracles, especially raising the dead. 
Hogan in fact, claims to have lost count of the number of times he has raised the dead. His testimony includes an 
interesting incident related to our topic. While traveling on foot to a remote Mexican village his party was suddenly 
accosted by a pair of communist gunmen. His immediate proclamation went something like this. 'Devil, if you kill me, 
I'm claiming 100 more just like me to come take my place!’ 


The gunmen lowered their arms and disappeared into the brush! Every time the devil kills one of God's people, it 
costs him something. Apparently, in this case, being confronted first hand with this high cost, the devil backed off. 


Jesus gave his disciples authority over all the power of the enemy. He gave us the power to bind and loose in 
spiritual warfare. Scripture teaches us to use the authority of His Name over the forces of Satan. Experience shows 
that this works, when the anointing is there. 


Jesus also taught that when a strong man is bound his house can be entered and his goods taken. In the cases above, 
the Algerian village, the Hindu tribe and the American Indian tribe were all harvested. They were harvested in a total 
and dramatic fashion that indicates a spiritual breakthrough. These souls were taken away from the strong men, 
demonic rulers, who formerly held them captive. Somehow martyrdom contributed to these harvests. 


We know that prayer can bind the strongman, but is there scripture showing that martyrdom can do so? We see that 
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it is highly effective, even crucial in some cases. So how and why does this happen? My speculation is that the 'death 
of the saints’, plus prayer, gives the Lord a reason to move. It provides justification for bringing judgment on the 
demonic powers. ("Ye shall die like men" Ps. 82:7). And clearly demonic powers have to be broken for this type of 
harvest to occur. 


Suzette Hattingh (a teacher on intercessory prayer) gives the example of a policeman signaling for a truck to stop, as 
an example of authority in spiritual warfare. The prayer warrior, dressed in the armor of God, is like the policeman in 
his uniform. His authority is obvious because he is wearing the uniform. The Truck driver knows that he will be in a 
lot of trouble if he ignores the policeman and fails to stop. 


Now consider what kind of trouble the trucker is in if he runs over the policeman and kills him! Every cop in town 
will be after him! If you translate this into the spiritual realm you can see what this means. This illustrates the power 
and effect of martyrdom. The Devil is in big trouble whenever he kills one of the saints. Whenever Satan kills one of 
God's people, it's going to cost him something sooner or later. 


The scriptural key to the effect of martyrdom is as He says in Romans 12, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine 
enemy hunger, feed him; ifhe thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good." (Romans 12:19-21) 


More simply put, Martyrdom gives place to wrath. And then eventually vengeance comes. And then harvest comes. 
"Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord, I will repay." This verse is so often taken as a warning to the believer not to 
avenge himself. But look to the second part, "I will repay" and see that as one of God's promises! HE WILL 
REPAY! Not he might, and not he ought to and not he'll think about it. He WILL repay! You know our battles are 
not with flesh and blood, our enemy is spiritual. It is the vengeance that the Lord executes in the spiritual realm that 
breaks enemy strongholds, and brings such glorious results. 


And so this summarizes my understanding of how martyrdom contributes to the harvest. I am reminded of the words 
of Medhi Dibaj, the recent Iranian martyr who said: "It is a terrible waste for a Christian to die a natural 
death! 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Prophetic Tears 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead, Ohio, USA 


June 2007 


Shalom Aleichem 

Several Years back, | had an experience with Prophetic Tears. As it turned out, it was not to be my 
last. We happened to be listening to a recording of Shalom Aleichem done as an instrumental by 
David Grisman and Andy Statman. The tune is a slow and very melancholy traditional Jewish song. All 
of a sudden | had an overwhelming urge to cry. The experience was much like the burden some 
people get during intercessory prayer. It would come back on me, for a season, every time | heard this 
recording. | Knew in my spirit that | was sharing the tears of our Father in Heaven for the sufferings of 
the Jewish people throughout the ages. Much of this suffering has been at the hands of the church. 


Yerushalayim Shel Zahav - Jerusalem Of Gold 

About a year and a half ago, just before the Hezbollah war broke out, | found myself weeping over 
Jerusalem the same way. There is an Israeli song, Jerusalem of Gold which | heard quoted on the 
Paul Wilbur CD Shalom Jerusalem. Being curious about this song, | discovered that there is a web 
site devoted to it. http:/Avww.jerusalemofgold.co.il/ 


This site conveys background information, lyrics and links to recordings and midi files of the music. 
This song was especially composed for a 1967 Israel Song Festival, Forty years ago, just before the 
6 Day War. | found that merely reading the story behind this song caused me to weep. This was 
prophetic, intercessory weeping over Jerusalem and for the Jewish state in Israel. 


Weeping For America 

| have also had the same burden to weep for America. There have been many prophecies about the 
USA being defeated in war and invaded by foreign troops. | had been thinking about how this would 
be a new situation for the US as she has enjoyed God’s protection from such invasions all through her 
history. Then the Lord reminded me that we have in fact had enemy troops on our soil. This was twice 
in our history, in 1812 and during our revolutionary war, 1775-1783. 


Realizing this, | then had a great desire to study the History of the American Revolution, seeing that 
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the situation would be similar. In 2000, a movie called The Patriot was released. When | viewed it at 
our local movie house, | made sure to take a good handful of tissues with me, as | knew | would be 
crying at some point during the film. What | found interesting was the parts that moved me to tears. It 
was not when the enemy committed atrocities against the civilian population, nor when they murdered 
prisoners of war, nor when major characters in the story were killed. What made me weep was when 
the Americans were urged or expressed a desire to stand up for what they believed in, and resist the 
enemy. One character, a pastor of a church, said God had called him to shepherd the flock and that 
sometimes that meant you had to drive off the wolves! It was sentiments like that which had me 
breaking out in tears. 


More recently, | find my self weeping when | hear American patriotic music. This was especially strong 
when | heard a barbershop quartet do a rendition of Stars and Stripes Forever. This is a famous 
march by John Philip Sousa. [I never knew there were lyrics to it!] 


Another song that brings on the tears is Lee Greenwood’s God Bless The USA. One of the lines 
goes: Cause the flag still stands for freedom and they can’t take that away. When | hear this line, | 
find my self saying, Oh Yes they can! If these prophecies come to pass, they will take away our 
freedom and the Stars and Stripes won't be here forever. 


All this shows me, if nothing else would, the seriousness of the hour for Israel, The Church, and the 
USA. | have long realized that Israel is a type of the Church and also of The USA. This means that 
certain events in one will have a parallel in the others. As we know that Judgment needs to begin at 
the House of God, it may well begin in all three of these at once. But if the Stars and Stripes won't be 
here forever, we know that the Kingdom of God will. 
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Resume for: 


William H. (Bill) Somers Jr. 

6195 St. Rt. 95. 

Mt. Gilead, OH 43338 

1-419-768-2043 Email: wsomers@etpv.org 


Employment History: 

01/04 — 12/05 

Anu Resources 

5640 Frantz Road, Ste 200 

Dublin OH 43017 

614-652-2700 
Anu Resources is a temp agency for IT workers. | worked there on and off doing computer and software installations 
and technical support for a large corporate client. Also 14 months as a help desk analyst. 


02/04 
Calltech Communications LLC 
4335 Equity Drive 
Columbus OH 43228 
614-621-7746 
| worked at Calltech for 3 weeks training for Tech Support of DSL internet users. 


6/03 - 1/04 

RGIS Inventory Specialists District 29 Office 

380 North Main St Suite L101 

Mansfield OH 44902 

1-419-526-1745 
RGIS is Retail Grocery Inventory Systems. | worked there on and off taking inventory in stores with a barcode 
scanner. 


7/01 — 1/03 
Adecco 

45 E. Winter St. 
Delaware OH 43015 
1-800-251-2342 


Adecco is an employment company. | took a variety of short term assignments with them. These included 
receptionist, volunteer coordinator at a mid sized hospital, general office, accounts payable, purchasing, 
administrative and inside sales jobs. 


1/99 - 7/01 

King Office Service Inc 
165 West Third St. 
Mansfield OH 44901 
1-419-522-4001 


King Office Service [KOSI] custom builds their own brand of PC and services a wide variety of PC's, printers, 
copiers, and cash registers. They install and maintain many small and midsize networks for any size business, 
working with Windows, Novell Netware, Unix and Linux systems. KOSI is also an Internet Service Provider. 
Duties here included in-shop and field service of PC's, Printers, and small networks; especially involving tape 
backup systems and internet support. Also provided help desk style tech support to call in customers. 


10/84 - 8/98 

Tomba Communications & Electronics 
718 Barataria Boulevard 

Marrero, LA 70072 

1-504-340-2448 


Tomba primarily is a Motorola Service Station. Tomba is in sales, installation and service of Motorola 
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Communications equipment and accessories and personal computer systems and Networks. Duties involve 
installation, programming and repair of a wide variety of base and mobile radio equipment; installation and 
maintenance of Trunking Radio systems, radio-telephone interconnect and phone/patch systems and 
CentraCom dispatch consoles; instrumentation and alarm systems; closed circuit TV; and 911 telephone 
systems, PBX's and dispatch consoles. 

Personal Computers. Normal duties include use of PC's for programming radio equipment. Also experienced in 
troubleshooting, repair, configuring and upgrading personal computer systems. 


1/71 - 9/84 

Communications, Engineering & Supply Inc. 
4224 Dix-Toledo Road Lincoln Park MI 48146 
1-313-388-0076 


This firm maintains Motorola Communications equipment and systems for various commercial and local 
government accounts. Duties involved installing two-way mobile radios, base stations and accessories. Repair of 
VHF and UHF radio equipment and accessories by troubleshooting to component level; radio dispatched road 
service and bench work; dealing with customers on the phone, in the shop and at their place of business; 
occasional selling of parts and estimating job costs. 


1/67 - 10/70 
U. S. Navy: Radioman 2nd Class Honorable Discharge 


Served at Naval Communications Stations at Guam and Honolulu. Also on board the USS Arlington. Worked as 
ship to shore radio operator and message handler using Morse Code and teletype with several types of radio 
equipment; held "Top Secret Cryptographic" security clearance and operated several kinds of crypto equipment; 
served as assistant and later as supervisor in a small communications shop; provided on-the-job training for 4-5 
men.. 


Certifications: 


A Plus Certified Service Technician [Personal Computers] 

This certification is given by the Computing Technology Industry Association [CompTIA] certification program. 
Date: 5-20-1999 

Certified Communications Technician. [Personal / Two Way Communications] 

This certification is given by the Personal Communications Industry Association, and is based on previously 
holding a First Class FCC RadioTelephone License. 


Education: 


University of Phoenix in Business Management. Earned 4.0 in three courses with overall 3.7 GPA 
Michigan State University, East Lansing MI Three years study earning 130 quarter hours 

Major Philosophy, Minor Mathematics & Social Science 

George C. Shafer High School [No longer in existence] Graduated, College Prep. 

Southgate School Board, Southgate MI 48195 


Other Skills And Experience: 


Extensive experience with Microsoft Word. Also quite experienced with Excel, and PageMaker. Some 
experience with Access, QuickBooks and SAP/R3. Highly Experienced with Email and have used Internet for 
many years. | have a very large site on the World Wide Web [http://www.etpv.org] that requires writing, editing 
and proofreading skills. Experienced with personal computers since 1980. 
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Revival In Israel Sooner Or Later 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


www.etpv.org 
Jan 2009 


Heinz’ Law of Eschatology says: For any given topic in end time bible prophecy there are 
57 Varieties of opinion. 


This essay will take a look at some of the ins and outs of various end time theories as they bear on 
revival in Israel and the Return of the Lord. If you hear some saying ouch, it’s that we may well step on 
some toes in our treatment of this issue. It will not be an exhaustive treatment, but more in the way of 
exploration and speculation. [An exhaustive treatment would be exhausting and probably never get 
written.] 


Israel Closed To The Gospel 

Years ago | was blessed by a set of teaching tapes done by Ralph Mahoney on the subject of Spiritual 
Influences on the Mind. Mahoney is one of those known as missionary statesmen. This would be like 
an apostle to the missionaries. A missionary himself in his early years, he went on to become a trainer 
and executive leader of missionaries. 


A great part of the teaching had to do with spiritual influences of demonic princes determining whether 
a given country or region was open to the gospel. Missionary administrators have to determine which 
areas are open and which are not open for efficient deployment of their missionaries and their 
monies. Then he took time to lament the fact that a disproportionate number if the church’s resources 
were spent on missions in Israel, which was and is still closed to the gospel. And he noted that in 
terms of results, much of these resources should be sent somewhere else. In other words, a lot of the 
missionaries sent and money spent in Israel was a waste of effort. 


That is not meant to say we shouldn't be working in Israel. But if you are in Israel, please be sure that’s 
where you are called to be. Keep in mind the saying, Some were called, some were sent, others just 
packed up and went. 


Romans 11:28 tells us that they are enemies of the Gospel. 


Romans 11:28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching 
the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 


While Romans 11:16 indicates that all Israel will be saved. 


Romans 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 


So for now, Israel is closed to the Gospel, but at some point all Israel will be saved. This has to mean 
there will come a point when the situation is turned around and Israel becomes open to the Good 
News Of The Kingdom Of God. The question is when? Sooner or later it will happen, when and how it 
will happen is the main focus of our discussion. 


Theories, Theories, Theories Everywhere 


Several theories | have come across recently suggest that the revival in Israel comes at the beginning 
of the tribulation. Just when this ‘tribulation’ begins or how long it lasts are points of disagreement. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Some say 7 years, some say 3 and a half, some say it depends. But most agree there is going to be 
a time of tribulation of some kind. Remember Heinz’ Law. 


All Israel Saved At The Beginning of the Tribulation 


This theory is very widespread. It goes like this. A somewhat literal reading of Revelation 14:1-5 is 
seen as the Lord appearing with the 144,000 servants of God mentioned in Revelation 7:3-8, 12,000 
from each tribe, in the city of Jerusalem on the hill called Mount Zion. So this is taken to mean a revival 
in Israel. Then this revival in Israel produces a great wave of evangelism so that the Gospel is 
preached through all the world. This world wide preaching of the Gospel is one of the conditions that 
must be met before the end will come, as explained in Matthew 24. 


Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 


While one view is that this 144,000 is a remnant of the Jews there is another view that is held by 
some, especially Messianic Jewish believers. This view is that the revival seen in Revelation 14 is the 
point when ‘All Israel’ gets saved. 

Here are the key verses from Romans 11. 


Romans 11:15 For if the casting away of them {\srael] be the reconciling of the world, what 
shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? 


Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 


The reference, as it is written, points to Isaiah 59. 


Isaiah 59:20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD. 


There are some who balk at this idea of All Israel saved. We hear talk of only a remnant saved, or 
mention that individual Jews can be saved but they must repent first, just like anyone else. Verse 23 
mentions that they cannot remain in unbelief and still be restored. 


Romans 11:23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is 
able to graff them in again. 


Yet verse 26 says the deliverer shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob [Israel] To show exactly how it 
is that ‘all Israel’ gets saved this scripture from Zechariah is usually cited. 


Zechariah 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 


Here we see a mention of the spirit of grace and of supplications. This is the Holy Spirit, the Deliverer 
of Zion, which gives the people the grace to repent and to intercede. Since this grace is given to the 
house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, we understand that to mean Israel. This is 
what makes it possible for ‘all Israel’ to repent and be saved at once. 
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Keep in mind that this can refer to literal sight, that is, physical seeing and to spiritual sight which is 
understanding. At this time they cannot see him physically because he has risen to heaven and sits at 
the Father’s right hand. Secondly, they cannot see him with their understanding because of the 
blindness mentioned in Romans 11. So when blindness is removed, spiritual sight is granted. And by 
this grace, Israel can make supplication, or in simpler language, make prayers of repentance. 


Why is this needed? Let’s jump over here to Matthew 23 we see where Jesus says he will not return 
till his people pray and ask him to. 


Matthew 23:39 For I say unto you, [speaking to Jerusalem] Ye shall not see me henceforth, 
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


How did this blindness get there? One view is that the blindness came because Israel missed their 
time of visitation. A close reading of Romans 11 however shows that it was there all along. 


Romans 11:7-8 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. 


Here you see in verse 8, where is says as it is written, a reference to a verse in Deuteronomy 29 that 
supports the idea that it was there all along. 


Deuteronomy 29:4 Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, 
and ears to hear, unto this day. 


Let’s keep moving along with this theory that all Israel is saved at the beginning of the tribulation. Life 
from the dead [Romans 11:15] is seen to be the revival of “Israel” to fulfill her national calling. This 
Calling is to be a light to the nations. The nations are the gentiles and thereby the 144,000 are those 
who will evangelize the world. And so the gospel of the kingdom is preached to all the world. And the 
harvest of the gentiles is completed. Then the end comes as Jesus returns and sets up a kingdom to 
rule from Jerusalem for 1000 years. 


See: Revival Redemption and Return of the Lord http:/Awww.etpv.org/2008/rrnrotl.html by Bill Somers 


One problem with this is how the Lord is Revealing Himself to the Jews. According to Romans 11:25 
this requires the removal of the blindness. This is in turn requires the fullness of the gentiles. If the 
fullness of the Gentiles speaks of the harvest of the gentiles, then the above scenario is a case of 
circular reasoning. That is they are saying in effect that the fullness of the gentiles yields a removal of 
the blindness. This produces the revival in Israel which brings about the fullness of the gentiles. 
Naturally there is a way around this if you claim that the fullness of the gentiles means something 
other than the harvest of the gentiles as is commonly thought. Remember Heinz’ Law. 


Now we are going to focus on the idea of “All Israel Shall Be Saved” and the setting whereby this 
happens at the end of the tribulation. 


All Israel Saved At The End of the Tribulation 


A Spiritual reading of Revelation 14:1-5 would see it as depicting revival coming to the Church at the 
beginning of the tribulation, not to ‘all Israel’ or even part of Israel. In this case, Mt. Zion is the church, 
as in Hebrews 12:22-23. And the 144,000 are followers of the Lamb, Jesus. They are Jews and 
Gentiles from every group and denomination including the outcasts of Israel. 


This does not rule out any sort of revival in Israel to come at any time. We certainly welcome any move 
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of God in Israel. All we are saying is that Revelation 14:1-5 is not interpreted as applying to natural 
Israel. 


This view sees it as linked to other passages which show the same event from differing vantages or 
express it in differing language. Some of these links are Revelation 12:10, Revelation 11: 15-17, 
Psalm 2:6, Isaiah 28:16, Zechariah 4:7 and others. All of these relate to the Kingdom of God. In this 
view, the church does not usher in the Kingdom, the church does not expand the kingdom, and the 
church does not establish the kingdom. Rather the church becomes the kingdom by way of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the Revelation of Jesus Christ. We are still living in the days when 
there was no king is ‘Israel’ and every man did what was right in his own eyes. When the King comes, 
we can say, Our God Reigns. This is the Gospel of the Kingdom mentioned in Matthew 24. 


Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 


The Gospel: Good News and Glad Tidings for all peoples. 


The Gospel of the Kingdom has two expressions. One is the Promise of Salvation to all peoples in 
terms of saying there is a kingdom Coming. 
It speaks of ‘salvation ready to be revealed in the last days.’ 


1 Peter 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 


After it is revealed in the last days, i.e. the Revelation of Jesus Christ, the Gospel will have a new 
expression. It will say “Our God Reigns” as those end time saints go forth proclaiming this good news. 
They have the lovely feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of Peace. And this is what truly 
enables world wide evangelization. 


In the first expression, we say, like Jesus did, repent for the kingdom is at hand. In the second, we say 
the kingdom is now here. 


Opposition To The Spiritual Approach 
This whole approach is shunned by dispensationalists, i.e. pre-tribulationists, because it puts the 
church in the tribulation period. Any hint of such an approach triggers a ‘don’t go there’ reaction. 


It is also loathed by messianic believers for several reasons. First is spiritualizes ‘Israel’ which can 
lead to a doctrine of demons called ‘replacement theology;’ a theory that leaves natural Israel out in 
the cold. Second, it puts off the salvation of ‘all Israel’ to the end of the tribulation, meaning that Israel 
would never fulfill her national calling to be a light to the nations and that she will remain an enemy of 
the gospel till the very day Jesus returns. And third, it undercuts the view that Jesus will set up a literal 
physical Kingdom, with it’s capitol in Jerusalem when it’s all over. And finally it sidesteps the issue of 
Israel’s right to inherit the land promised to it in the bible. 


Israel Saved At The End: A Quick Summary 


Revival in The church. 

Church evangelizes the world. 

Fullness of the Gentiles. Romans 11:25 

Israel’s Blindness removed Romans 11:25 

Israel receives the Spirit of grace and supplication Zechariah 12:10. 

Israel calls on the name of the Lord and Jesus returns Matthew 23:39 
Resurrection of the dead Romans 11:15 

Jesus and the armies of heaven fight the battle at Armageddon. Revelation 19:19 
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Zechariah 12:10 Linked to the Second Coming 
In the earlier discussion we looked at how it is that ‘all Israel’ gets saved, quoting from Zechariah. 


Zechariah 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 


This indeed shows the means for All Israel being saved. But we also need to look at other cross 
references here that speak of the Second Coming. These following verses provide a picture of the 
Second Coming. 


This shows him coming in the clouds. 


Matthew 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 


This one tells us that when he comes in the clouds, everyone shall see him, especially those which 
pierced him, at the crucifixion, his own Jewish people. 


Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 


And then the mention of they also which pierced him takes us right to Zechariah 12:10 which 
mentions me whom they have pierced. So the work of the spirit of Grace and Supplications that is 
needed to bring about the salvation of ‘all Israel’ is directly tied to nothing less than the Second 
Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. And this places the salvation of ‘all Israel’ right at the end of the 
tribulation. 


Tie in to Romans 11 to Matthew 23:39 


Matthew 23:39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


Romans 11:11-12 

11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 


Romans 11:15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead? 


Here the argument is that if the receiving of them i.e. the salvation of Israel, comes at the Second 
Coming, then the phrase /ife from the dead is the resurrection. 


Romans 11:25-26 

25 For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
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Romans 11:27 For this is my covenant unto them, when | shall take away their sins. 


Battle of Armageddon 
The Battle of Armageddon is laid out in these three quotes. 


This shows all the world coming against Israel. 


Zechariah 12:2-3 

2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when 
they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 

3 And in that day will | make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden 
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered 
together against it. 


This shows where they are gathered to battle. 


Revelation 16:16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue 
Armageddon. 


This shows that all those gathered to battle against Jerusalem, are there to fight against ‘Him that sat 
on the horse,’ Jesus. 


Revelation 19:19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered 
together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 


There are many who will not like this scenario and present alternate views. Remember Heinz’ Law. 
There are many who don't like the idea that ‘all Israel’ will be saved. And others who don’t want to 
believe that the hope of Israel is deferred to the very end of this tribulation, also Known as Jacob’s 
trouble. 


This is why you can find endless quibbling about who is Israel, who is a Jew, or what does ‘all Israel’ 
mean. What about the lost tribes? And some are saying the fullness of the gentiles refers to the times 
of the gentiles. 


Further consequences for the church 

Questions we need to ask. 

Does the blindness get removed because the Holy Spirit comes? Or Does the Holy Spirit come 
because the blindness is removed? 


What is the fullness of the gentiles? And what is the fullness of Israel? Besides the notion of ‘full 
number’, the context of Romans 11 seem to indicate that fullness means their sa/vation. In Genesis 
48, Jacob prophesies over Ephraim. The Hebrew word there for multitude is also translated fullness, 
elsewhere in the Hebrew old testament. 


Genesis 48:19 And his father refused, and said, | know it, my son, | know it: he also shall 
become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater 
than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. 


This idea of salvation here is linked to the idea of a multitude; we are speaking of the salvation of a 
multitude or large quantity of nations or gentiles. 


Romans 11:11-12 
11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 
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12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 


In these verses, their fall is contrasted with their fullness, so fullness speaks of restoration or salvation. 
What if they had not fallen? Then salvation would not have been available to the gentiles. If they knew 
Him to be their Messiah, they would not have had him crucified, and then there would be no 
redemption for mankind. 


While there is a promise that ‘all Israel’ shall be saved, there is no similar promise that ‘all gentiles’ will 
be saved. Still we see that the Gospel must be preached to all the world, and this fullness of the 
gentiles must have ‘come in to remove the blindness’. So if it is not all the gentiles, then it has to be 
some number gentiles. It has to be a vast multitude from every tribe and nation, still it is some number 
that has to be reached. 


In the book of Revelation, when sixth seal is mentioned, there is a clue. Here it is saying the return of 
the Lord, to avenge his martyrs, must await the fulfillment of the rest of the martyrs that should be 
killed. There is a certain number to be fulfilled. That is a certain quantity. 


Revelation 6:9-11 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 


Let’s spell this out very carefully. The request to Judge and Avenge in Revelation 6:10 is talking about 
the second coming of Jesus. Here it is seen in 2 Thessalonians where the bible tells of vengeance 
happening at the return of the Lord. 


2 Thessalonians 1:6-8 

6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 
7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, 

8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: 


So all this is to say there is a ‘certain number’ of martyrs that must be fulfilled before Jesus returns. 
While Romans 11:25 is saying there is a ‘certain number’ of Gentiles that must be fulfilled before 
Jesus returns. When you phrase it that way, the connection becomes very clear. 


Is fullness of the martyrs then the fullness of the gentiles? And when that number is reached, will the 
Lord say Vengeance Is Mine, | will repay. 


Romans 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it 
is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. 


If the fullness of the martyrs means the fullness of the gentiles, many will be quite unhappy with the idea 
that the church goes through the tribulation only to be martyred at the end. On the other hand, this 
means the martyrdom of the church which is fullness of the gentiles brings about the revival in Israel, 
and in turn this leads to the Return of Christ. This is something we should look forward to and be glad 
in. 
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All this reasoning involves long chains of logic. If any one of them proves to be a weak link, then the 
whole idea falls apart. Remember Heinz’ Law. Still this is what the Lord has shown me, as far as | 
understand it, and there are confirmations of it given in other articles | have written. Consider that the 
whole discussion beginning in Romans 10 has a conclusion in the use of the word therefore in 
Romans 12:1. 


Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. 


Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 


And this leads to the conclusion of Romans 12, a promise and a prophecy. 


Romans 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it 
is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. 
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Road to Armageddon 


Bill Somers 


News ltem: 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat said Sunday that his people, locked in running street battles with 
Israelis, would remain resolute until Palestinians won sovereignty over Jerusalem. 


News Item: 

Communications Minister Binyamin Ben Eliezer, told reporters that Israel has lost its peace partner 
and must therefore establish a unity government to prepare for major challenges ahead. He said he 
found it "difficult to believe that Arafat is going to abandon his new strategy of bringing about a 
Palestinian state by blood and fire." 


Here is that strategy in a nutshell: 
War for Jerusalem: Battle Plan 


Step 1 Find a pretext for increasing the level of the violence [war] 

Step 2 Increase it till the enemy is compelled to respond with [increasingly] harsh force. [Disregard 
your own losses; once the enemy can no longer respond you have won.] 

Step 3 Call for outside help and use the enemy response to: Go to step 1. 

As long as outside help continues to come and outside intervention does not come, you will eventually 
overcome the enemy. 


Comment: 
One potential source of outside intervention is the USA. If and when the USA is unable to intervene, 
that leaves only one other source. 


Selah 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Righteousness Peace And Joy The Gospel Of The 
Kingdom 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


October 2008 


This essay will be a continuing look at the Gospel of the Kingdom as presented in the Old Testament, 
that is, The Law and The Prophets. 


We started to look at this topic in an earlier teaching, Gospel Of The Kingdom 
[http:/Awww.etpv.org/2008/gotk.html] 


We will focus on the question: What is the Gospel? And touch on the nature of the Kingdom. Also we'll 
consider what difference there is between saying: The Kingdom of God is at hand, and saying: Our 
God Reigns. 


What got this discussion going was the raised by this verse from Acts 28: 


Acts 28:23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his 
lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them 
concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till 
evening. 


Paul was teaching the Kingdom of God from the Old Testament. How would he do that, and what 
scripture would he use? 


Gospel Definitions 


Gospel 

A word of Anglo-Saxon origin, and meaning “God's spell”, i.e., word of God, or rather, according to 
others, “good spell”, i.e., good news. It is the rendering of the Greek evangelion, i.e., “good 
message.” It denotes 

(1.) “the welcome intelligence of salvation to man as preached by our Lord and his followers. 

(2.) It was afterwards transitively applied to each of the four histories of our Lord's life, published by 
those who are therefore called 'Evangelists', writers of the history of the gospel (the evangelion). 

(3.) The term is often used to express collectively the gospel doctrines; and ‘preaching the gospel is 
often used to include not only the proclaiming of the good tidings, but the teaching men how to avail 
themselves of the offer of salvation, the declaring of all the truths, precepts, promises, and 
threatenings of Christianity.” It is termed “the gospel of the grace of God” (Act_20:24), “the gospel of 
the kingdom” (Mat_4:23), “the gospel of Christ” (Rom_1:16), “the gospel of peace (Eph_6:15), “the 
glorious gospel,” “the everlasting gospel,” “the gospel of salvation” (Eph_1:13). 


66 


Easton's Bible Dictionary 


Gospel 

gospel (Tò evayyéAlov, tó euaggélion ): The word gospel is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word which 
meant “the story concerning God.” In the New Testament the Greek word euaggelion, means “good 
news.” It proclaims tidings of deliverance. The word sometimes stands for the record of the life of our 
Lord (Mar_1:1), embracing all His teachings, as in Act_20:24. But the word “gospel” now has a 
peculiar use, and describes primarily the message which Christianity announces. “Good news’ is its 
significance. It means a gift from God. It is the proclamation of the forgiveness of sins and sonship 
with God restored through Christ. It means remission of sins and reconciliation with God. The gospel 
is not only a message of salvation, but also the instrument through which the Holy Spirit works 
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(Rom_1:16). 


The gospel differs from the law in being known entirely from revelation. It is proclaimed in all its 
fullness in the revelation given in the New Testament. It is also found, although obscurely, in the Old 
Testament. It begins with the prophecy concerning the 'seed of the woman’ (Gen_3:15), and the 
promise concerning Abraham, in whom all the nations should be blessed (Gen_12:3; Gen_15:5) and 
is also indicated in Act_10:43 and in the argument in Rom 4. 


In the New Testament the gospel never means simply a book, but rather the message which Christ 
and His apostles announced. In some places it is called “the gospel of God,” as, for example, 
Rom_1:1; 1Th_2:2, 1Th_2:9; 1Ti_1:11. In others it is called “the gospel of Christ” (Mar_1:1; 
Rom_1:16; Rom_15:19; 1Co_9:12, 1Co_ 9:18; Gal_1:7). In another it is called “the gospel of the 
grace of God” (Act_20:24); in another “the gospel of peace” (Eph_6:15); in another “the gospel of your 
salvation” (Eph_1:13); and in yet another “the glorious gospel” (2Co_4:4 the King James Version). 
The gospel is Christ: He is the subject of it, the object of it, and the life of it. It was preached by Him 
(Mat_4:23; Mat_11:5; Mar_1:14; Luk_4:18 margin), by the apostles (Act_16:10; Rom_1:15; 
Rom_2:16; 1Co_9:16) and by the evangelists (Act_8:25). 


International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 
The Gospel Summarized in First Corinthians 


1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

1 Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye stand; 

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. 

3 For | delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; 

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 


Here is Paul giving a summary of the Gospel, this is the gospel and it is good news. But is this all 
there is to it? No this is only one expression of the good news. It can be phrased in many other ways. 


Glad Tidings The Gospel of Peace 


The expression Glad Tidings is a synonym for Gospel; sometimes it's rendered Good News or Good 
Tidings. See here how it is used in Luke 


Luke 8:1 And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, 
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him, 


So the Gospel of the Kingdom of God is the Good News or Glad Tidings. That same phrase is found 
in Romans 10, where the Gospel is spoken of as the Gospel of Peace. 


Romans 10:15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 


Now let's find this in the Old Testament. In Isaiah 26 there is a mention of peace that we can relate to 
our previous discussion, Gospel Of The Kingdom. There we said: to seek first the kingdom of God is 
the same as to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 

the same as to have no other gods before him. 


Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee. 


Show me someone whose mind is stayed on The Lord: because he trusts in The Lord, and I'll show 
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you someone who is seeking the Kingdom of God first and foremost. 
In Romans 10:15, quoted above, we see the words: as it is written, Romans is quoting from Isaiah 52. 


Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 


This one verse ties together several ideas which are, in typical Hebrew fashion, differing ways of 
saying the same thing. These are: 

good tidings 

publishing peace 

publishing salvation 

saying to Zion: [Israel and or the Church] Thy God Reigns, i.e. the Kingdom of God. 


So if you are preaching from Isaiah 52 or anywhere in the Old Testament on any of these synonymous 
themes, you are preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God from the Old Testament. Here are 
some other examples. 


Nahum 1:15 Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace! O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked shall no 
more pass through thee; he is utterly cut off. 


Isaiah 40:9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O 
Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; 
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 


Isaiah 57:19 | create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is 
near, saith the LORD; and I will heal him. 


Notice that in both Isaiah and Nahum The Spirit uses a curious expression: the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings. Romans 10:15 also says How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace. Ephesians 6 tells us that the Gospel of Peace is part of the whole armor of God. It's 
the part that goes on your feet! This is what enables you to Go and Preach. And this is what makes for 
beautiful feet! 


Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
Earlier in Ephesians it tells us that Jesus Christ is our peace. 


Ephesians 2:14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us; 


So the gospel is announcing the Kingdom of God, who is our peace, The Prince of Peace. He is 
called that in Isaiah 9. 


Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 


So if you're preaching from Isaiah 9, that's the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, from the Old 
Testament. 


The Son, The King, The Cornerstone, The Promise 
Here is a passage from Acts 13 that links the Glad Tidings with Psalm 2. 
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Acts 13:32-33 

32 And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the 
fathers, 

33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; 
as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 


And in Psalm 2 we read: 


Psalms 2:6-8 

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 

7 | will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have | 
begotten thee. 

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession. 


Acts 2 links the Gospel with the promise made to the fathers; i.e. the covenant with Abraham, and then 
links it to Psalm 2 where the anointed one, i.e. the Messiah is declared to be the only begotten son. 
Psalm 2 then links these ideas to The Kingdom, Mount Zion and his inheritance. His inheritance is the 
heathen, [the nations] and all the earth. 


Let's look at a mention of Mount Zion found in Isaiah 28. 


Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste. 


This is a parallel depiction of what is says in Psalm 2 "Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion." 
Another depiction of the same event is given in Zechariah 4 where the cornerstone is termed the 
headstone. The Lord Jesus is the head stone set in place on the great mountain, which is Mount Zion. 


Zechariah 4:7 Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a 
plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace 
unto it. 


Notice that this quote mentions that the mountain shalt become a plain. This is seen in the book of 
Micah, and Isaiah. 


Micah 3:12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall 
become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. 


Isaiah 40:3-5 

3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 

5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 


You can also tie in the mention of Mt. Zion from Psalm 133, and preach the Gospel of the Kingdom 
from the Old Testament. 


Psalms 133:1-3 

1 <A Song of degrees of David.> Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 
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3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


The Promise To The Fathers 
Now let's look at the Promise. 


Acts 13:32-33 

32 And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the 
fathers, 

33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; 
as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 


This quote from Acts links The Gospel with the Promise To The Fathers and to the Messiah, the Son 
mentioned in Psalm 2. We can find the promise spoken of in Genesis 12, although the first hint of it is 
in Genesis 3. 


The promise to Abraham is seen in Genesis 12 thusly. 


Genesis 12:1-3 

1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father's house, unto a land that | will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee:. 


7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will | give this land: and 
there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 


Now here is a multi part promise. 

. | will make of thee a great nation 

. [will bless thee 

. and make thy name great 

. and thou shalt be a blessing 

. And I will bless them that bless thee 

. and curse him that curses thee 

. and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed 
. Unto thy seed will | give this land 


CONOARWNDN — 


Item number 7, and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed Is the really important one. 
Galatians speaks of this blessing as The Gospel. 


Galatians 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 


And Galatians 3:14 elaborates on that saying that the Gospel is the blessing of Abraham coming to 
the gentiles, and most importantly that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. This 
promise of the Spirit is the promise of a New Covenant. It’s the same new covenant that was 
promised to Israel of old. Also it is telling us that the promise of a new covenant goes back to 
Abraham. 


Galatians 3:14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 


Thus the Gospel of the Kingdom is the promise of the Spirit. This would mean that any scripture in the 
Old Testament that mentions the Promise of a New Covenant or the Outpouring of the Spirit, is a 
preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom from the Old Testament! 
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Romans looks at the promise to Abraham and describes it, not as a promise just to receive the land 
of Canaan but to inherit all the world. 


Romans 4:13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, 
or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 


Now turn that right around and take it back to Psalm 2. 


Psalm 2: 8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen [nations] for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 


And remember how the Gospel is spoken of as Good News for All in Luke 2 in the New Testament 
and in Isaiah 52 in the old testament. 


Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 


Isaiah 52:7-10 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall 
see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath 
comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends 
of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 


Here we see the gospel is a promise of the Spirit. When one says the Kingdom of God is at hand, he 
says, there is a kingdom coming. When you say Our God Reigns as is Isaiah 52:7, you are saying the 
kingdom is here. This has to do with when the promise of a new covenant is fulfilled by the coming of 
the king. And so lets look at when the Kingdom of God comes to earth. That is when will God’s will be 
done here on earth as it is in heaven. Here are some verses that indicate the timing on this. 


On Earth As It Is In Heaven 


Daniel 2:44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 


Revelation 11:15-17 

15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever. 

16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, 
and worshipped God, 

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; 
because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 


Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come Salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 


Psalms 2:6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 


Psalms 110:1-3 
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1 <A Psalm of David.> The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until | make 
thine enemies thy footstool. 

2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine 
enemies. 

3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the 
womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 


Righteousness Peace and Joy 


Let's look at another way the Gospel is related to the Kingdom. Romans 14 lists 
Righteousness Peace and Joy as three signs of the Kingdom of God. 


Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. 


We can see in the following three quotes where the Gospel is seen as salvation, peace and joy. 


Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise, 


Romans 10:15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 


Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 


So we could simply claim the sa/vation is synonymous with righteousness to tie in the three signs of 
the Kingdom to the Gospel. However it's easy enough to find scripture that links these two ideas. 


Isaiah 56:1 Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is 
near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed. 


Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels. 


This last quote also brings in the idea of Joy once again. And of course Ephesians 6 informs us that 
righteousness and salvation are a part of the whole armor of God. 


Ephesians 6:13-17 

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; 

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked. 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 


So there you have righteousness, and peace, and joy: The Gospel of the Kingdom of God! 
Other Aspects Of The Gospel 


The Gospel Has Power 
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Consider these quotes mentioning power relating to the Gospel of The Kingdom. 


Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 


1 Thessalonians 1:5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and 
in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among 
you for your sake. 


1 Corinthians 2:4-5 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 


1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 
The Gospel Requires Obedience 


Romans 10:16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath 
believed our report? 


Romans 16:25-26 

25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the 
world began, 

26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the 
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: 


1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 


Summary 


In Acts 28 we read another one of those parallel expressions. This one also makes a good definition 
of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. 


Acts 28:31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 


It's telling us that the Gospel of the Kingdom of God consists of those things which concern the Lord 
Jesus Christ. So your old testament sources can be any of the following themes and more besides. 


Any passage relating to the first commandment or 
The coming of the Messiah, or 

Peace or 

Salvation or 

The promises to Abraham and the fathers or 

The King in Zion or 

The cornerstone laid in Zion or 

The promise of the New Covenant or 

The Promise of the Spirit 


Now we'll generalize a bit further. Consider that this quote from Acts 28 tells us that the Gospel of the 
Kingdom consists of those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ. Let's take a look at the 
opening verses of Acts. 
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Acts 1:1-3 


1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, 

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given 
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 

3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being 
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 


The mention of the former treatise in verse one is usually understood as speaking of The Gospel of 
Luke who wrote both Luke and Acts. Since we know that the true author of all scripture is the Holy 
Spirit, it is not too much of a stretch to see that the Former Treatise has a double meaning. That is to 
say, it is a veiled reference to the Old Testament! And with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we should 


be able to teach on the Gospel of the Kingdom of God from just about anywhere in the Old Testament. 
Selah! 
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1 Corinthians 11:33-34 

33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another. 
34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together unto 
condemnation. And the rest will | set in order when I come. 


1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 


Let me start out by upsetting some peoples theology. God is not coming back so he can set up his 
Kingdom here on earth, he is setting up his Kingdom here on earth so he can come back. 


Hey wait a minute, aren’t we getting things backwards here. Everyone agrees that Jesus will come 
back at the Second Coming, right? Well OK, so everyone doesn't agree. But the Bible shows him 
coming back in Revelation 19 and in Revelation 20 it mentions the saints reigning with him a thousand 
years. 


Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years. 


So that is when he sets up his kingdom. Right? No, that’s jumping to a conclusion. There are other 
scriptures to counter that view and we will look at some of them in this essay. The Bible says prove all 
things. We should question every traditional teaching we have ever had. See if what you believe is 
supported by scripture or if you are just accepting the teachings of men. 


What about the Return of the Lord? 

Anyway isn’t God all powerful and can do anything he wants, whenever? So why doesn't he just come 
back now? Well because there are some scriptures that have to be fulfilled first. He says in his word 
just how he is going to do something, and he can’t just change his mind any old time and do 
something differently. 


Here are two major things that stand in the way of the Second Coming. 
A. The Gospel must go out to all the world producing a harvest. 


Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 


B. The Lord will not come back till the people of Jerusalem, the Jews, repent and call on his name. 


Luke 13:34-35 

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto 
thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood 
under her wings, and ye would not! 

35 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily | say unto you, Ye shall not see 
me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. 


The connection between these two is in Romans 11. 
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Romans 11:25 For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 


So the way this works it that the Jews, can only call on the Lord if the blindness is removed. And the 
blindness can only be removed with the fullness of the Gentiles. And the fullness of the Gentiles can 
only come once the Gospel is preached to all the world. So the Lord’s primary objective is for the 
Gospel to be preached to all the world, and the rest will fall in line automatically. There are other ways 
these verses can be interpreted, but | believe this is what the Lord has shown me. 


That leaves us with the question: 
What is it going to take for the Gospel to be preached to all the world? 


It's going to take a people who are dead to self and willing to make whatever sacrifices it takes to win 
the lost. This means that the church of today must be purged, purified and empowered. We are told 
that judgment must begin at the house of God. We need to understand why this is so and what the 
result will be. 


We also need to realize that this judgment is what it will take for God to accomplish his task and allow 
him to come again in clouds of glory. 


And further we need to see that this act of judgment actually is God setting up his kingdom here on 
earth. That is why we said earlier that God is not coming back so he can set up his Kingdom here on 
earth, he is setting up his Kingdom here on earth so he can come back. So we want to show that 
Harvest follows Judgment and that this Judgment consists in God setting up his Kingdom here on 
earth. 


The Faithful City, Corrupted and the Lord’s End Time Plan 


This passage from Isaiah 1 lays out the issues God has with the church, and his end time plan for 
dealing with them. 


Isaiah 1:21-28 

21 How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in 
it; but now murderers. 

22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water: 

23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and 
followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow 
come unto them. 

24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, | will ease me 
of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: 

25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy 
tin: 

26 And | will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: 
afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. 

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 

28 And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they 
that forsake the LORD shall be consumed. 


Isaiah 1:27 links judgment and harvest very directly. 
Isaiah 1:27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 


The same idea can be seen in Psalm 2. Here it shows the Kingdom being set up and this is 
happening while the heathen are raging not after Jesus has returned to destroy all opposition. 


Psalms 2:1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Psalms 2:6-8 

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 

7 | will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have | 
begotten thee. 

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession. 


And right after the king is set on The Holy Hill of Zion, there is mention of the harvest of the heathen, 
i.e. the gentiles. Taking place in the utmost parts of the earth, where the gospel must be preached 
before the end. 


Mount Zion 

Let’s take a look at the meaning of Zion. First of all, Zion or Mount Zion is a literal place in the City of 
Jerusalem. You can go there today and visit it. Symbolically Zion stands for Jerusalem and by 
extension, all Israel. Those who do not see Israel as a type of the church stop there and think that Zion 
only means Israel or the people of Israel. Spiritually Zion speaks of the Church, and the place where 
God dwells. So Zion can mean all three. 


The Tabernacle of David and Mount Zion 

What is the Tabernacle of David and what does it have to do with Mount Zion? 

The exact phrase Tabernacle of David is mentioned at least three times in the bible. Much of this is 
done in brilliant figurative language. 


Amos 9:11-12 

11 In that day will | raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches 
thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: 

12 That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by 
my name, saith the LORD that doeth this. 


Acts 15:16-17 

16 After this | will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; 
and | will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 

17 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my 
name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 


In both these quotes you find mention of the harvest of the heathen or gentiles following on after the 
restoration of this tabernacle. This tabernacle was a place inhabited by the Lord. Also David ordained 
24 hour worship in this tabernacle. So the entire image is one of King Jesus coming to his place of 
rest, Mt. Zion, the City of the Great King. This is the setup of the Kingdom of God. It takes place before 
the harvest, not after Jesus returns. 


Here are some more references. 
This verse from Psalm 15 links the location of the tabernacle with image of the Holy Hill. 


Psalms 15:1 <A Psalm of David.> LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell 
in thy holy hill? 


Isaiah 16 tells us that He [the lamb] shall sit on a throne in The Tabernacle of David and connects that 
right to Mount Zion. 


Isaiah 16:1 Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela to the wilderness, unto the 
mount of the daughter of Zion. 


Isaiah 16:5 And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in 
the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness. 


Psalm 132 informs us that The Lord intends to inhabit Zion and will dwell there forever. Verses 15 and 
16 give details of the blessings to come there. We can't forget the mention of blessings in Psalm 133 
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Psalms 132:13-16 

13 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. 

14 This is my rest for ever: here will | dwell; for | have desired it. 

15 I will abundantly bless her provision: | will satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 | will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 


Origin And Meaning Of The Tabernacle Of David. 
These next verses tell us that David pitched a tent or tabernacle for the Ark of the Covenant in 
somewhere in Jerusalem. 


2 Samuel 6:17 And they brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in his place, in the midst 
of the tabernacle that David had pitched for it: and David offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the LORD. 


2 Chronicles 1:4 But the ark of God had David brought up from Kirjathjearim to the place 
which David had prepared for it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem. 


This quote tells us that it was on Mount Zion. 


2 Chronicles 5:2 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the 
tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. 


The big picture in all this is that restoration of the Tabernacle of David precedes a harvest, and that it 
involves the Kingdom of God being set up there on Mount Zion. 


More on Zion 
This quote here from Hebrews 12 ties together many important biblical themes. Here Mount Zion is 
identified with, the Heavenly Jerusalem, The Church, and the New Covenant among other things. 


Hebrews 12:22-24 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel. 


Also there is this passage from Galatians 4 that identifies the heavenly Jerusalem with the New 
Covenant. So there is a contrast between the Old Covenant seen as Mount Sinai, where Moses 
received the Law, and the New Covenant seen as Mount Zion, the City of the Living God, the Great 
King. 


Galatians 4:24-26 

24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 

25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is 
in bondage with her children. 

26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 


Zion Redeemed by Judgment 
Let’s look back at Isaiah 1. 


Isaiah 1:21-28 
21 How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in 
it; but now murderers. 
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22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water: 

23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and 
followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow 
come unto them. 

24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, | will ease me 
of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: 

25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy 
tin: 

26 And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: 
afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. 

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 

28 And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they 
that forsake the LORD shall be consumed. 


In this section from Isaiah 1 note the first three verses, 21-23 summarize the corruption found. Then 
the word therefore in verse 24 begins to list God’s responses. Then in verse 27 and 28 the responses 
are summarized. Briefly, because of all this corruption, God will bring judgment. So what is the 
purpose of Judgment but redemption? And isn’t Judgment one of the attributes of Jesus? We read of 
Judgments in the earth over in Isaiah 26. 


Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have | desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I 
seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. 


Here it seems the result of judgment is a blessing! Judgment is a good thing, not to be feared. 


| Lay In Zion 
The same pattern is repeated in Isaiah 28. There the first 15 verses are itemizing the different kinds of 
sin and corruption among God’s people. Then comes the Therefore verse. 


Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste. 


This verse is saying an exact equivalent of what God says in Psalm 2:6 
Psalm 2:6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 
That is because the cornerstone spoken of is Jesus himself. 


Ephesians 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone; 


Not By Might, Nor By Power 
Laying the foundation stone in Zion is in figurative language the same as setting the King on the Holy 
Hill. The same figure is seen in Zechariah 4. 


Zechariah 4:6-7 

6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 
7 Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he 
Shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 


Here the headstone is the same as the Chief Cornerstone mentioned in Ephesians 2:20. The great 
mountain mentioned in verse 7 is Mount Zion and Zerubbabel is a type of Jesus; and the one bringing 
forth the headstone is the Father. Notice now that the text says this great mountain shall become a 
plain. This is a figure of the judgment on Zion mentioned in Micah 3. 
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Micah 3:12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall 
become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. 


The mountain being made low is seen in Isaiah 40 preparing the way of the Lord. 


Isaiah 40:3-4 

3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 


To tie all this together, Mt. Zion is judged and made level as a plain, or fallow ground being plowed, to 
prepare the way of the Lord. The Lord is the headstone, and he is the King being set in place on the 
Holy Hill. So the judgment coming is really a blessing because it is the Kingdom of God coming here 
on earth. He is the head of the body. 


The Revelation Of Jesus Christ 

Now this same pattern is found in Revelation. The central theme of the Book of Revelation is the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ. The major metaphor is the scroll sealed with the seven seals. Judgments 
come as the scroll is unsealed, so the Lord is revealed. Psalm 6 reminds the Lord is Known, i.e. 
revealed by judgments. 


Psalms 9:16 The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared 
in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah. 


In Revelation Chapter 11, an evaluation is taking place. 


Revelation 11:1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, 
Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 


There the prophet is instructed to measure, i.e. judge or evaluate the temple and the worshipers which 
are the church. Keep in mind that a measuring rod is an instrument of evaluation used by a carpenter. 
Then in Revelation 12 we find this statement about the setting up of the Kingdom of God. 


Revelation 12:10-11 

10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 


And looking farther on to chapter 14 we see the King set in place in the Holy Hill. 


Revelation 14:1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an 
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 


And with him are the 144 thousand, who will follow him wherever he leads. 
Revelation 14:4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. 
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from 
among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

And here we find the answer to our question posed earlier. 

What is it going to take for the Gospel to be preached to all the world? It will take a group of people 


dead to self, totally obedient to the Lord. Ones who will overcome the enemy by laying down their lives 
without fear. God is not looking for survivors, he’s looking for overcomers. 
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Psalms 110:3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness 
from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 


An After Word 


As | write this, we are seeing a great deal of strife, A Civil War In The Church because of the 


Healing Outpouring that began in Lakeland Florida. This passage from Joshua 5 provides an 
illustration of how the Lord will bring all this to an end. 


Joshua 5:13-15 


13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and 
Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? 

14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell 
on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his 
servant? 

15 And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 


Here we see the Lord come into the camp of his own people with a drawn sword. This speaks of 
judgments being carried out on his people. The sword is the word and stands for Jesus who is the 
word. The idea that the sword is drawn and visible therefore speaks of The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ. Joshua’s question, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? makes a lot of sense in context of 


this civil war. And the Lord’s answer can be paraphrased like this. “I am not come to take sides. | am 
come to take over.” 
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Re-Thinking The Millennium 


By Bill Somers 


To correctly understand the prophetic scriptures, we have to drop our assumption that the 
Millennium begins after the Second Coming of Christ. 


So what exactly is the Millennium? In the book of Revelation we find mention of the thousand-year reign of Jesus with his 
saints at the very end. 


And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his 
hand. 

And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, 

And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 
And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and | saw the souls of them 
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the 
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 

And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison. (Rev. 20:1-7) 


All this happens after Jesus returns and fights the battle of Armageddon. This passage clearly illustrates that Satan is 
bound for a thousand years, and that the saints live and reign with Christ for a thousand years. Since there is a definite 
point when Satan is bound, it seems that the thousand years begin at this point, just after Jesus' return. 


What I'm suggesting is that God is speaking in generalities here. That is, the thousand years do not begin exactly at this 
point but approximately at this point. And that Jesus' reign on the earth does not begin exactly at this point but 
approximately at this point. What could make us modify our understanding of the thousand years? How can we best 
understand the Millennium? 


e By taking into consideration other prophetic scriptures, and relating them to God's prophetic week. There are many 
things spoken of that must happen on the seventh day that must take place before His return. 

e By seeing that Christ's reign on this earth begins in a spiritual sense before His actual return. 

e By seeing that the thousand years reign means the Kingdom of God coming to the earth. Before The King of Glory 
comes physically. 


First Principles 


To see this you have to understand the first principles. Hebrews Chapter 5 makes reference to "the first principles of the 
oracles of God" which say, in effect, that to be skillful in understanding the Word you must know these first principles. 
The writer of Hebrews does not directly state these principles. He does indicate two levels of understanding. The 
unskillful is compared to a babe taking milk, the skillful, to one of full age who partakes of strong meat. This is to 
contrast the immature with the mature and the natural with the spiritual. The deep things of God are spiritual, and must 
be discerned by the spirit. That is the word is to be understood in its spiritual meaning. Therefore there is potentially a 
spiritual meaning to the most ordinary things. Another key principle is found is 1 Corinthians: "Now all these things 
happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
(1 Cor.10:11). Briefly, this tells us that there is an 'end-time' application to be found throughout scripture. Specifically, it 
tells us that what we consider ordinary things might be best understood in the context of the end times. Many Bible 
teachers stress what they call "The Law of Literal Interpretation". | believe that scripture is actually telling us that there is 
a law of spiritual interpretation. We are to seek the Holy Spirit for a spiritual interpretation of whatever we read in His Holy 
Word. And in these end times, when The Spirit opens our understanding of His Word, the interpretation will have end 
time application. 


" 


God's Prophetic Week 


Now what is God's week, and what does it have to do with the end times? Simply stated, God's week is the notion that 
God's timeline, since the creation of Adam, is divided into seven one thousand-year periods. (See Ps. 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8) 
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Each of these one thousand-year periods can correspond to a day in a week. Thus from Adam to Abraham are two 
"days", from Abraham to Jesus are two "days", from Jesus till now are two "days", and the coming Millennium will be the 
last "day." It will be the seventh or Sabbath day of God's week. 


What is the purpose of the prophetic week and why should we accept it as a valid tool. 


The idea is that God has used the idea of the prophetic week to give seemingly ordinary passages in His Word a double 
meaning. In some cases multiple meaning. So that in speaking of the seventh day there is first a literal historic meaning 
in the context. And then there is an allegorical, prophetic meaning taking it out of context. 


Look at this verse from Exodus. 


For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh 
day: wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. (Exodus 20:11) 


Literally it speaks of the 7 days of creation and how the Lord blessed the 7th day and rested in it. Prophetically it speaks 
of the 7 thousand year periods, millennia. And tells us that the 7th is to be a time of peace (rest) and blessing. 


The simplest, most obvious connection to make is to identify the seventh prophetic day as the thousand-year reign of 
Christ we read about in Revelation 20. 


The catch is that while there many prophecies that speak of things which must happen on the seventh day, most of 
these things take place before The Second Coming. 


What I'm suggesting is the thousand years do not begin exactly at this point but approximately at this point. And that 
Jesus' reign on the earth does not begin exactly at this point but slightly before. [We can find this illustrated in scripture.] 


If the seventh day of the prophetic week is indeed the thousand-year period referred to in Revelation 20, we will see that 
this chapter [Rev 20] does speak in generalities. And there is more to be learned by considering it together with other 
scriptures. 


Synonymous Terms 
We will find many synonymous terms for the seventh day in the Bible. Here are some: 


The Seventh Day, [in the seventh day, on the seventh day, after six days etc.] 

The Sabbath [in some contexts], The Last day 

The Third Day, [in the third day, on the third day, in three days, after two days, etc.] 
The Day of Rest, The Day of Judgment 

The Lord's Day, The Day of the Lord 

That Day, [in that day, on that day, etc.] 

The Day of Redemption, The Day the Lord has made [the Lord's Day] 

The Day of Thy Power, The Kingdom of God 

A Day in which he will judge the world. 


The Third Day and The Seventh Day 


So how can the phrase 'the third day' and the phrase 'the seventh day' mean the same thing? The term "last days" or 
"latter days" is sometimes taken to mean the time period from the day of Pentecost till today; that is the so-called 
"Church Age." Sometimes it can mean the interval just before the Second Coming of the Lord. Looking at the first 
definition, you can see that the last days would then mean the last three days of God's week. And that the third day 
would be the last day. In other words, the third day is the last of the last days, making it equal to the seventh day if you 
looked at the whole week. That is to say, when we are speaking in context of the last days, the 'third day’ is the 
millennium! Thus the ‘third day' is the 'seventh day’. To confirm this you can find several references in scripture that link 
the "third day" with the "seventh day." For example: "He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the seventh 
day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean." (Num 19:12 
KJV) (See also Num. 19:19; 31:19) Our conclusion then is that references to the third day in scripture will very often have 
a prophetic meaning that speaks of the seventh or last day. And this point is important to note since there are quite a few 
examples that use the third day metaphor. 


Third Day Examples 
Here are some examples: 


"And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people 
upon mount Sinai." (Ex. 19:11 KJV) 
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The end time interpretation of this is that it refers to the Second Coming when "every eye shall see him." This verse is 
saying that Jesus' Second Coming will happen on the third day or last day, and not before then. 


And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the 
camp trembled. (Exodus 19:16) 


This verse from the same chapter in Exodus speaks of God's judgments coming and fear falling on the people. It happens 
in the morning of the third day; or at the beginning of the Millennium. 


"After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight." (Hosea 6:2 
KJV) 


The end time interpretation of this is a) that it speaks of end time revival. This revival is to happen after two days. In other 
words it happens during the millennium. b) It refers to the resurrection, when the dead in Christ shall be raised up. This 
also happens "in the third day" and not before it. 


"And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: And both 
Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage." (John 2:1-2 KJV) 


This can be seen as a reference to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. It takes place during the Millennium no matter how 
you interpret it, but it's a good example of how God uses the phrase "third day" prophetically. Note that the bridegroom 
and bride are not mentioned or named but that Jesus and his disciples, the Church, are. 


And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land 
appear: and it was so. 

And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw 
that it was good. 

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his 
kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 

And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose 
seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the third day. (Gen 1: 9-13) 


Here is probably the earliest passage in the Bible with end time implications. It says that God commanded the earth to 
bring forth its fruit on the third day. Prophetically this speaks of the harvest of the earth. 


And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy 
sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; fortheharvest of the earth is ripe. (Revelation 14:15) 


Again this happens on the third day, and takes place before Jesus returns. 
In second Kings we read: 


And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up 
into the house of the LORD the third day? (2 Kings 20:8) 


What does it mean to be healed and to "go up into the house of the Lord on the third day?" The healing and the third day 
are mentioned in Hosea 6. 


Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up.After two days will he revive us : in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight. Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and 
he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. (Hosea 6:1-3) 


The latter rain is what brings the harvest! House of the Lord is His Church. 


And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 

And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. (Isaiah 2:2-3) 


In this case Isaiah is saying the temple or Church will be built in the last days. And combining these two passages gives 
us several conclusions. The healing and raising up is the restoration of the Church. The going up into the house of the 
Lord is the establishment of the Church. The coming of the latter rain brings the harvest to the Church. All this takes 
place on the "third day" and before the Lord's return. 
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This verse from Luke mentions the third day as a day of perfection. 


And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, | cast out devils, and | do cures to day and to 
morrow, and the third day | shall be perfected. Luke 13:32 


Prophetically this speaks of the perfection to come upon the Body of Christ, during the third day. 


That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that 
it should be holy and without blemish. Ephesians 5:27 


Seventh Day Examples 


Judges 14:17 And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the 
seventh day, that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children of her 
people. 


In this passage, Samson's wife is a type of the church. Her telling the riddle to her people speaks of the church fulfilling 
the great commission and taking the gospel to all the nations [gentiles]. This seventh day event also must happen before 
Jesus returns. 


Joshua 6:15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that day they compassed the city seven 
times. 


The fall of Jericho on the seventh day speaks of the fall of Satan's kingdoms. 


1 Kings 20:29 And they pitched one over against the other seven days. And so it was, that in the seventh 
day the battle was joined: and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in one 
day. 


Here we read of another great victory for the children of Israel [a type of the Church] happening on the seventh day. 


The Sabbath, or Day of Rest 


The idea of the day of rest is first found in Genesis 2. 


And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all 
his work which he had made. (Genesis 2:2) 


For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh 
day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. (Exodus 20:11) 


We need to link this to the idea of a place of rest. And then we need to see that the Lord comes to His place of rest on 
his day of rest. The place of rest is mentioned in Psalm 132, Isaiah 66,and in other verses of Scripture. 


Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed. (Ps. 65:1) 


Psalm 65:1 is a prayer telling the Lord that praise is waiting for Him in Zion [the Church]. The implication is that He, the 
Lord, must come to Zion where it awaits Him. And a further result is that when He comes to Zion He will find not only 
praise but also an obedient people. This is because it speaks of the vow being performed, which is to say, His Word 
being obeyed. 


Psalm 132:8 is a prayer for the Lord to come. That is, for Him to come to His place of rest. And the place of rest is 
shown to be the temple, or the Church in verses 13 and 14. 


Psalm 132: 

8 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

13 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. 
14 This is my rest for ever: here will | dwell; for | have desired it. 


Several other verses speak of God's resting place being his dwelling place, the temple or the church. 


Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye 
build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? (Isaiah 66:1) 


In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion. (Psalm 76:2) 
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And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the 
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. (Isaiah 11:10) 


The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest 
in his love, he will joy over thee with singing. (Zephaniah 3:17) 


From all this we get the picture of God coming to the Church to dwell at a certain point in time. And this time naturally 
must be on His day of rest. So the day of rest begins with the Lord coming to His temple. And He will do so before His 
actual return to the earth. 


Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he 
shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. (Malachi 3:1) 


Though we have always understood the Church to be the Lords dwelling, there is a certain sense in which the Lord is yet 
to come to the temple. When He does, He will do so in a big way. It will be The Revelation of Jesus Christ! 


Kingdom Examples 


Let's state something that should be obvious. The Kingdom of God is wherever God is King. If Jesus is on the throne 
of your heart, and you are truly obedient to your King in all things, then the Kingdom of God is within you. When Jesus is 
truly enthroned in His church, and she is truly obedient in all things, then the Kingdom of God has come to this earth. 
This is what God has intended. And He has given us some illustrations in his Word to show us the pattern. 


So to help us understand how it is that the millennial kingdom begins just before Jesus returns, lets look at examples of 
the Kingdom in scripture. 


1. One parallel to the millennium in scripture is the reign of King Solomon. His kingdom was established during a time 
of Civil War in Israel. Peace came later. Adonijah proclaimed himself king and led certain elements of Israel into 
rebellion. He seems to be a figure for antichrist. At the same time, prior to his death, David anointed his son as 
King. Solomon took the throne and spent several years purging his kingdom of offenders. Likewise Jesus' Kingdom 
is going to be established during a time of Civil War in the Church, and peace will come after his return. 

2. In2 Kings, Chapter 11, read the story of queen Athaliah, a clear type of Satan. She ruled the land for six years, 
and in the seventh year she was overthrown. The seventh year speaks of the Millennium. In this particular case, the 
true king of Israel was crowned in the temple, and those in the temple rejoiced greatly. All the while, the usurper, 
Queen Athaliah, still ruled in the city outside. 


Likewise, Jesus will build and occupy his temple, the Church, at the beginning of the seventh day [Millennium], and then 
physically return to overthrow Satan. 


The Day of Thy Power 


Psalm 110: (A Psalm of David) 

1. The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until | make thine enemies thy footstool. 

2. The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 

3. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the 
morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 

4. The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 

5. The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. 

6. He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads 
over many countries. 

7. He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head. 


My brief commentary on Ps. 110 is as follows: 


e Verse one depicts Jesus seated at the right hand of the father till his enemies are dealt with. 

e Verse two mentions "the rod of thy strength." This is naturally the Scepter of the King. Since it is sent forth out of 
Zion [the Church], it means the Kingdom is at this point established in the Church. In other words, this is the 
beginning of the Kingdom of God. And at this time He, Jesus, rules in the Church, in the midst of the enemies that 
are still in the world. 

e Verse three says that the people shall be willing. That is, they will be obedient to their King, Jesus, once the day of 
power comes. That is when the Kingdom of God comes to the Church. 

e Verses five and six show events that happen on the day of wrath. This is the day of Jesus' actual return. So the 
Kingdom comes to the Church, and the day of power [the Millennium] begins before His actual return. 


The Day of Power is mentioned again in Revelation: 
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And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before 
our God day and night. (Rev. 12:10) 


Here, we have another verse that speaks of both beginnings of the Kingdom and the day of power before Jesus' return. 
The Day of the Lord Examples 
Early on in the Book of Revelation we read: 

Revelation 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and | heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, 
The writer is saying He was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day. This can have several interpretations, all correct. 


1. Being in the Spirit can mean a trance like state in which the prophet gets his revelations, this being on the day of 
the week known as the Lord's Day. 

2. It can mean being led of the spirit as opposed to led by the flesh. In this case the prophet is a type of the church 
which will be led by the Spirit and dead to the flesh in the Day of the Lord 

3. It can mean being in a Spiritual state to receive visions, and while in that state to be on or living during the Day of 
the Lord. In this case you can say that everything depicted in the Book of Revelation takes place on the Day of the 
Lord. Most of this happens before the Second Coming which isn't till chapter 19! 


Now there is a problem with using examples that mention The Day Of The Lord, multiple meanings again. The Day of the 
Lord can mean: 


1. The entire seventh millennium, or 

2. The portion of that millennium leading up to and including the Second Coming, or 

3. The severe judgments during the portion leading up to and including the Second Coming, or 
4. The days of the final judgments leading up to and including the Second Coming, or 

5. The actual day(s) of the Second Coming 

In the Book of Revelation, the time covered fits definition 2. 

Here in Acts 2 it seems to be definition 5. 


Acts 2:20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood before that great and notable Day 
of the Lord come. 


Here is a selection of scriptures on The Day Of The Lord, most fitting definitions 3, 4, or 5. 
2 Peter 3:10 But the Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat. The earth also and the works that are 


therein shall be burned up. 


Isaiah 2:12 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every 
one that is lifted up" and he shall be brought low" 


Isaiah 13:6 {| Howl ye, for the day of the LORD is at hand! It shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. 


Isaiah 34:8 For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of 
Zion. 


Isaiah 63:4 For the day of vengeance is in Mine heart, and the year of My redeemed is come. 
Jeremiah 46:10 For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that He may avenge Him 
of His adversaries. And the sword shall devour, and it shall be sated and made drunk with their blood; for the 


Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the River Euphrates. 


Joel 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision; for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of 
decision. 


Amos 8:9 And it shall come to pass in that day," saith the Lord GOD, "that I will cause the sun to go down at 
noon, and | will darken the earth in the clear day. 


Zephaniah 2:2 before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the 
LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD'S anger come upon you! 
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Malachi 4:5 "Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
LORD. 


What exactly happens on the 7th day before the Second Coming? 


The beginnings of the kingdom 

The preaching of repentance 

A series of judgments on the church and the world 

Beginning of persecution of the church as part of the judgments 
Redemption of the church while judgments increase on the world 
Full establishment of the Kingdom of God in His Church 

Great end time harvest while judgments increase on the world 
Final persecution of the church 

Still further judgments on the world leading to the Second Coming. 


In my article, End Time Outline, | have broken these into 5 phases. These are considered from the viewpoint of what 
happens to the church. Kingdom, Judgment, Redemption, Harvest, and the Finale. All of this is part of the prophesied 
Millennium, The Day of the Lord. 

This is the Day the Lord has made, we will be glad and rejoice in it! 

Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 

Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Samson's Death 
The Victory Of The Church 
Bill Somers 


Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, 
Knowest thou not that the Philistines [are] rulers over us? Judges 15:11 


Samson is often seen as a type of the church. [He can also be seen as a type of the Lord Jesus, the 
patterns are similar.] There are several points of correspondence that are usually mentioned as proof. 


Samson had a supernatural birth, 
The Spirit of the Lord was come upon him, 
He did many exploits for the Lord, 


He became corrupted, 

He lost his great strength, 

He became a captive to his enemies 
He lost his vision, 

He gradually regained his strength, 

He called upon the Lord once again and 
He was revived at the end. 


And he judged Israel 20 years, speaking of the 2000 years that we call the ‘church age’. So these 
points of comparison are taken to be a picture of the history of the church during the church age, with 
final revival coming at the end, before the Lord returns. 


At this point writers usually gloss over the manner of his death and go on to some other topic. 


In this article we'll look at his death as a continuation of the comparison to the church and see in it an 
allegory of the destiny of the church and her role in the Second Coming of Christ. 


If we look at how Samson died we can see three main points. 


A. Samson willingly laid down his life! 

B. His first purpose was to bring destruction to the Philistines. 

C. His second purpose was a consequence of the first, to free Israel from bondage. Note that these 
purposes combine mercy and judgment. 


Lets look at the text. 


Judges 16 

23 Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice 
unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our 
enemy into our hand. 

24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for they said, Our god hath 
delivered into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of 
us. 

25 And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, 
that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he 
made them sport: and they set him between the pillars. 

26 And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the 
pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them. 
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27 Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines [were] 
there; and [there were] upon the roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld 
while Samson made sport. 

28 And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, | pray 
thee, and strengthen me, | pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once 
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 

29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on 
which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left. 

30 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with [all his] 
might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that [were] therein. So 
the dead which he slew at his death were more than [they] which he slew in his life. 

31 Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, and 
brought [him] up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the burying place of 
Manoah his father. And he judged Israel twenty years. 


Now lets look at this text for comparisons to the end time church. 


The Lords of the Philistines mentioned in verses 23, 27 and 30 are clear types of Demon Powers. 
The mention of many people on the roof, verse 27, speaks of heavenly places, another clue that this 
passage is about demonic princes. 


For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. (Ephesians 6:12) 


And these are specifically the ones that keep Israel blinded. 


Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, 
Knowest thou not that the Philistines [are] rulers over us? Judges 15:11 


So here we have a portrait of wicked rulers in high places who are rulers over Israel. This is what 
makes up the veil over their hearts and minds, producing spiritual blindness. 


The mention of the Philistine god and the people praising him, verses 23-24, speak of the 
worshippers of the Beast in Revelation 


The situation in verses 23-25 has a parallel in the Book of Revelation. 


And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped 
the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 

And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and 
power was given unto him to continue forty and two months 

And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his 
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven 

And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power 
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations 

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the 
book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. (Revelation 13:4-8) 


The Philistines are rejoicing that their enemy has been delivered into their hands. This has its parallel 
in revelation where it states in Revelation 13:7 that it was given unto him to make war with the saints, 
and to overcome them. 


When they call for Samson out of the prison to make sport of him, it speaks of the great persecution to 
come against the end time church. Furthermore by their action of bringing him out and setting him 
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between the pillars, they put Samson in the exact position where he can do the most damage to 
them. But Samson can only damage them if he is willing to lay down his life, which they never 
expected. But that is exactly what he does. And by his action achieves his greatest victory of all. 


In our comparison, when the end time church comes under the persecution of the Beast, it will be in a 
place where it can do the most damage to Satan's kingdom. 


And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. (Revelation 12:11) 


By laying down out lives, willingly, we "give place to wrath". [Psalm 110 speaks of this willingness.] 
Thus opening the way for the Vengeance of the Lord, as it says in Romans 12:19 


Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. Romans 12:19 


Samson prays, verse 28, and calls upon the Lord for vengeance, just as the saints under the altar in 
Revelation. 


And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held 

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? (Revelation 6:9-10) 


Gaining the Greatest Victory 


In verse 30, we see that "the dead which he slew at his death were more than [they] which he slew in 
his life." 


Thus his moment of greatest defeat was really his greatest victory. Samson died in victory. 
Jesus' moment of greatest defeat, on the cross, was really his moment of greatest victory. 
The destruction of the Church will be Her moment of greatest victory! 


We have said that the Lords of the Philistines represent heavenly powers. Samson brought 
destruction to the Philistine rulers of his time. 


Likewise the martyrdom of the church brings about judgment on the powers of heaven at the end of 
the age. 


Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: Matthew 24:29 


Samson's second purpose was achieved because by the destruction of the Philistine power base, the 
people of Israel were set free. 


When the church lays down its life, it's for the purpose of setting the people of Israel free. The fall of the 
powers of heaven is what is needed to remove the veil of spiritual blindness over Israel. 


Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren. [Here the brethren speaks of Israel.] (1 John 3:16) 


If we look at Romans 12:1-2, we see it speaks of laying down our lives. 


| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
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that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 
12:1-2) 


When the Lord uses the word 'therefore' it's there for a purpose. And the purpose for this is found a 
few verses back on Romans 11. 


And so all Israel shall be saved.... Rom 11:26 


As the power of heaven fall, Israel shall see clearly her need to repent and call upon Messiah Jeshua 
to come and save them. This is what will make them cry out Baruch Ha Ba B'Shem Adonai (Blessed 
be Him who comes in the name of the Lord.) It is then that Jesus will come again to His people. 


In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they 
and the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD 
their God. Jeremiah 50:4 


And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit 
of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. Zechariah 12:10 


Verse 31 mentions that "Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, 
and brought [him] up....". 


This is a reference to the Second Coming of the Lord and the resurrection. His brethren and all the 
house of his father are Christ and all the saints. When Jesus comes for the Church it will be to 
resurrect her. Bringing Samson up and burying him with his fathers speaks of resurrecting the church 
and setting her in a place of honor. This happens right after her death. "Destroy this Temple and in 
three days | will raise it up." (John 2:19 


The conclusion is that Samson knowingly and willingly laid down his life for the purpose of destroying 
his enemies and setting Israel free. That is exactly the pattern that Jesus followed to set his people 
free. That is the pattern that the Church is called to follow as we become conformed to the image of 
Christ. 
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Samson's Riddle Part Two: 
The ‘Rest of the Story’ 
by Bill Somers 


Q. Out of the eater came forth meat, out of the strong, came forth sweetness. 


A. What is sweeter than honey and what is stronger than a lion? 


That is Samson's riddle. Did you notice that the answer is a question? And naturally a question calls for another answer. 
What is the answer to the answer? Now this is interesting, the answer to the answer is, so to speak, the ultimate 
answer! And The Ultimate Answer is Jesus Christ! For it is He who is sweeter than honey and He who is stronger than a 
lion! 


In the first article on Samson's Riddle we found the following conclusions: [see Samson's Riddle by Bill Somers] 

a. Samson is a type of the Lord Jesus 

b. Samson's wife is a type of the Church 

c. Samson's father is a type of God the Father 

d. The Philistines are a type of the world 

e. The honey is a type of the Word Of God Revealed In Depth, or Revelation Knowledge 

f. The answer to the riddle is Jesus Christ 

g. The act of giving the answer is a type of The Revelation of Jesus Christ! 

This is the Word Of God Revealed In Depth 

h. The act of Samson's wife telling her people the answer is a type of the Church revealing Jesus to the World. That is 
preaching the gospel to all the world and completing the great commission. 

i. One of the main lessons is that the Church cannot effectively reveal Jesus to the World till she receives that revelation 
in depth herself! That is till Jesus reveals Himself to the Church. Then the world will see Jesus in the Church. 


Now let's draw some conclusions from this allegory: 


Looking at point G above, we understand that this speaks of Revival. That is Jesus coming to the Church and revealing 
Himself in awesome holiness and irresistible power is what we really mean by revival. Not lots of people getting 
converted. That comes next. Point H speaks of the harvest or ingathering that must follow revival. 


Now the text tells us that this took place on the 7th day. Prophetically this means the 7" 1000 year period, in other 
words, the Millenium. Thus the revival and harvest will take place not before the Millenium but on and at the very 
beginning of the Millenium! 


Now what else does the text tell us will happen at that time? What is the 'Rest of the Story'? 


We just said that the revival and harvest take place at the beginning of the 7th millenium, not at the end of the 6th. Are 
there other elements here in Judges 14 and 15 that speak of other end time events? 


If we look carefully, with spiritual eyes, there are several. I'm going to share what the Holy Spirit has allowed me to see 
so far. This includes: 


a recapitulation of the cycle of judgment, redemption and harvest; 
the outpouring of the spirit; 

further judgment on the world's economy; 

the final persecution of the Church; 

the redemption of the Jews; 

the final battle and return of the Lord. 


Before going into all that, lets look at some loose ends from part one and their relation to the 'Rest of the Story’. 
In part one to explain the meaning of the sweetness in the riddle, we said: 
The honey, the sweetness is the word of God. 


Then said Jonathan, ...: see, | pray you, how mine eyes have been enlightened, because | tasted a little of 
this honey. 1 Sam 14;:29 
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And | took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey. .... 
Rev 10:10 


In each case here we took a passage out of context to make a connection between the sweetness and the word of God 
and the understanding it brings. But in each case there was a down side; a 'Rest of the Story’ that we did not go into. 


For Jonathan, eating the honey brought him under a sentence of death! There was a price to pay. 


Then Saul said to Jonathan, Tell me what thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, and said, | did but taste a 
little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine hand, and, lo, | must die. 1 Sam 14:43 


In the book of Revelation, when the prophet eats the book, there was a price to pay, a bitter result. 


And | took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and 
as soon as | had eaten it, my belly was bitter. Rev. 10:10 


Now in our discussion of Samson's Riddle and him revealing it to his wife, the 'Rest of the Story’, the downside is that, 
shortly after that, SHE DIES! What is this telling us? Is it a picture of the Church being caught up and away from the 
judgments? Is it a picture of the Church surviving through a period of judgments and caught away at the end? Or is ita 
picture of the Church persecuted and overcome by her enemies? The ‘Rest of the Story' is that the Church must die. But 
what chess player would not sacrifice his queen to checkmate the enemy? [The Lord spoke this to me as | was writing 
this.] 


Now let's look a some specifics: 


16 And Samson's wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put 
forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told it me. And he said unto her, Behold, | have 
not told it my father nor my mother, and shall | tell it thee? 

17 And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh 
day, that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children of her people. 
18 And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day before the sun went down, What is sweeter 
than honey? and what is stronger than a lion? And he said unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye 
had not found out my riddle. 

19 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, 
and took their spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which expounded the riddle. And his anger was 
kindled, and he went up to his father's house. 

20 But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as his friend. Judges 14:16-20 


In verses 16 and 17, Samson's wife [the Church] weeps before him and pleads until he reveals the answer to the riddle. 
This illustrates the Church weeping in repentance before her Lord. She presses in till the great revelation comes and 
immediately reveals it to the world. It is a case of the cycle of judgment, redemption and harvest. Some judgments having 
brought the Church to her knees in the first place. 


Verse 18 shows the reason for the Lord's anger against the enemies of the Church who have "plowed with his heifer". So, 
in verse 19, following this redemption, during this time of harvest, the Lord executes further judgments on those who have 
come against His Church. "The gates of hell shall not prevail." Verse 19 ends with the phrase 'he went up to his father's 
house’. This clearly speaks of the Lord's Visitation to the Church. But what about verse 20? In Young's translation it 
reads: 


and Samson's wife becometh his companion's, who is his friend. 


Who was Samson's companion? | always had the impression that he worked alone! Who was this mysterious guy 
who shows up out of nowhere and is never heard from again? At any rate, for the purpose of our end time prophetic 
vision; if Samson is a type of Jesus, then his companion and friend must be the Holy Spirit. Therefore to say his wife 
became his companion is to say the Church becomes the possession of the Holy Spirit! The Church is then possessed 
by the Holy Spirit; much in the same way that the virgin Mary was overshadowed by the Holy Spirit in Luke 1:35. This is 
another way of saying what the Lord said at the end of verse 19. That is He comes to visit and to dwell in his Fathers 
house, the Church. 


This is the first statement of the judgment and redemption cycle. Now lets move on to Chapter 15. 


1 But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid; and 
he said, | will go in to my wife into the chamber. But her father would not suffer him to go in. 

2 And her father said, | verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her; therefore | gave her to thy companion: is 
not her younger sister fairer than she? take her, | pray thee, instead of her. 

3 And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a 
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displeasure. 

4 And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a 
firebrand in the midst between two tails. 

5 And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up 
both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the vineyards and olives. 

6 Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, Samson, the son in law of the Timnite, 
because he had taken his wife, and given her to his companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her and 
her father with fire. 

7 And Samson said unto them, Though ye have done this, yet will | be avenged of you, and after that I will cease. 
8 And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock Etam. 
Judges 15:1-8 


The cycle is partly restated here in Chapter 15. Verse 1 speaks of the Lord desiring to Visit his wife, his bride, the 
Church at wheat harvest. This is the time of Pentecost! Also in this verse the father causes a delay in the visitation. 
In verse two he says "| verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her." This speaks of the judgment the Lord must 
bring against his Church first. [Judgment must needs begin at the house of God.] These judgments will be so 
severe that it will appear that the Lord had abandoned his Church but it will not be so. For the redemption comes 
quickly after. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will | have mercy 
on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. Isaiah 54:8 


Psalm 79 shows this in two phases: 
This is the Church interceding under judgment. 


1 O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid 
Jerusalem on heaps. 

2 The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy 
saints unto the beasts of the earth. 

3 Their blood have they shed like water round about Jerusalem; and there was none to bury them. 

4 We are become a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and derision to them that are round about us. 

5 How long, LORD? wilt thou be angry for ever? shall thy jealousy burn like fire? 


And this is her warfare prayer calling on the Lord to judge his enemies. 


6 Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not 
called upon thy name. 

7 For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his dwelling place. 

8 O remember not against us former iniquities: let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: for we are brought 
very low. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy 
name's sake. 

10 Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is their God? let him be known among the heathen in our sight 
by the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed. 

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; according to the greatness of thy power preserve thou 
those that are appointed to die; 

12 And render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have 
reproached thee, O Lord. 

13 So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to 
all generations. 


Samson's next move [verse 4 and 5] is an illustration of the Lord answering the prayers of the Church above. 


The Foxes 

Samson went and caught 300 foxes. What do foxes stand for? First they are among the ‘beasts of the earth' and Jesus 
and the second Adam is obeying God's commandment to Adam in Genesis 1:28, to subdue the beasts of the earth or 
earthly demonic powers. [See 'which of You Convicts Me of Sin?' By Bill Somers] 


Secondly foxes speak specifically of demonic forces that come against the Church. 

In Nehemiah, where the people are building the walls of Jerusalem, we see their enemies ridiculing them and their walls 
as weak enough for a fox to destroy. So a fox is a beast of the earth whose assignment is to attack the holy city, the 
Church. 


Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even 
break down their stone wall. Nehemiah 4:3 


In the Song of Solomon, foxes are depicted attacking vines, and we know the bible commonly uses the vine or vineyard 
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to speak of the Church. 


Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes. Song of Solomon 
2:15 


Lamentations mentions foxes as part of the judgment on Jerusalem or Zion [the Church] 
Because of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it. Lamentations 5:18 


In Matthew, Jesus mentions foxes and birds. These are the beasts of the earth and the fowls of the air. [Demonic 
Forces]. Because of their inroads into the Church, the holes and nests, the son of man is hindered from taking his place 
as the head. He cannot come to his rest and rest his head upon his body the Church till it is purged by judgment. The 
holes of the foxes are the enemies breaches in the wall. They are points where the hedge is broken down allowing the fox 
entrance to the vineyard. They are places where sin has opened a way for the enemy to come in. They are the Gates of 
Hell. The nests of the birds are spiritual strongholds of wrong thinking and false doctrine that fill the Church today. 


And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head. Matthew 8:20 


Later in Matthew, Jesus speaks of King Herod as ‘that fox’. Recall that Herod was a leader in persecution of the Church, 
and suffered a terrible judgment for it in the book of Acts. 


And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, | cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to 
morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected. Luke 13:32 


Note also the use of the phrase 'third day' in that quote. This speaks of the resurrection on the third day, and of the 
coming perfection of the Church on the millennial third day. Reinforcing our understanding that these things take place 
during the millenium. [See 'The Third Day in Prophecy’ by Bill Somers] 


It is this perfection of the Church that results from the redemption. It is made possible by the subduing of the foxes. 
When the foxes holes are closed off, and the birds nests are eliminated, then the Son of Man will have that place to lay 
his head, a Church purified and holy, and dedicated only to serving him. A Church that is finally willing to die for Him. 
Now back to Samson [verse 4,5], his use of the foxes was to destroy the Philistines crops. Their corn, their wine, their 
oil. Their entire economy was laid waste. From our end time perspective this speaks of world wide economic disaster, 
one of the judgments we expect during tribulation. So when the world falls apart, the Church will come together! 

Now obviously [let's face it] verse 6 pictures the final persecution of the Church. 


And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall 
make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. Revelation 11:7 


And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: .... . Revelation 13:7 
Notice the Philistine reaction to these disasters: 
6 Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, Samson, ...." 


It is like the world will realize that these judgments are acts of God, and take revenge against Christians out of 
frustration. But God says: 


Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; 
| will repay, saith the Lord. Romans 12:19 


[See "The How and the Therefore’ by Bill Somers] 


In Joel there is a reference to the vine and the fig tree. 
He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: .... Joel 1:7 


As the vine is taken to mean the Church, the fig tree is often used to mean Israel. 

And so we see that verses 7 and 8 picture the Lords final revenge against those who have destroyed his vineyard [the 
Church]. 

The next section looks at the end time finale with a focus on the Jews, the Men of Judah. 

This shows the Lord's final revenge against those who have barked his fig tree [Israel]. 


9 Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi. 
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10 And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? And they answered, To bind Samson are 
we come up, to do to him as he hath done to us. 

11 Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou 
not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that thou hast done unto us? And he said unto them, 
As they did unto me, so have I done unto them. [See Joel 3:4] 

12 And they said unto him, We are come down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of the 
Philistines. And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon me yourselves. 

13 And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but 
surely we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new cords, and brought him up from the rock. 

14 And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the LORD came 
mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his 
bands loosed from off his hands. 

15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men 
therewith. Judges 15:9-15 


Now to understand this point here, reread the passage and filter out any reference to binding Samson, these details are 
irrelevant in this case. 


What this is saying is that there will come a time when the World [Philistines] will come against Israel [the men of 
Judah] to make war. They pitched and they spread themselves means they come ready to fight. 


Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. Joel 
3:14 


At this time the Jews of Israel will Call Upon the Lord, [Samson up on the rock of Etam] who will come down from the 
rock [down from heaven] and fight their enemy for them! So this part of the Samson story is a picture of the Battle at 
Armageddon. When the Lord will save his people and destroy the remainder of His enemies. 


The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth 
shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. Joel 3:6 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Samsons Riddle: 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
by Bill Somers 


The Riddle: Out of the eater came forth meat; out of the strong came forth sweetness. 
The answer: What is sweeter than honey and what is stronger than a lion? 

Second Riddle: What has this got to do with End Time Prophetic Vision? 

Second answer: A Lot! 


Judges 14: 

1 J And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines. 

2 And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, | have seen a woman in Timnath of the 
daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife. 

3 Then his father and his mother said unto him, /s there never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, 
or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said 
unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well. 

4 But his father and his mother knew not that it was of the LORD, that he sought an occasion against the 
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel. 

5- Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of 
Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him. 

6 And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and [he 
had] nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done. 

7 And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. 

8 And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, 
[there was] a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. 

9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave 
them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion. 

10 So his father went down unto the woman: and Samson made there a feast; for so used the young men to 
do. 

11 And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him. 

12 And Samson said unto them, | will now put forth a riddle unto you: if ye can certainly declare it me within 
the seven days of the feast, and find [it] out, then | will give you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments: 
13 But if ye cannot declare [it] me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. And 
they said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it. 

14 And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth 
sweetness. And they could not in three days expound the riddle. 

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, Entice thy husband, that he 
may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father's house with fire: have ye called us to take 
that we have? [is it] not [so]? 

16 And Samson's wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put 
forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told [it] me. And he said unto her, Behold, | have 
not told [it] my father nor my mother, and shall | tell [it] thee? 

17 And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh 
day, that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children of her people. 
18 And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day before the sun went down, What [is] sweeter 
than honey? and what [is] stronger than a lion? And he said unto them, If ye had not plowed with my 
heifer, ye had not found out my riddle. 

19 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, 
and took their spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which expounded the riddle. And his anger was 
kindled, and he went up to his father's house. 


The Riddle speaks of the Word of God. 
The lion is Jesus 
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And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, 
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. Rev. 5.5 


The lion died; he died for us, ("/ am he that liveth and was dead ...." Rev 1:18) 
Inside the carcase of the Lion was found the honey. 
The honey, the sweetness is the word of God. 


Then said Jonathan, ...: see, | pray you, how mine eyes have been enlightened, because | tasted a little of 
this honey. 1 Sam 14;:29 


And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: .... 
Rev 10:10 


The meat (food) speaks of the word. Hebrews. 5 in discussing the word of righteousness tells us that meat is for them 
that are of full age. 
The bible says that hidden in Christ are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 


That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 
In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Colossians 2:2-3 


So this sweet meat [food] hidden inside the lion speaks of the Word of God, but especially it speaks of deep revelation 
and rich understanding of the Word. Hidden treasures of Wisdom. It speaks of mature insight into the Word. 


The Philistines Couldn't Possibly Know the Answer. 

In this story there was no way the Philistines could know the answer. They had to be totally clueless at to what Samson 
was talking about. 

This agrees with the idea that the Riddle speaks of the Word of God. The Philistines are a type of the world. The natural 
man cannot understand the Word of God 


But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 1Co 2:14 


Samson is a Type of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Just as Samson was dedicated to the Lord from birth, as a nazarite, Jesus was dedicated and separated to be the head 
of the church. 

Samson is also a type of the resurrected Christ. Nothing could bind Him. Nothing could hold Him, not even death, hell 
and the grave. 


His Wife is a Type of the Church 


Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath 
.... Judges 14:5 


There are three clues in this verse. 1. Samson went down; this speaks of Jesus coming down from Heaven. 2. Timnath 
means portion. This says Jesus came down to get His portion or inheritance. [The World] 3. He came to the vineyards of 
Timnath; vineyards speak of the Church. 


The Church is His Harlot Bride. Samson kept going after a harlotous, Gentile bride. JESUS has done the same. Jesus' 
bride, the Church in many ways has been just as harlotous as Israel ever was and yet Jesus will purify her for she 
pleaseth him.. 


And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well. Judges 14:3 


Samson's Wife Couldn't Possibly Know the Answer either. 
Now here | have to be careful. We just said that the natural man cannot know spiritual things. [The Word of God.] But the 
Church, surely is different! We are made up of born again believers, we are spiritual people aren't we? 


Well recall that we said knowing the answer to the riddle speaks of Mature Insight into the Word. It means a depth of 
revelation. Can we say that about today's Church? Rather look back again to Hebrews 5:12 
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"For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat." 


Here we find a more accurate description of the state of the Church today. The strong meat is the answer to the riddle, 
but we are not ready! 
Secondly it is impossible for us to know the answer because the Books are Sealed! 


But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even fo the time of the end: many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. Daniel 12;:4 


Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. Isaiah 8:16 


Revealing the Answer on the Seventh Day is a type of End Time Revival 
The seventh day speaks of the Millenium or the end times which we are now in. 


Revealing the Answer is the Revelation of Jesus Christ 


And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath 
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. Rev. 5.5 


Revealing the answer to the riddle is the same as opening the Book. 

In the Book of revelation we see Jesus the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, opening the Book. In Judges 14:17 we see Samson 
revealing the answer to his wife. This speaks of nothing less than God Revealing Himself, because Jesus is the 
Word of God. And only God can reveal Himself. No man was found worthy to open the book. Man cannot comprehend 
God by his own efforts. God reveals Himself to man at the time of His choosing. 

Notice also that the answer was not revealed to the wife until she wept before Him and pleaded for the answer. Doesn't 
this speak of deep repentance that we know must come to the Church? 


The Lesson 
So we see that Samson revealing the answer to the riddle to his wife is that same as Jesus revealing Himself to the 
Church! Notice what happens next! 


... and she told the riddle to the children of her people. Judges 14:17 


As soon as she knew the answer, she turned around and told the other Philistines. Isn't this what the Church is required 
to do? To reveal Jesus to a lost and dying world, marked for judgment? So we see that when and only when we receive 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ will we really be able to impart that to the lost. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Satan's Final Challenge 
Bill Somers 


Challenge 1 
In the Book of Job we read of a case where Satan came before God and issued a challenge, and we see how God 
took that challenge and used everything Satan meant for evil and used it for good. 


Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan came also among them. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, 
From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 

Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every 
side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 

But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not 
forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. Job 1:6-12 


Satan's challenge is this: If you allow me to take Job's property, he will curse you. When the Lord allows Satan what 
he asks for it shows once again that Satan is a liar because things do not work out as he says the will. 


Look at Job's reaction! Instead of cursing God he worships God and says " ...the LORD gave, and the LORD 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD." 


So The Lord accepted Satan's challenge and proved him wrong. 


Challenge 2 
Then Satan comes forth with another challenge. This challenge followed the exact pattern of the first one. 


Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and 
said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he 
holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 
And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for 
his life. 

But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 
And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. Job 2: 1-6 


This time Satan's challenge is 'if you let me afflict Job with sickness, he will curse you. He even plants the suggestion 
to ‘curse God' in Job's mind through his wife. 


Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. 

But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his 
lips. Job 2:9-10 
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Once again Job's reaction makes a liar out of Satan. 


We know how the story ends as we read through the 44 chapters of Job. Job goes through great turmoil and strife 
in his debates with his three friends, etc. Finally God Reveals Himself to Job! And Job realizes his sin, repents and is 
restored. So in the end God has made him an even more perfect servant and restored to him all things that the 
enemy had taken. 


Challenge 3? 
In the story of Job, our man Job is entirely unaware of Satan's challenges or what's at stake in them. All he knows is 
how to hold on to the confession of faith he has in the Lord. 


Suppose Satan had come again a third time with another challenge that increased level of Job's trial. The scene might 
have gone something like this 


And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast 
his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 


And thou hast stricken him with all manner of boils. 

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Boils come and boils go. Job still retaineth his life. 

But put forth thine hand now, and touch him with a sickness unto death, and he will curse thee to thy 
face. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; even to take his life. 


This time, supposing Satan had escalated the challenge a third time, what would happen? I believe that Job would 
continue to hold fast to his confession of faith and make a liar out of Satan once again. Later on in the book Job 
says: 


Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him .... Job 13:15 


And so Job would have glorified God by his death, still unaware of what was going on in the heavenly realms. When 
he came before the Lord for his judgment, God would have said, "Well done thou good and faithful servant, enter 
into the Joy of the Lord." 


End Time Application 

There is a lesson here that we could apply directly to the End Time Church. She is about to be afflicted by the 
Hordes of Hell as the Gates of Hell are opened and the enemy comes in like a flood. She will realize her sin, repent 
and be restored in a Glorious Revival. All things will be restored to her equipping her to bring in the great harvest of 
souls that God desires. 


But then what? 


Then we suppose there might be another meeting in heaven, and another conversation that would go something like 
this. 


Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan 
came also among them. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, 
From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my End Time Apostolic Church that there is none 
like her in the earth, nor has there ever been any like her in all history, being conformed to the very image 
of my own son Jesus. 

That she is a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that she is become holy 
and without blemish. 

A perfect and an upright Church, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 

One that has obeyed my every command 
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That has gone forth and preached my gospel, making disciples of all nations 


Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth this so called church of yours fear God for nought? 
Hast not thou redeemed her from all her sin, purifying her in the fire of your judgment 

And made an hedge about her, and about her house, and about all that she hath on every side? 

thou hast blessed the work of her hands, 

and baptized her with the Holy Ghost and Fire, 

Anointed her with rivers of oil, signs, wonders and miracles 

and poured out your Spirit upon her without measure so that the harvest is increased in the land. 
Hast thou not raised up the standard of holiness to frustrate my entire army 

But I still have a stronghold left in your so called perfection of beauty! 


And the Lord answered "Say on" 


You know that I have "the power of death" and trough fear of death I hold all your precious saints in 
bondage. [See Hebrews 2:14-15] 

But put forth thine hand now, and touch this church of yours with persecution unto death, and she will 
deny thee and curse thee to thy face. 

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, she is in thine hand to do whatsoever thou wish. So Satan went 
forth from the presence of the LORD. 


And the result of this we find in Revelation 13 


And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was 
given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. Rev 13:7 


But we have one advantage over Job. We have read the book to the end and we know that Satan's Final 
Challenge is doomed to fail just like all the rest. 


And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they 
loved not their lives unto the death. Revelation 12:11 


And though Satan is given power to overcome us, we know that we will overcome him the same way Jesus did 
when He defeated him at the cross. 


Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. I John 3:16 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Stumbling Blocks to Maturity 


Bill Somers 


Ro 14:1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 


For any given topic in end time prophecy, there are 57 varieties of opinion. Heinz Law of 
Eschatology. 


Introduction 

Childish Things 

Over the years, the Lord has shown me many things out of his word. | have written about the end 
times, revival, the kingdom, the church and the second coming in my other articles. Another topic that 
comes often is disputes and divisions in the church. We have an unending number of differences of 
opinion. In fact, it seems that whenever two Christians from different churches get together, one of the 
first things they do is to find something do disagree about. We have cases where there are a good 
number of scriptures that support either side of a question. And we have cases where a given 
scripture can be interpreted in two or more ways. Lack of maturity is what prevents God’s people from 
agreeing on these issues and coming into ‘unity of the faith.’ How is this so? 


Our first opening quote above refers to doubtful disputations. My paraphrase of it is, accept your 
brothers and sisters in the Lord who are weak in faith, or immature; but don’t get into foolish 
arguments with them. These next two quotes reinforce that idea. 


2Ti 2:22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. 


Tit 3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about 
the law; for they are unprofitable and vain. 


In other words, don’t get yourself tangled up in stupid arguments with immature believers. As these 
quotes indicate, they are ‘doubtful’, ‘unprofitable’ ‘unwise’ and cause a lot of friction. 


One way of expressing why you should avoid these arguments is simply that it’s childish. As | said, the 
Lord has shown me many things about the end times. Occasionally, he would go over them and 
summarize them to me. The way this worked was like this. | would imagine myself sharing or speaking 
on these topics to an audience somewhere, and the Lord would be giving me the things to say to 
them. [Some refer to this as the anointing to preach.] As | was doing this one day, it occurred to me 
that in my discussion, | never touched on the subject of the Pre-Trib Rapture. And furthermore, that 
some listeners would think this unusual since it has been a really big issue for some time. What if, | 
thought, someone would bring up a question like this: ‘But, sir, you are not even trying to disprove the 
pretrib rapture!’ Well that’s right; | never even consider it an option. But | asked the Lord, well Lord 
what do | say if someone asks me that? His answer really startled me! Or rather, as some might say, it 
blew me away! He said: When | became a man, I put away childish things. 


Wow! How like him to cut through all the stuff and nonsense and get right to the heart of the matter! 
Now even after about 10 years, I’m still learning the full implications of what he spoke to me that 
evening. That’s what this essay is about. 


One of these implications is this. To a mature believer, the pre-trib teaching is absolute childish 
nonsense, period, end of discussion. What does this have to say about the level of maturity in the 
church today? Well for the most part it says there is no level of maturity in the church today. Some few 
individuals are approaching maturity, but for in general you’re not going to find much maturity 
anywhere. [What maturity | might have myself is purely the Lord’s doing and nothing | accomplished by 
my own efforts, | assure you.] 


So it’s the immature Christians that get caught up in foolish fussin’, fuedin’, and fightin’. The mature 
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are to avoid all that. | have found my self in several cases submitted to men that had far greater 
experience, authority, and ministry credentials than mine. Yet in these situations | was often puzzled by 
why they could not see the things the Lord was revealing to me in the scriptures. Now | realize that it’s 
simply that they were immature. Even those with many years in the ministry, that you would expect to 
be mature users of the Word, turned out to be immature. In many cases that was because of stumbling 
blocks in their lives. 


| was looking to them as experts in the word, but it turned out that | was more expert than they were. 
And | was putting myself at a disadvantage by regarding them as superiors. It was realizing this, which 
lead to this article. 


As we proceed, we are going to look at what maturity is; and how it is linked with faith and wisdom. 
Then we'll consider what common obstacles to it exist. 


Part One 
Maturity and Wisdom 


Maturity is having the faith to acquire wisdom. The mature have faith and get wisdom. This is a matter 
of degree, not an either or situation. The mature have a degree of faith and have received a degree of 
wisdom. 


Heb. 5: 12-14 is a key passage for understanding the notion of maturity. 


Heb. 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need 
of milk, and not of strong meat. 

13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 

14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 


We see that those who have been in ministry and should be capable teachers are spoken of as those 
who need teaching. This is the condition of the church today. This passage contrasts the mature, 
those of full age, with the babes in terms of consuming meat or milk, in relation to the oracles of God. 
The word oracle is related to oration or speaking. So Hebrews here is talking about God speaking. 
As we get farther along, we will be able to see exactly what are the first principles of the oracles of 
God. 


Now here is the context of the phrase the Lord spoke to me that | mentioned above. 


1 Cor. 13: 8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

11 When I was a child, | spake as a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, | put away childish things. 

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then 
shall | know even as also | am known. 

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 


In general this whole passage speaks of a great transition. It’s the transition from a child to a man; 
from the immature to the mature. We change from being those who know in part, and prophesy in part 
to those who know even as we are known. We go from seeing things very dimly, to seeing things quite 
plainly. 


We start as babes in Christ, who are nourished by the milk of the word. We must mature to become 
like those of full age who are nourished by strong meat. 


This passage from Ephesians 4 covers much of the same ideas. It speaks of the 5 fold ministry and 
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its purpose, to help in the perfecting of the saints. That is another way of saying to help lead them out 
of the childish ways into maturity. 


Eph. 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: 

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; 

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: 


Notice how it talks about growing up and being children no longer; leaving behind childish things and 
childish ways. The children are pictured as being tossed about, and carried away with constantly 
changing doctrines and differing opinions. They are easy marks for trickery, craftiness and deception. 
They are contrasted with the mature that come into unity of the faith, and achieve a level of perfection 
as they grow up into a likeness of Christ. 


Those teachers — you have 10,000 instructors in Christ — whom you notice are immature in the word 
are to be avoided, except in the very basics. 


Proverbs 14:7 Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the 
lips of knowledge. 


They are essentially and automatically disqualified as teachers or expositors of the word. They will of 
course have some truth and accuracy in what they have to share, but you will find it thoroughly mixed 
with error and man’s opinion. This of course includes all Christian denominations and camps, to a 
greater or lesser degree. We should not be bothered to argue or dispute with them, as with any who 
are weak in faith. From God's point of view, the differences between denominations are often nothing 
more than children arguing on the playground that really have no idea what they are talking about. . 


No Undecided Voters 


A few weeks before the last presidential election here in America, | got into a discussion with a co- 
worker who supported the candidate | opposed. One thing he mentioned was very intriguing. Actually, 
all the polling data about the undecided voter was just a lot of bunk, he claimed. There are no 
undecided voters; the election will not be won by swaying the undecided voter, or by persuading those 
of the opposing party to switch their votes. The election will go to who ever gets out the vote. [I 
personally feel that the heavy rain all election evening here in Ohio is what swung the state into the 
Republican camp. ] 


The next interesting point he made was that people did not give the real or honest reason they vote 
one way or another. In this election, he felt, people were actually quite indifferent to the personality and 
character of John Kerry. And they really weren't moved by the candidate’s stands on the issues. 
People were going to vote one way or the other because they either liked the incumbent Pres. Bush or 
because they hated him. And the issues were irrelevant, and the personality of his opponent, Kerry 
made no difference. Now they might give a great deal of reasons for voting one way or the other, but 
that meant nothing really. The fact was that most people have their minds made up and simple 
arguments would not persuade them. And that’s because their minds were made up on an emotional 
basis. Nobody is going to admit that the real reason they vote the way they do is not based on sound 
logic. But for some it is a personal like or dislike, and for some, it may be simply party affiliation. 
Character and programs mattered not at all. 


Reason Has A Limited Effect 

Generalizing on this idea, it seems that reasoning and logic does not convince people to change their 
views. Ultimately their views and opinions are not entirely rational. Now reason can have a great 
influence in many cases, but where it meets resistance it will not carry the day. We know from the bible 
and from experience that there are great spiritual influences on the mind. And these are capable of 
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controlling or conditioning the thinking of entire populations where they hold sway. 


No matter what you say, some people are set in their views and cannot be swayed by any rational 
means. The real reasons for their attitudes may be will hidden behind a smokescreen of excuses and 
rationalizations. 


This brings us back to avoiding foolish disputes. The immature Christian will get into foolish debates 
because they are still babes, feeding on the milk of the word. They are still weak in the faith. They will 
latch onto some theory, and nothing can budge them. Reasoning from the scriptures does not sway 
them, because their ideas or the ideas they have been taught, have become a stronghold in their 
thinking. 


And what do we mean by weak in the faith? We are told that faith comes by hearing and hearing by 
the word of God. This can mean faith comes by hearing the word of God. Or in a more complex 
analysis, that faith is the ability to hear the word of God, and this hearing comes from ‘The Word of 
God’, that is Jesus. This said another way is that Jesus gives the ability to hear his word. 


So what do we mean by hearing in this case? Spiritual hearing of course. When Jesus rebukes his 
critics in John 8 it says: 


John 8:43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 
Here it’s not whether they can hear what he is saying to them. They could just holler ‘Speak Up Louder’ 
if that was the case. Their problem is they have no Spiritual ears to hear the meaning of Jesus’ words. 
The idea is restated in verse 47. 


John 8:47 He that is of God heareth God's words 


This does not only apply to the ungodly, but to the immature Christian. When one comes to the lord, he 
can read the word and this is feeding on the milk. As you mature, you begin to hear the word as well. 
This is learning to feed on the meat, and it should always increase. So hearing is not just hearing with 
the ears, it is understanding. Likewise, seeing is not just seeing with the eyes, but understanding or 
comprehending. 


The First Principle Of The Oracles Of God. 
As we mentioned the word oracle refers to speech. So the oracles of God are what God is speaking. 
And the first principle is that you have to hear. It is repeated 7 times in the book of revelation. 


"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." (Revelation 2:7, 
2:11, 2:17, 2:29, 3:6, 3:13, 3:22 ) 


Skepticism 

The hard core skeptic will refuse to accept that there is any spiritual side to life at all. He will always 
find or make up some natural explanation for anything that happens. To those whose world view 
allows for a spiritual dimension, and accept the existence of spirits, many events are obviously 
supernatural in cause. To the skeptic, it’s just coincidence. But coincidence is often exactly what God 
uses to emphasize things to those who have an ear to hear. [On Sep. 11, 2002 the numbers 9 1 1 
came out in the New York State lottery; coincidence?] 


The Limits Of Mans Reason 

You can only go so far in teaching or explaining the bible. There comes a point where you have to let 
the student or the audience figure out things for themselves. The immature believer is not going to get 
it; the skeptic is not going to accept it. Only the Spirit of God will lead them to make the right 
conclusion. 


The Divinity of Jesus 

For example in Revelation, there is a description of God’s throne in heaven. It is said to be 
surrounded by the four beasts. Later you see where it says that in the midst of the throne, and in the 
midst of the four beasts there stood a lamb. A believer can read this and in a flash of insight, reach a 
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conclusion that Jesus is God. For him, because the Spirit can quicken his insight, this can be a proof 
text. A skeptic can look at this same passage and just as easily say ‘I don’t see where this proves 
anything!’ 


Another passage used as a proof text is in John 20: 28 when doubting Thomas places his hand into 
Jesus’ wounded side, and exclaims, My Lord and My God! To a believer this is a proof text of the 
Divinity of Jesus. To a skeptic or a member of a movement or cult that denies the Divinity of Jesus, it’s 
no proof at all. They can easily claim that Thomas is just using a figure of speech. As someone who 
says “Jumpin’ Jehosaphat!” or “Holy Smoke!” is merely expressing astonishment. 


The idea here is that if someone doesn’t want to accept a certain idea, or believe a certain doctrine, 
they will always be able to come up with an alternative explanation. If they have not been given any 
insight by the Spirit or they are hindered by one of the stumbling blocks the result is much the same. 
They will go off in the wrong direction. 


Likewise the anti-rapture school will often go too far and reject any covenant promises with Israel as 
applying to natural Israel. This gets them into replacement theology, and dangerously close to anti- 
Semitism. It is a typical over-reaction to the excesses of dispensationalism. These thinkers will find 
themselves saying things like “The restoration of the State of Israel in 1948 has absolutely nothing to 
do with bible prophecy.” Well, duh! How is anybody going to be taken seriously when they deny 
something as obvious as that? Man’s logic in this case gets him to the point of denying the obvious. 


No matter what you say, some people are set in their views and cannot be swayed by reason or 
scripture. The real reasons for their attitudes may be will hidden behind a smokescreen of excuses 
and rationalizations. Or you may just have a case of outright refusal to believe. 


Once | had an opportunity to share a taped testimony of someone who God had raised from the dead. 
Marvin Ford suffered a fatal heart attack and was dead on the hospital bed for one half hour. In his 
testimony he describes his experience in heaven, and how he saw his pastor come to the hospital, 
and pray over his corpse. Then he was back in his body, alive again. My neighbor listened to this and 
refused to believe it. He argued, well that never could have happened because after being dead that 
long, his brain cells would be dead and he would just be a vegetable if he woke up again. Well DUH! 
What does it take? Did this guy ever stop to think? If God could bring someone’s body back to life, 
wouldn't that include the brain cells? But it was no use debating him. No wonder Jesus said: 


Luke 16:31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 


So we are to avoid foolish disputes with those weak in the faith, because unless they can hear directly 
from God for themselves, nothing will convince them. They are may be swayed by some experience or 
jostled by a show of power, but mere discourse will have little effect. 


Receiving Divine Revelation 
How does knowledge come? Through man’s wisdom or God’s? Here is an important illustration from 
Matthew 16. 


Mt 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 


Let’s take a look at what is going on here. First Jesus asks them, who do men say that | am? And they 
list several alternatives. These are like theories based on man’s wisdom. Then he asks them: Who do 
you say that | am? 
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Then Peter, being given a typical multiple choice question on an exam, picks: None of the above. 
He is saying: none of the theories of men are right, and none of the wisdom of man carries any weight. 
You are Christ, the Son of the living God! 


And then Jesus says [I’m amplifying his remarks] Blessed you are indeed! Blessed because flesh and 
blood has not revealed it to you. That is you didn’t get it from studying the theories of other men, you 
didn’t get it from reading the latest best seller, or the most profound scholarly commentaries. And you 
didn’t figure it out all on your own. Yet you have this knowledge and that’s because you got it directly 
from God in Heaven. 

[And that’s where any real knowledge must come from.] 


The contrast between mature and immature is phrased as a comparison between the spiritual and the 
carnal, or fleshly in 1 Cor. 3 


1Cr 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, [even] 
as unto babes in Christ. 

2 | have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able [to bear it], neither 
yet now are ye able. 


John 6 touches on this idea also. 


John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that | speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 


The passage above mentions that the spoken words are life. This is also seen in the passages on 
Jesus’ temptation. 


Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 


People are set in their views and cannot be swayed by reason or scripture. But we see here that 
Divine Revelation, God’s wisdom, can overcome and override all of that. 


So we are to avoid foolish disputes with those weak in the faith, because unless they can hear directly 
from God for themselves, nothing will convince them. They are may be swayed by some experience or 
jostled by a show of power, but mere discourse will have little effect. 


Wisdom of Man vs. the Power of God 
Now if people are set in their views and cannot be swayed by reason what does it take to make a 
change? Consider these passages which compare the spoken word to the Power of the Spirit 


1Co 2:1 And I, brethren, when | came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of 
wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 

2 For | determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 


1Co 4:15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many 
fathers: for in Christ Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel. 

16 Wherefore | beseech you, be ye followers of me. 

17 For this cause have | sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the 
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as | teach every 
where in every church. 

18 Now some are puffed up, as though | would not come to you. 

19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which 
are puffed up, but the power. 
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20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 


Consider how the Spirit is described here in John 14 as one who teaches and brings things into 
remembrance. 


Joh 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | 
have said unto you. 


To provide an example of a more mature, in depth approach consider the following In the above 
passage from 1 Cor 4 a very similar description is given for Timotheus. This is a clue that the 
passage from 1 Cor 4 is allegorical. The speaker is Jesus, [not Paul] and Timotheus is used as a type 
of the Holy Spirit. It is Jesus who is saying be ye followers of me. The Holy Spirit is the one who is to 
teach and bring things into memory. And the mention of the coming to us and the nature of the 
Kingdom has end time implications. For now we have ten thousand instructors but where is the 
maturity? It’s found in those who are followers; those who can hear. 


Another Example 


We mentioned that someone can always find an alternate explanation for a bible passage. People 
have used the bible to prove just about anything. And it’s not just the bible; people can come up with 
reasons for just about anything. Man’s capacity for self justification and self delusion seems unlimited. 


Now the bible gives a very interesting example of exactly this process. In Psalms 26 you can find two 
sequential verses that tell you to do the exact opposites. And each one has a good reason given to 
justify it. [And the question may well be about foolish disputes.] 


Prov. 26:4 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. 
Prov. 26:5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit. 


The point here is with the letter of the law you can find a reason for just about anything. There are many 
issues of debate in the church where people on both sides of an issue can come up with scripture to 
prove their point. [Do we keep the Sabbath on Saturday or have worship service on Sunday, is one 
example that comes to mind.] Going with the letter of the law, we are just never going to reach 
agreement. Some of these questions can never be settled by arguing over the scripture. Proverbs 3 
puts it another way. 


Prov. 3: 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 


When faced with a demand for proof by the scripture, you can talk till you are blue in the face and it 
won't make any difference, without the Spirit to open the ears of the listener. Depending on your own 
logic automatically means you are no longer trusting the Lord. But when you ‘acknowledge him’ you 
admit that you can't figure these things out on your own. He will lead the way, trust him enough to 
follow. 


Is it any wonder that Jesus’ would say: 
Mark 4:9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 


Once again, reasoning and logic does not convince people to change their views. Someone who is 
holding a certain view point can always find alternate explanations or simply go into denial. They are 
leaning on their own understanding. 


Existentialism 

The famous existentialist philosopher, Jean Paul Sartre, based a lot of his arguments on a 
hypothetical moral dilemma. He proposed a situation in which a young man was torn between duty to 
his country and duty to his parents. Then he showed that Religion did not provide any answer to this 
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dilemma. You could find strong reasons for both sides of the question and no way of convincingly 
answering it. Since religion has no answers, he rejected belief in God. [In logic, this is called a non 
sequitur or as we say nowadays, it does not compute.] The mature Christian will know that religion 
has no answers, God has the answers , and they are found in seeking him! Religion is just the dead 
letter of the law. Or it is a system of man made rules that promise salvation but can never deliver. It is 
a work of the flesh. 


Mixed with Faith 
Another way of expressing this is to look at the idea of the word mixed with faith. 


Heb 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached 
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 


This is saying the word needs to be mixed or received by faith. For those without faith, the word is of 
little or no benefit. 


What is the word that is not mixed with faith? It’s the plain word with no Spirit in it. It is natural, not 
supernatural; or flesh not spirit. The word mixed with faith is supernatural. 


Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 


Let’s look at this verse. He that comes to God must believe he is. The skeptic is not going to get very 
far studying the word. He will not be very able to hear the voice of one he thinks doesn't exist! [We 
believe he is because he says | AM!] 


Next, we believe he is a rewarder of those who intensely seek him. How does he reward his seekers? 
One answer is for those who seek him, he gives of himself. Those who seek him, find ... him. That is 
they find more of him. He reveals more and more of himself to you! And there is always more to be 
found. This is the Key of Knowledge and way to maturity. 


Examples: 
This passage speaks of seeking wisdom and finding it as you would find a hidden treasure. 


Pr 2:1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 

6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 
7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 
8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 

9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good 
path. 


This next passage speaks of the gradual growth to maturity which comes from seeking Him. 


Isa 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? 
them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little: 


Now this passage speaks of the hidden treasures found in him, and contrasts it with the enticing 
words of men. 


Col 2:1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict | have for you, and for them at Laodicea, 
and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; 
2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the 
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full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ; 

3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

4 And this | say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 

5 For though | be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your 
order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 


This passage speaks of knowing the Lord by receiving hidden riches, or to invert that, receiving the 
riches which is knowing the Lord. 


Isa 45:3 And | will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, 
that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 


Without faith it is impossible to please him. Romans 10 adds this: 
Ro 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
And 1st Corinthians points out that: 


1Co 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 


John adds this: 


John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that | speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 


All of this put together is very significant. Without the hearing of the word, it’s impossible to understand 
the word. The hearing of the word is the second witness. The Spirit who gives illumination or sheds 
light on the word will do so to the extent that you are able to understand. So someone with more 
background knowledge or who already understands some parts of the bible is able to receive deeper 
revelation of any given passage. In this way each revelation can become the foundation or 
background of the next revelation. There are often multiple levels, multiple meanings and multiple 
lessons potentially to be found in the word. So the Spirit may reveal quite different things to different 
readers from the same bible verse. 


Having the word ‘mixed with faith’ means hearing the voice of God. This is inherently a supernatural 
thing. The hearing of faith is what lets us understand the word. This sheds new light on the verse that 
says without faith it is impossible to please him. Well obviously, if you’re not hearing what he says, you 
won't know what he wants you to do! We need the hearing of faith, then comes the obedience of faith. 
With these then, we may be able to please God. 


Two Witnesses 
We just mentioned that hearing the word is the second witness. Let’s look at the idea of having 2 
witnesses. 


De 17:6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be 
put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death. 


De 19:15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any 
sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall 
the matter be established. 


Mt 18:16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word may be established. 


2Co 13:1 This is the third time | am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses 
shall every word be established. 
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John 8:17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. 


Here we have a few verses relating to the idea that 2 or more witnesses are needed to prove 
something. In the Old Testament verses, they are witnesses in a case of a capital crime. The 2 
witnesses are needed to establish the guilt of a guilty party when there is a death sentence possible. 


In the case of the New Testament verses, capital punishment is not the issue; the principle is applied 
much more broadly. It covers any situation where positive proof is needed. 


Early in my Christian walk, | was taught that these verses were the foundation of a principle of Bible 
Study. That is they are generalized. This means that in order to prove or establish a teaching or 
doctrine, you needed to find 2 verses of the bible that said roughly the same thing to support whatever 
you were trying to prove. 


Well this made some sense, and nobody questioned it at the time. It was one of those things you were 
taught as a baby Christian and never gave much thought to. So what’s the problem with it, you ask? 
Well, everyone gave this principle ‘lip service’ and that’s all. Its one of those things that you can use 
for emphasis when you have 2 verses that support what you're trying to say. But when you don’t have 2 
verses, well shucks, 1 will do just fine. That is to say, everyone said they agreed with the 2 witness, 2 
verse theory. But nobody actually applied it in any honest way. | have never heard any teaching 
challenged because the teacher failed to supply 2 verses to make his point. We all operate on the 
basis that if you can find it in the word of God, then that’s enough proof. God only needs to say 
something once. After all the word is considered infallible and without error. So if God said something, 
even if only once, it’s still something that God said, and has to be true. After all do we go through the 
bible and rip out every verse that doesn’t have a backup somewhere else in the bible? Of course not! 
So what's wrong with this picture? Why does God say to establish every word by two witnesses? Is 
this meant to apply only to specific situations where witnesses are called to testify? Is it a mistake to 
apply this to the word of God itself? Does the Word of God need 2 witnesses before we believe it? Or 
rather does the Word of God require 2 witnesses before we can understand it? Putting that another 
way, can we believe, and thereby obey something we don’t understand? 


We find the 2 witness idea repeated several times in the bible, so it must be important; yet we’re not 
sure how to apply it. The reason is we are looking at the matter in an entirely wrong way. 


Just recently, | got some new revelation on the matter. We were in a discussion with a skeptical young 
man about some issues of the bible and faith. | had challenged him to puzzle out the events in John 8: 
1-11 on the basis of some background info about the Pharisees, and some verses from the law of 
Moses. One of these was De 17:6 quoted above. His comment about it really opened my eyes to 
what the real issue was here. And | found it tied in perfectly with my thinking in preparing this essay. 


What he said was: Moses is calling for 2 or three witnesses here. But the only witness that | have 
that this is really the word of God is Moses. Well, | had never thought about it that way! It’s like we 
take it for granted that the words in the Bible are the words of God which the Holy Spirit spoke to the 
various authors, like Moses, which they then went and wrote down. So Moses is the witness. When we 
read the word of God at the hand of Moses, Moses is the witness that this is what God said. Even if 
we find 3, 4 or 5 verses that support one of our ideas, there is still only 1 witness! And that witness is 
Moses. So my friend says, here | am taking Moses word that this is what God said. But Moses is still 
just one witness! 


So | explained to this young man how | understood the inspiration for the bible works. As | did so, the 
understanding came to me, even while | was talking, that the second witness has to be the Holy Spirit! 
Here is how | presented it. 


The Bible says that ‘all scripture is given by inspiration of God. ‘i.e. the Holy Spirit.] Now this works 
two ways. Like in the case of Moses, the Lord said to him, take and write these words in a book. Well 
the Lord appears to Moses and tells him, or he speaks the words directly into his mind. And Moses 
writes down exactly what God says. He doesn’t need to understand what God means by any of it. All 
he has to do is write it down exactly as given to him. That’s the first way that scripture is given by the 
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A witness is someone who gives testimony. A biblical writer is giving his testimony that he has written 
what God told him to write. If you think he is writing down his own thoughts, or doing it on his own 
initiative, you have missed it big time. 


A testament is another word for testimony. So the bible, new and old, is just a series of testimonies. 
It's one witness, the Spirit is the second one! 


The second way the Spirit gives scripture is by giving it to the reader! As the reader is reading in the 
bible, the Spirit will give him bits and pieces of it. He opens the understanding of the reader so that it 
makes sense. And if you’re reading parts of the bible without the guidance of the Spirit, you just won’t 
get it. Get it? 


So in reading Moses or Matthew or any book of the Bible, the first witness is the bible itself. You’re 
reading a long, confusing, vague and boring book that claims to be the word of God. That’s your first 
witness, the book claims to be the word of God. Now along comes the Spirit and takes the long, 
confusing, vague and boring book, and brings it to life by showing you what things mean. That’s your 
second witness. And with these 2 witnesses you can prove things. The written word by itself is just a 
dead letter. The letter kills but the Spirit Gives Life. So the letter plus the Spirit gives life. That’s two 
witnesses. That’s the word mixed with faith! 


2 Corinthians 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the 
letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 


So the implication of this is that without the Spirit, no word can be established. The Spirit is our proof, 
not man’s wisdom. Any speaker or writer who is not inspired by the spirit is just presenting another 
theory. These theories are mostly man’s logic and wisdom, even when there is some truth in them. 
Regardless of someone’s experience, status or credentials, their theories are just so much ‘foolish 
disputations’. It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got the Spirit behind it. 


Stringing Pearls and Connecting Dots 

We said above that, when it comes to the bible in many cases, without the guidance of the Spirit, you 
just won't get it. The phrase ‘get it’ is especially suited here because it can be a lot like getting a joke. 
It requires something to click in, in your understanding for you to get a joke. In fact there is a joke on 
this very topic. For some people, it seems that they laugh 3 times at every joke. The first time the 
laugh is when you tell it. The second time they laugh is after you explain it. And the third time they laugh 
is a day or so later when they finally get it! 


Apply this to bible study. You can read the verses and get a little bit. You can have some teacher 
explain them to you, and get a little more. But when the Holy Spirit gives you insight, they you really 
have a handle on things. 


Now consider a children's dot-to-dot coloring book. You must connect the dots in the correct order 
before you can see the picture in order to color it. Connecting the dots is like stringing the pearls. | first 
heard the phrase 'stringing pearls’ in a teaching of Zola Levitt. It was used in the time of Jesus to 
describe a common method of expounding upon the scriptures practiced in the Jewish Synagogues 
in Galilee and Judea. A speaker would hold forth on a theme of his choice and cite verses from 
different parts of the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms as part of his teaching. The scriptures are 
compared to pearls and the train of thought that connects them is a string joining the pearls. So pearls 
were understood to symbolize verses of Holy Scripture. The dots are like pearls. When they are strung 
together in the right order, you begin to see the picture clearly. So it takes some study to connect the 
dots, and then a flash of insight to recognize what the picture is. 


Lining Up With The Word 


We hear often that so and so’s teachings do not line up with the word. Or that someone’s vision, 
dream or prophecy does not agree with scripture. If it doesn’t line up with the word, throw it out we are 
told. Most often this kind of talk comes from those who are basically immature in the word, and have 
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little understanding of the deeper meanings in the word. In effect, they are saying that ‘such and such 
teaching or theory’ does not agree with my understanding of the word, so it must be wrong. So they 
want God to conform to them. In their pride, they never consider that there might something lacking in 
their understanding. 


For example, we have many visions and prophesies about end time revival and harvest. The critics 
will throw these out, claiming that the bible makes no mention of end time revival and harvest. Now if 
these visions, etc, are correct, they constitute direct revelation by the Spirit. This is where the critic will 
jump in and come against the very idea of revelation knowledge. Critics will argue that God has 
nothing new to say; he said it all in his word; and the word must be sufficient. And they will maintain 
this without offering any scriptural proof. 


What we need to be asking is whether the Spirit is giving any light on the scriptures that provide an 
interpretation which lines up with the prophecies. If you look in the scriptures you will find that that’s 
exactly how God operates. He will reveal something directly and then show it to you in the 
scriptures. This is two witnesses establishing a word. Here is a case in point from when Jesus 
meets the two disciples on the road after he has risen from the dead. 


Lu 24:25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken: 

26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 

27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself. 


First he tells them directly: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his 
glory? Then he takes them into the bible and shows it to them in the written word. Many of the 
passages in Isaiah speak of a suffering servant, for example. But it’s not clear who they apply to. New 
Testament passages spell out the fact that they refer to Jesus. Here is a well known instance of such a 
clarification. 


Isa 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 


Now Peter, referring to Jesus, clears up the question of whose stripes we are talking about. 


1Pe 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 


So when immature believers claim they don’t see something in the bible, the problem is not what is in 
the bible or not in the bible. The problem is in what they can see. It’s not a question of whether 
something or other is not in the bible; it’s just that they don’t see it! Or rather they don’t see it with 
spiritual eyes; they don’t understand it. 


Part 2 

The Stumbling Blocks 

What is a Stumbling Block? It’s called stone of stumbling or rock of offense and it keeps you from 
walking the right path, or getting where you should be going. . 


Ro 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man 
put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 


1Co 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the 
Greeks foolishness; 


Rom 9:33 As it is written, Behold, | lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and 
whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 


The stumbling blocks come in two groups, one a set of ideas, perhaps mental strongholds. The other 
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is a set of attitudes. Any one of these can provide a major stumbling block keeping one from receiving 
revelation knowledge and moving on toward maturity. 


Another interesting reference stumbling blocks is in Isaiah 57. Here it talks about the stumbling block 
being removed and mentions revival to come to those who are humble and contrite. [Those who have 
repented.] So stumbling blocks stand in the way of maturity, and of revival! 


Isa 57:14 And shall say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumblingblock 
out of the way of my people. 

15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; | dwell 
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 


Stumbling Blocks | 
The Sacred Cows 


The first group is a set of ideas or methods used to approach the study of the Word of God. | have 
called them The Sacred Cows of Bible Study, in one of my other articles, so | won't go into detail here. 
Here they are: 

Literalism 

The literal interpretation of the bible. 

Law of Context 

The notion that context is all important to understanding the bible. 

Historical Approach 

The use of scholarly analysis to bring out the meaning of the bible. 

Systematic Theology 

The attempt to construct a comprehensive theory that explains the entire bible. 


The Scholars and the Scholarly Approach 


All of these ‘sacred cows’ are part and parcel of a scholarly approach to the Word. Fundamentally, 
this is a form of worldly thinking, and an attempt to achieve worldly acceptance of theology as an 
academic discipline. Now this should tell us right off the bat that there is something wrong with this 
picture. First, in this approach we are using the ways of the world to expound on the word of God, 
Second, we are seeking the approval of man in our efforts. It shouldn't be too hard to find scripture 
that speaks against these ways. [Let that be your homework assignment.] 


We need to see that this approach is automatically and inherently immature, period, end of 
discussion. It will not lead us into the depths of God’s word, but only into ‘foolish disputing’ and 
fruitless dead ends. 


| recently picked up a copy of Introduction to Biblical Interpretation at a used book sale. It was 
published in 1993 by Word Inc. Three authors and an editor, all carrying the title Dr. and all from 
Denver Seminary produced this 500 some page scholarly tome. The back dust jacked carried 
glowing recommendations from luminaries at Gordon-Cromwell Seminary, University of Aberdeen, 
Fuller Theological Seminary, Asbury Theological Seminary, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and Trinity Western University. Are you impressed yet? 


Now to see what these gentlemen really knew about biblical interpretation, | consulted the index of 
subjects at the back of the book. Typology is mentioned on only 4 pages, and considered in depth on 
two additional pages. Allegory is covered on only two pages. Symbols and symbolism were not even 
listed. 


In their analysis of typology, it quickly became clear that they based everything on understanding what 
the ‘biblical authors’ intentions were. This shows a clear lack of faith in the divine inspiration of the 
bible. What were Moses’ intentions when the Lord told him to write his words in a book? If Moses had 
any sense at all, his intent would be to write the words of God in a book! So if you focus on Moses’ 
intentions, [or any other biblical author’s], you completely miss the idea. What were God’s intentions in 
speaking these words in the first place? 
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Since the meaning of biblical passages in not always precisely clear, to make an understatement, you 
have to ask the author to explain things to you. [We call this, in Christian jargon, inquiring of the Holy 
Spirit.] To put it bluntly, the bible is deliberately vague, confusing, and boring. [Try and find a preacher 
who will admit that.] You need the Spirit to reveal the meaning. The authors of this work clearly 
acknowledge this need, but they get it all backward. Their teaching is that while the Spirit is needed, 
correct interpretation relies more on careful study and analysis of the text. Their acknowledgement of 
the need for the Spirit is pure lip service. What you really need, according to the scholars, are 
dictionaries, commentaries, word studies, and social-historical research; and the proper methods to 
use them. Could this be a case of the blind leading the blind? 


Now the bible is there for anyone to study, not just trained scholars. Religion would have the people 
depending on the clergy; the rabbi’s, priests, and ministers; especially the theologians. But the bible 
tells us directly that wisdom and understanding come from the Lord, not from study. True we are told to 
study and meditate on the word, but also to seek the Lord for wisdom. The bible is a sealed book 
except to those who have ears to hear. 


When | first got saved and came into a Christian church, it was a Pentecostal styled denomination 
called Full Gospel. [Oddly enough this denomination considered itself non-denominational.] One of the 
first things we were taught is that God is going to bring a great end time revival and harvest. This | 
later learned is a keystone of what is called Pentecostal Theology. We were shown various 
scriptures, references to the latter rain, etc, and taught how these were seen as pointing to such a 
harvest. Other denominations did not teach this at all. | had long been puzzled as to why some could 
see this and others couldn't. 


Let’s put it another way. Where some look in the bible and see end time revival and harvest others 
only see end time falling away, [apostasy] and judgment. Well as the skeptics argue, end time revival 
and harvest is just not there. That is unless the Spirit shows it to you, it’s just not there. But once you 
receive it as divine revelation, then it becomes obvious. [A similar issue could be: Is the church the 
bride of Christ?] 


All the scriptures that suggest revival and harvest mean nothing to the skeptic because he hasn't got 
ears to hear! As Faith comes by hearing, you can conclude that they simply are just weak in faith. They 
are not hearing from the Spirit in this area. And that’s likely to be because of stumbling blocks or 
strongholds in their thinking. But we are to avoid ‘foolish disputes’ with our brothers who are weak in 
the faith. There is no point even arguing with them about some of these issues. Their understanding is 
darkened; to them the books of the bible are sealed. 


Objective Or Subjective, The Limitations Of Science 

One of the objections that scholars have to employing allegory in bible study has been the loss of 
objectivity. Allegory must be subjective, these scholars feel and thus can’t be depended upon to come 
up with an interpretation everyone can agree on. This points to a fundamental assumption. This is the 
idea that we can draw conclusions from the Bible in just the same way that science reaches 
conclusions based on empirical observation and experiment. Once again this is to approach the word 
of God using the ways of the world. It’s inherently immature. 


In our day and age science is looked on as the ultimate achievement of man’s mind. And the 
accomplishments of technology as a testament to man’s greatness. So the scholarly approach goes 
the same direction because it seems to work in other areas. 


Few people are aware and still fewer people point out that empirical science and its handmaid 
mathematical logic have encountered serious dead ends. In mathematics, the queen of the sciences 
we are limited by the incompleteness theorem, which underscores the limits of man’s reason. 

Physics, the king of the sciences is even more seriously plagued by the uncertainty principle. This 
makes it clear that objective knowledge based on observation is always conditioned by the interaction 
between the event observed and the ones doing the observation. To put that more simply, the act of 
observing has an effect on the thing you are trying to observe, so you can never be sure of what is 
really happening. [See End Notes] Ultimately objectivity is a fiction, because the presence of the 
observer always has some influence on the phenomena being observed. [This is quite easy to see in 
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the field of journalism of course.] 


Intelligent Design 

Since were on the topic of science, these recent hearings on creationism vs. evolution are a real 
curious case. Is this a debate over the scientific merits of Darwin’s theory, or is it really a debate on 
the existence of God. Come on, let’s stop kidding around. If creationism or the theory of intelligent 
design makes more since than the theory of evolution, what does that prove? The existence of God, 
what else? 


This question of the existence of God is not an academic exercise. Nor is it some abstract 
philosophical puzzle or exercise in objective scientific study. You can say that the question of some 
obscure fact may be relatively objective. For instance, you can say, OK so Mars has two moons, big 
deal, what’s that got to do with me? Answer: nothing. 


But if you say intelligent design is the only thing that really makes any since, so there must be a God. 
Big deal, what’s that got to do with me? Answer: everything. 


When it comes to God, it’s no longer a matter of objective facts, it’s extremely subjective because you 
are involved whether you want to be or not. And once you acknowledge God, the next question is what 
are you going to do about it. If creationism is right, and God exists, then there are rules that should 
govern my behavior. But if evolution is right, then | can do whatever | want. But then so can everyone 
else. That’s the law of the jungle. The farther away you get from God's law, the closer you get to chaos. 


God Is Revealing Himself, The Revelation Of Jesus Christ 

When you realize that God is revealing himself to you as he reveals the depths of meaning in his word, 
the scholarly ways just become so much trivia. Now consider that God will reveal different, but not 
opposite things, to different people about the very same scripture. And consider that he will reveal 
different things about the same scriptures to the same person at different times. You can see that 
there are multiple meanings and levels in His Word. 


| recall a preacher who preached two weeks every night on John 3:16. Each sermon was different! 
God showed him different things to preach on each day. 


The demand for objectivity in bible interpretation is the search for the single correct meaning of a 
passage, based on a man made principle of interpretation. This has proven to be fruitless. Objective, 
independently verifiable truth is an element of worldly thinking. When it comes to the word of God, it 
just won't work. After all Jesus is the Word of God, and He says ‘I am truth’. Discovering truth then 
means receiving the Revelation of Jesus Christ. And this is only by varying degrees, as he reveals 
himself to different individuals. Objectivity then becomes a myth, a distraction, an error. This requires 
a pretty radical adjustment in mans thinking. The mature, are in Christ and have the mind of Christ. 
They can make this kind of radical adjustment in their thinking. They become like him in their thinking. 
His thoughts are higher than mans. His ways are different. 


Divine Revelation and Subjective Truth 

Divine revelation is a supernatural thing. It should however, be the normal daily fare for the mature 
believer. The uncertainty principle throws out unbiased, objective, empirical knowledge, because at 
certain levels, the act of observation interferes with the subject being observed. There is interaction 
between observer and the subject at just about any level, and at the subatomic level the uncertainty is 
overwhelming. 


Divine revelation on the other hand, only works when there is interaction. It requires interaction. It 
seeks interaction. The observer is you, the mature believer. The Subject is God, the creator of the 
universe. Since he has an infinite scope, only so much of Him can be observed at any one time. And 
what you observe is what he chooses to reveal of himself as you seek him. You can’t even think of it in 
terms of observer and subject. It works entirely different than scientific method or any other worldly 
approach. This is genuine truth, subjective truth, and divine fellowship, friendship and worship. 


Scholars and theologians study the word, like a biologist might study a specimen under a 
microscope. The biologist looks at a dead moth under a microscope. His observations can tell him a 
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lot about the surface appearance of the moth, but little about the internal workings. 


The immature believer, scholar or not, looks at the word and sees the dead letter. He can learn a lot 
about the surface meaning but little of the true depths of wisdom and knowledge. A mature believer is 
fellowshipping with the Spirit. He can sense the Lords presence. It’s just as if someone were standing 
next to him, placing a hand on his shoulder and whispering in his ear. The Spirit will call your attention 
to certain words and phrases; he will direct you to look up certain definitions, point you to important 
cross references, allow you to see new relationships and viewpoints, and put new ideas into your 
head. Most importantly, he will stir your curiosity for further study and increase your hunger for further 
insight. And that’s how wisdom comes, line upon line, precept on precept, here a little and there a 
little. 


Stumbling Blocks Il 
Hindering Attitudes 


The second group of stumbling blocks is a set of attitudes or practices that also can hold you back. | 
call them the hindering attitudes. They are as follows. 

Scorn of Others 

Skepticism and Unbelief 

Quenching the Spirit 

Despising Prophecy 

Being Offended By The Supernatural 

Idolatry In The Heart 

Unwillingness To Obey 


Let’s look at each of these in depth: 
Scorn of Others 


The scornful attitude is a byproduct of pride and a spirit of religion. Here is a selection of verses that 
speak to the issue. 


Ps 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 


Pr 1:22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their 
scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 


Pr 3:34 Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. 


Pr 14:6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that 
understandeth. 


Pr 22:10 Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall 
cease. 


Let’s look at the first one, from Psalm 1. 


Ps 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 


This tells us among other things, that those who are not scornful will be blessed. To invert that, those 
who are scornful will miss being blessed. The phrase seat of the scornful speaks of authority. Often 
the scorners are in some position of authority where they pass on their scornful attitude to their flock. 
One of the blessings they will miss is wisdom, as Psalm 14 points out. 


Pr 14:6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that 
understandeth. 
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It's easy to figure out what the scripture is telling us here. Scorning becomes a stumbling block. It 
prevents you from getting wisdom and keeps you in the ranks of the immature. If you repent and 
humble yourself, things will change for the better. 


Skepticism and Unbelief 

This is a tendency to reject or disregard anything that God is doing which doesn’t fit into your theology. 
Some call it putting God in a box. Or it can be termed limiting God. It’s closely related to quenching the 
spirit and offense at the supernatural. 


Quenching the Spirit 
1Th 5:19 Quench not the Spirit. 


This instruction is from 1 Thessalonians 5, where we are given a list of short commandments. It could 
also be called grieving the Spirit as mentioned in Eph 4. 


Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 
the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 
31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice: 

32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 


What exactly is quenching the Spirit? Any attempt to control or limit wnat God can do in your meetings, 
or in your personal life is one case. Those who suppress emotional expression, worshipping in the 
spirit, or operation of the spiritual gifts quench the Spirit. 


Quenching or grieving the Spirit is a stumbling block in that it involves rejection of the ministry of the 
Spirit. And that same ministry of the Spirit is what brings on maturity, so rejection will keep you in the 
ranks of the immature. Once you humble yourself and repent, The Spirit will be free to minister once 
again. 


Despising Prophecy 
Despising Prophecy is a special case of quenching the Spirit, we are told, again from 1 
Thessalonians 5: 


1Th 5:20 Despise not prophesyings. 
And in Matthew we read: 


Mt 10:41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's 
reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive 
a righteous man's reward. 


This also is a stumbling block in that it involves rejection of the ministry of the Spirit. The prophet’s 
reward is the benefit of his ministry, and or the message he brings. And also the maturity that can 
come through his teachings to those who have ears to hear. If you want no part of that, don’t expect to 
approach maturity. 


The Prophet’s Job 

The prophet’s job is not to produce accurate predictions. It is not the job of a prophet to produce 
accurate predictions. Producing accurate predictions is not the job of a prophet. Can | say it another 
way? 


His job is to obey the Lord, period, end of discussion. If that includes predictions, fine. But they are not 
judged on their accuracy, but on their obedience. That’s why he calls them, 'my servants, the prophets’. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


They are to go where, do what, and speak exactly as he tells them. This is regardless of the outcome 
or any effect on their reputation. Man who looks on the outward appearance wants to judge based on 
accuracy, the Lord sees things differently. 


Some time back we had a case of a young woman who prophesied a major seismic catastrophe to 
happen by a certain date. This did not occur as predicted. | consider it a warning that was heeded by 
enough intercessors to delay or avert the occurrence. Others considered it a case of false prophecy. 


| pay little attention to what goes on over the Christian Internet, and no attention to the other Christian 
Media. All my material for posting comes to my inbox. Yet somehow it came to my notice that this 
woman was being pilloried on the Web as a false prophet. | thought to my self: Why are these people 
picking on this woman just because she missed a date? And the Lord answered me: Moses, in the 
law says such a one should be stoned, what sayest thou? [John 8:5} 


And that was revelation to me. The first thing | realized is that the accuser of the brethren was in 
operation here. And second is that they were trying to judge her under the law. The letter kills but the 
Spirit gives life; what was the Spirit saying in this situation? The mature way to approach this is found 
in 1 Peter and Ephesians 


1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall 
cover the multitude of sins. 


Eph 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 


Offence at the Supernatural 
Once again, this is a special case of quenching the Spirit. In Luke 7, we read: 


Lu 7:23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 


By inverting the reading of the passage, who is offended misses the blessing, which can often be 
further wisdom and maturity 


Now this can include many types of supernatural happenings. Speaking in tongues and prophecy, 
expressive worship including gestures, exuberant behavior, wild dancing, people losing control of their 
bodies, people falling out under the power of the spirit, healings, and deliverance; visions, angelic 
visitations and others. | once had someone tell me that if someone next to them got a healing, they 
would get up and run out of church. That’s really going to keep them from progressing if they run away 
from what God is doing. 


In the refreshing of the 90’s many were offended by the phenomenon of the laughter, the stage diving 
and other seeming silliness. Then there were the screams and shrieks of those getting delivered. Also 
there were animalistic actions of dog barking and lion roaring. Clearly they felt, these are demonic 
manifestations and outbursts. They claimed to discern, by some personal set of rules, that it was not 
from God. Well sure having demons scream and curse is not a manifestation of the Lord. But as you 
can read in the Gospels, many times these things happened when Jesus came on the scene. Here’s 
an example from Mark 5. 


Mark 5: 6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have | to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the 
most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 


They were showing forth demonic actions because Jesus was there and about to cast them out. So 
the demonic behavior, while not coming from God, was a response to the presence of God. And it is a 
response we should expect to see whenever God is present in a powerful way. 


The screaming and carrying on is a response to God’s presence just as much as the worship and 
rejoicing. The reason it’s not normally found in our church services, is simply due to a lack of God’s 
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presence, to any significant degree if not a complete and total lack of God at all in today’s church. If 
you look at the histories of the great revivals, when God poured out large measures of the Spirit, you 
will find many records of wild carrying on. It’s ‘normal’ when God is greatly present. 


Sure the scoffers and discerners could tell there were demons present, but they missed the fact of the 
Lords presence, that was causing these demonic outbursts. 


Being offended by the supernatural also includes hatred of, or attempts to suppress emotionalism, 
prophecy and worship, as we mentioned above. All of these indicate the presence of God ina 
meeting. Squelching or avoiding them amounts to quenching the Spirit. This is a sure way to keep 
people in an immature state, depending on their clergy for everything, instead of learning directly from 
the Lord. And it also keeps the clergy in an immature state. Again this is the blind leading blind. 


Idolatry in the Heart 


The following passages are quoted from an article Heart Idols by David Webber. | feel they express 
this idea far better than | could, so PII just quote them. 


“Because most Christians are not really embracing death to their self-life, heart idols (doctrinal 
and otherwise) are not being dealt with which then prevent them from hearing the voice of the 
Father clearly, or even worse, lead them into deception." 


| was engaged in a conversation with a local pastor recently in which the subject of “heart idols” 
came up. This brother said that he believed that people certainly do “make up their own minds 
about certain matters” and even embrace certain doctrines because of preconceived ideas; 
“hear what they want to hear” he said. And although there is some truth to that, | don’t believe 
that accurately describes what is really going on spiritually. 


If we take a look at some of the verses that | listed above, we should be able to see something 
that is not just a matter of people "making up their own minds" because of preconceived ideas 
or mindsets, but something much more shocking than that; that is; people can inquire of the 
Lord with a heart that is not pure (preconceived wishes or ideas — heart idols) and the Lord 
might just give them an answer that is according to the idol in their heart! Isn’t that shocking? | 
believe that this is a reason why so many people can read and study the scriptures and 
continually find support for their doctrinal beliefs that are completely wrong! It all has to do with 
hearts that are not completely yielded to the Spirit. 


There is tremendous doctrinal division and controversy over the meaning of passages of 
scripture in the body of Christ today, and the only way that this is ever going to change is for 
Christians to ask the Lord to bring total destruction and annihilation to everything that is carnal 
and earthy in their thinking. This can be a very painful process. Is that something that you are 
willing to pray for Christian? If it is ... then do it ... and embrace whatever God brings into your 
life to see this purpose accomplished in you. 


So basically Idolatry in the Heart speaks of some area in our lives that’s not yielded to the Lord. It can 
be a doctrine, mindset or just a hobby or pursuit that distracts us from hearing God. And anything that 
keeps us from hearing God is a stumbling block to maturity. 


Unwillingness To Obey 

The previous topic, Idolatry in the Heart, is a special case of this one, unwillingness to obey. In any 
area where you are willing to obey what the Lord reveals to you, He will provide greater revelation. In 
any area you are not willing to obey, there will be a stumbling block, keeping you from gaining further 
wisdom and maturity. Let’s look at this section from John chapter 7. 


John 7:14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 

15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned? 
16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 

17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether | 
speak of myself. 

18 He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent 
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him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. 


In verse 14 you see Jesus teaching in the temple. Then in verse 15 some critics come along and 
saying in effect, how can he be teaching if he is not a trained scholar? The same critical attitude 
shows up in Acts 4 where the religious 


Acts 4:13 when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus. 


In verse 16 and 17 he answers them. We can paraphrase his answer like this. This teaching didn’t just 
come from a man, but from the God who sent me. Those who are willing to obey him, [do his will], will 
know that the teaching is from God and not just from a man. 


The reason here being that God will provide the witness of the Spirit to those who are willing and 
obedient, and that’s how they will know it’s true. 

Then in verse 18, he contrasts those who promote themselves with those who are dead to self and 
only seek the glory of God. When you are completely dead to self, you will do more than have truth, it 
says you will be true. 


Summary 

We have listed quite a few stumbling blocks, and gone into detail on some. We started by looking at 
why you should avoid foolish disputes. There we saw that it’s pointless to debate the immature 
believer. This is because they are still babes feeding on the milk. The mature are those who feed on 
the meat. They can hear the Spirit by the hearing of Faith. This lets them receive divine revelation. 
Immaturity is associated with lack of faith and or lack of wisdom. Maturity speaks of the wisdom that 
comes by faith. The mature have the letter of the law and the Spirit. The letter is supposed to lead you 
to Christ. 


Gal 3:24 24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith. 


And if you are really seeking, the Spirit will bring life to the word. 

The Key of Knowledge is to seek it, that is to seek the Lord. The stumbling blocks are things that keep 
you from going on to maturity. They can be ideas or methods like the sacred cows we mentioned. 
They can actually discourage you from seeking, or lead you into depending on some fruitless method 
based on worldly thinking. Other stumbling blocks can be one or more of a set of attitudes which 
hinder or prevent you from fellowship with the Spirit. Or they may quench or grieve the Spirit. This in 
turn stymies spiritual growth. 


Maturity vs. Immaturity 


The immature are Proud 
The mature are Humble 


The immature are Scornful 
The mature are Understanding 


The immature are Despise Prophecy 
The mature desire to Prophecy 


The immature sees Bible text as Literal 
The mature sees Bible text as Allegorical 


The immature sees Bible text as: Having 1 meaning only 
The mature sees Bible text as having multiple meanings 


The immature Treat the bible as a Law book 
The mature Treat the bible as having many forms of expression. 
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The immature Studies the bible Depending on a method 
The mature Studies the bible depending on the Spirit. 


The immature sees bible text as the thoughts of the Writer of the book 
The mature sees bible text as the Words of Jesus. 


The immature are offended by supernatural phenomena 
The mature are comfortable with supernatural phenomena. 


The immature honors the sacred cows 
The mature Partake of real meat. 


The immature think God said it all in his Word 
The mature knows that God still speaks today. 


The immature applies parts of scripture to certain groups 
The mature see that all scripture applies to us. 


The immature claim that the Word is sufficient 
The mature know that it must be mixed with faith and illuminated by the Spirit. 


The immature expect that study will reveal all the secrets of the bible 
The mature accept that some things remain concealed. 


The immature are stiff necked and resistant 
The mature are willing to obey lessons learned. 


The immature study the bible to know the Law 
The mature study the bible to know the Lord. 


The immature are stuck in the old paradigm 
The mature are moving into the new paradigm. 


End Notes: 
The Law Was Our Schoolmaster 


Gal 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to them that believe. 

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. 

24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith. 

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 


Godel's Incompleteness Theorem 

In 1931, the Czech-born mathematician Kurt Gödel demonstrated that within any given branch of 
mathematics, there would always be some propositions that couldn't be proven either true or false 
using the rules and axioms ... of that mathematical branch itself. You might be able to prove every 
conceivable statement about numbers within a system by going outside the system in order to come 
up with new rules and axioms, but by doing so you'll only create a larger system with its own 
unprovable statements. The implication is that a// logical system of any complexity are, by definition, 
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incomplete; each of them contains, at any given time, more true statements than it can possibly prove 
according to its own defining set of rules. Jones and Wilson, An Incomplete Education 


Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle 

According to the Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle the idea that you can measure things exactly 
breaks down. If a particle has momentum p and a position x, you would not be able to measure p and 
X precisely. There is an uncertainty associated with each measurement, which can never be 
eliminated, even in a perfect experiment! This is because whenever a measurement is made, the 
system is disturbed. (In order to know something is there, the observer has to bump into it.) 
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Discerning the Shadows 
by Bill Somers 


Consider the following scene. There is a large room with several people seated in various places. A door to the 
outside is open and someone very important is approaching, about to enter through the door. He casts a shadow 
ahead of him that can be seen on the floor of the room. There are some that can see the shadow very clearly 
because of where they are sitting. Others can hear the voice and footsteps of the person when it's not too noisy in 
the room. Still others can sometimes get a glimpse of him in a mirror or through a window. Each of these people can 
tell something about the person coming and about how close he is to the door. The closer he gets, the more those in 
the room can tell about him. They are able to pass along some of their information to others in the room at times. 
Some can tell what they hear, some can tell what they see and some can tell what they have learned by studying the 
shadow. However communication is very poor due to disorder and conflict between the people inside. Some are 
expecting the arrival of the person, others will be extremely surprised. Once he enters the room their knowledge of 
him will begin to increase dramatically and soon will be far more complete and accurate. 

This is a picture of the Church today. She is about to receive a visit from the Lord. His prophets know he is coming, 
in a spiritual sense first, others only look forward to His physical return, still others aren't expecting Him very soon, if 
at all. 

This is not a visitation like past visitations. It is more than just a visit. He is coming to stay. He is not coming as a 
guest to spend a short time. He is coming as the Head of the church, to take up permanent residence. He is coming 
to take over. 


His prophets know he is coming. 

Those who can hear His voice and footsteps are those who prophesy the words he gives them. 

Those who catch occasional glimpses of Him are those who relate their visions. 

Those who see the outlines of His shadow are those who are prophetic teachers. 

The shadows are the prophetic types and shadows found in the bible. 

"Let no man judge you in meat or in drink or in respect of an holy day or of the new moon or of the sabbath 
which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ." Col. 2:16 Note that the last clause of this 
verse could be translated ‘and the body of Christ’ So this verse speaks of things in the bible which are shadows of 
things to come and the body of Christ [the Church] 

Their meaning is imparted to the prophet by revelation. So that to discern the shadows is to understand the bible and 
what it says about the return of the Lord. 

The closer he gets, the more those in the room can tell about him. This means you can see His shadow more clearly. 
We know that 'the books [of the bible] are sealed till the time of the end'; so when their meaning is revealed we 
know the time of the end has come. 


The Lord gave me this illustration of the people in the room to show how He speaks to His people. And so I would 
understand that I was one of those who discern the shadows. 

That is there are three kinds of prophets, the hearers, the seers, and the teachers. 

It wasn't till later that I found that this verse in Hosea says practically the same thing. "I have also spoken by the 
prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes [types and shadows], by the ministry of the 
prophets." (Hosea 12:10) 


Once He enters the room their knowledge will become far more complete and accurate. 

"For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away." (1 Corinthians 13:9-10) 

This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
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Isaiah 6:9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and 
see ye indeed, but perceive not. 


Isaiah 52:8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for 
they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 


We ran across this idea of Sola Scriptura while researching for an article on the inspiration of the 
scriptures. Our idea is to show some aspects of what the Lord has revealed to us on the nature of his 
Word. And on of the topics involved there is inerrancy. 


There are several theories of inspiration. Instead of listing them all and getting side tracked, we 
present this quote from Ron Rhodes which summarizes the correct view. 


What Is Inspiration? 

Biblical inspiration may be defined as God's superintending of the human authors so that, 
using their own individual personalities (and even their writing styles), they composed and 
recorded without error His revelation to man in the words of the original autographs. Inspiration 
means that "the Holy Spirit of God superintended the human writers in the production of 
Scripture so that what they wrote was precisely what God wanted written.” 

The Inspiration of Scripture (by Ron Rhodes) 


This is called the dictation or indication theory of biblical inspiration. You can easily show that it is true 
by quotes from the bible. 


Side note: Critics will say you can just as easily prove the Koran is the word of God by quoting the 
Koran. Well you can prove that the Koran is the word of Allah by quoting the Koran. The catch is that 
Allah is not God. Mohammed was not a prophet. And the Koran is a book of lies. [Just in case you 
wondered where | stood on that issue.] 


And for those who demand an unshakeable logical proof, | say, If any man have ears to hear, let him 
hear Mark 7:16 . 


So what is this idea of Sola Scriptura and what does it have to do with inspiration of the Scriptures. 
Here is a good definition and some background. 


Sola scriptura (Latin ablative, "by scripture alone") is the assertion that the Bible as God's 
written word is self-authenticating, clear (perspicuous) to the rational reader, its own interpreter 
("Scripture interprets Scripture"), and sufficient of itself to be the final authority of Christian 
doctrine. 


Sola scriptura was a foundational doctrinal principle of the Protestant Reformation held by the 
reformer Martin Luther and is a definitive principle of Protestants today (see Five solas) 
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Sola scriptura may be contrasted with Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox teaching, in 
which doctrine is taught by the teaching authority of the Church, drawing on the "Deposit of 
Faith", based on what they consider to be "Sacred Tradition", of which Scripture is a subset. 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Sola scriptura - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Now back to Ron Rhodes. 


The Inspiration, Inerrancy, and Authority of the Bible 
by Ron Rhodes 


What Is Inspiration? 

Biblical inspiration may be defined as God's superintending of the human authors so that, 
using their own individual personalities (and even their writing styles), they composed and 
recorded without error His revelation to man in the words of the original autographs. Inspiration 
means that "the Holy Spirit of God superintended the human writers in the production of 
Scripture so that what they wrote was precisely what God wanted written." 


When you break the doctrine of inspiration down to its essential elements, there are seven key 
factors: 
Divine origin and causality; 
Human agency; 
Written verbally (in words); 
Plenary (all of Scripture is inspired, not just parts of it); 
Only the "Autographs" (the original documents penned by the biblical authors) are 
inspired; 
Because Scripture is inspired, it is inerrant; and 
Because Scripture is inspired and inerrant, it alone has final authority. 
The word inspiration literally means "God-breathed" in the Greek. And because Scripture is 
breathed out by God, it is true and inerrant. Consider the following syllogism: 
Major Premise: 
God is true (Romans 3:4). 
Minor Premise: 
God breathed out the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16). 
Conclusion: 
Therefore, the Scriptures are true (John 17:17). 
As illustrated above, the inerrancy of Scripture can be inferred by premises that are 
themselves taught by Scripture. 
We read in Scripture that truth is an attribute of God (Jeremiah 10:10; John 1:14; 14:6; 17:3), 
and that God speaks truthfully - that is, He does not lie (Numbers 23:19; 1 Samuel 15:29; Titus 
1:2; Romans 3:3-4). 


We also are told that Scripture is "breathed out" by God (2 Timothy 3:16). 
The Word of God, then, is true (John 17:14,17; cf. Psalm 119:142; 151; 160; Revelation 21:5; 


22:6). 
htto://home.earthlink.net/~ronrhodes/Inspiration.html 


Now the link between these two ideas is in the phrase final authority. Remember that this idea was 
developed to counter the teaching that the church was the final authority. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


The problem with this all is that even with the Scripture as final authority, there is so much 
disagreement among believers. 


Rhodes presents us with some clear straight forward logical thinking. This is fine. | believe that God 
expects us to use our minds. As we meditate on the word, we find there are logical connections 
between it’s themes. 


There is nothing wrong with his logic at least at first glance. But logical thinking is just an example of 
man’s wisdom. In this case, the logical thinking fails because we have neglected the Whole counsel of 
God. 


Acts 20:27 For | have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 


By this | mean that there are certain scriptures that you have to take into account when considering 
this doctrine of Sola Scriptura. What if we could use the bible to prove that it is not the final authority? 


So here we are, challenging the foundational doctrinal principle of the Protestant Reformation. Is this 
heresy or chutzpah? 


Nevertheless what saith the scripture.... Galatians 4:30 


Here we go. 
Second Corinthians 3 tells us that the letter of the law [sola scriptura] kills. It is the ministration of 
death. 


2 Corinthians 3:6-7 

6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the 
children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his 
countenance; which glory was to be done away: 


The New Testament i.e. the Holy Spirit gives life. New testament ministers do not minister the letter of 
the law. They minister the Spirit. So the New Testament, that is the Covenant, not the Book, is 
synonymous with the Spirit. If you minister the Spirit, you are ministering the New Covenant. Doesn't 
this tell us that the Holy Spirit is the final authority? The author of the scripture has to be the final 
authority. 


Now look at the temptation of Christ and put on your spiritual goggles. 


Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 


Luke 4:4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word of God. 


The phrase bread alone signifies the written word, sola scriptura. Jesus contrasts that with the spoken 
word. In both verses, word is used to translate the Greek rhema, which means utterance, that is 
something spoken. 


God is saying we can’t go by just what the written word [sola scriptura] says, we need him to explain it 
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to us. 


Looking back on the idea of inerrancy, it simply tells us that there are no mistakes. The bible contains 
exactly what God intended for it to say. But God did not want to make everything plain and obvious. 
He wants it so that we have to seek for that wisdom from above to understand the written word. 


1 Corinthians 2:12-16 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind 
of Christ. 


This is very close to what Proverbs 3:5 says. 


Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. 


To accept the doctrine of Sola Scriptura is to lean on our own understanding. 


To be fair, most of those who teach sola scriptura acknowledge the need for the Holy Spirit’s 
illumination. But this is usually superficial; lip service. More often than not they will resort to some 
principle such as grammatico-historical exegesis. This let’s them get back to using man’s wisdom. 
And man’s wisdom, plus sola scriptura has given us some 20 thousand protestant denominations as 
a result. 


If we have the written word. And if we have the Holy Spirit to guide us, then there shouldn’t be so much 
division in the church. Could it be that we don’t really have much access to the Holy Spirit? Could it be 
that our denominations do not get much input from the Holy Spirit? Could it be that we are not willing 
to face that fact and wonder why it is? Could it be that there is a lack of faith involved? 


Often we hear about disputes over what the bible says. With all the many translations, dictionaries and 
commentaries, it’s not a problem to know what the bible says. That’s sola scriptura. We know what the 
bible says. 

We rarely agree on what it means. One of my favorite sayings is this. 

When two Christians meet the first thing they will do is greet one another in the Lord. Secondly they 
will find something to disagree about. 


Many writers invoke the principle that Scripture interprets scripture. Well exactly how does Scripture 
interpret scripture? Believe me, it doesn’t use the literal hermeneutic or grammatico-historical 
exegesis. It does it by quoting other scripture and showing logical or thematic connections. For 
example: 


Here is a series of verses dealing with how the Spirit gives us the faith to receive the meaning of the 
scriptures. This is a case of connecting the dots so you can see the picture. 


Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 
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This quote from Hebrews tells us that the word, sola scriptura, must be received with faith, or it is 
worthless to us. 


Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
Here Romans 10 is saying faith comes by hearing. That is through your spiritual headphones. 
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, .... 


Second Timothy tells us we need to have the scripture given to us by God. Sola scriptura is not 
enough. 


Matthew 19:11 But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom 
it is given. 


Matthew 19 here is telling us we can't receive the scripture unless it is given to us. That would be by 
the Holy Spirit naturally. 


To sum it all up here, Sola Scriptura is not enough. Scripture alone is the letter of the Law that works 
death. 


What else is needed? 
First the word must be rightly divided. That is rightly handled and analyzed; and logic carefully applied. 


2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 


And then the word must be given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit and received with faith. 


Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 


He rewards those who seek him, by letting them find him. He reveals himself. 


He that has eyes, has he seen? 
He that has ears, has he heard? 
Man does not live by bread alone 
But by God’s spoken word 


End note: 


| said earlier that there was nothing wrong with Rhodes’ logic at first glance. But if you look deeper, 
you can see there is really a problem with it. He is saying everything in the bible is true, therefore it is 
the final authority. This is an invalid conclusion; it is a fallacy known as a non sequitur, which means 
not following. 


“Because Scripture is inspired and inerrant, it alone has final authority.” Ron Rhodes 
How do you get from it being true to concluding that it is the final authority. All that does is prove the 


bible is a true and accurate authority. Not a final authority. So in this case of faulty logic. It’s 
unscriptural too. 
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When the bible says ‘the law’ it is speaking of itself as the written word. Then we can easily show that 
the bible itself tells us that it is only an intermediate authority. 


Galatians 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith. 


Christ is our final authority. Since we have mentioned that the word must be ‘mixed with faith’, 
consider the role faith plays as you look at the larger context of this quote. 


Galatians 3:23-25 

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. 

24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith. 

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 


Galatians 5 says nearly the same thing. 
Galatians 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 


Sola Scriptura Not! 
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Springs Of Water 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


September, 2007 


Recently while listening to an audio version of the Bible, | came across a passage in Joshua that the 
Spirit had quickened to me in times past. It became clear that He wanted me to work up a teaching 
based on it. As | looked into the meaning of some of the elements, He gave more light. When you 
seek the Lord, he reveals more of himself to you. 


We have recently started a prayer meeting, which may develop into a house church. For now we are 
meeting at our local public library. Their summer reading program was themed Get A Clue. That 
became the title of our bible study sessions. Then while sharing this insight from Joshua at the prayer 
meeting we saw it as a good example of approaching the scriptures and drawing from their depths. 
So our by-line for this teaching is this: 


What To Do When You Get A Clue. 
Here is the quote from Joshua. 


Joshua 15:15-19 

15 And he went up thence to the inhabitants of Debir: and the name of Debir before was 
Kirjathsepher. 

16 And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjathsepher, and taketh it, to him will | give Achsah my 
daughter to wife. 

17 And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him Achsah his 
daughter to wife. 

18 And it came to pass, as she came unto him, that she moved him to ask of her father a 
field: and she lighted off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wouldest thou? 

19 Who answered, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land; give me also 
springs of water. And he gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs. 

20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families. 


The above passage in Joshua makes up an end time allegory. A similar passage is found in Judges 
1:12-15, so it’s something that the bible has repeated twice. 


Now here is the clue the Spirit gave me. 
In verse 19 the upper springs, and the nether springs are the former and the latter rain. 


So, what do to when you get a clue? We look up what else the bible has to say about the former and 
the latter rain. And as we do we find that is has great meaning as figurative language often does. 


The Rains 


Deuteronomy 11:11-14 

11 But the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water 
of the rain of heaven: 

12 A land which the LORD thy God careth for: the eyes of the LORD thy God are always 
upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year. 

13 And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto my commandments which | 
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command you this day, to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and 
with all your soul, 

14 That | will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter rain, 
that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil. 


This quote from Deuteronomy indicates in verse 14 that these rains are given to make it possible to 
gather in the crops at the end of the year. Verse 13 lays out a condition for this, God’s people must be 
obedient for this to happen. 


Jeremiah 5:24 Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth 
rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks 
of the harvest. 


In Jeremiah there is also a mention of the rains. Both of these passages mention that the harvest, and 
the rains that make it possible, come in a certain season. 


Joel 2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the 
former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 


This quote from Joel is interesting for several reasons. One is that it mentions the first month. The first 
month, however is a vague reference. How is this? There is a peculiar feature in the Jewish calendar. 
It's because there is a civil calendar and a religious calendar. In the religious calendar the first month 
is in the spring, but in the civil calendar the first month is in the fall. So some will say that the former 
rain is the spring rains and others will tell you it’s the fall rains. Actually the bible is unclear on this. 


Since the Jewish calendar is a lunar calendar, some years have extra months. But the extra month is 
always inserted, in the appropriate years during the winter. This means that there is always the same 
number of days between the beginning of the religious year and the civil year. And therefore the time 
between Passover and Tabernacles is always constant. 


Both rains are needed in their seasons in Israel since the barley and wheat harvests come in the 
spring. That’s the corn. While the Oil and the Wine, which is the fruit harvest, comes in the fall. 


The End Times 


Joel chapter 2 is full of end time prophecy. This is another clue, which is that the rains have to do with 
the end times. Also note that in Joel it says God will send the former rain and the latter rain in the first 
month, that is both at the same time. Here’s another clue that we're talking about a supernatural rain. 


Zechariah 10:1 Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall 
make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 


Zechariah is another book full of end time prophecy, this verse speaks of asking the Lord for rain in 
the time or season of the latter rain. This idea suggests that the time of the latter rain is the latter days. 


Next in James we find mention of the fruit harvest, the rains and the second coming of the Lord. 


James 5:7-8 

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter rain. 
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8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 


This should make it clear that when the bible mentions the former and the latter rain, and the season of 
the latter rain, that it’s talking about the end times and the return of the Lord. 


Let’s pull in one more quote, this time from Matthew. 


Matthew 13:38-39 

38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the 
children of the wicked one; 

39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. 


Here Jesus is speaking and he explains the details of the parable of the sower. Applying this back to 
Joshua, we know that the field is the world and the harvest is the end of the world, the end times. 
Achsah here is asking her father Caleb for springs of water to go with the land he has given her. This 
is a parallel to asking the Lord for the rains needed to bring in crops off the land. 


Father, Bride and Groom 
What to do when you get a clue? Next we do a little research on the meaning of names. Here’s what 
we come up with. 


Othniel [Oth'ni-el] means lion of God and 
Achsah [Ach'sah] means ankle-chain, anklet. 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary 


From this we should be able to figure out that Othniel is a type of Jesus, and Achsah is the Bride of 
Christ. Then this makes Caleb a type of Abba, the Father God. 


When Caleb gives his daughter Achsah to Othniel as a bride, he naturally acquires a son in law. This 
brings to mind Psalm 2 where the Father says to the son, this day you are now my son. Then as 
Achsah moved him to ask of her father a field, we Psalm 2 mentions the Father telling the Son to ask 
him for an inheritance, nothing less than the world. And as we know, the field is the world. 


Psalms 2:7-8 

7 | will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have | 
begotten thee. 

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession. 


Right after this, Achsah is saying to Caleb thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of 
water. 


So that suddenly the field given to Othniel now belongs to Achsah. What does this mean? 


| believe it reflects the idea that after Jesus rose from the dead he gave the church what we call the 
great commission. |n other words, after defeating the enemy, Satan, He gains power and authority 
over the earth. And he turns right around and conveys this power and authority to the church. Here are 
some verses that support this view. 


Matthew 28:18-19 
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
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in earth. 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 


Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 


John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, 
even so send l you. 


Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 


Achsah then acting as a type of the church in the book of Joshua, prefigures the church interceding for 
revival to come so she will be empowered to bring in the promised harvest. As we quoted above: 
Zechariah 10:1 Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain.... 


This is the inheritance of the church, and parallels the reference to an inheritance mentioned in Joshua 
15:20 above. As Matthew 5 says: 


Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 


The Story So Far 

Now what is this allegory saying? Firstly, a bride, highly prized and chosen by the father is promised to 
who ever accomplishes a great feat; capturing a town. This speaks of Jesus who wins his bride by his 
victory at the cross, a great feat that earns him ownership of the entire world. 


Achsah comes to Othniel and moves him to ask her father for a field. This speaks of Jesus asking his 
Father for the world and the nations that inhabit it. But notice that Caleb then asks Achsah what she 
wants. This speaks of the fact that Jesus, having won the world, immediately turns it over to the church. 
Achsah then intercedes before her father and asks for springs of water to go with the land. This shows 
that the church must intercede and wait for the former and latter rain before she can take and use that 
land promised to her. Or before the church can bring in the harvest of souls to be saved in the end of 
days. 


What to do when you get a clue? 
Next we do a little more research on the meaning of names. Here’s what we come up with. 


Debir [De'bir] means a sanctuary. 
Kirjath-sepher [Kir'jath-se'pher] means city of books. 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary 


A sanctuary is a holy place, church or temple. City of Books reminds one of the Christian Church and 
it's Holy Book of Books, the Bible. So we have Othniel smiting this town and taking it; and the town 
stands for the Church! 


Now an allegory or parable is defined as a symbolic work in which the characters and events are to 
be understood as representing other things and symbolically expressing a deeper, often spiritual, 
moral, or political meaning. That is according to the Encarta dictionary. 


So an allegory makes an analogy. But now all of a sudden instead of talking about Jesus victory over 
Satan our allegory is talking about the church. What's going on here? We are shifting focus, changing 
gears or mixing metaphors if you will. 
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What this part of the allegory is saying is that in order for Jesus to get his bride he has to capture, 
conquer, or take over the church. The church and the bride of Christ, or wife and the body are often 
interchangeable terms. Ephesians 5:23 links the three ideas together. [Another clue there.] 


Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church: and he is the savior of the body. 


But here the church and the bride are different. This reflects the idea that the church we have today is 
not the spotless bride that will eventually be united with the Lord. The one described in Ephesians 
5:27. 


Ephesians 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 


So the church of today has to be transformed into this spotless bride. This is done by judgment. 
Because Judgment brings righteousness. 


Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have | desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I 
seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will 
learn righteousness. 


And in the end times judgment begins with the church. 


1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 


And once the church is in a place where it does obey the gospel of God, it will be holy and without 
blemish. Deuteronomy 11:11-14 also mentions that the rains will come to an obedient people. 


This whole program can be seen in chapter 1 of Isaiah, where the Lord spells out his end time plan. 
Here the church is identified as Mount Zion. 


Isaiah 1:24-28 

24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, | will ease me 
of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: 

25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy 
tin: 

26 And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: 
afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. 

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 

28 And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they 
that forsake the LORD shall be consumed. 


We also note that in Joshua 15:19 Achsah says Give me a blessing. The blessing is found in the end 
of Psalm 133 for when the church becomes the spotless bride, then the brethren dwell together in 
unity! 


Psalms 133:1-3 

1 <A Song of degrees of David.> Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
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beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 
3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


The Story So Far 
Well so far here is how the allegory breaks out: 


. We will see that Othniel is a type of Jesus, and 

. Achsah is a type of the Bride of Christ. 

. Caleb is a type of the Father God. 

. Debir or Kirjathsepher is a type of the church, 

. Capturing Debir is the judgment on the church, 

. the field is a type of the world and 

. the upper and nether springs of water are speaking of the former and latter rain. 

. The inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah is also a reference to the earth, the land of 
promise. 


ONOAaRWDNDN — 


This is not saying that the Children of Israel are not promised the land of Canaan as the Lord spoke to 
Abraham in Genesis 12. We are simply generalizing and looking at a bigger picture. The promised 
land can also mean the Kingdom of God. 


More To The Story — The South Land 

The bible is not just some historical record. It tells us that all scripture is profitable. Every detail is 
placed there for a purpose. Looking back at Joshua 15:19, you can see where Achsah mentions that 
the need for springs of water is because she has been given a south land. 


Joshua 15:19 Who answered, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land; 
give me also springs of water. And he gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs. 


A little more research brings up this tidbit of information. A definition of south as translated from the 
Hebrew language. 


South negeb [neh'-gheb] From an unused root meaning to be parched; the south (from its drought); 
specifically the negeb or southern district of Judah. 
Strong’s Dictionary 


So the land Achsah gets is a parched desert! Some wedding present! But she is a wise daughter and 
intercedes with her father who gives the needed waters. Think of the many references to watering the 
desert or dry land you can find in the bilble. For example: 


Isaiah 41:18 | will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: | will 
make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 


Isaiah 35:4-7 

4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 
6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the 
wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 

7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the 
habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 


Isaiah 30:25 puts these streams of water into an end time context. 
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Isaiah 30:25 And there shall be upon every high mountain, and upon every high hill, rivers 
and streams of waters in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall. 


Exodus 4:9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither 
hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry 
land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land. 


Psalms 46:4 There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy 
place of the tabernacles of the most High. 


These scriptures make allusion to the end time harvest, which is what it’s all about anyway. 


What to do when you get a clue? 
Follow through! 


Now could there be any special meaning to the fact that Ashsah was riding an ass? 
Could Othniel, Kenaz and Caleb somehow represent the Trinity? 
What else does the bible say about south lands? 
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Tabernacles 


Bill Somers 


Col 2:16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, 
or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 
17 Which are a shadow of things to come, .... 


This is third in a series of articles on the major biblical feasts. It follows The Passover Pattern and A 
Few Looks at Pentecost; both posted earlier this year [2003]. 


We are going to cover the basic layout of the Feast of Tabernacles, and then focus on two major 
prophetic themes of this feast. They are The Revelation of Jesus Christ and End Time Revival and 
Harvest. Along the way, we will look at biblical events that took place during the feasts as partial 
fulfillment of their prophetic meaning. And we will examine the question: What exactly does it take to 
transform a believer into a totally obedient servant of the Lord? 


The Feast of Tabernacles 


The Feast of Tabernacles has a double meaning. It is often used in a general way to denote the entire 
group of fall feasts. Specifically it refers to a 7-day period from Tishri 15-21. This is similar to how 
Passover is used to mean the group of spring feasts, but the actual Passover is just one day of those 
feasts. 


Tabernacles Ordinances 
Here is the portion of scripture that lays out the basic ordinances of the fall feasts, or Tabernacles. 


Leviticus 23:23 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the 
month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy 
convocation. 

25 Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD. 

26 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

27 Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall 
be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering 
made by fire unto the LORD. 

28 And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an 
atonement for you before the LORD your God. 

29 For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off 
from among his people. 

30 And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I 
destroy from among his people. 

31 Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations in all your dwellings. 

32 It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of 
the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath. 

33 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall 
be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD. 

35 On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 

36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day 
shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein. 

37 These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to 
offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a 
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sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon his day: 

38 Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your vows, 
and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD. 

39 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the 
land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, 
and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. 

40 And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm 
trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before 
the LORD your God seven days. 

41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. It shall be a statute 
for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 

42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths: 
43 That your generations may know that | made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, 
when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God. 

44 And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD. 


The Jewish Calendar 


The Jewish calendar is a lunar calendar and each month begins on a day of the new moon. To even 
up the lunar calendar with our solar calendar, an extra month is added every 3 months or 7 times in 19 
years according to Kevin Conner [The Feasts of Israel 1980 Bible Temple Pubs]. This is why 
Passover [and Easter], Jewish New Year and Tabernacles fall at different times of the year in our 
solar calendar. Passover comes in the first month of the Jewish religious calendar, named Aviv also 
known as [a.k.a.] Nisan. Tabernacles comes in the seventh month, named Tishri. 


Here's a little chart of how the months run. 


Solar Calendar Sacred Calendar Civil Calendar 
March-April Aviv or Nisan Tishri 
April-May lyyar Heshvan 
May-June Sivan Kieslev 
June-July Tammuz Tebeth 
July-August Ab or Av Shebat 
August-September Elul Adar 
September-October Tishri Aviv or Nisan 
October-November Heshvan lyyar 
November-December Kieslev Sivan 
December-January Tebeth Tammuz 
January-February Shebat Ab or Av 
February-March Adar and Adar II Elul and Elul II 


In years where an extra month is added, the extra month comes at the end of the religious year. So in 
those years you have Adar | and Adar II. This means that there is a constant set of intervals between 
the Passover feasts and the Tabernacles feasts. And that Nisan is always the first month of the 
religious year, Tishri is always the seventh month of the religious year and the first month of the civil 
year. 
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If you think this is confusing, you're right. 


| have found that many of the authorities, who are supposed to be experts on this stuff will give you 
differing dates for the feasts. [Authorities are like lawyers or economists, if you have three of them in 
the same room, you'll get 5 opinions. ] 


To make things more interesting, the Jewish calendar day changes at 6pm in the afternoon instead of 
at 12 midnight. 


If you think this is confusing, you're really right. 
The Layout of Passover 


Here's an example going back to material from The Passover Pattern. Some authorities claim 
Passover falls on the 14t" and some claim it falls on the 15t. The catch is that the day begins at 6pm 
in the Jewish calendar. So, it works like this. 


On the 10t" of Nisan, they take a lamb from the flock. It's inspected for 4 days. 

On the 14" the lamb is killed and roasted, from 3 - 6pm. 

At 6pm, the day changes to the 15". 

Then the lamb is eaten. 

Also, on the 15t" begins the first day of The Feast of Unleavened Bread. It runs for 7 days. 

On the 16!" is the feast of First Fruits. 

The 16 is also the first day of the Counting of the Omer. This is where 50 days are counted off till 
Pentecost. 


So as near as | can figure it out it works like this. 

The 14t" of Nisan or Aviv is called 'The preparation of the Passover’. 

The 15t is called Passover and the beginning of Unleavened Bread. 

The 16" is called First Fruits or day 1 of the Omer. 

Day 1 of the Omer is the first day of the 50-day count leading to Pentecost a.k.a. Shavuot. 
Pentecost falls on Sivan 6. 


[Some authorities [Kevin Conner, in The Feasts of Israel, 1980] claim that First Fruits falls on the 18th 
as that is the day of Jesus resurrection. | use a Jewish Calendar Program that runs on Windows called 
Kaluach. You can down load it Here; it's about 400KB. This calendar shows day 1 of the Omer on the 
16th, but it does not specify a day for First Fruits, [Bikkurim in Hebrew]. Eddie Chumney says, "Today, 
this festival is not observed in traditional Judaism." The Seven Festivals Of The Messiah Eddie 
Chumney http://www.hebroots.com] 


Now here is the layout of the Fall Feasts a.k.a. Tabernacles. 
Tabernacles Basics 
1. Season of Teshuvah 
Meaning: A time of turning 
Dates: Elul 1 - Tishri 10 


Idea: This is a season of repenting in preparation for the High Holy days to come. 
2. Feast of Trumpets a.k.a. Rosh Hashanah also Yom Teruah 


Meaning: Rosh Hashanah is Head of the Year, Yom Teruah is Day of the awakening blast [of the 
trumpet or shofar], a shout, or a War Cry. 


This is Jewish New Year, the first day of the civil year. In the religious calendar, it is the first day 
of the seventh month. 


Dates: Tishri 1 
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Idea: Blow a Trumpet in Zion, a Call for Repentance 
3. Days of Awe a.k.a. Yomim Noraim 


Meaning: Fearsome or awesome days 
Dates: Tishri 1 - 10 


Idea: A period of even more intense repentance. These are the High Holy Days. 
4. Day of Atonement a.k.a. Yom Kippur 


Meaning: Day of atoning sacrifice. 
Dates: Tishri 10 


Idea: Getting Right with God 
5. Tabernacles a.k.a. Succot [or Succoth] 


Meaning: Booths 
Dates: Tishri 15-21 


Idea: Preparing a Dwelling, Time of Great Joy, Harvest 
6. The Eighth Day or The Great Day a.k.a. Shemini Atzeret 


Meaning: The eighth assembly 
Dates: Tishri 22 
Idea: Even more great Joy. 


Rosh Hashanah is how most secular Jews refer to The Feast Of Trumpets. But it is not called that in 
the bible. All that Rosh Hashanah means is head of the year. We call it Jewish new years. We 
celebrate new years on January 1, there is also Chinese new years, and so on. But The Feast Of 
Trumpets is not just another day to celebrate. Observant Jews and anyone who understands the 
feasts know it as Yom Teruah, the day of the shout or awakening blast. 


Eddie Chumney points out the importance of the idea of awakening. 


The theme of awakening from sleep is used throughout the Bible. It is found in John 
(Yochanan) 11:11; Romans 13:11; Daniel 12:1-2; and Psalm (Tehillim) 78:65. In Isaiah 
51:9 it is written, "Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake as in the days 
of old, the generations of long ago..." (NAS). The arm of the Lord is used as a term for the 
Messiah in Isaiah (Yeshayahu) 53:1. The word arm is the Hebrew word zeroah. During 
Passover (Pesach), a shankbone, known as the zeroah, is put on the plate. So, "awake" is 
a term or idiom for Rosh HaShanah. In Isaiah (Yeshayahu) 51:9 quoted earlier, the 
awakening is associated with the coming of the Messiah. (Eddie Chumney) 


A Pattern in the Fall Feasts 


OK lets look at the ideas behind each element here. 
A Season Of Repenting 

A Call For Repentance 

Intense Repentance 

Getting Right with God 

Preparing a Dwelling, Time of Great Joy, Harvest 


Do you see a pattern here? First of all, we see Repentance, Repentance and Repentance. That's a 
great thing, you can't overstress it. It's like those other repetitive slogans: Location, Location and 
Location; or Prioritize, Prioritize and Prioritize. 


And then what does repentance produce? Getting right with God of course! 


OK so what does Getting right with God result it? It results in a great many things, and they are 
expressed in a great variety of ways all through the bible. Here we see three mentioned. 
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Getting right with God brings great joy. There is just nothing comparable to the Joy of the Lord! He 
says The Joy of the Lord is my strength. 


Preparing a Dwelling speaks of dwelling with God and Him dwelling with you. It's entering in and 
dwelling with Him, in his Rest and his Peace. 


Consider now that Tabernacles is the seventh feast and comes in the seventh month. It is a High Holy 
Day and a Sabbath [Lev. 23:39]. Entering in and dwelling with Him, in his Rest as we said above 
speaks of the Sabbath rest. In the quotes from Leviticus you can see a continual emphasis on doing 
no work. This is a time when we must stop all striving, struggling and trying to do things in our own 
strength. A time to give up what we have on our agenda and get with God's agenda. 


As the Sabbath is the seventh day, it corresponds to the seventh millennium in God's prophetic week. 
This is a clue that the final fulfillment of Tabernacles is in this seventh millennium. 


Now tabernacles takes place during the time of fruit harvest. [Passover is at the barley harvest, and 
Pentecost is at the wheat harvest, so the idea of harvest is always an element of these feasts. ] 


Getting right with God brings a great harvest into his Kingdom. This is also part of the Joy. 


From this, you should be able to see elements of one of our two main themes: End Time Revival and 
Harvest. 


Alternate Names of the Feasts 


The Feast of Tabernacles was also called 

The Feast of Ingathering, because in took place in the season of harvest 

The Feast of The Seventh Month, because in took place in the seventh month 

The Feast of Dedication, because Solomon dedicated the temple at this time 

The Feast of The Open Book, because people were taught the Law at this time 

The Feast of Illumination, because the temple was illuminated at this time 

The Feast of The Outpouring Of The Waters, because they had a water pouring ceremony at this 
time. Each of these titles is also prophetic. 


Hanukah is also called The Feast of Dedication and this is another source of confusion. The bible 
speaks of Jesus in temple during the Feast of Dedication, John 10:22, and some writers take that to 
mean Hanukah. Since Hanukah is not one of the festivals mentioned by Moses, | tend to think that the 
incident refers to tabernacles. 


Prophetic Types 
Earlier we quoted Colossians chapter 2: 


Col 2:16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, 
or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 
17 Which are a shadow of things to come;... 


When the bible says something is a shadow, it means that it is an image or figure; it is a picture. It is a 
type and in effect, a prophecy of things to come. This is why we study the feasts, not so we can 
impress people with our knowledge of Jewish practices. 


Here is another way of explaining it. 


In 1991 Destiny Image published a book by Lou Berthleson titled Holiness for these Awesome Days. 
Here is what he says in chapter one about the prophetic nature of the Feasts of the Lord. 


Our study of patterns will begin with the feasts of the Lord as set forth in Leviticus 23. The 
Jews saw these as appointments with the Lord Jehovah. They called the festivals Miqra’, or 
rehearsals. 


In First Thessalonians 5:1-5 Paul addresses mature Jews about the "appointed" time of 
Jesus' return. He referred to the festivals, Sabbaths and new moons that were the focus of 
the Jews' religious calendar. 
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The word "times" in First Thessalonians 5:1-5 is Mowed, which is translated, "a specific 
appointment in time, a particular time or appointed season." The seven feasts of the Lord 
were given as appointments or rehearsals. They were designed by the Lord to foretell the 
events that would surround the coming of His Son and ever point to the proper 
attitudes requited of believers. 


A Bigger Pattern 


Lou Berthleson also mentions a certain pattern in the events of the first feast of tabernacles that links it 
with the patterns of Passover and Pentecost. This pattern is also prophetic, and relates to the coming 
of the Lord. Here it is in part: 

Moses came down from the mountain with the second set of stone tables on the Day of 
Atonement. 


Now the questions this raises are several. What is the significance of Moses returning exactly on the 
Day of Atonement? How does this connect with Passover and Pentecost? 


How does this fit in with the pattern of the fall feasts mentioned above? What does it have to do with 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ? And what is the connection to the coming of the Lord? 


First of all lets look at a brief summary of the events in Exodus. 
In the Exodus, Moses led the people out of Egypt at Passover. 
Then they journey to Mt. Sinai and receive the law at Pentecost. 


The Lord gives Moses the stone tables. Then after Moses breaks the first set of stone tables, he 
ascends the mountain again. He comes down again after some time with the second set of stone 
tables. He instructs the people to begin gathering the materials to build the tabernacle. This happened 
on or about the time of Tabernacles. 


The tabernacle is completed 6 months later on the first day of the first month, just in time for the 
celebration of the Passover. 


So, we can see that Passover is the beginning and the end. All of the feasts point to Jesus, our 
Passover, and all are prophetic. 


Revelation 22:13 | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. 


Each of the feasts has been partly fulfilled by Jesus, in the past, and awaits a further fulfillment to 
come. We are starting to see a connection with our other main theme, the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


This also brings up one more question, how did Jesus partly fulfill the feast of tabernacles? We can 
see that he fulfilled Passover in his death and resurrection. And we see that the coming of the Holy 
Spirit in Acts 2 is a fulfillment of Pentecost. But what did he do that fulfilled tabernacles? Don't let me 
forget to come back to this question. 


123 Days. 


Now we just said earlier that Moses came down from the mountain with the second set of stone tables 
on the Day of Atonement. But in our short summary, all we said was that it happened on or about the 
feast of tabernacles. How do we peg this to be exactly on the Day of Atonement? Psalm 90 speaks of 
numbering days, so we'll do just that. 


Ps 90:12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 


We saw above that the day after Passover was the first of 50 days counting off till Pentecost. So, 
there is our connection between Passover and Pentecost. Using a handy dandy Jewish calendar we 
will find that from Pentecost to Trumpets is 113 days and to the Day of Atonement is 123 days 


Moses Timetable 


So, we need to look at Moses schedule after Israel received the Law on the first Pentecost. Part of it 
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is found in Exodus, and part in Deuteronomy. 
First of all, Moses goes up on the mountain for 40 days. 


De 9:9 When I was gone up into the mount to receive the tables of stone, even the tables 
of the covenant which the LORD made with you, then | abode in the mount forty days 
and forty nights, | neither did eat bread nor drink water: 


Then he has to hurry back down the mountain to find the people have been worshipping a golden calf. 


De 9:16 And I looked, and, behold, ye had sinned against the LORD your God, and had 
made you a molten calf: ye had turned aside quickly out of the way which the LORD had 
commanded you. 

17 And I took the two tables, and cast them out of my two hands, and brake them before 

your eyes. 


Moses repents before the Lord another 40 days. 
De 9:18 And | fell down before the LORD, as at the first, forty days and forty nights: 
Then Moses takes and destroys the golden calf. [The order of these events is not perfectly clear.] 


De 9:21 And I took your sin, the calf which ye had made, and burnt it with fire, and 
stamped it, and ground it very small, even until it was as small as dust: and | cast the dust 
thereof into the brook that descended out of the mount. 


Next Moses makes an ark and prepares two more tables of stone. 


De 10:1 At that time the LORD said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the 
first, and come up unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood. 


Moses spends another 40 days on the mountain. 


Ex 34:28 And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat 
bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten 
commandments. 


Finally, Moses comes back down. 


De 10:5 And I turned myself and came down from the mount, and put the tables in the ark 
which | had made; and there they be, as the LORD commanded me. 


There are three periods of 40 days here, allowing a day for destroying the golden calf, a day to make 
the ark, and a day to prepare the second set of tables, we get 123 days. This places Moses return on 
the Day of Atonement. This is not a precise proof since we are estimating the extra three days, but it 
all works out very neatly making the third 40 day period line up exactly with the season of Teshuvah. 
He that has an ear will hear. 


So, Moses returns from the mountain on the Day of Atonement. What does this signify? If we ask why 
did Moses return on that day, the answer would be to set in place a pattern that points to future events 
relating to the coming of the Lord. 


Moses coming down from the mountain speaks of the Lord coming down from Heaven. We 
can see this in more depth by looking at more of the details. 


What do we know about the Day of Atonement? Among other things, special sacrifices were made 
that day. It is the day of atoning sacrifice. 


In the book of Hebrews, we find this description: 


Heb 9:1 Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a 
worldly sanctuary. 

2 For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, 
and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. 
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3 And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; 

4 Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with 
gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the 
tables of the covenant; 

5 And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now 
speak particularly. 

6 Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first 
tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. 

7 But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which 
he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: 


The tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all is wnat we know as the holy of holies. The high priest 
would enter there once every year. This was on the Day of Atonement. 


This description from Hebrews harkens back to Leviticus 16 where the Lord is telling Moses about the 
high priest burning incense and sprinkling the blood. 


Le 16:12 And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before 
the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail: 
13 And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the 
incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not: 

14 And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the 
mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his 
finger seven times. 


This is the context of Luke 1:8-11 when Zacharias goes in to burn incense and meets the angel. 
Now a key verse to understanding what happens here is Leviticus 16:2 


Le 16:2 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not 
at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; 
that he die not: for | will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 


This is telling us that on the Day of Atonement, when the High Priest enters the Holy of Holies, the Lord 
Appears to him, in the cloud on the mercy seat, right on the top of the ark of the covenant. So Moses 
coming down from the mountain on the Day of Atonement coincides with the Lord coming down to 
meet the high priest on that day. 


This is the one day of the year that the Lord appears in the temple. You could say that the Lord reveals 
himself in the temple on that day. Then you start to see a little more connection with the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 


That is only part of the significance of Moses return. To comprehend the rest of it, we need to look at 
what else Moses does and what happens as a result. 


Remember that the first time that Moses disappeared for 40 days, the people got restless and went 
into rebellion and idolatry. Compare that to the second time Moses came down, what happened then? 


For one thing, he manifested the Glory of God. 


Ex 34:29 And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two 
tables of testimony in Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist 
not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him. 


Secondly, the people experienced a Fear of the Lord. 


30 And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face 
shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him. 


Thirdly, He began to instruct the people. 


Ex 35:1 And Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel together, and 
said unto them, These are the words which the LORD hath commanded, that ye should 
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do them. 
In the very next verse, Moses emphasized the Sabbath rest of the Lord and called for holiness. 


Ex 35:2 Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you an holy 
day, a sabbath of rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to death. 


Then in Exodus 35:4 and following he commands the people to gather the materials for construction of 
the tabernacle. And instead of the usual rebellion and murmuring, we find willing obedience. 


Ex 35:21 And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his 
spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD'S offering to the work of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments. 


The people are described as willing five times in Ex 35. 


What is it that made them so willing? To put it another way, what does it take to transform a believer 
into a totally obedient servant? Consider the following: 


Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, 
although | was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 

33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more. 


This tells us of a new covenant that the Lord intends to make with his people. He will write his law in 
our hearts. And we shall all know Him. This is part of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Here is another description from Jeremiah 32. 


Jer 32:40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart 
from me. 


Here we see that this new covenant will make it so that his people will not depart from him. Ezekiel 
explains it this way: 


Eze 36:26 A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and | will 
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh. 

27 And | will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 


The Lord is promising that he will cause us to obey him! This will certainly do the job of seeing us 
become totally willing and obedient. It means getting right with God and staying that way. 


Willing And Obedient 


So, when Moses finds the people willing and obedient what does that typify? Remember what Moses 
brought with him on his return. It was the second set of stone tables. Symbolically the first set of tables 
was the first covenant, and the second set of tables represents this second covenant. 


So now, we see some more significance in Moses actions. Moses coming down from the mountain 
with the second set of tables is prophetic of the Lord coming to his people and establishing this 
second covenant that Jeremiah and Ezekiel wrote about. The new covenant is what makes us willing 
and obedient. 
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Are There Two Second Comings Of The Lord? 
In the Revelation of Jesus Christ, chapter 19 depicts the Second Coming like this: 


Re 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him 
was Called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 

12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a 
name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 


But in Hosea, we read that he will come to us as the latter rain! 


Ho 6:1 Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he 
hath smitten, and he will bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in 
his sight. 

3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto 
the earth. 


In Joel chapter 2 the same ideas is expressed. 


Joe 2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, 
the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 


28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions: 

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out my 
spirit. 


So, we need to consider two comings of the Lord, one spiritual, and one physical or literal. 


Hosea also tells us that this happens in the third day. Prophetically the third day is the third 1000-year 
period since Jesus first came and the 7" 1000-year period since Adam. This puts us in the seventh 
millennium or Sabbath Rest of the Lord. Earlier we said that tabernacles points to this seventh 
millennium. 


So then, Moses return on the Day of Atonement is a prophetic picture of the spiritual coming of the 
Lord during the 7t millennium. Ezekiel 36:27 says And I will put my spirit within you, [this is a spiritual 
coming] and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 
And this spiritual coming brings the new covenant with it. This is what it takes to make a believer 
become a totally willing and obedient servant. 


Other places in the scripture tell about the people being willing. Notably Judges 5:1-5 and Psalm 110 
which alludes to the third day as the Day of thy Power. 


Ps 110:3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness 
from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 


Also compare Hosea 6:1-2 with this passage in Jeremiah 32, the same chapter we cited above 
concerning the new covenant. 


Jer 32:42 For thus saith the LORD; Like as | have brought all this great evil upon this 
people, so will | bring upon them all the good that | have promised them. 


Earlier we said that our two themes are The Revelation of Jesus Christ and End Time Revival and 
Harvest. Well so far have we gotten two out of three. The coming of the Lord as the latter rain 
establishes the second covenant by putting his Spirit within us. 


It brings the Glory of God to his people and creates the Fear of the Lord within them. This is nothing 
less than the Revelation of Jesus Christ and it is End Time Revival. Since we become totally 
obedient servants of our King Jesus, it is also the Kingdom of God in its fullness. 
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You can find other examples of how the Revelation of Jesus Christ transforms someone into a totally 
obedient servant, Isaiah 6 for example. The most notable of these is what happened to a man named 
Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus. 


Harvest 
Now what about harvest? What do Moses actions prophesy in the way of harvest? 


Moses commanded the people to collect the materials for construction of the tabernacle. The work 
was finished and tabernacle was raised up on the first day of Nisan or Aviv. It was done in time for the 
Passover! 


Ex 40:17 And it came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first day of the 
month, that the tabernacle was reared up. 


And here we find our answer. Gathering the materials for the tabernacle represents the harvest. The 
Passover is the [physical] Second Coming of Jesus Christ! This means that Moses actions here are 
an allegory of God's entire end time plan. 


Everything we have said about the feast of tabernacles relates to that end time plan. 
God's Dwelling Place 
So how does the gathering of the materials for the tabernacle tell us anything about harvest? 


The tabernacle was to be God's dwelling place. Later a temple was built for God's dwelling place. 
David spoke of building him a house to dwell in. These three terms for God's dwelling all speak of the 
church, this is to be a spiritual dwelling, the house or family of God. [Note that the bible speaks of 
someone's family as being their house in many cases, as in house of Jacob, or house of Joseph.] 
There is also a connection between the idea of the house of God and the Body of Christ. They are 
ways of saying the same thing for a spirit can dwell in a body in the same manner as a man can live in 
a house. 


Ac 7:48 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the 
prophet, 


1Co 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you? 


So ultimately, God is not going to dwell in a physical structure at all. 


Re 21:3 And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God. 


The materials of the tabernacle or temple speak of men, the souls of men, which are to be harvested 
in these end times. Peter uses this analogy to speak of us as lively stones. 


1Pe 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 


Being a lively stone means being a part of the spiritual temple. It is also to be a member of the family 
or part of the body. In Ephesians 2, these ideas are tied together. 


Eph 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God; 

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; 

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: 

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 


We see here in this passage a mention of being fellow citizens, which would mean citizens of the 
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Kingdom of God. Next mentioned is the household of God, so we are part of the family of God. Also, 
we are built into a habitation of God, a dwelling, through the Spirit, that is the second covenant, his 
spirit in us. We are built on the foundation where Jesus is the chief cornerstone. In him, the building is 
fitly framed. That is the building or body if you please is properly assembled. And the building or body, 
once properly assembled, grows into a holy temple. So, we are to be built into God's dwelling place. 


There are two very important points to notice here. One, the building or body is properly assembled 
in Christ; the phrase fitly framed is also sometimes translated as rightly joined. Two, the building or 
body then grows. 


The same idea is seen later in Ephesians 4. 


Eph 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive; 

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ: 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 


Here it speaks of maturity as growing up, that is growing up into Him, Christ, the Head of the Body. 
So that maturity is to be in Christ. Next, we see mentioned that the whole body is fitly joined to the 
head. And that this causes the body to increase or be built up. 


Assembly And Growth 


The two ideas here are assembly and growth. They relate very simple to our theme. Assembly is 
End Time Revival, and Growth is the Harvest. 


In our case of Moses, we can see these two points clearly. 


His coming down on the day of atonement and finding the people willing to hear the word of the Lord 
and obey speaks of End Time Revival, which means the proper assembly of The Body Of Christ. The 
gathering of the building materials then speaks of the growth of the body once it is properly 
assembled, in other words, the harvest. 


An Illustration from Scripture 
This can be seen illustrated in the story of the construction of Solomon's temple. 


David had the desire to build a house or temple, but God only allowed him to gather some of the 
materials and plan for the building. 


Solomon, Shelomoh in Hebrew, means peaceful. His name speaks of the time of peace or rest. The 
Sabbath rest or seventh day is when the actual assembly and completion of God's dwelling takes 
place. His dwelling is his rest or place of rest. Psalm 132 is a prayer for the Lord to come into his rest. 
This means to come and dwell in his resting-place. This resting-place is in his body, the church, once 
it is properly assembled. 


Ps 132:8 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 


When David passed on and Solomon came to rule speaks of this time of rest. And it was Solomon 
who built the temple, which is a type of the place of rest. Solomon used the materials David had 
gathered but also gathered 10 times as much besides that, which also went into the temple building. 


Now look at the ideas of assembly and growth. Solomon assembled the materials David gathered, 
and then he added another 10 times more. Comparing this to the end time revival it implies that the 
Body Of Christ will experience at least a 10 times increase in growth during the harvest, once it is 
revived [properly assembled]. 


Let's take this illustration a little further. David's rule represents the church from the time of Jesus till 
now. Just as David gathered building materials, the church has had converts all this time. David never 
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actually constructed the temple. In like manner the church has never been properly assembled, at least 
that part of it that is on the earth. When Solomon took over all he had was a lot of building materials 
laying all about in no particular order. This is like the church of today. We have millions of Christians all 
over the world who are not rightly connected or assembled into a body. In many cases, they are 
actually fighting each other. Solomon starts to build the temple and put all the materials at hand to use. 
Likewise the coming of the Lord as the latter rain will put things in order in his Church, and establish 
his kingdom. 


A Recap 
What we've seen here so far is this: 


We saw that the basic pattern of Tabernacles could be summed up like this. Repentance, repentance, 
repentance, getting right with God; followed by the dwelling place and great joy in the harvest. 


Then we analyzed Moses' actions at the first tabernacles. We can see that this basic pattern is 
contained in Moses' actions and that our two main themes are present also. 


Moses spends a second 40 days on the mountain. This speaks of repentance. 


Moses coming down on the Day of Atonement points to the coming of the Lord in the end times as the 
Latter Rain. This is The Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Moses teaching the word of God to the people points to Jesus who is the word of God. This is The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Moses' arrival brings the Glory of God, The Fear of the Lord and makes the people willing to serve. 
This points to End Time Revival, or in other words, getting right with God, which is a direct result of 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Moses instructing the people to gather materials and raise up the tabernacle points to End Time 
Harvest. 


Everything Moses did points to what Jesus is going to do in the end times. It is all the work of the Lord. 


In Zechariah 4, we see this verse speaking about Zerubbabel. He is also a type of Jesus, so as you 
read this verse substitute the name of Jesus for Zerubbabel. 


Zec 4:9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall 
also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 


This shows that the Lord begins the work and He is the one to finish it. 
Partial Fulfillments Of Tabernacles 


Like the other feasts the Lord established by Moses, Tabernacles has had several partial fulfillments. 
We're now going to look at a few. 


Moses and the Open Book 


In chapter 31 of Deuteronomy, there is a special mention of the Feast of Tabernacles and Moses 
actions at that time which relate to it as the Feast of the Open Book. The entire chapter covers this but 
the key elements are found here: 


De 31:9 And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi, which 
bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and unto all the elders of Israel. 

10 And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in the 
solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles, 

11 When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he 
shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing. 

12 Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger that is 
within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your 
God, and observe to do all the words of this law: 

13 And that their children, which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear 
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the LORD your God, as long as ye live in the land whither ye go over Jordan to possess 
it. 


Solomon's Dedication of the Temple 


When Solomon had completed the temple, it was dedicated during tabernacles. The Ark of the 
Covenant was brought from Mt. Zion where David had placed it and taken into the temple. The Ark of 
course symbolizes the presence of God. Once it was properly located, the Glory of God manifested 
as a cloud that filled the temple, much as the same glory cloud filled the tabernacle in Moses' day. This 
is a case of the symbol immediately followed by the reality. 


1Ki 8:1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. 
2 And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in the 
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 


10 And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud 
filled the house of the LORD, 

11 So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of 
the LORD had filled the house of the LORD. 


Haggai's prophecies 


In the Book of Haggai, the prophet's very name is prophetic. It means festive, feast, festival of Jehovah 
or born at the time of the festival. Haggai gives three prophecies, all having to do with the rebuilding of 
the temple, which he calls the House of the Lord. 


All three prophecies are given on very specific dates. The first one comes on the first day of the sixth 
month, which is the start of Teshuvah, the season of repentance. 


Hag 1:1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the 
month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying, 
2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the 
time that the LORD'S house should be built. 


7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 
8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and | will take pleasure in 
it, and | will be glorified, saith the LORD. 


The second prophecy of Haggai comes on the last day of tabernacles proper. 


Hag 2:1 In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word 
of the LORD by the prophet Haggai, saying, 

2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, 

3 Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? 
is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? 

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of 
Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and 
work: for | am with you, saith the LORD of hosts: 

5 According to the word that | covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so 
my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. 

6 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and | will shake the 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 

7 And | will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and | will fill this 
house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts. 

8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts. 

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of 
hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts. 
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The third prophecy was given on the day before Hanukah, and speaks of further blessings to come. 
Hanukah was not established at the time of Haggai and significance of the timing is unclear. 


Nehemiah and the Open Book 


In the book of Nehemiah, there is a partial fulfillment of tabernacles. It's found in verses 7:73 through 
8:18. Here we read of a solemn gathering of the people that took place in the seventh month, the time 
of the fall feasts. 


Ne 8:1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that 
was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law 
of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. 


Here in this verse are four things you should hear with spiritual ears. First, the people come into unity. 
Second the water gate speaks of the pouring out of the Spirit, Third, Ezra the scribe is a type of the 
Holy Spirit because a scribe is one who writes out the Law, and the Spirit is the one who inspired the 
writers of the bible. Fourth, the scribe brings the 'book of the law’, this points to The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 


This chapter goes on to describe how Ezra read from the book and taught the people to understand 
it's meaning. There are 10 or 12 references, depending on how you count them, which imply that the 
people received and understood the meaning of the word. This harkens back to the idea that 
Tabernacles is the Feast of the Open Book. And it also speaks of the opening of the seven-sealed 
scroll in Revelation. And of course opening the book that was sealed once again speaks of the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ. Let's look at this in detail. 


The Meaning Of The Scroll 


Moses had a commission to tell the Israelites that God had sent him. 'Tell them | am that | am’. That | 
AM had sent him. He also had authority to pronounce judgments. 


Jesus had the same commission to reveal the Nature of God to the people of God. And he had the 
authority to pronounce judgments. 


In the End Times, it will be God's people in this role. 


In Revelation 5, The Lamb who is worthy takes the scroll. Some claim that the scroll represents the 
decrees of God concerning the acts of judgment and redemption to occur in the last days. The seven 
seals represent the judgments and they are opened by Jesus, the Lamb, because he has the authority 
to initiate all the judgments to follow. 


Other writers have claimed that the scroll is the ‘title deed to planet earth’ or a catalog of woe and 
sorrow. 


Kevin Conner says: 


The opening of the Book in the Feast of Tabernacles is alluded to in the opening of the 
Seven-sealed Book in Revelation 5:1-5 and the opened little book in Revelation 10:1-11. 
The Book is God's Word, the Holy Bible, the Book of Redemption. [p. 92} 


| too prefer to think of the scroll as representing the bible itself. The reasons for this are scriptural and 
provide a marvelous glimpse of the sheer genius of God in the construction of his word. 


1. The Scroll is said to be written within and without or on the front and back side. Rev. 5:1 
2. The stone tables of the Law given to Moses are said to be written on the front and back sides. 


Ex 32:15 And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the 
testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side 
and on the other were they written. 


This identifies the scroll with the law, hence with the bible, and ultimately with the Word of God, Jesus. 
So, Moses coming down with the law is like the Holy Spirit coming to reveal Jesus. 
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3. Since part is on the back side, then clearly it's not all readily apparent. Some meaning is hidden. 
The sealed scroll clearly has only a part of the writing visible. 


4. There are several references to books being sealed in the O T. [Isa 8:16, 29:11-12, and Dan 12:4] 
Daniel says they are sealed till the end. Here opening the scroll is the unsealing of the books. 


5. Opening the seals means revealing hidden meaning in the Word. So opening the scroll is one of 
many illustrations of the key concept summarized in the opening verse of Revelation. The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 


6. Jesus is the only one who can open the scroll. No man is worthy. This shows that God reveals 
himself. Man cannot learn of these things on his own. 


7. Each seal that is opened produces a judgment, and this also speaks of the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ since as Ps 9:16 says "The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: ...." 


So, the Lamb that was slain is Jesus Christ. The Scroll is Jesus Christ. Opening the Scroll is the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ. The Judgments that come forth are the Revelation of Jesus Christ. And the 
book is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. The Bible is The Revelation of Jesus Christ. In other words, it's 
all about knowing God. 


Since the Feast of Tabernacles points to the opening of the Book, we may expect that God will reveal 
hidden meanings in the bible during the End Time revival. In fact, that's what is prophesied in Daniel 
12. 


Da 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the 
end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 


Da 12:9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end. 


Jesus’ Fulfillments Of Tabernacles 


In the gospel of John chapters 7, 8 and 9 all take place during tabernacles. The beginning of chapter 7 
has a discussion with his brothers about going up to Jerusalem for the feast of tabernacles. He tells 
them to go but that he would not go up yet. 


John 7:10 But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the feast, not 
openly, but as it were in secret. 


Then in verse 14 Jesus suddenly shows up. 
John 7:14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 


Since this shows the Lord coming to the temple during the feast, it counts as a partial fulfillment of 
tabernacles. 


Also it is a partial fulfillment of Malachi 3:1 


Mal 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 


Later on we read: 


John 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 

38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water. 

39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the 
Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 


Here also is a partial fulfillment in which Jesus also reveals himself as the source of living water, and 
speaks of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. It ties in with tabernacles as The Feast of The Outpouring 
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Of The Waters. It's another case of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Also, note that this happened on 
the exact same day as Haggai's second prophecy. 


On the very next day in John chapter 8 we see how Jesus duplicates the action of Moses coming 
down from the mountain and teaching the people. Note also that he came into the temple. This is 
another partial fulfillment of tabernacles. 


John 8:1 Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 
2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto 
him; and he sat down, and taught them. 


Later in that same chapter, we see Jesus revealing himself again as the light of the world. This ties in 
with tabernacles as the Feast of Illumination. 


Joh 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 


Acts Chapter 2 
In the second chapter of Acts, the Holy Spirit comes upon the assembled group of disciples. 


Ac 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place. 

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. 

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them. 


This is generally regarded as the beginning of the church, the giving of the Spirit and the start of the 
New Covenant. This is partly true. It was a partial fulfillment for the building of the church, a partial 
fulfillment of the giving of the Holy Spirit, and a partial fulfillment of the New Covenant. These three 
ideas here are all roughly synonymous ways of looking at the same thing. 


Verse 1 above says "they were all with one accord in one place." The idea here is unity of the 
brethren. So clearly, this is a also partial fulfilling of Psalms 133, which speaks of the End Time 
Revival in terms of the anointing coming upon the head and body of Aaron. It typifies the proper 
assembly of the head and body of Christ, for Jesus is our High Priest and in him is our place of unity. 
There we see the blessing come. That blessing is the Spirit, the presence and glory of God, life 
eternal. It is dwelling in the secret place of the most high as in Psalms 91, who is the way, the truth and 
the life. 


Ps 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 
2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even 
Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


In The Last Days 


We said the giving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 is a partial fulfillment. Peter in his sermon that day 
makes mention of the prophecy of Joel. He is telling the people that what they are experiencing that 
day is a fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. 


Ac 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye 
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken 
to my words: 

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
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and they shall prophesy: 
This is a reference to Joel Chapter 2:28-29. 


We know it's only a partial fulfillment because the rest of what Joel has to say there still awaits 
fulfillment in the last days. Look at verses 30-31. 


Joel 30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and 
pillars of smoke. 

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and 
the terrible day of the LORD come. 


A Measure of the Spirit 


The description of the coming of the Holy Spirit as cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each 
of them also indicates a partial fulfillment. It shows that each one received a measure of the Spirit. 
The had a small flame rest on them. The complete fulfillment will be intensely greater. It will be the 
Spirit without measure. 


Heb 12:29 For our God is a consuming fire. 
The Pickle Recipe 


As we are looking at the baptism of the Holy Spirit, a good way to explain this comes from a word 
study on baptism. 


Some time back | copied the following definitions from the On Line Bible program. This definition of 
baptism came with a very interesting word study that illustrates what God is about to do in the Church. 
There are two words closely related to baptism; Bapto and Baptizo. 


baptizo {bap-tid'-zo} 
1) to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk) 


2) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one's 
self, bathe 


bapto {bap’-to} 
1) to dip, dip in, immerse 
2) to dip into dye, to dye, colour 


Not to be confused with baptizo. The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is 
a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B.C. It is a recipe 
for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to 
make a pickle, the vegetable should first be 'dipped' (bapto) into boiling water and then 
‘baptised’ (baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables 
in a solution. But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptising the vegetable, 
produces a permanent change. 


When used in the New Testament, this word more often refers to our union and 
identification with Christ than to our water baptism. E.g. Mark 16:16. 'He that believes and 
is baptised shall be saved’. Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. 
There must be a union with him, a real change, like the vegetable to the pickle! Bible Study 
Magazine, James Montgomery Boice, May 1989. 


The interesting idea here is that union with Christ is what He requires and when this is real, and not 
just a positive confession, there will come a real, permanent change in us. Like the vegetable is 
radically transformed, well so must we be transformed. 


All the great moves of God in the past, including the book of Acts, have just been bapto's, temporary 
changes. The revivals of the past have had long term permanent effects of course but the awesome 
holiness, the irresistible power of the Lord has only lingered on for short periods. 
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Even this refreshing called the new wine or the river is just a bapto. A bapto is the ankle deep water of 
the river. the knee deep and waist deep, the chest deep water is still a bapto. At these levels, you can 
always get back out of the water. When it gets over your head, it's baptizo. See Ezekiel 47:1-5. When 
you can no longer go on your own way, it's baptizo. When you have to change from walking to 
swimming, never to go back it's baptizo. It's a permanent change. It's the kingdom of God come into 
your life and you entering into the kingdom. It's the manifesting of the sons of God. 


Like the pickle is changed, we will take on the texture, the color, the taste and the aroma of the Lord 
God of Heaven. We will be like Him because we will see Him as He is. The world will forget what we 
were like before because they will see Jesus in us. That's what tabernacles is pointing us toward. 


The Earnest of the Spirit 


Another way to approach this partial fulfillment idea is to look at what the scriptures say about the 
Giving of the Spirit. 


In Ephesians, it tells about being sealed by the Holy Spirit using the word earnest. 


Eph 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise, 

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his glory. 


Eph 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. 


Second Corinthians also mentions the earnest of the Spirit. 


2Co 1:21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 
22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 


2Co 5:5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given 
unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 


So what is an earnest? 
Strong's lexicon gives this definition: 


earnest - a pledge, i.e. part of the purchase-money or property given in advance as security 
for the rest. 


In other words, an earnest is a down payment. It's only part of the payment. And the early church 
receiving this partial payment in Acts 2 means that it was a partial fulfillment. 


The word for earnest is translated pledge in the Old Testament. 


Ge 38:18 And he said, What pledge shall | give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy 
bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, 
and she conceived by him. 


Easton's bible dictionary says this: 


The Spirit is the earnest of the believer's destined inheritance (2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:14). 
The word thus rendered is the same as that rendered "pledge" in Gen. 38:17-20; "indeed, 
the Hebrew word has simply passed into the Greek and Latin languages, probably through 
commercial dealings with the Phoenicians, the great trading people of ancient days. 
Originally it meant no more than a pledge; but in common usage it came to denote that 
particular kind of pledge which is a part of the full price of an article paid in advance; and as 
it is joined with the figure of a seal when applied to the Spirit, it seems to be used by Paul in 
this specific sense." The Spirit's gracious presence and working in believers is a foretaste 
to them of the blessedness of heaven. God is graciously pleased to give not only pledges 
but foretastes of future blessedness. 
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Ephesians 1:14 describes the Holy Spirit as the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of 
the purchased possession. As we are looking at the earnest meaning pledge or down payment, this 
tells us that the rest of the payment will come at the time of the redemption of the purchased 
possession. This is speaking of the redemption of the church by the full outpouring of the Spirit in the 
last days i.e. the End Times. 


Ac 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. 


The Double Portion 


Now back in Joel 2 it also makes reference to the latter rain, which comes in the first month. This 
speaks of the time of Tabernacles. 


Joe 2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, 
the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 


We saw something similar in Hosea 


Hosea 6:3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is 
prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former 
rain unto the earth. 


And in the New Testament, James mentions the same thing. 


Jas 5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until 
he receive the early and latter rain. 


Each one of these verses mentions the former and the latter rain coming at the same time. Now the 
former rain is the spring rain, and the latter rain is the fall rain. [or vice versa depending on whom you 
consult.] But to have them both at the same time is a logical impossibility. The Lord is using this as a 
clue to show that he is speaking of the Double Portion. Which is to say the end time outpouring of the 
Spirit is going to be extra special, extra ordinary. The double portion is the inheritance of the First 
Born, The Lord Jesus Christ and those who are in him. 


Tabernacles points to the Latter Rain - The Revelation of Jesus Christ 


We have had a lot to say about the Spiritual Second Coming as the Latter Rain. We're going to list 
the various ideas mentioned so far and look at what else the bible has to say about it. 


First, we saw that the Spiritual Second Coming as the Latter Rain is part of The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 

It includes Showing forth the Glory of God, and experiencing the Fear of the Lord. These are a natural 
consequence of the presence of God. 

It entails revealing the meaning of the word of God. 

Holiness comes with entering into the Rest of God, i.e. the Sabbath. 

It is the New Covenant making the people willing and obedient. 

It is the End Time Revival, The Day of God's Power, The Coming of the Kingdom, and the setting up 
of God's Eternal Dwelling Place. 

The members of the Body of Christ will come to truly be in Christ, as they are properly assembled or 
rightly joined into His Body. 

This is also the temple building becoming fitly framed. 

God's people will all come to know him intimately as they enter into the Kingdom, Family and 
Household of the Lord. 

It means the Spirit in us, leads us to maturity of the believer, because His Law will be written in our 
hearts and his Love will be set in our hearts. 

It's the brethren living together in unity, under the outpouring of the Spirit. 

It means being in the secret place of the most high, the place of peace that passes all understanding. 


There Is More. 
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The Baptism of Fire 
Earlier we looked at Malachi 3:1. Let's note what it says in verses 2 and 3. 


Mal 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 

Mal 3:2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he 
appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 
righteousness. 


Malachi here mentions being refined or purified by fire. The same idea is found in the gospels when 
John the Baptist speaks of Jesus. 


Mt 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire: 

12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 
into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 


Lu 3:16 John answered, saying unto them all, | indeed baptize you with water; but one 
mightier than | cometh, the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 


The point here is that the baptism in the Holy Ghost is the earnest, the down payment. The Baptism of 
Fire is the payoff. It's what Jesus will use to purify the Church. 


Isa 33:14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who 
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting 
burnings? 

15 He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of 
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from 
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; 


Purifying the Church 


Eph 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 


Going Up To Zion 


Psalm 24 touches on purifying the church, speaking of the church as the city set on a hill, Mt. Zion, The 
City Of The Great King. 


Ps 24:3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? 
4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 
nor sworn deceitfully. 

5 He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation. 


The New Creation 


Being In Christ is a great transformation. You become a new creature, carried by the spirit into the 
Kingdom of God. 


2Co 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 


Joh 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and 
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of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 


Ro 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 


Ro 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. 


Race, Gender, And Status Are Eliminated In Christ 


The new man leaves old things behind. 


1Co 13:11 When I was a child, | spake as a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a 
child: but when | became a man, | put away childish things. 


When we come into unity, the differences between us will be seen as childish things, left behind by 
coming into maturity. 


Ga 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 


Ga 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, 
but a new creature. 


Eph 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and 


true holiness. 
The Love of God 
Being In Christ means having his Spirit in us, and his love. 


1Jo 4:16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 


Ro 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 


Ro 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


The Mystery Of God And The Hope Of Glory 
The coming of the Lord as the Latter Rain will reveal mysteries. 


Col 1:25 Whereof | am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is 
given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is 
made manifest to his saints: 

27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 


Partaking in the Divine Nature: Holiness 


The Revelation of Jesus Christ means we will have a greatly increased knowledge of him and 
understanding of his ways. We shall see him as he is, and become as he is. 


1Jo 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as 
he is. 


Ro 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
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2Pe 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by 
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is 
in the world through lust. 


Heb 12:10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for 
our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 


Glory and the Unity of the Brethren 


Part of the blessing that comes with unity of the brethren is the Glory of God. Jesus prayed for this 
unity in John 17. 


Joh 17:20 Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; 

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may 
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even as 
we are one: 

23 | in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

24 Father, | will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where | am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. 


2Co 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 


Obedience to the Law in our Heart 
In Psalm 40 we see a link between obedience to God's will and having his law in our hearts. 
Ps 40:8 | delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart. 


The 176 verses in Psalm 119 are written from the viewpoint of the end time believer who is going 
through the baptism of fire. 


Completions and Conclusion 


We could go on and on exploring all the ins and outs of these themes. Another 20 pages of scripture 
quotes would still not cover everything the bible has to say about the Revelation of Jesus Christ and 
the End Time Revival. Hopefully we have shared enough to let you see the implications of the pattern 
established in the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Moses actions at the first tabernacles led to completion of the tabernacle in time to allow a celebration 
of Passover. All of these features of the Latter Rain lead to Completion of The Spiritual Temple. This 
means completion of the Global Witness when the gospel is preached through all the world. 


At some point the Great Harvest comes to an end, and the enemy has his day. This we can see in 
Revelation 13. 


Re 13:7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: 
and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 


This is another completion as it brings the fullness of the Gentiles with the number of martyrs being 
completed also. 


It amounts to the destruction of the temple. But on that topic, Jesus had this to say: 


Joh 2:19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days | will 
raise it up. 

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it 
up in three days? 

21 But he spake of the temple of his body. 
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Prophetically he is speaking raising up the Body of Christ. This leads us back once again to the 
Passover and the Resurrection of the Saints. 
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The Crash 


A Dream by Nancy Gaitan 
Interpretation by Bill Somers 


[Originally written July 2000] 
First the dream Nancy Gaitan 


| had a dream in which | was riding in an "old" car, there was an older man driving, and an older 
woman sitting next to him in the front seat. | 


was sitting in the back seat looking around. We were on a dirt road going up the north side of a 
mountain (in the dream the mountain was a mountain here called Konocti). 


| looked out of the window and on my left, | saw a large commercial plane. It was painted Red, White, 
and Blue (this part | believe is significant to the larger picture, as we live in a small rural community 
where there is not an airport for commercial airlines to land here ). It seemed to be circling and getting 
lower and lower, all of a sudden | realized, the plane was going to CRASH into the side of the 
mountain! It was right over our heads now and | said to the older man who was traveling very slowly, to 
HURRY UP, and get out of there! All of a sudden the plane crashed into the side of the mountain. It 
was a very terrible crash. 


Suddenly | was no longer in the old car, but on a bicycle by myself trying to get away, when | noticed a 
large group of people milling around the crash site. There were some news crews, TV people, 
cameras etc. They were all hanging around the crash. | then started peddling as fast as | could to get 
as FAR AWAY from the crash as | could, when all of a sudden | looked behind me to the mountain 
where the plane had crashed, and there was a HUGE fiery explosion, that went miles into the air! | 
said "Oh God, all of those people!! | then started peddling frantically knowing | had to get to higher 
ground, and put as much space as possible between myself and the explosion. The dream then 
ended. 


A couple of items from the dream occurred to us. The commercial plane being painted Red, White, 
and Blue, would seem to signify America. The news media being present at the crash. We wondered 
if there might be a financial crash coming on the horizon? The older car and people she could relate to 
some things she has been praying about, but wonders if they also have a larger significance. Anyway, 
please pray, and would appreciate any insight the Lord would give, especially for prayer and 
intercession. 


Interpretation — Bill Somers 


The dreamer represents the prophetic element of the present church. While two old people driving the 
car, represent the present church leadership. They are in the drivers and navigators seats, and in 
control of things. The fresh young prophetic people are represented by the rider stuck away in the 
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back, suppressed and ignored. 


They are pursuing the things of God as best as they know how. This is shown in that they are driving 
up the north side of the mountain. [Let us go up to the mountain of the Lord. . . . Mt. Zion on the side of 
the north.] 


The other detail here is that it’s a dirt road, one that is not well traveled. This shows that not many are 
truly seeking the kingdom even in this day. 


The prophetic person can clearly see that the plane is going to crash, but the others cannot. 


The prophetic dreamer attempts to warn the driver of the crash, that time is short. The Plane is right 
over their heads at this point. [Come out of her my people.} 


The plane crash of the USA, obviously, is an economic crash as suggested by the fact that it is a 
commercial plane, not a military one. 


Other details speak as well. The plane in going in circles, lower and lower. This shows that the USA 
has lost it course and is on a downward spiral morally. 


Also as the mountain represents the things of God, the USA crashing into the mountain indicates a 
conflict between the course that the USA is on and the things of God. 


The fact that after wards the dreamer in on a bicycle shows two things. A. After the crash, automotive 
transportation will be out of the picture [a result of economic collapse]. B, so will the old order in the 
church [a result of the great shaking]. 


The crash attracts much attention and commotion, but the prophetic person knows enough to flee the 
following judgment, whose description could well be that of a nuclear explosion, with it's mushroom 
cloud going miles into the air. This is signifying the judgment of nuclear war to follow the economic 
crash. 


HOME PAGE WHATS NEW PAGE 


End Time Prophetic Vision 
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The Dispute 


Bill Somers 


John 16: 

16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, 
because | go to the Father. 

17 Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he saith unto us, 
A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me: and, 
Because | go to the Father? 

18 They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? we cannot tell what he 
saith. 

19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye 
enquire among yourselves of that | said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and 
again, a little while, and ye shall see me? 

20 Verily, verily, | say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: 
and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as 
she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is 
born into the world. 

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 


This short section of John 16 mentions how the disciples disputed over the Lords words. And How the 
Lord came to settle the dispute, giving them an answer that seems to completely change the subject. 


We are going to look at this passage in depth and find several lessons here that can enhance our end 
time prophetic vision. 


Double Fulfillment 
What he told them in verse 16 is a case of double fulfillment of prophecy. 


The first time it is fulfilled is by his death and resurrection. At his death and burial, they no longer see 
him, and mourn greatly. He returns from ascending to his father and appears to them again. Then they 
forget their sadness, rejoicing to see him again. 


The second fulfillment begins when he ascends to the father again after 40 days. It concludes with his 
return in these end times. 


The dispute is a picture of what happens in his absence. 
Look carefully at what Jesus says in verse 16. It can be broken down into three phrases: 


A little while, and ye shall not see me 
and again, a little while, and ye shall see me 
because | go to the Father. 


Now look carefully at verse 17. Notice that his disciples quote these three phrases exactly, word for 
word. Yet in verse 18 they say "we cannot tell what he saith." 


The dispute is an illustration of the history of the Church 


We have had the Word of God available to us in many translations. We have concordances, word 
studies, lexical aids, volumes of commentaries and historical data to help us. Yet we are unable to 
agree on what it says and on what it means. 


The written word is contrasted with the spoken word. They knew what he said [past tense] but could 
not agree on what he says [saith, present tense]. 
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So it is with us. We know what the Bible says, but continually argue about what it means. You may at 
times hear someone begin his remarks with something like "The Bible clearly teaches ....' Prepare 
yourself to take it with a grain of salt. In spite of all the great things about the bible, clarity is not one of 
them. I've never heard anyone admit this, especially to a non believer. But lets face it. The bible is 
unclear on many things. In fact, the bible is deliberately written to be vague, confusing, and open to 
multiple interpretations. It is full of parables, contradictions, inscrutable proverbs, riddles, dark 
sayings, and complex structures. It is chock full of symbolism, numeric clues, types, shadows, 
allegories and mind boggling passages that constantly change subject and point of view. It has 
numerous mysterious passing references; it's constantly quoting other parts of itself producing 
volumes of cross references; many actions and events make no sense and it has a great amount of 
stuff that seems totally useless. It often raises more questions than it answers Yet it tells us that all 
scripture is given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and is profitable to us. So all of it has meaning and 
purpose, but unless the Spirit gives you some light on a passage of scripture, it's just the dead letter of 
the law. The letter kills but the Spirit brings life. This is because the Word is spirit and must be 
understood by the help of the Spirit. 


God wrote out his word is such a way that to understand it we constantly have to go to Him to seek 
explanation. We are continually faced with the choice between the tree of knowledge and the tree of 
life. The written word is the tree of knowledge, the spoken [by the Spirit] word is the tree of life. 
Choose life. 


| once heard a minister say he didn't need faith any more because he knew what the word said. All he 
had to do was go by what it said in the bible. That sounds great but we seldom agree on what it says 
in the bible! Perhaps he forgot that it says without faith, it's impossible to please God! Faith comes by 
hearing, hearing by the word of God. That is spiritual hearing. Let he that has ears to hear, hear what 
the Spirit is saying! 


The action of the scene is an illustration of the point made. 
Now the dispute is specifically about the return of the lord, which is the greatest dispute in the church. 


The action of the scene shows the return of the lord, when He said to them, why do you dispute among 
yourselves. This indicates that for a short interval he was not among them, and then rejoined them to 
find them in the dispute. And it is a dispute that only He can settle. As a picture of the Church today, it 
shows a very interesting point. If we are disputing among ourselves, it means Jesus is not with us! 
Because only He can settle the dispute. And He will settle it when he comes for he says he will put all 
things in order when he comes. 


This is not to contradict His word that says | will never leave you or forsake you. 
... and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. Matthew 28:20 
... for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. Hebrews 13:5 

It only means that He is not with us in full measure. 

Consider how he was with Joshua as Captain of the Host. 


And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and 
Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? 

And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell 
on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his 
servant? 

And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. Josh 5:13-15 


We can apply this to today's church. Note that Joshua asks: Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? 
The answer he gets is not what he expected. The question is a either/or type question. The answer is 
NO! 


Does it make any sense for Joshua to ask a soldier in his own army 'whose side are you on?’ Does it 
make any sense for this soldier to be hanging around the camp with his sword drawn? But as we 
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discover, the man is the Angel of the Lord; the man is the Lord! When Joshua heard his voice he 
knows who it is, and worships. 


"...as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come." This is saying the Lord has come to his 
people to take charge of the battle. It points to the second coming of Jesus, the spiritual coming, not 
the physical. It's saying when the Lord comes to us, as the latter rain for example, it's not to take one 
side or the other in our petty doctrinal disputes. When He comes to us, He is coming to Take Charge. 
He's coming to Take Over! 


What is the point of the drawn sword? The sword speaks of the word, in this case the word of 
judgment. We see the angel of the Lord with sword drawn in his hand in the story of Balaam. Once 
Balaam realizes who it is, he worship as Joshua does. We also see it when David sees the angel at 
the threshing floor of Ornan. Here the context makes it clear that the drawn sword speaks of the 
Lord's judgments being carried out. 


This tells us that He will come to us in a time when we can see His Judgments being carried out. For 
we know that Judgment must begin at the House of God. 


Now lets look at the second fulfillment of verse 16 above. Jesus' answer to the disciples request for 
Clarification seemingly doesn't clarify anything. 


20 Verily, verily, | say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: 
and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as 
she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is 
born into the world. 

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 


Just as Joshua didn't get an expected answer to his ‘either/or’ question, neither did they. 


But what he is saying here is telling us what will accompany his return. Weeping, lamentation, sorrow 
and travail will be our part. This will be from the Judgments Of God being carried out. And the 
Judgments come first to the house of God. 


But then comes the comparison to a woman in childbirth. This speaks of the woman in Revelation 12 
giving birth to a manchild. 


Once the judgments are over, a new kingdom will be birthed into the earth. 


Rev 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: .... 


He will reveal Himself to us and we will know him, worship him and rejoice as we're clothed in His 
righteousness. This is the Sabbath of Rest, and the peace that passes understanding. This Is The 
Day The Lord Has Made. 
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Third Day Warfare 


Bill Somers 
Ohio USA 


In Judges 19, 20 and 21 the Lord gives us the story of the War against Benjamin. There are certain 
end time lessons here especially in chapter 20 where the battles actually take place. 


One of them is about how the Lord in his wisdom will keep certain things secret till the proper time for 
their revelation. Another is about the last days battles and how the martyrdom of the saints enables the 
final victory over the enemy. 


The battle lasts 3 days. On the first day, when Israel sought the Lord, he told them to go up and attack 
Benjamin at the town of Gibeah. They were thrown back with heavy losses. On the second day, the 
Lord told them to go up and they suffered heavy losses again. 


On the third day after much weeping and fasting, the Lord tells them Go up; for to morrow | will deliver 
them into thine hand. [Judges 20:28] So they go into battle and practically wipe out the entire tribe of 
Benjamin. 


Now from reading this account, it’s clear that the Lord’s battle plan was to let the enemy think that he 
was winning, and then trick him into an ambush. This required a certain amount of troops to be 
sacrificed. But if you send your troops into battle knowing that they are going to lose, the will not fight 
well if at all. In fact they might just head for the hills and just not show up to fight. So if the battle plan 
were revealed at the beginning, it would simply not have worked. 


Likewise, in our lives, the Lord wants us to move in faith and trust. We are to be like Abraham, the 
father of faith, who went out, not knowing where he was going; but he was trusting God to get him 
there. If we were to know our immediate future, our behavior would change and we would miss what 
God has for us in the end. 


End Time Application 

The end time application here comes when you note that the victory comes on the Third Day. This is a 
prophetic clue, showing there is a double meaning to this lesson from scripture. The Third Day is the 
Third day of prophecy. It’s often called ‘that day’ or the ‘Day of the Lord’ and other such names. The 
first two days are the two thousand years since Jesus came in the flesh. The third day is the 
millennium, equivalent to the seventh day of creation and the seventh day of God’s week. 


Points to note: 
e The victory does not come immediately at the beginning of the third day. 
e God does not reveal his plans or promise victory till the third day. 
e Deep repentance and prayer is needed before God reveals all this. 
e A sacrifice of troops is still necessary and the troops are quite willing to make it on the third day. 
e The ambush from behind speaks of the Second Coming. 


The warfare on the third day forms a parable of the end times. Many writers are aware that the third 
day is when God will bring things to a close and fulfill the remaining prophecies, yet they expect that all 
these things will come to pass immediately after we enter the third day. On the other hand many 
prophets are telling us that we have already entered the third day. So how to reconcile these ideas. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


The story of the third day’s battle against Benjamin provides us an illustration of how it happens as a 
process. In Jewish time keeping the change from one day to the next does not come at 12 midnight. It 
comes at 6 PM. The day begins at evening, 6 PM and runs through the night to the following morning 
and up to 6 Pm again, when a new day begins. So in the story here lets see how it happened. 


Judges 20:25-28 

25 And Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed 
down to the ground of the children of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the 
sword. 

26 Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of 
God, and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. 

27 And the children of Israel enquired of the LORD, (for the ark of the covenant of God was 
there in those days, 

28 And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) 
saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall 
| cease? And the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow | will deliver them into thine hand. 


On the second day, Israel was once again trounced by Benjamin. Then they go up to seek the Lord. 
They are seen weeping, fasting and offering sacrifices till evening. Then at evening, the third day 
commences! And the Lord reveals the plan and gives the promise of victory. 


In the terms of our parable, Israel is typical of the Church, and the first two days are speaking of the 2 
thousand years of the ‘church age’. At the end of that time, judgment begins at the house of the Lord 
and the church is brought to a place of deep repentance [weeping] and worship [sacrifices]. The part 
where the Lord speaks and reveals the plan and gives the promise of victory represents the 

Revelation of Jesus Christ. This is the beginning of the end time events in the Book of Revelation. 


In the third day of warfare, the men of Israel know that their part is to go up to battle and pretend to 
loose, as before. And that some of them will have to deliberately give their lives to do this. This 
speaks of the willingness of the church to obey the word of the Lord unquestioningly in the end times. 
Psalm 110 speaks of this as the Day of His Power. 


Psalms 110:3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness 
from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 


This is also seen as the day of power in Revelation 12. This is where we read of God’s people being 
willing to lay down their lives and die the martyr’s death. 


Revelation 12:10-11 

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come Salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 


The Contemporary English translation says it like this: 


Revelation 12:11 Our people defeated Satan because of the blood of the Lamb and the 
message of God. They were willing to give up their lives. 
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Here in vs. 30-31 is a description of Israel going up to battle. The word up is used several times in the 
text. This gives an impression that they were facing an uphill battle all along. 


Judges 20:30-31 

30 And the children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and 
put themselves in array against Gibeah, as at other times. 

31 And the children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away from the 
city; and they began to smite of the people, and kill, as at other times, in the highways, of 
which one goeth up to the house of God, and the other to Gibeah in the field, about thirty 
men of Israel. 


But before this happened, Israel has ambushers stationed around Gibeah. 
Judges 20:29 And Israel set liers in wait round about Gibeah. 
Then as Israel is retreating down the highway, the ambushers attack the city from behind and above. 


Judges 20:37 And the liers in wait hasted, and rushed upon Gibeah; and the liers in wait drew 
themselves along, and smote all the city with the edge of the sword. 


The town of Gibeah is behind and above the battle area. This speaks of the high places of the earth. 


Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. 


These liers in wait or ambushers speak of the armies of Heaven, the saints and angels who will 
accompany the Lord Jesus Christ as he returns to fight the last battles. The first thing The Lord does is 
to execute judgment on the High places, where the rulers of wickedness have their seats. 


Micah 1:3 For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and 
tread upon the high places of the earth. 


Amos 4:13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto 
man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high 
places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name. 


Then after Gibeah is destroyed, the ambushers come down and hit Benjamin from behind and above. 
This speaks of the Lord and the armies of heaven continuing on after treading on the High Places to 
the final battles on the earth. 


Judges 20:39-40 

39 And when the men of Israel retired in the battle, Benjamin began to smite and kill of the 
men of Israel about thirty persons: for they said, Surely they are smitten down before us, as 
in the first battle. 

40 But when the flame began to arise up out of the city with a pillar of smoke, the Benjamites 
looked behind them, and, behold, the flame of the city ascended up to heaven. 


The related passages in Revelation include these: 
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Revelation 16:16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue 
Armageddon. 


Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon 
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 


Revelation 19:14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 


Now earlier we said the martyrdom of the saints enables the final victory over the enemy. Just how is 
this? 


We see the people willing to sacrifice their lives. The children of Israel in Judges and the end time 
saints in Revelation. In Judges, their sacrifice is wnat makes the ambush work. What about in 
Revelation? 


Well here the climax is not an ambush but the Second Coming of the Lord. We read about this in Jude 
for instance where the reason for the Second Coming is to execute judgments. 


Jude 1:14-15 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 

15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 


In Second Thessalonians we read of Him coming to take vengeance. 


2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 

7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, 

8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: 


And in Revelation 19 we see that he is avenging the blood of the martyrs. 


Revelation 19:2 For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great 
whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his 
servants at her hand. 


These are those who gave their lives for the Gospel. We see them crying for vengeance in Revelation 
6. 


Revelation 6:9-10 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 
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The Key to how the martyrdom of the saints enables the final victory is found in Romans 12, where we 
see that God uses the patience of the saints to open the way for his vengeance. 


Romans 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for 
it is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. 


This hearkens back to Romans 12: 1 


Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 


Here the Lord is asking us to offer our lives as a living sacrifice to that it will ‘give place to wrath’ as 
mentioned in vs. 19. This is what makes the vengeance and the final victory possible. And so we note 
in closing the words of Psalm 116. 


Psalms 116:15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 


Summary 
The two major lessons we are bringing out here are these. 


First it is often necessary for the Lord to keep certain things secret from us, both for our own good, 
and because this secrecy is part of his plans. 


Second the battle against Benjamin forms a parable or allegory of the end times and how the 
martyrdom of the saints enables the final victory over the enemy. 
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The Epistle To The Manchild 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


November 2009 
www.etpv.org 


Revelation 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will be his God, and he 
shall be my son. 


| have recently noticed some features of the epistles to the Thessalonians which seemed very special. 
Research into word meanings brought out the following information. 


Thessalonians are the people of Thessalonica, today known as Salonika. 

Thessalonica was named after a Greek princess named Thessalonike. 

And Thessalonike means victory in Thessaly, she was named in honor of a victory in Thessaly. | 
didn’t find any further information on the meaning of Thessaly. But the important part here is the word 
nike meaning victory. At that point the Lord spoke to me, saying ‘message to the victors.’ So the 
epistles to the Thessalonians are a ‘message to the victors.’ We are going to look at just how this is. 


Recall the old song lyric, We’ve been made more that conquerors, overcomers in this life, we’ve 
been made victorious through the blood of Jesus Christ. 


These definitions from Strongs’ may help us see the relationships between these words. They are all 
roughly synonymous. 


Nike victory 
nee'-kay 
Apparently a primary word; conquest (abstractly), that is, (figuratively) the means of success: - victory. 


Nikao overcometh 
nik-ah'-o 
From G3529; to subdue (literally or figuratively): - conquer, overcome, prevail, get the victory. 


Hupernikao conquerors 
hoop-er-nik-ah'-o 
From G5228 and G3528; to vanquish beyond, that is, gain a decisive victory: - more than conquer. 


Here in first John there is a reference to overcoming. 


1 John 5:4-5 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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Now we are going to take a look at a few points and make some spiritual interpretations. Here are the 
opening sections of the two letters. 


1 Thessalonians 1:1-6 

1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God 
the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 

3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 

5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 


2 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

2 Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith 
groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth; 
4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all 
your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 

5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: 


The first couple verses of each of the two letters are nearly the same. It mentions three authors, Paul, 
Silvanus and Timotheous which indicates that this is the full trinity of the Godhead speaking here. 


Next note how it mentions that the Thessalonians are in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This is an important point if you consider Jesus prayer in John 17. 


John 17:21-23 

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we 
are one: 

23 | in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 


Here Jesus is praying that his disciples would be in him and in the Father, verse 21. And he also 
mentions that the Father is in him and he is in the disciples. So this description of them speaks of a 
fulfillment of Jesus prayer in John 17. The same thought is echoed in 2 Thessalonians 1:12. 


2 Thessalonians 1:12 That the name [nature, character and authority] of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Note also that Jesus’ prayer includes the phrase that they may be made perfect. This speaks of 
perfect obedience the way Jesus was made perfect. Note also the idea of glory mentioned in John 
17:23 quoted above and here in Hebrews 2. 


Hebrews 2:10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 


The question of obedience is also touched upon in 2 Thessalonians 3:3-4 


2 Thessalonians 3:3-4 

3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. 

4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things 
which we command you. 


Both salutations pronounce Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Now understand that Grace, is the Spirit of Grace i.e. the Holy Spirit. And also Peace speaks 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is our peace. So God is saying here that He is granting them Grace in 
the person of the Holy Spirit and Peace in the person of Jesus. 


Verse 3 in both passages mentions several traits of the Thessalonians which are fruits of the Spirit. 
These naturally follow from a full, end time outpouring of the Spirit. Faith, Charity, Patience, Enduring 
persecution and tribulation, are mentioned. 


1 Thessalonians 1:4 says Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. This tells us the 
Thessalonians are Chosen, the elect. 


Then verse 5 adds our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power. This is another 
clue to what's going on here. As First Corinthians mentions this about the Kingdom of God. 


1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 
It should be apparent that God is saying they are chosen and have been given an entrance into the 
Kingdom. Note also that verse 6 mentions the joy of the Holy Ghost, which is an aspect of the 


Kingdom as this verse from Romans tells us. 


Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. 


Verse 6 also mentions that ye became followers of us. Compare that to what it says in Revelation 14 
about the overcomers. 


Revelation 14:4 .... These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These 
were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 
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2 Thessalonians 1:5 also mentions the Kingdom of God as does this next quote which speaks of the 
calling into the kingdom and glory. And we note that these Thessalonians had understanding of The 
Word from verse 13, knowing that it is not just a historical record or an inspired word, but the very 
word of God. 


1 Thessalonians 2:11-13 

11 As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father 
doth his children, 

12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. 

13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of 
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word 
of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 


Summary 

Looking at the letters to the Thessalonians through spiritual eyes shows us many traits they have in 
common with the Manchild of Revelation 12 and the 144 thousands of Revelation 14. And we 
conclude that the Lord is using the Thessalonians as a type of this Manchild in His Word. And it 
means the letters to the Thessalonians are letters to the Manchild. They are a message to the victors. 


Revelation 12:5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 


And most importantly there is a direct connection between the coming forth of the manchild and the 
coming of the kingdom of God, as you can read farther down in Revelation 12. 


Revelation 12:10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: .... 
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The Gospel According To Ruth 
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November 2006 


No this is not to announce that there has been a new manuscript found in a cave somewhere called 
The Gospel Of Ruth. But it does make for a catchy title doesn’t it? Normally | use software versions of 
the Bible on my computer. As | was preparing this article, | got into one of my printed bibles for some 
reason, and found something unusual. It was the Zondervan Hebrew Greek Study bible, edited by 
Spiros Zodhiates. Now Zondervan had made a typesetting error on the first page of the book of Ruth. 
Instead of calling it the book of Ruth they called it The Gospel According To Ruth. So | feel that this is 
the title the Lord would have me use here. 


| have been planning to do an article on Ruth for some time. With developments in the Middle East 
lately, | have been led to write about Israel and The Church. With so much anti - Israel and anti - Jewish 
sentiment coming out, the church needs an attitude adjustment. Hopefully these articles will set out the 
proper attitude that should be displayed by the church. First was the long study on replacement 
theology, Israel - Replacement or Restoration?. And then we wrote about Joshua and the battle of 
Armageddon, Joshua's Big Battle. This will be the third in this series. 


So what should the church’s attitude be? 
We must be willing to lay down our lives for our brethren. 


Introduction 

There are two main points to bring out. First is that Naomi and Ruth are types of Israel and the Church. 
This is, of course, considering them as separate groups. And we are talking about the Church as she 
is supposed to be, a friend to Israel, in the end times. 


Second is that Ruth’s actions on behalf of Naomi are a picture of the actions and accomplishments of 
the church in the end times. Ruth does for Naomi what Naomi could not do for herself. That is to 
provide an heir and enable her to receive an inheritance. Likewise, the Church will do for Israel what 
she is unable to do on her own. And this is to inherit the promise God made to the fathers, the 
promise of the Gospel. Hence: The Gospel According To Ruth. 


Several writers have note this comparison between Naomi and Ruth and Israel and the Church. 
Christine Beadsworth is one, see: A Release Of Righteous Judgments. Also see: Shemology by 
Barbara Di Gilio. 


The Setting 

Ruth is a gentile, a widow of a Jew and Naomi is her Jewish mother-in-law. She is from Moab where 
Naomi and her family have stayed for some years. In the passage of time, Naomi’s husband and two 
sons all die and she is left with two daughters-in-law. Naomi decides to return to her home in 
Bethlehem but urges her daughters-in-law to stay behind in Moab. Here is Ruth’s famous confession 
whereby she identifies with Naomi, her homeland, Israel and her God, Jehovah. Note that in verse 17 
that she makes an oath unto death. 


Ruth 1:16-17 

16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God: 

17 Where thou diest, will | die, and there will | be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more 
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also, if ought but death part thee and me. 


Ruth’s attitude is friendship, devotion and service to Naomi. The name ‘Ruth’ means friendship or 
friend, and that is just what she is to Naomi. Naomi means pleasant or ‘my delight’ and can easily 
speak of Israel, the pleasant land. 


Numbers 14:8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a 
land which floweth with milk and honey. 


Naomi’s attitude is somewhat sour, however, after her time spent in Moab. She has this to say: 


Ruth 1:20 And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara [bitter]: for the Almighty 
hath dealt very bitterly with me. 


Her problem is not just that she is a widow, but that she has no heir. Both her sons have died while in 
Moab, and there is no one to claim the inheritance of her dead husband, Elimelech. Moab by the way, 
means of the father, who is my father or seed of the father. Elimelech, is a combination of two words. 
Eli which is God and melech which means king. So Elimelech is translated, God is King or God is my 
King. It could easily mean the God/King or even the kingdom of Goa! 


By the end of the story, her fortunes are reversed through Ruth’s marriage to Boaz. 


Ruth 4:9-10 

9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that | 
have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of 
Naomi. 

10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have | purchased to be my wife, to 
raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off 
from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day. 


Ruth 4:17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to 
Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 


You can see there are two issues that Boaz is resolving here. One is the inheritance from Elimelech, 
and the other is raising up the heir. These two are closely related. It’s interesting that Pharez and 
Judah are mentioned here. It helps form part of the allegory. 


Ruth 4:12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of 
the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman. 


Judah had two sons who died without an heir. This meant that there would have been no heir to the 

tribe of Judah, no King of the Jews! Judah eventually laid with his daughter in law and produced the 
heir, Pharez. Allegorically the first two sons who died, speak of the first two kingdoms of Judah, one 
which was destroyed by Babylon and the second destroyed by Rome. It took the seed of the father, 

[Moab], the seed of the father, Judah, to come and produce the heir. 


This bears a loose correspondence to the two sons of Naomi who died without heir. They also 
represent the two kingdoms of Judah who would have inherited from Elimelech. 


To produce the heir is described as ‘to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance’. For 
purposes of the allegory, the name of the dead is Jesus. HE is the God/King who died. He had no heir 
in the flesh. 


Isaiah 53:8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 
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generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people 
was he stricken. 


His spiritual inheritance is his people, all whom the father has given him. As Ruth gives birth to a son, 
so the church will give birth to the man-child. This is the end time church or company of saints who will 
bring in the end time harvest. This is raising up the Name of Jesus upon all those who are to be 
saved! 


The attitude of Israel and the attitude of the Church. 

There is a major problem with this analogy when looking at Israel and the church today. That is the 
history of conflict and persecution of the Jews by the church. Also the continued resistance of the 
Jews to the Gospel remains their historic stumbling block. The Jews are the hardest people of all to 
reach with the Gospel message. The bible points this out clearly in Romans 11. Today’s Jews are 
enemies of the Gospel! 


Romans 11:28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching 
the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 


So what should the church’s attitude be? 
We must be willing to lay down our lives for our brethren. 


Look closely at Romans 11:28 above. Notice it says they are enemies for your sakes. And they are 
beloved for the fathers’ sakes. We need to be in an attitude of friendship, devotion and service 
regardless of what their attitude toward us or toward the gospel is. They are to become our brethren in 
the end. The same goes for any unsaved people. 


Romans 11:30-31 

30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through 
their unbelief: 

31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may 
obtain mercy. 


So what should the church’s attitude be? 
We must be willing to lay down our lives for our brethren. 


In Romans 15 there is a mention of the poor saints at Jerusalem. This is a double reference to the 
Christians in the time of Paul and the Jews of today. And it expresses a debt that we, the church, owe 
to the Jews. 


Rom 15 . Romans 15:26-27 

26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the 
poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 

27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been 
made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal 
things. 


So what should the church’s attitude be? 
We must be willing to lay down our lives for our brethren. 


1 John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 


So what should the church’s attitude be? 
We must be willing to lay down our lives for our brethren. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Romans 12:11 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 


So what should the church’s attitude be? 
We must be willing to lay down our lives for our brethren. 


Romans 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it 
is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. 


The Heir of Elimelech 

As Ruth enables Naomi to inherit all that was Elimelech’s, the church will enable Israel to inherit the 
Kingdom of God [salvation]. We can show that Israel is to be saved at the Second Coming of Christ. 
The church's role is then, to enable the Second Coming of Christ. She does this by bringing in the 
end time harvest. This is the fullness of the Gentiles. The end time gentile church overcomes their 
adversary by dying the martyrs death which is giving place to wrath. And so all Israel will be saved, as 
it is written! 


The Second Coming 
Now lets take a look at the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. We're going to string some 
pearls here, or connect the dots if you will. 


In 2 Thessalonians we find mention that he comes to take vengeance. 


2 Thessalonians 1:6-8 

6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 
7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, 

8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: 


Every eye shall see him. 


Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 


Zechariah 12:10 And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 


We can see that when every eye sees him that this includes the Jews. Romans 11 tells us about a 
blindness upon the Jews. 


Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 


This must mean that, when the Lord returns, this blindness will be gone, and the 
fullness of the Gentiles will be complete. 


Revelation 6 tells us that the Lord’s vengeance waits for a fulfillment of all those that should still be 
killed. In other words, he will not return till this happens. This is the fullness of the gentiles. 
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Revelation 6:9-11 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 


Revelation 12 speaks of the man child coming forth, this corresponds to Ruth giving birth. 


Revelation 12:1-2 

1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 


Revelation 14 describes them as fully obedient followers of Christ. 


Revelation 14:4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. 
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from 
among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 


These preach the gospel to the ends of the earth and bring the end time harvest in. Finally they lay 
down their lives after ‘finishing the course.’ 


Side note 

| realize that other writers may not view the man child or the 144 thousand symbolically as | have done 
here. There are other possible correct interpretations that you can come up with since we are dealing 
with patterns and figurative language. Secondly this part of the typology is not essential to the main 
line of argument here. All you need to see is that Ruth giving birth to a son compares to the woman 
birthing a man child. And that this in turn relates to the kingdom of God in the end times. It’s the end 
time saints, whoever they are, that are given the grace to finish the task, and enable the second 
coming of the Lord. 


The Overcomers 


Revelation 12:10-11 

10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 


Revelation 12 shows how they overcome the accuser. By dying the martyrs death they give place to, 
or make room for, wrath. 
We must be willing to lay down our lives for our brethren. 


Romans 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto [make 
room for] wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. 


Romans 11:25-26 
25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
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Gentiles be come in. 
26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 


Summary 

The story of Ruth and Naomi forms an allegory of the church and Israel. Ruth is a type of the Church, 
the gentiles who are grafted into the Promises given to Israel. She is a friend and supporter of her 
mother-in-law Naomi. Naomi is the widow of Elimelech, a type of Jesus. Her sons have died and so 
there is no heir of Elimelech. Naomi cannot inherit from Elimelech nor raise up an heir. Israel cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, nor raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. This is because 
they rejected their messiah at the first coming and remain enemies of the gospel, blinded still today. 


Ruth encounters Boaz, another type of Jesus, who is kinsman / redeemer of both Ruth and Naomi. 
This encounter speaks of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Their union produces a male heir who is 
considered the heir of Naomi and Elimelech. This speaks of the end time church, who receives The 
Revelation Of Jesus Christ. This is represented by the woman in Revelation 12 giving birth to the 
man child. This then is instrumental in preaching the gospel to the ends of the earth; and bringing in 
the fullness of the Gentiles. When the full number of the gentile church are martyred, the Lord comes 
again to take his long awaited vengeance. He removes the blindness from his people Israel, as a 
whole, and they can then inherit the Kingdom of God. 


So what should the church’s attitude be? 
We must be willing to lay down our lives for our brethren. 
And that’s The Gospel According To Ruth. Amen. 
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Mark of Cain 


by Bill Somers 
This Document Revised 11-2-97 


In Marvin Byers work, The Final Victory, The Year 2000. he makes a prophetic point that the end is like the beginning. 


And since Jesus declares in Revelation that He is the Beginning and the End, the beginning must be the same as the 
end. Since He Is the beginning and the end, and since He changes not, they must be the same. 


While this is not a universal principle, it does apply to the Word of God, which is what Jesus is. His name is called the 
Word of God. 


When it comes to understanding the Word of God, you'll find that events and patterns set out in the beginning are 
repeated in the end. Genesis is the book of beginning; Revelation is the book of ending. Trying to understand the end 
without knowing the beginning is futile. Yet so many students of the prophetic spend most of their efforts in Revelation. 


There are many patterns, types and shadows that begin in Genesis and have fulfillment in Revelation. One of these that | 
have noticed is to do with the Mark of Cain and the Mark of the Beast. 


The Mark of Cain is a type or foreshadowing of the Mark of the Beast. 


The Story of Cain and Abel is the story of the beginning of religion. Revelation in the story of the end of religion. 

In the Story of Cain and Abel, one pleased God, and one was cursed by God. 

Abel's blood cried out for vengeance and Cain suffered that vengeance, eternal banishment.. 

In revelation, the blood of the saints cries out for vengeance. That vengeance comes with the Return of the Lord. And the 
eternal banishment of the lost. 

Cain was of those who thought to serve God, Abel to obey Him. 

The religion of Cain was a sacrifice from the fruit of the earth, which God had cursed. Abel offered a blood sacrifice. 

The first murder was a religious murder, the first religion produced a martyr and a murderer. 

The end time religions will be the murderers against the martyrs. 

Cain's religion has a confrontation with Abel's and God gives favor to Abel. After losing out in this confrontation Cain rises 
up to smite Abel; and Abel does not resist. Cain is the religious, Able the remnant. 

As Cain lost out in comparison when the Lord favored Abel, so the end time church will be favored by being able or 
allowed to show forth resurrection power. Resurrection power, the unmistakable miracle, is one thing the enemy forces 
cannot abide because it destroys the fear of death that keeps men in bondage. So that they will then likewise rise up and 
smite the church after it's triumphs. And then our blood will also cry out for vengeance. 

That there will be such triumphs is foreshadowed in several passages. 

Jesus three trips around Israel, ministering to the multitudes, before he went to the cross. 

Paul made three great missionary trips before going to Jerusalem and ultimately to his death in Rome. 

Elisha told the king to strike the arrows on the ground. He struck thrice and stopped. Hence Israel was to have three 
victories over Syria and then be overcome. 

| believe that the end time church will experience three great waves of world evangelization, tremendous victories over 
powers of darkness. Then it will be overcome. 


God has declared the end from the beginning. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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The Shape of Things to Come 


Bill Somers 


Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:10) 


That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: (Ephesians 1:10) 


Let me spell it out right at the beginning. The shape of things to come is triangular. 

OK, what things are we talking about? Really only one thing, but one depicted and described in many ways; the 
church. I have long seen that several of the metaphors used in scripture for the church have a triangle shape. The 
most obvious one is 'the mountain of the lord’. Others are less clear. 


Lately the Lord has been showing me that practically all of the ways he uses to describe the church have a triangular 
aspect of some sort, depending on your point of view. In this article we will briefly touch on most of them. First, we 
will cite some pertinent verses. Then we'll see how they are triangular in shape. Then lastly we will look at their 
relation to the kingdom. 


The Mountain 


... Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; . . . . (Isaiah 
2:3) 


Now this one should be pretty obvious, mountain has a peak in the center and sloping sides all around. From the 
side it is clearly a triangle. 


The Holy Hill Mount Zion 


Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. (Psalms 2:6) 


Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and 
Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy 
mountain. (Zechariah 8:3) 


And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having 
his Father's name written in their foreheads. (Revelation 14:1) 


A Song of degrees of David. Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! 
It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 
As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD 
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. (Psalms 133:1-3) 


Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall 
bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. (Zechariah 4:7) 


These are key scriptures relating the Mountain of the Lord and the Holy Hill, Mount Zion 


The Body of the High Priest 
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It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; (Psalms 133:2) 


Here we see the High Priest described as having skirted garments. These correspond to the sloping mountain sides 
Psalm 133 compares the image of the mountain with the image of the High Priest. Both are triangular images. 


The Body of Christ 
So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. (Romans 


12:5) 
For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. (Ephesians 5:30) 
Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of 


our profession, Christ Jesus; (Hebrews 3:1) 
In this case, we see that the image of the body of Christ takes on a triangular shape, since Christ Jesus is spoken of 


as our High Priest. [In Psalm 133, Aaron acts as a type of Christ.] 


The Stone becoming a Great Mountain 
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 


became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and 


filled the whole earth. (Daniel 2:35) 


Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 


ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. Isa 9:7 
Here the stone is the Lord. He breaks the nations and scatters the pieces. Then they are replaced by his ever 


expanding mountain. 


The Bride 
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two 


shall be one flesh. 
This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Ephesians 5:3 1-32) 
Here we ask you to visualize a bride dressed in her long flowing gown and compare the picture to that of the High 


Priest in his skirted robes. 


The Ship 
And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 


hath not where to lay his head. (Matthew 8:20) 


And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him 
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And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the 
waves: but he was asleep. (Matthew 8:23-24) 


The ship is the church, his place of rest. The place he can lay his head. Here we can see that a ship has a high mast 
in the center with sails and ropes sloping down from the top. Another triangle. 


A place to lay the head, a resting place. 


For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation 


This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it. (Psalms 132:13-14) 


Here the resting place is the triangular Mount Zion. 


The Army of God 


Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. (2 Timothy 2:3) 


No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him 
who hath chosen him to be a soldier. (2 Timothy 2:4) 


Now how does an army resemble a triangle? Not in any physical view that I can think of. However in the abstract it 
does because the chain of command and the table of organization depict a flow of authority starting at the top with 
the commander in chief and down thru the general staff, the generals, colonels and so on to the rank and file foot 
soldiers. 


The Flock of Sheep 


I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. (John 10:14) 


My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: (John 10:27) 


For this image we ask you to take a short helicopter ride and observe a shepherd leading his flock out into the 
pasture. As we look down on the we see that He is at the head, followed by the lead sheep and the rest of them fan 
out behind him, like the wake behind a ship at sea. Triangular once more. 


The Family of God 


According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love 

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. (Ephesians 
1:4-6) 


Guess what shape you find in a diagram of a family tree? 


The Eagles Wings 
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As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh 
them, beareth them on her wings: (Deuteronomy 32:11) 


He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler. (Psalms 91:4) 


Here the image is of the Lord protecting his people as an eagle shelters her young. The wings spread out to either 
side give this a triangular shape. 


The Fig Tree, The Olive Tree etc. 


He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
and sought fruit thereon, and found none. (Luke 13:6) 

Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the 
olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you. (Haggai 2:19) 


For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to 
nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be 
grafted into their own olive tree? (Romans 11:24) 


To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified. (Isaiah 61:3) 


Quite often, the Lord speaks of his people in terms of trees. [I see men as trees, walking.] The figure of the fig tree 
and to a lesser extent the olive tree are very important. We can see some triangularity in the shape of a tree as well. 


Metaphor of the vineyard 


Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill: 

And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a 
tower in the midst of it, . . . . (Isaiah 5: 1-2) 


This description of a vineyard resembles that of a city. There is a high point, the tower in the center, and walls, 
fences and hedges on either side. It could resemble a triangle seen from a short ways away. 


Metaphor of the land of Israel 
Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which 


is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. 
(Ezra 1:3) 


Whenever you go to Jerusalem, according to biblical prose, you go up to Jerusalem. From there you can go east 
and down to Jordan, or west and go down to the sea [Joppa]. So here we find another triangular image. 


The City 


Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. (Genesis 22:4) 
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For he [Abraham] looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
Heb 11:10 


Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of 
the great King. (Psalms 48:2) 


When you view a city from a distance you notice the tallest buildings in the center and shorter and shorter ones 
trailing off to either side. This forms a triangle. 


New Jerusalem 


And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. (Revelation 21:2) 


And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last 
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 


And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great city, the 
holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, (Revelation 21:9-10) 


In this passage the bride is seen as synonymous with the Holy City. 
The Tabernacle 


A Psalm of David. LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 
(Psalms 15:1) 


For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he 
hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. (Psalms 27:5) 
In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion. (Psalms 76:2) 


We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool. (Psalms 132:7) 


And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle 
of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness. (Isaiah 16:5) 


And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God. (Revelation 21:3) 


So what is a tabernacle? It's a tent. And tents have tent poles sticking up in the middle and shorter poles on the sides 
and ropes going down to the earth tied to tent pegs driven into the ground. Once again we see a triangular shape. 


The Dwelling Place, House or Temple 


Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God 

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone 

In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord 

In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (Ephesians 
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2:19-22) 


Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 


Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 
precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. (1 Peter 2:5-6) 


Houses and temples commonly have pointed roofs giving them a triangular aspect. The only way you can get a chief 
comerstone is by having one corner at the top. Hence you have a pyramid, which is also triangular in shape. 


The Pyramid 


And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:18) 


As the church is a spiritual building, it is built from the top down instead of from the bottom up. At the top we find 
the Cap Stone, Head Stone or Chief Corner Stone, Jesus. The church must be built on the Lordship of Jesus. 


The Action 


We see the triangle shape in all these examples of the Church. In certain ones we see some action too. We see an 
image of something being placed at the top of the triangle. 
In Psalm 2 we see the King set upon the Holy Hill 


In Zechariah 4, we see the headstone brought forth on the Mountain 

In Revelation 14 we see the Lamb standing on the Mountain 

In Psalm 133 we see the anointing ointment on the head and the dew on the mountain, both flowing downwards. 
In Matthew 8 we see mention of a place to lay the head; and the Lord sleeping in the ship. 


All of these instances speak of the same thing. Laying the headstone on the temple is laying the head on the body. 
The temple is the resting place of the Lord; and the body is the place of rest for the Head. The Lord is the head! 


In Psalm 132, David speaking [as a type of Christ] says he will have no rest till he builds a dwelling place for God. 


Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed 

I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids 

Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. (Psalms 
132:3-5) 


And then the Lord responds to his servant identifying the resting place as Mount Zion [a type of the Church]. 


For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation 
This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it. (Psalms 132:13-14) 


We often speak of the church as the body of Christ or as the House of God. According to these examples the 
construction of the House [temple] doesn't begin till the foundation is laid. Likewise, the assembly and following 
growth of the body doesn't begin till the head comes to its resting place. Ephesians 2:21 speaks of the building fitly 
framed together growing into a holy temple 

David never actually built the temple. All he could do is gather the materials. The actual construction didn't begin till 
after his death, that is after he [a type of Messiah] went to his resting place. 


The Timing 
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So when does all this take place? In the End times at the beginning of the third day. 
Psalm 2 indicates it will be a time when all the world turns against God's people. 


Revelation 14 shows it taking place during events foretold in the book of Revelation, especially when his followers 
will go wherever he leads. 

Zechariah 4 speaks of the mountain becoming a plain [humbled], making a place for the headstone to rest. 

Psalm 133 shows it's when brothers come to dwell together in unity. 

Matthew 8 tells us it's when The Lord enters his place of rest, his disciples follow him and great storms arise outside. 


... and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:18) 
Summary 


How can we claim that the church is not yet built or the body not assembled? Well clearly the members or parts are 
not yet in their proper place doing their intended functions. Now this is seen just by observing the state of the church. 
All we have today is a collection of building materials or body parts waiting to be put in place. 

But some may say that we are not to trust in what we see but in what the bible says about the church. This is a 
common place approach. Many preach and teach things that are seen in the Word but not seen in practice. To the 
outsider this will look like foolishness, hypocrisy or just plain stupidity. 

In general we have lots of scripture that describe how we in the church are supposed to be, yet [except once in a 
while] we are not that way. This body of scripture is usually present in tense, but only occasionally present in our 
experience. 


For example: If the Holy Spirit is supposed to lead us into all truth, how is it that all these people who claim to have 
the Holy Ghost can never agree among themselves? Because the scripture is not yet fulfilled. 


So when will it be fulfilled? When all the rest of this happens. 


Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see 
eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. (Isaiah 52:8) 


But what I'm suggesting is our problem lies in the literal approach to biblical interpretation. We think we're supposed 
to have it all, when all we really have is the down payment. The steak is on the grill but all we have so far is a whiff of 
the aroma. 

What we really have is a body of scripture that is prophetic. It is present tense but really points to the future. It is 
describing how the church is supposed to be and how Christians are supposed to act. 


But that's not how we are, it's how we will become when all this takes place; when we are revived or redeemed. It 
is unfulfilled prophetic scripture, but we normally don't realize that. It has been sealed till the time of the end. 


Here is an example of one of those scriptures that are present tense but are actually unfulfilled prophecy. 


But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels 

To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel. (Hebrews 12:22-24) 


And another example: 
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But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: (1 Peter 
2:9) 


The Kingdom of God 


Here's a very brief definition: The Kingdom of God is wherever God is King. 

Guess what shape you will find in a diagram of the Kingdom? The triangle. The Kingdom of God is just another 
name for the Church! 

The building of the church is the beginning of the kingdom of God, on earth. And the growth of the church is the 
spread of the kingdom. [As in the Stone becoming a Great Mountain. ] 


And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered 
them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 


Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. (Luke 
17:21) 


If the body is not assembled till the head comes to its resting place, and if the temple construction doesn't start till the 
foundation is laid, when do you think the kingdom comes? When the King is set in place on the Holy Hill [Psalm 2] 


And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: . . . . (Revelation 12:10) 


So now how would you define the Kingdom of God? 
Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost, that's another triangle. 


Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 
Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy. (Psalms 132:8-9) 


For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. (Romans 14:17) 


As I write this, in the summer of 2000, we are in the beginning of the third day. We read reports and prophecies that 
the manchild has come forth and the apostles are being gathered and that judgment is imminent. Get ready to look 
up for our redemption is coming. God has started to fulfill this word and confirm his covenant. 

The Kingdom comes when the King comes The Kingdom comes where the King comes. That is when the King 
comes to his resting place in the midst of his people. 


In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. 


The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he 
will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing. 

I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach 
of it was a burden. 

Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that 
was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame. 
At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a 
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praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD. 
(Zephaniah 3:16-20) 


Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 


That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 


The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. (John 3:5-8) 
Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
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The Harvest and The Tithe 
by Bill Somers 


Sometime in the early 90's an email correspondent got me involved in a discussion of Calvinism, hyper Calvinism 
etc. One of the issues as I recall was the effect of Jesus work of atonement on the cross. Or in other words, did 
Jesus die for all mankind or not? And is Jesus work of atonement, that paid the price for our sin, sufficient for our 
salvation? Or is there something man must do to be saved? 


If Jesus died for all, and if his death is sufficient for salvation, then all would be saved, the thinking goes. If his death 
is not sufficient and man is required to do something extra, then salvation is by works! Now we know that this 
cannot be! So we are led to believe that Jesus did not die for all, only for the Elect. Hence, 'predestinationism’, the 
idea that only those who are predestined will be saved, and 'irresistable' grace, the idea that the predestined ones 
will be saved whether they want to be or not. From there it is a short hop to thinking that there are some people who 
just aren't meant to be saved. And then we start to close down our evangelistic efforts! 


Now without really getting deep into this, let me make just a couple comments. 


This is a great example of applying man's wisdom to God's word. You get led into a theological Black Hole! 
There is a ‘principle’ of bible study called the law of paradoxical truth, and this is an example of it. Jesus died for all, 
yet all do not get saved. 


Several years later, the Lord showed me a portion of scripture that said the same things in figurative terms. 


And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar 
off: Luke 17:12 

And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified 
God,... Luke 17:15 

And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? Luke 17:17 


The village represents the world; His entering into it represents His first coming, the incarnation. As leprosy is a type 
of sin, we see that Jesus' cleansing the lepers speaks of His dying for our sin, yet only 1 out of the 10 came to him. 
This is a way of saying Jesus died for all, yet only 1 out of 10 are saved. 


This is God's tithe. 


And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the 
LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD Le 27:30. 

And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, 
the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD. Le 27:32 


In terms of prophetic typology, the tithe of the land, the tithe of the fruit, and the tithe of the flock all represent the 
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tithe of mankind. These verses speak of holiness and separation unto the Lord. The rod is the shepherds rod 
showing that He judges this tithe to be acceptable in his sight. 


I take this to mean that the Lord will take ten percent of human population throughout all history. That is of all the 
people who ever lived or are living today, ten percent will be saved. 


According to Rick Joyner, speaking on the Harvest, the Lord intends to take well over 10 percent of the worlds 
population in this end time harvest. 


According to the testimony of Howard Pittman, today's rate of salvation is two and one half percent. [Howard had a 
death and resurrection experience, in the 80's, in which he was shown many things in the spirit, one of these is the 
small number of those who get saved compared to those who die in any given time period. ] 


This rate of two and 1/2 percent must have been far lower in earlier periods of history. In ancient times and in the 
dark ages, the rate must have been far lower. This leads me to believe that most of this tithe that will be saved will be 
saved in these last days and the rate will approach near to 20 percent. This will make up for the many centuries 
when the rate was far less that 10 percent. Don't forget, the world population was also far lower then. Only in this 
century have we seen a vast growth in world population. Some say that there are more people alive now than have 
ever lived. So God is taking almost all of His tithe from the world population at the end of the 20th century. 


There is no way the Church in its present condition can deal with such a harvest. But I am confident that the Lord 
will not leave the Church in its present condition. The Church He is looking for includes those about to be harvested 
and we know He intends to "present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." Ephesians 5:27 


This is the LORD'S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. Ps 118:23 
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"The Third Day" in Prophecy 


by Bill Somers 


There is a special significance to the term 'third day' as it is used in scripture. This phrase is found 67 
times in the Bible. | find that in most cases it has a spiritual or allegorical meaning related to end time 
prophecy. 


First Principles 


To see this you have to understand several basic ideas: God's week, the last days and the first 
principles of the oracles of God. Hebrews chapter 5 makes reference to "the first principles of the 
oracles of God", saying in effect that to be skillful in understanding the Word, you must know these first 
principles. The writer of Hebrews does not directly state these principles. He does indicate two levels 
of understanding. The unskillful is compared to a babe taking milk, the skillful, to one of full age who 
partakes of strong meat. This is to contrast the immature with the mature and the natural with the 
spiritual. The deep things of God are spiritual, and must be discerned by the spirit. That is the word is 
to be understood in its spiritual meaning. Therefore there is potentially a spiritual meaning to the term 
‘third day’. Another key principle is found is 1st Corinthians. "Now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come." 1 Cor. 10:11. Briefly, this tells us that there is an ‘end-time’ application to be found throughout 
scripture. Specifically, it tells us that this term ‘third day' might be understood in the context of the end 
times. 


God's Week 


Now what is God's week and what does it have to do with the end times? Simply put, God's week is 
the notion that God's timeline since the creation of Adam, is divided into seven, one thousand year 
periods. See Ps. 90:4 and 2nd Pet. 3:8. Each of these one thousand year periods can correspond to 
a day in a week. Thus from Adam to Abraham are two ‘days’, from Abraham to Jesus are two ‘days’, 
from Jesus till now are two ‘days’, and the coming millennium will be the last 'day'. It will be the seventh 
or Sabbath day of God's week. 


The Last Days 


Now the term ‘last days' or ‘latter days' is sometimes taken to mean the time period from the day of 
Pentecost till today; that is the so-called 'church age’. Sometimes it can mean the interval just before 
the second coming of the Lord. Looking at the first definition, you can see that the last days would then 
mean the last three days of God's week. And that the third day would be the last day. That is to say, 
when we are speaking in context of the last days, the ‘third day' is the millennium! Thus the 'third day’ 
is the 'seventh day’. To confirm this you can find several references in scripture that link the ‘third day' 
with the 'seventh day’. For example: "He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the 
seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he 
shall not be clean." (Num 19:12 KJV) See also Num. 19:19 and 31:19. Our conclusion then is that 
references to the third day in scripture will very often have a prophetic meaning that speaks of the 
millennium. 


Examples 


How about some examples. "And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will 
come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai." (Ex. 19:11 KJV) The end time 
interpretation of this is that it refers to the second coming when ‘every eye shall see him’. 


"After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight." 
(Hosea 6:2 KJV) The end time interpretation of this is that it refers to the resurrection, when the dead 
in Christ shall be raised up. 


"And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: And 
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both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage." (John 2:1-2 KJV) This can be seen as a 
reference to the marriage supper of the Lamb. Note that the bridegroom and bride are not mentioned 
or named but that Jesus and his disciples, the church, are. Here is another reference using ‘third day’. 


"Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off." (Gen 22:4 KJV) What 
can this possibly have to do with the end times? If you check this verse in context, you will see that the 
place referred to is Mt. Moriah. This is where he was to sacrifice his son Isaac. It is the site that the 
Temple would be built on; and it thereby refers to Jerusalem, the holy city, also. Now consider this 
verse from Hebrews, speaking of Abraham. "For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God." (Heb 11:10 KJV) This could easily remind one of the passage in 
Revelations where John sees the Holy City ‘afar off. "And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." (Rev 21:2 
KJV) This certainly is "a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God." Now lets look 
at what Jesus has to say on this subject: "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw 
it, and was glad." (John 8:56 KJV) In this passage, the phrase 'my day’ could mean the time of Jesus' 
earthly ministry, or it could mean the Lord's Day, or the Day of the Lord. So what was it that Abraham 
saw by faith? He saw the City of God and the Day of the Lord. And this is exactly what John the 
revelator sees by vision, for he begins his vision telling us "/ was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, ...." 
(Rev 1:10 KJV) Which day is the Lord's day? The Day of the Lord. Which day is that? The third day! 
Abraham, by his obedience, acting in faith, went to sacrifice his son Isaac. This action would ultimately 
result in God's final victory in the Book of Revelation. So to say "Then on the third day Abraham lifted 
up his eyes, and saw the place afar off." has prophetic meaning. He lifted up his eyes means he saw 
prophetically the day of the Lord and the New Jerusalem! Here he is a type of God the Father, who 
saw the end before the beginning, when He sacrificed His son, Jesus. 


Let's look back at a verse we quoted earlier. "He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on 
the seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he 
shall not be clean." (Num 19:12 KJV) Consider not only how this links the third day with the seventh 
day, but the ideas of cleanliness and purification. These speak of sanctification or holiness. Now 
recall what the law says about the seventh day: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy." (Ex. 
20:8 KJV) What this tells us is that this coming day must be a day of holiness for the church. She must 
become a "holy city, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." Earlier we mentioned that God 
sees the end from the beginning. You can find this principle right in the very beginning of the bible. 
"And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his 
work which God created and made." (Gen 2:3 KJV) 


Conclusion 


In conclusion, the 'third day’, is a reference, in many passages, not necessarily all, to the end times. It 
means the third thousand year period since the birth of Jesus. It is the prophetic Sabbath. The Lords 
day and the Day of the Lord. It is the millennium where: "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years." (Rev 20:6 KJV) "This is the day which the LORD 
hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it." (Ps. 118:24 KJV) 
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The Kingdom Of God And The Return Of The Lord 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


July 12, 2009 
Dan 2:44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break 


in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 


Bible myths: commonly taught statements or assumptions that are not taught or supported by Holy 
Scripture. 


Examples 
The Bible never says there were three wise men who came to worship Jesus. 


The Bible never says Mount Calvary was a mountain. 

The Bible never says ‘God helps those who help themselves.’ 

There are many other examples that could be given. For now | want to concentrate on this one. 

The Bible never says that Jesus sets up his kingdom [with Jerusalem as the capitol] after he returns. 


Sometime back | did an article on Revival Redemption and Return of the Lord. 
htto:/Awww.etpv.org/2009/rrnrotl.html 


In my opening remarks | said: 


Let me start out by upsetting some peoples theology. God is not coming back so he can set up 
his Kingdom here on earth, he is setting up his Kingdom here on earth so he can come back. 


Then | went into great detail to show why this is so. For now | just want to point to the scripture from 
Daniel 2 above as a secondary proof. 
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Notice where this verse from Daniel says ‘in the days of those kings' It indicates that Jesus Kingdom 
comes into being, and then destroys the others. Which are represented by the 10 toes of the great 
image and also the ten horns of the beast. 


The erroneous view is that Jesus destroys the other kingdoms and then sets up his after his return. 
Here is shows us that these things happen during the end times or so called tribulation period. All of 
this is to take place before his visible return as the white horse rider. 


Preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

In the times past, the good news of the Gospel, was a promise of the coming Kingdom. It will soon be 
preached somewhat differently. It will be the announcement of the Kingdom. Not that the Kingdom is 
coming, but that the Kingdom is here. In other words Our God Reigns. 


Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 


Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 


One last example: 

The Bible never says that the Holy Spirit will always agree with the ultimate authority of the written 
Word of God. Instead the ultimate authority of Holy Spirit is given to help us understand the written 
Word of God. 
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The Key of Knowledge 


Bill Somers 


Lu 11:52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered 
not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered. 


Ho 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected 
knowledge, I will also reject thee, .... 


In Jesus’ time the people known as lawyers were the experts on the Mosaic Law. This article will take 
a quick look at the lawyers of today. Not the experts in civil or criminal law, but the experts on the 
Bible. We will see what the Key of Knowledge is and exactly how today’s experts have taken it away 
from great numbers of believers in today’s churches. 


Literalism Is The Problem 
A great number of bible scholars and teachers tell us that the proper way to understand the bible is 
through consistent literal interpretation. This is expressed as The Law of Literal Interpretation. This law 
says: 

Always interpret scripture literally wherever possible. 

"If the literal sense makes sense, seek no other sense." 


Now what's most unusual about this is that there is never any scriptural justification offered for 
adopting this principle. You will find many reasons offered, and all of them sound logical, but no bible 
verses. It’s not so much what they are telling us to do, but what this law is telling us not to do? It’s telling 
us not to seek; seek no other sense. That is not to seek any further than the literal meaning of 
scripture. But what does the bible say? It says just the opposite. It tells us to seek, long, hard and 
diligently. We must seek after wisdom with a passion. 


Scriptures on Seeking 
Pr 2:1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 
2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 
3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 
5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 


Mt 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you: 


Lu 11:9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. 
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Ps 27:4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will | seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire 
in his temple. 


Isa 45:11 Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to 
come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. 


Jer 33:3 Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not. 


Pr 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 


The Key of Knowledge 

It's a simple matter to under stand what all these scriptures are getting at. We could write several 
more pages analyzing these verses, but it’s pretty plain what they mean. The Key of Knowledge is 
to seek for it. But here we are being told by supposed experts not to seek after wisdom and 
knowledge. And this is exactly how the Law of literal interpretation takes away the Key of Knowledge, 
by teaching us not to seek for it. So the ‘lawyers’ who teach literalism today are just like the ones in 
Jesus’ day. They don’t acquire any knowledge themselves, and they hinder those who would. 


That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the 
full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ; 

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Colossians 2:2-3 


Hidden in Christ [who is the Word of God] are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. This means 
deep revelation, rich understanding and mature insight await those who seek into the Word after it. 
The Bible says to seek after it. Literalism says ‘don’t bother looking’, the literal meaning is all there is. 


1Co 8:2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought 
to know. 


So keep on seeking. 
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The Mustard Gardens Of Babylon 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it 
up before the LORD. 1 Samuel 10:25 


Our title is a takeoff from the noted Hanging Gardens of Babylon, one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world. We are going to look at the teaching on the mustard seed in the Gospel of Matthew and 
note some comparisons with the origin of Babylon. 


In Matthew 13, the Lord is teaching about the Kingdom of God or Kingdom of Heaven in a series of 
parables. The first one is the famous parable of the sower, found in verses 3 to 23. 


Matthew 13:3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower 
went forth to sow; 


Now in verse 4 we read this. 


Matthew 13:4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and 
devoured them up: 


And the explanation is given in verse 19, showing that the fowls represent the wicked one. Similar 
teachings are found in the other gospels. In Mark 4:15 he is identified as Satan and in Luke 8:12 as 
the Devil. 


Matthew 13:19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, 
then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he 
which received seed by the way Side. 


Farther along, we find the parable of the mustard seed. 


Matthew 13:31-32 

31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain 
of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, 
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 


There are a couple odd features about the Kingdom as Mustard Tree parable. One is that mustard 
grows along the ground. Here is some info about mustard | found on the internet. 


Mustard Growth Characteristics 
Mustard seedlings emerge rapidly but tend to grow slowly after emergence. Under favorable 
moisture and temperature conditions, the ground will be covered in four or five weeks. 


Five weeks after emergence, the plant will begin to bud. At this stage, the crop will appear 
rather uneven. A week to 10 days later the plant will develop into full yellow bloom and the stand 
will appear more even. Good moisture supplies favor a long blossoming period, and longer 
blooming periods result in higher yield potential. Full-grown plants vary in height from 30 to 45 
inches, depending on type, variety and environmental conditions. 


Author: Theresa Golz, market research specialist, 
NDSU Institute for Business and Industry Development 
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/alt-ag/mustard.htm 


So if mustard grows mainly along the ground, and only fully mature plants become bushes, 45 inches 
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tall at the max, it’s odd to see it described as a great tree. And the second odd feature is that the 
fowls of the air nesting in this tree were just previously identified as the devil in the parable of the 
sower! This is not such a favorable picture now it it? So how is it that the kingdom of heaven becomes 
a hangout for the devil? 


One answer that has been proposed is that the mustard plant is a model of the church. In this view, the 
church is intended to spread throughout all the world, just as the mustard plant is to spread out along 
the ground. But when the church becomes corrupted or backslidden it takes on a vertical structure. 
This is a perversion of the intended growth pattern of the church. Instead of spreading out from house 
to house, as in Acts 4 it begins to follow the way of the world. 


Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 


So the mustard seed parable is not meant as a definition of the kingdom but a description of what 
can and does happen as the kingdom is coming into being. This can be seen in the story of the wheat 
and tares as well. A man sowed seed, but the enemy came along and sowed tares. 


As for a definition of the Kingdom, | tend to think of it in terms of the Disciples Prayer, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done. This would mean, that where the Father's will is done, the kingdom has come. 
Or The Kingdom of God is wherever God is King. Also from John 3 you can see that entering the 
Kingdom requires being led by the Spirit. 


The Origins Of Religion are found in Babylon 

Now lets compare this to the origins of Babylon. After the flood, the Lord commanded the people to 
go forth and replenish the earth. His intent was for the tribes that would be descended from Noah to 
spread over the face of the earth. 


Genesis 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth. 


In Genesis 11 we see that the people had another idea, one contrary to the Lord’s wishes. 


Genesis 11:1-4 

1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar; and they dwelt there. 

3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they 
had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 

4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; 
and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 


Instead of scattering over the whole earth, they wanted to stop and build a city, and a tower that might 
reach unto heaven. This is the essence of religion, man’s efforts to reach heaven by his own efforts. It 
required that they establish an organization with a vertical structure, a hierarchy. The urge to make a 
name for themselves is the essence of denominationalism. That is the tendency to form 
denominations. Here is a good definition. 


Denomination noun 

1.A large group of religious congregations united under a common faith and name and 
organized under a single administrative and legal hierarchy. 

2.One of a series of kinds, values, or sizes, as in a system of currency or weights. 

3.A name or designation, especially for a class or group. 

It comes from the word denominate, which means to give a name to; designate. This comes 
from the Latin nomen, which means name).] Excerpted from The American Heritage 
Dictionary of the English Language 


The Lord’s reaction to this is to introduce a confusion factor to frustrate mans efforts here. 
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Genesis 11:7-9 

7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand 
one another's speech. 

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they 
left off to build the city. 

9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the 
language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face 
of all the earth. 


Here are a couple more definitions. 


Babel, [Strong’s: H894] 

537 

babel 

baw-bel' 

From H1101; confusion; Babel (that is, Babylon), including Babylonia and the Babylonian 
empire: - Babel, Babylon. [Strong’s] 


Babylon 
The Greek form of BABEL; Semitic form Babilu, meaning “The Gate of God.” In the Assyrian 
tablets it means “The city of the dispersion of the tribes.” [Easton’s Bible Dictionary] 


So you can see that Babel, which originally meant the Gate of God, came to mean confusion. This is 
saying that man’s efforts to reach God by his own effort, which is self-righteousness, only leads to 
confusion. [This applies to any religion or ideology, not just the Judeo-Christians.] So while God had 
directed the people one way, an enemy came and brought in the spirit of religion. 


The Parallel 

This forms quite an interesting parallel with the mustard seed parable. When mustard is growing 
across the ground as it does normally, you can’t tell wnen one plant stops and the next one begins. 
They all look the same. But if you have a mustard tree here and there, they are clearly different and 
distinct. So it is in the history of the church. Once it stopped spreading over the earth, from house to 
house, denominations were formed. And these denominations had many differences even wars 
among themselves. 


Another feature of the mustard seed parable is that the fowls built nests in the tree branches. This 
speaks of demonic strongholds and doctrines of demons, or confusion, becoming mixed into the 
church teachings. 


The mustard seed parable then is a picture of the spirit of Babylon at work in the church. And the 
‘mustard tree’ has much in common with the ‘fig tree’, as a symbol of the law of sin and death which is 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
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To Provoke Them To Jealousy 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio, USA 


May 2007 


Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 


The phrase quoted in our title above comes from The Book of Romans. The them spoken of here are 
Israel, the Jews, unbelieving Jews. 


Romans 11:11-14 

11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 

13 For | speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as | am the apostle of the Gentiles, | magnify mine 
office: 

14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save 
some of them. 


| have long had a problem understanding the purpose of provoking them to jealousy. | really can’t recall 
any testimonies of people getting saved because they were provoked to jealousy. Neither does the 
present state of the church, for the most part, contain anything to make the Jews the least bit jealous. 


Most Jews today are atheists! Except for the ultra orthodox, they do not even believe in God, and do 
not consider the scriptures to be the Word of God. Rather for them, Judaism is a matter of culture and 
tradition. Even so, there are many being saved these days as the Spirit of God is drawing them to 
himself. The ultra orthodox have some advantage here as they actually do believe in the God of Israel 
and study his word believing it is truly divinely inspired. If secular Jews were taught their bible and 
read it for themselves, we might see many more come to the Lord. 


In her article State Of Affairs Rimona Frank discusses their attitude toward the bible, called in Hebrew 
The Tanach. 


Up until sometime in the 19t century, Jews by and large, in all of their places of dispersion, 
had been practicing (orthodox) Judaism. One fact which may be stated about Judaism's 
attitude toward the Tanach, is that it is only secondary to the "Oral Law", which is a compilation 
of commentaries on the Tanach with added rulings, laws, parables and stories that, in turn, are 
interpreted some more and supplemented by further rabbinical writings. Thus, this massive 
literary body is revered and taught in religious circles more than the Tanach, this being 
especially so since the explicit instructions contained therein are also useful vis a vis daily 
conduct, as well as religious practices. At the same time, these complex directives can exempt 
one from having to seek YHVH and His Spirit for guidance, and what's more they also demand 
expertise that only rabbinical authorities can render. This makes the orthodox person 
dependent on rabbis and teachers more than on the Holy One Blessed Be He. For many 
centuries this was basically what the Jewish nation relied on, as do religious Jews all over 
today. The Tanach gets their attention mostly by way of the weekly reading of the Torah 
portions ("parasha" singular — "parashot" or "parshiot" - plural), and the short passages from 
the Prophets ("haftara" — singular, "haftarot" — plural), that are read in the synagogue. 
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So your typical Jew couldn’t care less what the Christian Church does or does not do. Yet we are 
often told that it’s the Church’s job to provoke the Jews to jealousy. Some have said that the church 
will not operate in her full apostolic calling till she is able to provoke the Jews to jealous. This seems to 
point to an end time context, naturally. It may be that only the end time church will be able to succeed in 
such provoking. Or that when the church comes into her end time anointing, that very fact will be 
enough to provoke the Jews to jealousy. Let’s look at this more closely. 


If the Lord’s ultimate aim is the salvation of natural Israel, what has jealousy got to do with it. It seems 
to me that the main issue is spiritual blindness. This is mentioned in the following passage. 


Romans 11:25-32 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when | shall take away their sins. 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, 
they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through 
their unbelief: 

31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy. 

32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 


This same blindness is seen in 2 Corinthians 3:12-17 where the Lord makes it clear that it has to do 
with not being able to understand the scriptures. 


2 Corinthians 3:12-17 

12 Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: 

13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not 
stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in 
the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 

16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 


In Luke we can find a perfect illustration of this blindness in action. 


Luke 18:31-34 

31 Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, 
and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be 
accomplished. 

32 For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully 
entreated, and spitted on: 

33 And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again. 
34 And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither 
knew they the things which were spoken. 
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Here the Lord is telling them plainly what is about to happen. They were not able to understand any of 
it because it was ‘hidden from them.’ This shows the Jews unable to understand the Word of God. 
And in this case the blindness was specific to a most crucial event; that Messiah would have to die. 1 
Corinthians 1:23 speaks of this blindness as a stumbling block. 


1 Corinthians 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness; 


In Luke 24 we see an illustration of blindness being removed, at least for the two men involved, as the 
Lord reveals to them how the scriptures spoke of him. 


Luke 24:25-27 

25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken: 

26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 

27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself. 


Here the Lord himself removes the blindness and teaches them the meaning of the scriptures. As long 
as the blindness remains, the scriptures remain a closed and sealed book. 


Now considering Romans 11:11 where it says through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
it's easy to jump to the conclusion that this blindness came upon the Jews after they rejected the 
Messiah and had him crucified. However the passage in Luke 18 illustrates blindness upon the Jews 
before the crucifixion. And the text goes on to make reference to prophecies given much earlier. They 
are in Psalms 69 and Isaiah 29 among other places. 


Psalms 69:21-28 

21 They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 

22 Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for their 
welfare, let it become a trap. 

23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to shake. 
24 Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. 

25 Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents. 

26 For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom 
thou hast wounded. 

27 Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not come into thy righteousness. 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous. 


Isaiah 29:10-12 

10 For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your 
eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. 

11 And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men 
deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, | pray thee: and he saith, | cannot; for it is 
sealed: 

12 And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, | pray thee: and he 
saith, | am not learned. 


There is even a passage from Moses that says the same thing. 


Deuteronomy 29:4 Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, 
and ears to hear, unto this day. 
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This blindness did not come because they rejected the Messiah, it came much earlier. It was there all 
along to ensure that they would reject the Messiah. We often lament the fact that they rejected the 
Messiah, but what would have happened if they had accepted him instead? 


Briefly they would not have crucified him, and the penalty for sin would not have been paid. There 
would be no fulfillment of Passover and no salvation for all mankind! So clearly, this is something that 
had to happen. 


In Micah 5 where the birthplace of Jesus is spoken of, the very next verse speaks of their fall. It is 
saying he will give them up. This will be till the end time, when All Israel will be saved. 


Micah 5:2-3 

2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting. 

3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: 
then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 


We see that word therefore in verse 3 above. This is telling us that God planed for Messiah to come 
forth out of Bethlehem. And that he would become the ruler of Israel. Therefore he had to give them up 
to spiritual blindness, or the plan would not work. But it is also saying that he gives them up, not 
permanently, but only till such and such a time. 


So it’s not quite correct to say that Israel’s acceptance of Jesus as her Messiah depends on her being 
provoked to jealousy by a predominantly gentile church. 

Israel’s acceptance of Jesus as her Messiah will come with the removing of the blindness, and that will 
come after the fulness of the Gentiles be come in [whatever that might mean]. 


We see this removing of the blindness prophesied in Zechariah 12. 


Zechariah 12:10 And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 


Removing the blindness causes all Israel to be saved. Provoking them to jealousy is an other matter. If 
you look at Romans 11:14, the word emulation is used. In the original Greek, the word is the same as 
that translated jealousy in verse 11. It can also be translated rivalry. Here it is again. 


Romans 11:11-14 

111 say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 

13 For | speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as | am the apostle of the Gentiles, | magnify mine 
office: 

14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save 
some of them. 


Now it seems to be saying here that salvation is come to the Gentiles to provoke them [Israel] to 
jealousy that he might save some of them. Removing the blindness has the effect of saving all of 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


them, as mentioned in verses 25 and 26. 


Now consider that the fall of Israel, which is the spiritual blindness, is to bring salvation to the Gentiles. 
This as we see is something that had to happen, and it’s mentioned way back in Deuteronomy. It had 
to happen because it’s purpose is to fulfill the Covenant the Lord made with Abraham in Genesis 12. 


Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And | will make of thee a great 
nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And | 
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families 
of the earth be blessed. Genesis 12:1-3 


We tend to focus on the part of the promise that Israel will have the land. The very land that is being 
fought over in the middle east these days. Joshua and the children of Israel entered the Promised 
Land by crossing over Jordan. Jordan speaks of death. God’s people will enter into the Kingdom of 
God by means of death to self. This should be our clue that the Promised Land is no less than the 
Kingdom of God. So in the promise made to Abraham, possessing the land, though important is 
only secondary. The most important part here is the very last clause: and in thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed. This is the promise that Salvation would come to the Gentiles. But not just the 
Gentiles but all nations, including Israel. 


This promise, is the promise of a new covenant and is called the gospel in Galatians 3:8 


And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. Galatians 3:8 


Now look at Romans 11:27 and 28. 


For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. As concerning the 
gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for 
the fathers' sakes. Romans 11:27-28 


Note that the words Covenant and Gospel are both used here. 


Also consider that the salvation here spoken of is that which is ready to be revealed in the last days as 
mentioned in Peter. 


Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 1 Peter 1:5 


And compare the language in Romans 11:11 with 11:14. one says Salvation provokes and the other 
says | provoke. And who is the chief Apostle to the Gentiles save the Lord himself? If we have an end 
time context here, then it can’t be strictly referring to Paul. He is just the scribe here. We are reading 
the words of Jesus. He will provoke some and He will save some, at the first. Then in the end, all Israel 
will be saved. 


To back up the idea that we have an end time context here, let’s look at the opening passage of 
Romans. 


Romans 1:1-8 
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 
2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 
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3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according 
to the flesh; 

4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: 

5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all 
nations, for his name: 

6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8 First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world. 


Note that the gospel is mentioned in verse one and that verse two tells us that the gospel is part of the 
promise to the fathers. That is the covenant. We can saw this spelled out in Galatians 3:8 quoted 
above. 


Then in verse 5 it mentions obedience. That is obedience to the faith among all nations, which include, 
according to verse 6 those whom this letter is addressed to, the called of Jesus Christ. Verse 7 says 
they are beloved by God and called to be saints. In verse 8 we see that their faith is spoke of through 
all the world. So we are looking at a people from the nations [Gentiles] who are obedient to the faith 
and have a world wide reputation for that faith. 


So who are these ‘Romans’? In other words who does this description given in Romans fit. Is it the 
early church, today’s church or the end time church? If you answer the early church, that is only 
because they are a type of the end time church. Today’s church seems to fit the description of the 
foolish Galatians. If you answer the end time church, you are starting to catch on. Certain passages of 
Romans only make sense when applied to the end time church. This means that they are still waiting 
to be fulfilled in the end times. So these Romans are Gentiles to whom Salvation has come. Jesus is 
Yeshua in Hebrew and Yeshua means Salvation! 


The Revelation of Jesus Christ is the salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. It can be 
seen in another form in Hosea 6. 


Hosea 6:1-3 

1 'Come, and let us return unto the LORD; for He hath torn, and He will heal us, He hath 
smitten, and He will bind us up. 

2 After two days will He revive us, on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live in His 
presence. 

3 And let us know, eagerly strive to know the LORD, His going forth is sure as the morning; 
and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain that watereth the earth.' 


Looking back to Romans 11:11 when it says salvation is come to the Gentiles, there is a double 
meaning. In the historical sense, it means that salvation is made possible for the Gentiles, through the 
fall of the Jews. This is because they rejected their Messiah and had him killed. This was God’s 
intention all along. 


In the end time sense, it means that Salvation, in the person of the Lord has actually come to the 
Gentiles in the form of the latter rain which is the last days outpouring of the spirit. Now this will be an 
event so awesome and great that it will provoke some them to jealousy and many of these will be 
saved. One reason is that it will be clear that the promise made to Abraham, the blessing of Psalm 
133, is being poured out on the Gentiles! And that the Lord’s covenant is being fulfilled for the 
Gentiles, not the Jews. Then they may well say: 
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'The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.' Jeremiah 8:20 
Yet the ultimate end of this all is still the removal of the blindness for the whole house of Israel. 


For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. O the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who 
hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto 


him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen. Romans 11:32-36 


Once the blindness is removed, Israel will be able to see and to truly behold: 


Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the 
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that 
went down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that 


descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even 
life for evermore. Psalms 133:1-3 
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Reading The Bible Between The Lines 
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Jeremiah 30:2 Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I 
have spoken unto thee in a book. 


September 2008 


As a young schoolboy, | was puzzled by our reading teacher telling us to learn to read between the 
lines. Being a true Genius, as | was at the time; | concluded this was mere nonsense since there 
clearly is nothing but empty space between the lines. So much for the ways of the literal minded. It 
would have helped if the reading teacher had presented some good examples of this. Perhaps old 
teach didn’t really have a clue either. 


What | want to do in this essay is present some examples of what the Lord has shown me about 
reading between the lines of the Holy Bible. Some of this has to do with multiple meanings, some with 
typology, and some related to hearing the voice of the author behind the pen of the scribe. 


So what does it mean to read between the lines, as the world understands it? Here are a couple 
citations from reference works. 


read between the lines 
To perceive or detect an obscure or unexpressed meaning 
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/read+between+the+tlines 


read between the lines 
to deduce something that is not made explicit (informal) 


Encarta® World English Dictionary © & (P) 1999,2000 Microsoft Corporation. All rights 
reserved. Developed for Microsoft by Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. 


interpret (verb) 


explain, clarify, account for, elucidate (formal), make clear, shed light on, illuminate; construe, 
understand, read, take, take to mean, infer, read between the lines, deduce; translate, decode, 
decipher, unravel, figure out 


Encarta® Thesaurus © 2000 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Developed for 
Microsoft by Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. 


Let me make it clear at the start that | follow the ‘dictation theory’ of biblical inspiration and inerrancy. 
This means that the bible was dictated by the Holy Spirit directly to the scribes, just like it says in the 
quote from Jeremiah above. There are many scriptures that support this view. The inerrancy part 
means that the written word in the original languages contains exactly what God intended it to contain. 
So if you think you have found an error, anomaly, or contradiction in the text of the bible, which you 
cannot resolve by comparing translations with the original text, then it is something God put there 
deliberately. And you can only resolve the issue by seeking Him for understanding. 


Blind Bartimaeus 
Here is a case where someone thought they found a contradiction. 


Mark 10:46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a 
great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side 
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begging. 


Luke 18:35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man 
sat by the way side begging: 


There is a story told by a well known healing evangelist about a minister who thought these two verses 
above revealed a contradiction in the bible. In Mark, Bartimaeus cries out to Jesus as he is leaving 
Jericho, but in Luke he cries out to Jesus as he is coming into Jericho. This minister, according to the 
story was so crushed by finding what he thought was a contradiction, that he left the ministry and 
backslid. The evangelist relating this commented that if he had sought the Holy Spirit about the matter 
he would have learned that Bartimaeus cried out to Jesus the entire time he was passing through 
Jericho, from one end to the other. Bartimaeus was persistent in prayer and Jesus healed him. The 
two verses are not contradictory at all. 


Reading Between The Lines Shows Authorship 
Let’s look at the opening of The Gospel of Luke for one illustration. 


Luke 1:1-4 

1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things 
which are most surely believed among us, 

2 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and 
ministers of the word; 

3 It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very 
first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 

4 That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 


| want to focus on verse 3 here and see what lessons there may be. 


Several dictionaries | checked tell me that Theophilus means friend of God, one says the name 
means loved of God. All of the dictionaries and commentaries view the word as a proper noun or 
name of an individual, in part because of the phrase most excellent is understood to be addressing 
someone of rank or status. Theo here means God and philus is related to phileo meaning love. We 
have similar words in English derived from Greek such as Francophile which means lover of France 
or the French. Philosophy means love of knowledge, which is Sophia in Greek. The name could 
easily mean lover of God as well as loved by God. So another possible interpretation, reading 
between the lines is that the writer is addressing the reader as most excellent lover of God. 


Take a look at the language in the first part of verse 3. The writer describes himself as having had 
perfect understanding of all things from the very first. Look at this literally. Is Luke here claiming to 
have perfect understanding? Is this understanding of all things? Does it go back to the very first? Is 
this literal or is this an example of exaggeration? The term for that is hyperbole. That’s where we get 
our word hype. It can’t be literal unless this writer is the Holy Spirit speaking to us through Luke, the 
human vessel he is using to convey his truth. 


In verse 2 the writer describes themselves as one whom from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and 
ministers of the word. Is this a description of Luke or of the Holy Spirit? Was Luke a minister of the 
word from the very beginning? | don’t think so. 

If you can see that this is the Holy Spirit speaking here, then you will realize that this is one example of 
the Spirit reassuring us that He is the Author. 


Acts Of The Apostles 
Let’s look now at how Luke opens the Book of Acts. 


Acts 1:1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do 
and teach, 
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Once again our pal Theophilus is mentioned, the lover of God. Focus on the phrase the former 
treatise. The natural or literal interpretation of this is that Luke is speaking of the first book attributed to 
him, The Gospel According to Luke. The spiritual interpretation is that the Holy Spirit is speaking of 
the first book attributed to HIM, the Old Testament. By the Spirit you can see Jesus all through the Old 
Testament and all that he began to do and teach is written there. Is he not called The Word Of God? 
And once again the Holy Spirit is showing himself the Author of the Word. 


Tertius 
Romans 16:22 | Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. 


Here again in Romans, you can see the Holy Spirit identifying himself as the author of the scripture. 
The clue is that Tertius means third. Literally it speaks of a Roman custom of naming children first, 
second, third, fourth etc. Spiritually it speaks of the Third Person in the trinity, the Holy Spirit. 


Tychicus 


Now this example gets a little deeper. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is depicted as far more than just 
authorship of the scriptures. 


Ephesians 6:21-24 

21 But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and 
faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things: 

22 Whom | have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, and that 
he might comfort your hearts. 

23 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. <To the 
Ephesians written from Rome, by Tychicus.> 


At the end of verse 24, we read: To the Ephesians written from Rome, by Tychicus. The name means 
fateful, or fortunate, or chance or by chance. This is set off as a footnote in the King James Version. 
Other translations omit it altogether. What makes this fellow special is that he is mentioned in the text 
and having certain characteristics and certain tasks to do. 


Tychicus is said to be a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord. 
He is assigned to make all things known to the Ephesians 
And he is to comfort their hearts. 


So here is a picture of the Ministry of the Holy Spirit. First note in verse 24, the use of three words to 
describe our savior. When you see the words Lord Jesus Christ it speaks of the trinity. The 
description of Tychicus as a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord is easy to discern one 
member of the trinity speaking about another. The idea that he is make all things known and to be a 
comforter is clearly the function of the Holy Spirit. 


John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the Father, even 
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 


John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
shew you things to come. 


What we are showing here is the character Tychicus is used as a type of the Holy Spirit, and said to 
be not only a writer of scripture; but sent by God to be a minister, teacher and comforter. There are 
also end time implications to his ministry and his ministry. Tychicus sent by Paul to the Ephesians 
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relates to the unity of the faith that the Ephesians are coming into. This has a parallel to the Holy Spirit 
being poured out in the end times to bring the Church into a unity of the faith. 


Tychicus is also mentioned in Colossians 4 in a similar manner. 


Colossians 4:7-9 

7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful 
minister and fellowservant in the Lord: 

8 Whom | have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he might know your estate, and 
comfort your hearts; 

9 With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They shall make known 
unto you all things which are done here. 


The chapter concludes with this note: <Written from Rome to Colossians by Tychicus and 
Onesimus.> if you have a King James Translation. 


Timotheus 


The name Timotheus means honor of God; valued of God. Here in this verse from First 
Thessalonians Timothy is sent as a comforter and he is described as a brother, minister and 
fellowlabourer. This is just what Tychicus is doing in the other places we have quoted from. 


1 Thessalonians 3:2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our 
fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your 
faith: 


The following quotes from Philippians and First Corinthians show Timothy performing similar 
functions. But there is an added factor involved also. 


Philippians 2:19-24 

19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that | also may be of 
good comfort, when | know your state. 

20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. 

21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's. 

22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the 
gospel. 

23 Him therefore | hope to send presently, so soon as | shall see how it will go with me. 

24 But | trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly. 


1 Corinthians 4:17-21 

17 For this cause have | sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the 
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as | teach every 
where in every church. 

18 Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you. 

19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them 
which are puffed up, but the power. 

20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 

21 What will ye? shall | come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness? 


Here is the added factor. In both these passages the natural interpretation is that Paul is sending 
Timothy and that he [Paul] will follow shortly after. The Spiritual reading is that Jesus is sending the 
Holy Spirit first, after which he will come himself. So there are end time connotations to all this. In fact 
it's a direct parallel with Joel’s prophecy that Peter quotes in Acts 2. First comes the Spirit, then the 
Day of the Lord, or Second Coming of Jesus. 
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Acts 2:17-20 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 

19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, 
and vapour of smoke: 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and 
notable day of the Lord come: 


Titus 

So war we have looked at Theophilus, Tertius, Tychicus, Timotheus and now Titus. All these names 
starting with T makes them God’s T-Men. The name Titus means pleasing or honorable. He plays his 
greatest part in Second Corinthians. Notice how he is described in these passages. 


2 Corinthians 8:6-7 

6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the 
same grace also. 

7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 


2 Corinthians 8:23 Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper 
concerning you: or our brethren be enquired of, they are the messengers of the churches, 
and the glory of Christ. 


Now Titus’ most important role is seen here in chapter 7 where it mentions the effect that the Coming 
Of Titus has on the Corinthian church. Recall how the first epistle to the Corinthians mentions all the 
contention, division, sin and corruption in that church. Now with the coming of Titus all that changes. 


2 Corinthians 7:6-11 

6 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of 
Titus; 

7 And not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, 
when he told us your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that | 
rejoiced the more. 

8 For though | made you sorry with a letter, | do not repent, though I did repent: for | perceive 
that the same epistle [First Corinthians] hath made you sorry, though it were but for a 
season. 

9 Now | rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were 
made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. 

10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death. 

11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 
wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, 
what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved 
yourselves to be clear in this matter. 


Here we are looking at the coming of the Holy Spirit typified by Titus as a factor in producing 
repentance. John 16 mentions the role of the Holy Ghost in revealing of sin. 


John 16:7-8 

7 Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that | go away: for if | go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you. 

8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


judgment: 


And now notice in verse 10 and 11 how this godly sorrow with the coming of Titus works an awesome 
transformation in the Corinthians. As Titus plays the part of the Holy Spirit, his coming is a picture of 
revival or redemption. There is sorrow because of judgment, then fear of the Lord and then great 
rejoicing to the point where it is said in all things ye have approved yourselves. Sorrow brings 
repentance, repentance brings getting right with God. That is the righteousness of the Kingdom. And 
the Kingdom of God brings righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. What we are looking at 
here folks is a picture of the End Time Revival that brings in the Kingdom of God. 


Natural and Spiritual voices. 
Lets look at another element of reading between the lines. That is comparing the natural voice 
speaking as the scribe of the word and the spiritual voice of the Lord as the author. 


2 Corinthians 1:8-10 

8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that 
we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: 

9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but 
in God which raiseth the dead: 

10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet 
deliver us; 


Here the natural voice is that of Paul talking about his troubles. But consider this. These words would 
be just as true if they were spoken directly by Jesus himself. You just have to remember that 
Jerusalem in Israel is located in Asia. It was there that Jesus gave up his life. He was under a 
sentence of death, but He trusted in God for his resurrection. So the spiritual voice here is that of 
Jesus speaking of his death and resurrection. 


The same can be said of this verse from Phillipians. 


Philippians 1:12 But | would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened 
unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; 


Here the natural reading is speaking of Paul’s sufferings leading an increase of preaching the good 
news. The spiritual reading is Jesus telling us that what happened to him was really good news. We 
commonly think of His crucifixion and death as a great injustice. And we lament that the Jews missed 
their time of visitation. But do we forget that the Jews were supposed to miss their visitation? If they 
had not been blinded and unable to see their messiah in Jesus, then they would have seen their 
visitation as from the Lord. And embraced him as King. 


But then there would have been no crucifixion, and no penalty paid for sin, and no salvation available 
to anyone! That would have been the greater tragedy. So he is saying don’t be upset by what 
happened to him, it was meant to be for the redemption of all of us. It is wnat made the good news 
possible. If the Jews had not been blinded, there would be no good news to preach. 


The Lord Speaks Of His Return. 
We quoted these next two verses earlier. In both of these the spiritual voice is that of the Lord Jesus 
speaking directly to the reader. 


Philippians 2:24 But | trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly. 


1 Corinthians 4:19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the 
speech of them which are puffed up, but the power. 


Here are several more that exhibit the same feature. 
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3 John 1:14 But! trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be 
to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name. 


Romans 1:9-11 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without 
ceasing | make mention of you always in my prayers; 

10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by 
the will of God to come unto you. 

11 For Ilong to see you, that | may impart unto you some Spiritual gift, to the end ye may 
be established; 


Romans 15:24-25 

24 Whensoever | take my journey into Spain, | will come to you: for | trust to see you in my 
journey, and to be brought on my way thitherward by you, if first | be somewhat filled with your 
company. 

25 But now | go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 


Romans 15:29 And I am sure that, when | come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ. 


In all of these Jesus is concerned with his Second Coming. What could be more important? 
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The Sacred Cows of Bible Study 


Bill Somers 


Lu 11:52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered 
not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered. 


Our Goal In This Essay. 

In this essay we are going to look at several so-called principles of Bible study which are commonly 
taught and widely accepted. We find that there is usually no scripture given whatsoever to support the 
adoption of these principles. In researching the sources of these teachings on the internet, we only 
found one case where the writer used scripture to help make his point, and in that case the scripture 
reference was incorrect. 


Let me repeat that for you because it’s very important. We are going to identify several widely taught 
and commonly accepted principles of Bible study for which there is simply no scriptural support 
offered. They are man made principles, the product of man’s wisdom. 


Secondly, to make things worse, The Bible consistently teaches the opposite of what these principles 
teach. For this reason we have used the phrase ‘sacred cow’ to describe these ideas. To clarify this 
term, here is a definition. 


Sacred Cow: Anything which has been protected regardless of circumstance. The term 
‘sacred cow’ has come to mean any stubborn loyalty to a long standing institution which 
impedes natural progress. The term originates in India where the cow is said to be literally 
worshipped while thousands of humans suffer from undernourishment. Adapted from "Cultural 
Literacy" by E. D. Hirsch, Jr. 


What are these principles? First and foremost [or worst and foremost] is Literalism. The Law of 
Literal Interpretation. Next is the Law of Context. Following that and to a lesser degree of severity 
are The Historical Approach, and the attempt to achieve Interpretive Unity or Systematic 
Theology. The root error behind all of these is the attempt to find and use a method to interpret God’s 
word rather than rely on the Holy Spirit. 


These all qualify as sacred cows. They are quite stubbornly adhered to. [Just read some of the 
literature and you will see what | mean.] They lead to wrong conclusions and prevent the student from 
reaching correct ones. We quoted Luke 11:52 above which mentions that the lawyers [alleged experts 
in the law] have taken away the ‘key of knowledge’. In Jesus’ day, these were the experts in the Law of 
Moses, the Torah, and the other scriptures. Today they are well known bible teachers, scholars, 
seminary professors and best selling writers. 

They do not arrive at or demonstrate any real knowledge themselves and they prevent others from 
doing so. The consequences of this can be dreadful. In Hosea 4 it says: 


Ho 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected 
knowledge, I will also reject thee, .... 


The quote from Luke above mentions the Key of Knowledge. Later we'll take a look at a couple 
examples of keys of knowledge and see exactly how they are taken away by following these 
principles. Now we will look at these four principles. As they are closely related and used to support 
each other, please understand that we may need to repeat ourselves at some point in our critique. 


Literalism 

In looking at literalism we are going to be presenting some quotes by various writers found on the 
internet which support this view. 

First of all, what is literalism and what is literal interpretation? Our dictionary tells us this:. 
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lit-er-al (lit'er-el) adjective 

1. Being in accordance with, conforming to, or upholding the exact or primary meaning of a 
word or words. 

2. Word for word; verbatim: a literal translation. 

3. Avoiding exaggeration, metaphor, or embellishment; factual; prosaic: a literal description; a 
literal mind. 


My summary of this is "sticking to the exact meaning and avoiding exaggeration, metaphor or 
embellishment". 


So the law of literal interpretation then says "Always interpret scripture sticking to the exact 
meaning and avoiding exaggeration, metaphor or embellishment wherever possible, and only if 
this fails are you to seek another way of interpretation." Note: this is not denying that there are other 
ways of interpreting scripture, nor does it deny that the bible uses exaggeration, metaphor and 
embellishment. All it does is tell us to avoid these things. 


Here is another version of the Law of Literal Interpretation. 
"If the literal sense makes sense, seek no other sense." Cooper P. Abrams 


This is the actual definition that literalists use. It entails avoiding exaggeration, etc. Literalists do in 
practice allow for metaphors and figures of speech. Where they often fail in practice is right at the root 
of their very own method, which is upholding the exact or primary meaning of a word. See Who's 
Taken and Who's Left Behind by Joe Ortiz. 


However literalists consider this principle to be of major importance. Is there any scripture offered to 
support this? No. But literalists offer many reasons. We'll look at a few of them here, for example. 


The Bible Is Meant To Be Taken Literally. 
Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. Now what does the Bible say? 


In Hosea 12, God outlines his methods of speaking to man. 


| have also spoken by the prophets, and | have multiplied visions, and used 
similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets. Hosea 12:10 


Let me point out here that the ministry of the prophets includes those who like Moses, Isaiah, Luke, 
John, etc. were the actual writers of the bible. So their writings are not just historical records i.e. literal, 
but God's way of speaking by similitude i.e. non-literal. To put it another way, God is telling us that the 
bible is primarily non-literal. 


Now even the historical parts are primarily non-literal. Look what it says here. 


Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 1 Corinthians 10:11 


To rephrase this, God is saying that the things that happened in the bible are recorded as examples 
for our learning. So the primary use of them is not to record what happened [literal] but to impart a 
lesson [spiritual]. 


Here he is discussing another ‘historical’ event, showing the non-literal interpretation. 


But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman 
was by promise. 

Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. Galatians 4:23-24 


He is letting us know that the histories recorded in the bible are meant as allegories [lessons and 
illustrations]. 


There are many cases where God presents a parable and then shows us how to interpret it. 
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Look at Jesus explaining the parable of the sower. 


And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, 
Mark 4:2 


And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all 
parables? 

The sower soweth the word. 

And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, 
Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 
And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have 
heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 

And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when 
affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 
And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, .... Mark 
4:13-18 


Here Jesus explains each element of the parable and shows their relationships. But he is also giving 
them a lesson in bible interpretation. Note that he says And he said unto them, Know ye not this 
parable? and how then will ye know all parables? This is to say, the way that you interpret this parable 
is the way to interpret parables in general. This applies to the whole bible. 


The bible is full of religious laws and rituals, all strictly literal, right? Well looking in Colossians and 
Hebrews we see there that these things are shadows, that is outlines or patterns. They are images 
and pictures pointing to something greater. 


Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 
Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. Col 2:16-17 


For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually 
make the comers thereunto perfect. Heb 10:1 


Another case of religious law with deeper meaning is covered in my article The Case of the Kosher 
Cheeseburger. 


One problem with this law of literal interpretation is that it leads people to think that all they need to 
understand the bible is a good set of dictionaries. In other words, you can understand most all of the 
bible without the help of the Holy Spirit. 


The bible comes right out and tells us that this will not work! 


But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 1Co 2:14 


Let's rephrase this verse. 


But the natural man [who interprets literally] receiveth not [cannot understand] the 
things of the Spirit of God: [the things written by the Spirit of God in the scriptures] for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. [because they are only understood spiritually.] 1 Co 2:14 


The Bible Is Written In Plain Simple Language That Is Easy To Understand. 

Here is another point literalists make. Here are a couple quotes that develop this idea. 
Clearly God did not give us His written word that it should be a source of confusion as to what 
He wanted to communicate to us. God gave us His word in written form whereby it would be 
available to all so that everyone could know His truth. Further He wrote it in such a way as to be 
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clear and not be complicated and misleading. Cooper P Abrams III 
Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. 


If God is the originator of language and if the chief purpose of originating it was to convey His 
message to humanity, then it must follow that He, being all wise and all loving, originated 
sufficient language to convey all that was in His heart to tell mankind . If language is the 
creation of God for the purpose of conveying His message, then a theist must view that 
language as sufficient in scope and normative in use to accomplish that purpose for which God 
originated it" (Ryrie, Dispensationalism), 81. 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. What does the Bible say? We could easily find many 
examples of very difficult passages in the Bible, but here is second Peter it comes right out and says 
that it contains things that are hard to understand. 


2Pe 3:16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some 
things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do 
also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 


These literalists insist that the Bible is written in plain simple language that is easy to understand. 
What does the Bible say? 


Few acknowledge this, however the Bible itself indicates that it is a Sealed Book. There are three 
references to sealed book(s) in the Old Testament. The most well known is that in Daniel. Here is part 
of it: 


Daniel 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, even to the time of the 
end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." 


We find two references in Isaiah on the same topic. 
Isaiah 8:16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 


Isaiah 29: 10 For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath 
closed your eyes; the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath He covered. 

11 And the vision of all has become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which 
men deliver to one that is learned, saying, "Read this, | pray thee"; and he saith, "I cannot, 
for it is sealed." 

12 And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, "Read this, | pray thee"; and 
he saith, "| am not learned." 


Later in the same chapter of Isaiah, the Lord speaks of a future day when things will be different. 


Isaiah 29:18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the 
blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness. 


Some writers claim that the book sealed is just the book of Daniel and do not see the connection 
between that reference and the others mentioned here. But the reference in Isaiah uses the words 
‘testimony’ and ‘law’. These words commonly refer to the Word of God. [See Psalm 119 for example.] 
The quote from Isaiah 29 says the people have no vision. And it's not just a case of not being able to 
read, the unlearned one can't read. It's a case of not being able to understand what is being read. The 
learned one cannot read it because it is sealed. That is he can tell you exactly what it says, but he has 
no idea what it really means! 


This speaks of the condition of the Church where we all have a good idea of what the bible says, but 
cannot come to any agreement about what it means! 


seal the law among my disciples 
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The book that is sealed is the Bible! The entire Bible, not just Daniel. 


There is one sense in which the Word is a Sealed book to the unbeliever. In that the natural man 
cannot understand the Word since things of the Spirit must be understood by the Spirit. That is with 
the Spirit of God to enable you to understand His Word. 


Yet these references are talking about God's people not being able to understand the Word. Here is 
an example form 2nd Corinthians: 


2 Corinthians 3: 

14 But their minds were blinded; and up until this day the same veil remaineth untaken away 
in the reading of the old testament, which veil is done away with in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their hearts. 

16 Nevertheless when they shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away. 


Notice this passage speaks of a veil blinding their minds. Yet there is a promise that the veil will be 
removed when they turn to the Lord. Let's not presume to think that this applies only to the old 
testament Hebrew people. It speaks just as surely to the church of today. 


Most Of The Law Refers Only To Israel 

This is the idea that the Mosaic Covenant represents God’s dealing with the nation of Israel. As such it 
is not directly applicable to us. 

Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. What does the Bible say? 


For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 

Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: ..... 1 
Corinthians 9:9-10 


Here God is making a direct application of elements of the Mosaic law. So when they say it only refers 
to Israel and we can ignore what does not apply to us, it’s clearly unscriptural. This type of thinking 
leads many to believe that they can safely ignore many portions of God’s word. But the Bible says all 
scripture is important. 


2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 


Allegory Avoids The Literal Meaning Of Scripture. 
Resorting to allegory to interpret the bible is a way of avoiding its literal meaning. 
[paraphrased] Robert Bradshaw 

Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. What does the Bible say? 


But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman 
was by promise. 

Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. Galatians 4:23-24 


Here the bible tells us that certain historical events are to be understood as allegories. But there is no 
attempt to deny the reality of the original events. Secondly one does not ‘resort’ to allegory. God 
reveals the allegory to the reader who seeks after Him, as He sees fit. 


Another Objection to Allegory 
The allegorizers believe that the Holy Spirit reveals to the serious student the things of the 
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Spirit, so that he may understand the mysterious secrets that are hidden beneath the surface of 
the words. If that be so, why does He reveal one thing to one man and something altogether 
contradictory to another? William A. Simpson 


Here the writer is denying the role of the Spirit in understanding the Bible. But is any proof offered? 
No. Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. And what does the Bible say? 


1Co 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 


Literalism brings out the author’s original intent. 
One writer, for example, interpreted the food laws of Deuteronomy 14:7 in the following way. 
The clean animal symbolizes a true Christian who is able to both chew the cud (=meditate on 
the Word) of God, the Bible) and be cloven-footed (=walk in the world while not being corrupted 
by it and in the Spirit at the same time). Such interpretations are no doubt ingenious, but have 
nothing to do with the author's original intent, which should always be our guide when 
interpreting the Bible. Robert Bradshaw 


Here the literalist critic presumes to know the author’s original intent. 


The great need today then in determining what the Bible really teaches is a correct and biblical 
method of interpretation. If the Bible is the Word of God and God's revelation to man, then 
surely God would not give us His revelation without a way to accurately discern what He meant. 
For God not to give us a way to interpret the Bible is to leave the interpretation of Scripture to 
human wisdom that is at best faulty. To have the interpretation of Scripture rest on man's 
wisdom is to have "flesh" interpreting that which is spiritual. Cooper P. Abrams 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. What does the Bible say? 


Ge 40:8 And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. 
And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, | pray 
you. 


1Co 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 


God did give us a way to understand the bible. Only it’s not found in methods or systems, nor any 
human wisdom. 


Literalism states that the text of the bible can have only one meaning. 
When the words of Scripture were penned they had only one meaning. We should search for 
that one meaning. To accept multiple interpretations for one scripture passage causes 
confusion. Scripture itself does not allow for multiple interpretations of a verse. Cooper P. 
Abrams. 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. What does the Bible say? Once again, look at 1 
Corinthians 9. 


For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 

Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: ..... 1 
Corinthians 9:9-10 


Could this be a case where the author's original intent was to allow for a double meaning? 
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Literalism brings out the good news of the gospel. 
The word gospel means good news. Under a literal method of interpretation, the news is 
always sublime for the believer, with no trace of dread. Under every other method, the hearer is 
always left with a web of fear stretched across the pit of the stomach. William A. Simpson 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. What does the Bible say? 


Php 2:12 J Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 
but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 


Pr 1:7 J The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 


Literalism brings out the Hope of the Christian. 
Invariably, under every other system of theology besides a literal interpretation there is a 
diminishing of the hope of the Christian. William A. Simpson 

Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. Neither is any other proof suggested. 


Literalism avoids subjective interpretation. 


Instead of superimposing a meaning on the biblical text, the objective interpreter 
seeks to discover the author's intended meaning (the only true meaning). One must 
recognize that what a passage means is fixed by the author and is not subject to alteration by 
readers. "Meaning" is determined by the author; it is discovered by readers. Our goal 
must be exegesis (drawing the meaning out of the text) and not eisogesis (superimposing a 
meaning onto the text). 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. We are expected to accept this reasoning without 
any proof. 


Literalism And Figurative Language. 

Literalism does recognize the extensive use of figurative language. It is quite comfortable when it 

comes to symbolism and figures of speech. 
So you see, a literal interpretation of Scripture recognizes symbols and figures of speech when 
presented by the author. But we understand them to have literal meanings based on their 
context, that is, the author's intention. Gary Nystrom 


Where literalism falls critically short is when it comes to dealing with typology. 


Typology 
"A type may be defined as an Old Testament person, event, or thing having historical reality 
and designed by God to prefigure (foreshadow) in a preparatory way a real person, event, or 
thing so designated in the New Testament and that corresponds to and fulfills (heightens) the 
type A type has a predictive or foreshadowing element to it. It looks ahead and anticipates and 
points to the antitype - the antitype is greater than and superior to the type" (Zuck, Basic Bible 
Interpretation) 176, 173). 
"In summary, a type must have at least these five elements: a notable resemblance or 
correspondence between the type and the antitype, historical reality in both the type and the 
antitype, a prefiguring or predictive foreshadowing of the antitype by the type, a heightening in 
which the antitype is greater than the type, and divine design" (Ibid), 175. 
Examples: 
Type: Floodwaters in Noah's day 
Antitype: Water Baptism (1 Peter 3:21) 
Type: Sabbath 
Antitype: The Christian's spiritual rest (Col. 2:17; Heb. 4:3,9, 11) 
Type: Sin Offerings 
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Antitype: Christ's death as an atonement for the sin (Lev. 5:14-6:7; Heb. 10:12) Todd Swift 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. These ‘rules of typology’ are strictly man’s invention. 
What does the Bible say? Well the bible speaks of similitudes, types, shadows, figures and 
allegories. But nowhere does it define these things or restrict their use. 


The Key Failure of Literalism 

Figures of speech are easy to recognize, symbols are harder. Types and allegories are not obvious in 
the least. So if we are following the rule of literalism, we are never going to find out types or 
allegories. This is simply because when types and allegories are used, the literal sense makes sense. 
And we are told in this case to seek no farther! Figures of speech can be spotted easily. Types and 
allegories must be revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. Once this is done, they can be analyzed and 
lessons drawn from them. But if you never seek them, you just won't get it. And thereby you will miss 
out on much of what the bible has to say, because, as we read in Hosea 12 above, He speaks to us in 
similitudes or typology. So we may consider typology to be a key of knowledge since it leads to 
greater understanding of what God is saying. By eliminating or de-emphasizing typology, literalism 
takes away one of the Keys of Knowledge. 


Now that’s enough examples of reasons offered for literalism. The main problem is literalism itself. 
Let’s look back at the basic rule of literalism and see how well it holds up. 


Literalism Is The Problem 
A great number of bible scholars and teachers continually tell us that the proper way to understand the 
bible is through consistent literal interpretation. To restate it, this Law of Literal Interpretation says: 
Always interpret scripture literally wherever possible. 
"If the literal sense makes sense, seek no other sense." 


Once again we find that there is never any scriptural justification offered for adopting this principle. We 
have found many reasons offered which sound logical and proper, but nothing in the Bible that tells us 
this is the way to proceed. This is a case of what can happen when we rely on man’s wisdom. 


It's not so much what they are telling us to do, but what this law is telling us not to do? It’s telling us not 

to seek; seek no other sense. That is not to seek any further than the literal meaning of scripture. But 
what does the bible say? It says just the opposite. It tells us to seek, long, hard and diligently. We must 
seek after wisdom with a passion. And what's more it tells us this in many places all through scripture. 


Scriptures on Seeking 


Pr 2:1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 

6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 


Mt 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you: 


Lu 11:9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. 


Ps 27:4 One thing have | desired of the LORD, that will | seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire 
in his temple. 


Isa 45:11 Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to 
come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Jer 33:3 Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not. 


Pr 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 


Proverbs 3:5 is especially telling. Here God is warning us about depending on man’s wisdom, which 
he depicts as thine own understanding. 


The Key of Knowledge 

It's a simple matter to under stand what all these scriptures are getting at. The Key of Knowledge is 
to seek for it. But we are being told by supposed experts not to seek after wisdom and knowledge, 
especially in typology. This is exactly how the Law of literal interpretation takes away the Key of 
Knowledge, by teaching us not to seek for it. As we read in Luke earlier: 


Lu 11:52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered 
not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered. 


So the ‘lawyers’ who teach literalism today are just like the ones in Jesus’ day. They don’t acquire any 
knowledge themselves, and they hinder those who would. 
Now consider this quote from Colossians. 


That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the 
full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ; 

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Colossians 2:2-3 


It’s telling us that hidden in Christ [who is the Word of God] are all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. This means deep revelation, rich understanding and mature insight await those who seek 
into the Word after it. 

The Bible says to seek after it. 

Literalism says ‘don’t bother looking’. 

The literal meaning is all there is. This failure of literalism is starting to become very obvious. 


Now look here at what it says in 1 Corinthians 8: 


1Co 8:2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought 
to know. 


We could easily rephrase this, without loosing any meaning, as follows. 


If any man thinks he knows anything about the bible, by understanding the literal meaning, he knows 
nothing yet as he should. And nothing compared to what he could still learn from the Holy Spirit. 


So it’s up to us to keep on seeking. 


The Law Of Context 

Another sacred cow is the law of context. People are quick to jump on you when you quote something 
out of context, usually if they disagree with the point you are making. Sure scripture can be 
misinterpreted by taking it out of context. But we see this taken to extremes with the implication that 
any verse taken out of context is an attempt to twist the scripture. 


The rule of CONTEXT: The meaning must be gathered from the context. Every word you read 
must be understood in the light of the words that come before and after it. ... Seeking the 
biblical author's intended meaning necessitates interpreting Bible verses in context. Every 
word in the Bible is part of a verse, and every verse is part of a paragraph, and every 
paragraph is part of a book, and every book is part of the whole of Scripture. No verse of 
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Scripture can be divorced from the verses around it. Interpreting a verse apart from its context 
is like trying to analyze a Rembrandt painting by looking at only a single square inch of the 
painting. The context is absolutely critical to properly interpreting Bible verses. Ron Rhodes 


This writer tells us “No verse of Scripture can be divorced from the verses around it.” |s there any 
scripture offered to support this? No. How does the Bible deal with verses out of context? 


Taking verses of scripture out of context is exactly what the New Testament writers do when quoting 
the Old Testament scriptures. We have seen it mentioned that the New testament quotes the Old 
testament over a thousand times. How many of those quotes consider the context? Few if any do. 
Furthermore in the cases where they do indicate the context it is only to indicate which writer they are 
quoting. 


In the gospels, when Jesus was confronted by scripture quoting opponents, including the Devil, did he 
ever rebuke them for taking verses out of context? No that was never an issue. [In John 8:5 there was 
a problem with Pharisees misquoting scripture however. See my article Mighty In Battle. ] 


So we see context was not an important issue for Jesus or for the New Testament writers. Why is 
this? Do we have cases where Mathew or Paul is quoting Moses or Isaiah out of context? Or do we 
have cases where God is quoting himself, and the context does not matter because it’s still the word 
of God? We even have cases where God quotes himself out of context and does so in a way that 
deliberately changes the meaning, thereby breaking the law of context! Compare these verses. 


Ho 11:1 When Israel was a child, then | loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. 


Mt 2:15 And [Jesus] was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 


Context is important in studying scripture, but not always necessary. Taking things out of context is not 
automatically wrong. 


Historical School Of Interpretation 
This approach majors on the social, linguistic, religious and political setting of the various books, 
treating them as history and or literature. 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. What does the Bible say? 


Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 1 Corinthians 10:11 


To rephrase this, God is saying that the things that happened in the bible are recorded as examples 
for our learning. They are not intended primarily as history or sociology or literature. They are to teach 
us spiritual lessons. 


To repeat what we said earlier, even the historical parts are primarily non-literal. 
Another exponent of the historical school has this to say: 


Only by objective methodology can we bridge the gap between our minds and the minds of the 
biblical writers. Indeed, our method of interpreting Scripture is valid or invalid to the extent that 
it really unfolds the meaning a statement had for the author and the first hearers or readers. 
Ron Rhodes 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. The Bible says: 


Mt 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes. 
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This historical approach involves a basic failure to understand the nature of inspiration. On one hand 
these writers acknowledge that scripture is God inspired, then on the other hand, they try and figure 
out what the writer meant as if the scripture were the work of the writer. 


We have here a failure to understand what God inspired means. They seem to think that God inspires 
a writer by giving him an idea and then letting him express it in his own words. Actually God gives all 
the words himself. All the writer does is write what God tells him. His character, opinions, and 
personality have no bearing. He’s just the messenger. God gives the message, and God is the 
message! 


Here is an example from Jeremiah, where God shows us exactly how it works. The text is concerning 
where Jeremiah has been dictating to Baruch the words of the Lord. Jeremiah is a type of the Holy 
Spirit who inspires the writer, Baruch, to record his words. The issue is how did the words come to be 
written. 


Jer 36:17 And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at 
his mouth? 

18 Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, 
and I wrote them with ink in the book. 


And this is how it works. Baruch is just a writer. He does nothing more than record the words. So his 
attitude, intention and opinion have nothing to do with what he writes. His social background, historical 
setting or linguistic patterns are only of minor interest. 


It's the same with any writer of the biblical books. They are just recording what God tells them to write. 
Seeking Jeremiah’s original intention makes no more sense that asking your computer the meaning 
of some document you downloaded. Or if you print a file off the internet, and are puzzled about some 
part of it, do you ask your inkjet printer what he had in mind? And if you really like what the file says, do 
you give the inkjet printer a pat on the back for doing a good job? 


We don't refer to the Bible as the word of Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Isaiah, Ezra, Ezekiel, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Jonah, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, and others. We 
Call it the Word of God. Let’s not forget that. 


Systematic Theology 

The quest for Systematic Theology follows right along after the Historical Approach. It is where 
scholars make their goal an attempt to explain the entire bible, a piece at a time and bring all of the 
elements into interpretative unity. 


Consider this quote. 


As students our task is to ascertain the meaning of Scripture by seeing each statement within 
its original social, linguistic, religious and political setting. We must then consider all other 
statements on the same subject, thus bringing all Scripture into an interpretive unity. And it 
will not matter whether we study the end times from Mathew 24, Ezekiel, Daniel or Revelation. If 
we understand any one of them correctly, all the others will tell the same story, although 

perhaps from a slightly different perspective. Ted Noel 


Is there any scripture offered to support this? No. The Bible says: 

Romans 11:33 ... how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
Here he is looking to ascertain the meaning of Scripture by academic methods, and bring it into 
interpretive unity. His final sentence here mentions correct understanding. The problem is the 


assumption that one can fully ascertain the meaning of scripture, and that once we understand a part 
correctly the others will fall into place. So eventually it’s possible to have a unified interpretation of the 
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whole bible. All we have to do is figure out what each piece means and fit them together. There are at 
least two problems with this. One it assumes that the meaning of scripture can be found on the basis 
of study, without taking into account the guidance of the Spirit. See my articles The Dispute and Why 
You Can Never Agree for more on this topic. 


Next it assumes that the scripture is two dimensional. Like the jigsaw puzzle analogy, just find where 
each belongs and soon you will have it all figured out. Truth is that there are multiple levels of meaning 
in God’s word. It’s not two dimensional at all. There are multiple meanings, multiple correct 
interpretations, and multiple fulfillments in lots of cases. Also look back at where he quotes Isaiah. 


Isa 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? 
them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little: KJV 


Verse 9 tells us that He teaches doctrine and gives understanding. It does not come from our own 
efforts. And that he does this to those that are mature in the word, not babes. Verse 10 uses upon or 
on depending on the translation to show a method of learning. It suggest the idea of building or 
stacking things here and there. This goes against the image of the jigsaw puzzle, picturing things in 
three dimensions. When there are multiple meanings, then each revelation one receives can become 
the foundation for a new revelation. Each one building on the previous, yielding higher levels of 
understanding that could not be had directly. With the literal and historic approaches, there can be 
only one level of meaning. These approaches will never get you into the deeper things of the word. 


Scripture Must Be Revealed To Us By God. 
Let's take a look at this example. 


Mt 16:15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 


Ask yourself here about the method old Simon Peter uses in this passage. Did Jesus commend him 
for coming up with the right answer by saying Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for thou hast used 
the time tested literal hermeneutic? Or is it rather that Simon did not use any method at all. Simon 
Peter simply received a revelation. 


Now here’s another interesting example. 


2Ti 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 


Here it says scripture is given by inspiration. But it does not say who is given to. | believe we 
commonly assume it is given to the writer who records God’s word under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. Verse 16 is however vague on this point, and deliberately so for this reason. It allows the 
possibility of a second meaning, an intentional double meaning. That is this: scripture is given by 
inspiration to the reader or listener. Verse 15 mentions that it is able to make one wise through faith. 
We know that faith comes by hearing the word of God. This is where the reader receives the word by 
inspiration. The word will only profit us when mixed with faith. Knowing the scriptures is one thing but 
hearing them with the spiritual ears of faith is revelation. 


Here are some examples of cases were people clearly heard the word of God, and understood the 
literal meaning but at the same time were absolutely clueless as to what it all meant. 


Mark 9:32 But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask Him. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Luke 2:50 And they understood not the saying which He spoke unto them. 


Luke 9:45 But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they 
perceived it not; and they were afraid to ask Him about that saying. 


Luke 18:34 And they understood none of these things; and this saying was hidden from 
them, neither knew they the things which were spoken. 


John 10:6 This parable Jesus spoke unto them, but they understood not the things of 
which He spoke unto them. 


John 16: 

16 "A little while, and ye shall not see Me; and again a little while, and ye shall see Me, 
because | go to the Father." 

17 Then said some of His disciples among themselves, "What is this that He saith unto us, 
‘A little while, and ye shall not see Me; and again a little while, and ye shall see Me,’ and, 
‘because | go to the Father'?" 

18 They said therefore, "What is this that He saith, `A little while’? We cannot tell what He 
saith." 


They too knew their scriptures, and heard Jesus' words for themselves, yet could not come to any 
agreement on the meaning. Yet for them, there came a day when Jesus opened their understanding 
and explained the scriptures. 


Lu 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which | spake unto you, while | was yet 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 


That day is coming for us, and soon. 


God Reveals His Word 
God Reveals His Word To Those Who Fear Him And Are Willing To Do His Will. 


Ps 25:12 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall 
choose. 


Joh 7:15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never 
learned? 

16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 

17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether | speak of myself. 


Summary 


The Law Of Literalism says you can discover the meaning of scripture by sticking to the root literal 
meaning, but the scripture says the letter kills. It is the doling out of death. 


Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of 
the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that 
the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his 
countenance; which glory was to be done away: (2 Corinthians 3:6-7) 


Depending strictly on the letter of the law then becomes a covenant with death. The Spirit gives the 
Word and it’s the Spirit that must give it life. 
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The Law of Context says the meaning must be gathered from the context but the scripture says 
Spiritual things are Spiritually discerned. 


1Co 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 


The Law Of Historical Research says you can discover the meaning of scripture by analyzing the 
historical, linguistic, social and cultural context and by considering the life and background of the 
individual writers but the scripture says: 


Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you 
things to come. (John 16:13) 


The Law of Systematic Theology says you can discover the meaning of scripture a bit at a time, 
and eventually fit all the pieces of the puzzle together into a unified interpretation, but the scripture 
says: 


Job 37:23 Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out: he is excellent in power, and in 
judgment, and in plenty of justice: he will not afflict. 


Ro 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 


A sacred cow is stubborn loyalty to an institution [or idea] that impedes progress. For every reason 
put forth to support these sacred cows, scripture teaches the opposite. It makes you wonder whether 
[one must conclude that] their purpose is to promote falsehood and prevent you from reaching correct 
conclusions. [Which is exactly correct.] 


The root flaw in these and other sacred cows of bible study is in their fundamental approach which is 
to say "You can discover the meaning of God's Word, if you use this or these methods." The quest for 
an objective methodology is just another attempt to rely on self. Perhaps it’s job security for 
professional scholars. It still reminds me though of someplace where it says, “your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” 


You cannot discover the meaning of God's word. 

| cannot discover the meaning of God's word. 

Scripture says the Lord teaches it, and that only to the mature among us. Scripture must be revealed. 
God reveals himself to man, and that by degrees, here a little, there a little and so on. 


Will you be content with man’s wisdom or will you Seek After Him? 
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The Stumbling Block 


Bill Somers 


Isaiah 57:13-15 

13 ... but he that putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy 
mountain; 

14 And shall say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumblingblock out of 
the way of my people. 

15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; | dwell 
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 


We have said in other articles that Israel is a type of the Church. That this means there are places 
where Israel is mentioned that you can also apply to the Church. 


Consider this next example. Here is a long passage from second Corinthians that compares the old 
and new covenants, and how spiritual blindness keeps you from understanding. 


2 Corinthians 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the 
letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the 
children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his 
countenance; which glory was to be done away: 

8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 

9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of 
righteousness exceed in glory. 

10 For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory 
that excelleth. 

11 For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious. 
12 Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: 

13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not 
stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in 
the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 

16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 


Here we see the features of the old covenant listed and described. It is the letter of the law ;it kills. You 
see it described as The ministration of death and the ministration of condemnation. This means it 
offers, serves up, or brings condemnation and death. It is the two tablets written in stone. 


The new covenant’s traits include the ministration of righteousness. This is saying the same as what 
we read elsewhere, that no man is justified by the works of the law. Under the old covenant no one 
could be saved. Only the new covenant brings righteousness or salvation. 


Hebrews 10: 
4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 


Then starting with verse 13 and on through 16, there is a discussion of a veil that produces a form of 
blindness. 
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2 Corinthians 3:13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of 
Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 


So what is this verse saying here? ‘That which is abolished’ is the old covenant, the law. And what is 
‘the end’ of the law? 


Romans 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 


This blindness, kept them from seeing Christ, who is the end of the Law. Verse 14 mentions the 
reading of the old testament; and verse 15 says when Moses is read. This can mean that there is a 
certain blindness that prevents them from seeing the messiah revealed in the verses of scripture. 
More precisely, it kept them from seeing their messiah when he came. 


John 1:11 
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 


This is the same spiritual blindness mentioned in Romans 11. 


Romans 11:7-10 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. 

9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a 
recompence unto them: 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. 


Romans 11:25 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. 


This is how the idea that Messiah had to suffer and die becomes a stumbling block. 


1 Corinthians 1:23 
But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; 


Romans 9:31-33 

31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of 
righteousness. 

32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For 
they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

33 As it is written, Behold, | lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 


Having said all this, what if we now look back at our comparison of Israel and the Church? What could 
we conclude might affect the church if she follows the pattern that Israel followed? One answer is that 
there is a similar blindness in the church that prevents them also from understanding the scriptures. 
One aspect of this is that the books are sealed. 


There are three references to sealed book(s) in the Old Testament. The most well known is that in 
Daniel. Here is part of it: 
Daniel 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, even to the time of the 
end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." 
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We find two references in Isaiah on the same topic. 


Isaiah 8:16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 


Isaiah 29: 

10 For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your 
eyes; the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath He covered. 

11 And the vision of all has become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which 
men deliver to one that is learned, saying, "Read this, | pray thee"; and he saith, "I cannot, 
for it is sealed." 

12 And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, "Read this, | pray thee"; and 
he saith, "| am not learned." 


These verses which are spoken regarding Israel, have just much meaning when applied to the Church. 
As you compare the two, today’s church is just as backslidden and far from hearing the spirit as 
ancient Israel was. 


To see this we must look carefully at the Stumbling Block. What exactly is this Stumbling Block? You 
will find it mentioned in quite a few places in the bible. Sometimes it’s called by slightly different 
names but they all link together. Isaiah 8 uses the phrase stone of stumbling and also a rock of 
offense. We find it in the same context we quoted from above having to do with sealing the law. 


Isaiah 8:13-16 

13 Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 
14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to 
both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 


15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be 
taken. 


16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 


The idea here is that because they stumbled or were offended, the testimony or law is sealed and 
kept from their understanding. This is exactly what we just reading about from Second Corinthians 3. 


2 Corinthians 3:14-15 

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in 
the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 


So, what is the stumbling block? If you look back at Isaiah 8: 13-14 just above you will see that it is the 
Lord himself. 


Their problem was they worshiped the Torah [Law] rather than God. So they could not recognize their 
God when He stood before them. 


John 5:37-40 

37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither 
heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 

38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 


39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me. 


40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 


They could search the scriptures, even memorize them, and still not see that they point to Jesus. 


What was it about their messiah that offended them, and that they were unwilling to accept? The idea 
that Messiah had to suffer and die is the problem. Here we see that attitude expressed by Peter in 
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Matthew 16. 


Matthew 16:21-25 

21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised again the third day. 

22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall 
not be unto thee. 

23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto 
me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me. 

25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it. 


Notice that right after rebuking Peter, Jesus turn the topic to his followers doing likewise. He points out 
that we must be willing to lose our lives also. This is the parallel stumbling block for the church, being 
willing to die with him. 


In John 2 there is a very interesting hint. 


John 2:19-22 

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it 
up. 

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up 
in three days? 

21 But he spake of the temple of his body. 

22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 


Here He is speaking of the destruction and restoration of the temple. And it tells us this stands for the 
death and resurrection of the temple of his body. Could this mean the Body of Christ, the church? 


The stumbling block for the Jews is Christ Crucified. That it the idea that the Messiah had to die. As 
Israel is a type of the church, the stumbling block for the church is that the body of Christ must die. 


To be more exact the stumbling block for the Jews is Christ and him Crucified. Two ideas here. The 
Messiah, and the idea that Messiah has to suffer and die. For the church, the stumbling block is the 
Lordship of Jesus, and the idea that the church must die. 


But the church is unwilling to face this because of fear. The stumbling block reflects the fear of death. 
Hebrews tells us this is how Satan holds us in bondage. 


Hebrews 2:14-15 

14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; 

15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 


The stumbling stone is also called the corner stone, that is laid in Zion. It speaks of his death and of 
his lordship. For after the death, he gained all authority and power. And upon this rock, he will build the 
church. 


Isaiah 28:16 
16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, | lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 
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1 Peter 2:6-8 

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, | lay in Sion a chief corner stone, 

elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the 
stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, 
being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 


Note that verse 8 above mentions being disobedient as a cause of stumbling. They stumble at the 
word through being unwilling to obey it. This is saying in effect, being unwilling to obey it will keep you 
from understanding it. In John 7, Jesus speaks of revelation coming to the willing, also linking 
understanding with willingness. 


John 7:16-17 

16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 

17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether | 
speak of myself. 


The unwilling cannot know his will or understand his Word. Thus unwillingness produces spiritual 
blindness. 


Zechariah 4:6-9 

6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 
7 Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he 
shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 

8 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also 
finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 


The quote from Zechariah is talking about the same cornerstone, the foundation of the church, but it 
uses the term headstone. This speaks of Jesus as the head stone or chief corner stone. This is what 
is meant in Peter where it says the head of the corner. 


Now back to Matthew 16: 


Matthew 16:16-18 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 


Here Peter has a Revelation Of Jesus Christ. And he sees that Jesus is Messiah and Lord. 
Although at that point, as we have seen, he does not yet see that Jesus must die. Then Jesus speaks 
of the rock, himself. He is saying He will build the church, [when it becomes willing], upon the sure 
foundation stone, himself. 


There are a lot of theories about the fate of the church or the saints in the end times. You have Pre 
Trib, Mid Trib, Pre Wrath, Post Trib, etc. etc. All these put forth a catching away of the believers at 
some point. This totally skirts around the key issue of martyrdom. The only reason we have any of 

these escape theories is because of this stumbling block. We are not willing to face up to what the 
bible tells us. 


And what does the bible say? We could list lots of references and ask you to look them up, but it’s just 
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as easy, using computer technology to give them in full, even if it takes up a little space. 


Daniel 7:19-22 

19 Then | would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, 
exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake 
in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet; 

20 And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before 
whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, 
whose look was more stout than his fellows. 

21 | beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; 
22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; 
and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 


Daniel 8:23-24 

23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king 
of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 

24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wondertully, 
and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. 


Matthew 5:10-12 

10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you. 


Matthew 10:39 
39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 


Matthew 24:9 
9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name's sake. 


Mark 8:35 
35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake 
and the gospel's, the same shall save it. 


Mark 10:29-30 

29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily | say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the 
gospel's, 

30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, 
and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal 
life. 


Mark 10:38-39 

38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? 
and be baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with? 

39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the 
cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that | am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 


Mark 13:9-13 
9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the 
synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


sake, for a testimony against them. 

10 And the gospel must first be published among all nations. 

11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye 
shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that 
speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 

12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children 
shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death. 

13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved. 


Luke 9:24 
24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, 
the same shall save it. 


Luke 17:33 
33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 
preserve it. 


Luke 21:16 
16 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and 
some of you shall they cause to be put to death. 


John 12:25 
25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto 
life eternal. 


John 13:38 
38 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? .... 


John 15:20 

20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they 
have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will 
keep yours also. 


Acts 9:16 
16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 


Romans 8:17-18 

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

18 For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. 


Romans 8:35-39 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Romans 12:1 
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1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 


Romans 12:19 
19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. 


Romans 15:16 

16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of 
God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost. 


2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort; 

4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in 
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 

5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 
6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the 
enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for 
your consolation and salvation. 

7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall 
ye be also of the consolation. 


2 Corinthians 4:8-11 

8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 

10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our body. 

11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of 
Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 


2 Timothy 3:12 
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 


2 Timothy 2:10-12 

10 Therefore | endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: 

12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 


Philippians 1:29 
29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to 
suffer for his sake; 


Philippians 3:8-11 

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, 
that | may win Christ, 

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 

11 If by any means | might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
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1 Thessalonians 3:3-4 

3 That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are 
appointed thereunto. 

4 For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; 
even as it came to pass, and ye know. 


2 Thessalonians 1:4-8 

4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all 
your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 

5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: 

6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 
7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, 

8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: 


How does Hebrews describe the Heroes of Faith? 


Hebrews 11:35-38 

35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 

36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 
imprisonment: 

37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they 
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 

38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth. 


1 Peter 2:20-21 

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps: 


1 Peter 3:14 
14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, 
neither be troubled; 


1 Peter 4:1 
1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with 
the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 


1 Peter 4:12-19 

12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory 
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody 
in other men's matters. 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on 
this behalf. 

17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at 
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us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 
19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their 
souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 


1 John 3:16 
16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren. 


Revelation 2:10-11 

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that 
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. 


Revelation 6:9-11 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 


Now here is a very crucial section for understanding this whole business. 


Revelation 12:10-11 

10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 


They overcome the accuser, Satan, by being willing to die. And not just being willing to die, but by 
dying willingly. We said earlier that Satan has the power of death, and holds men in bondage by the 
fear of death. God is not looking for survivors or those who want to escape. He is looking for 
overcomers. The overcomers here have no fear of death, because they are willing to die. And of 
course, this should be obvious, how do you prove or demonstrate that you have no fear of death? You 
do it by dying without fear! 


Revelation 13:4-7 

4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the 
beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 

5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power 
was given unto him to continue forty and two months. 

6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his 
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 

7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power 
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 


Revelation 17:6 
6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus: and when | saw her, | wondered with great admiration. 


Revelation 20:4 
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4 And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and | saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. 


We have cited about 40 passages to answer this question, what does the bible say? Over and over 
and over and over we read about suffering, persecution and martyrdom. This is not a trivial issue 
here, it’s a major bible theme. 


Compared to this, the escape theories have very few scriptures they draw upon. All of them will cite 
this next passage from Thessalonians. 


1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 


Now notice the words in bold here. Those who are alive and remain are caught up. What that really 
means is that there is a remnant that is caught up. A remnant is a tiny percentage that remain alive 

after all the persecution during the tribulation of those days. We're not talking about multitudes here 
folks, we are talking about a few stragglers. 


Let’s spell this out here. The major thrust of all these prophetic scriptures points to persecution, 
suffering, and martyrdom. Once we are willing to fact the facts, bite the bullet or whatever. We will see 
that all these escape theories are nothing more than obvious fraud. 

The blessed hope of the church is the resurrection of the dead at the return of Christ. 


So how do we get past this stumbling block? What does it take to transform the believer into an 
obedient servant? There are a couple of ways to express it. 

One is Grace! Another is the perfect love of God, imparted to us bye the Holy Spirit poured out in the 
last days. For perfect love casts out all fear. Another way to say it is found in the title of the last book 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Can you see how Paul is a type of the last days church? Here you have a guy who was extremely 
religious, and naturally he was doing the typical religious thing. That is he was persecuting those he 
didn’t agree with. And so you find him on the road to Damascus, [a type of the world], following the 
way of the world. Then something special happened. 


Paul had a Revelation Of Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus. 


Acts 9:3-6 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about 
him a light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? 

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it 
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the 
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 


After that he was totally transformed into an obedient servant of the Lord. The evidence is right there in 
his words, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 

He learns directly from the Spirit of God, and goes through all the world preaching. Finally, the 
persecution catches up with him and he is ready and willing to face martyrdom. He obeys Romans 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


12:1 and offers himself a living sacrifice. This is exactly the pattern that the end time church will go 
through. 


2 Timothy 4:6-8 

6 For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith: 

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing. 


This long passage from Peter deals with faith, and the salvation to be revealed, and ties it in with 
Grace and the revelation of Jesus Christ. 


1 Peter 1:3-13 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, 

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time. 

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations: 

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ: 

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 

9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied 
of the grace that should come unto you: 

11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the 
things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 


Finally on the topic of willingness, Psalm 110 mentions this happening in the day of His Power. 


Psalms 110:3 
3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the 
womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 


And the Day of His power is what we see here in Revelation 12. 


Revelation 12:10-11 

10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 
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The True Meaning Of Christmas 


Bill Somers 


Revised 12/23/01 

A Christmas Prophecy 

This article is a look at the first coming of Jesus as described and Matthew, Luke, and also Isaiah. We 
need to see how it is a type or prophecy of his Second Coming. That is to say things that 
happened at his first coming are foreshadows of what will happen at his second coming. Let me 
make it clear that most of these points refer to Jesus coming spiritually to his Church in the form of a 
great outpouring leading to a great harvest. This takes place during and after a time of judgment on 
the Church. 


In other words the first coming of Jesus speaks of End Time Revival [the latter rain] coming 
to the Church. 

You may want to go over the passages in Matthew and Luke and Isaiah since we did not include them, 
to keep this article short, [a book could be written]. 


We are presenting these points, rapid fire, as it were. We could add after each one the word selah, 
which means pause and consider. As you do, think of the coming of Jesus as the coming of Revival. 
The Christmas Story is a Prophecy! 


1. His first coming was foretold by the prophets. His Second Coming is also being foretold by the 
prophets. 

2. Wise men knew when and where to look for him then, Wise men will know when and where to look 
today. 

3. In the fulness of time God sent forth his son. This applies to both the first and second comings. 
He will come at the appointed time. 

4. He was born in a manger. Consider that a manger can mean a crib, or it can mean a stall. A stall 
can be a booth, as the children of Israel dwelt in booths during the Feast of Tabernacles. A booth is a 
temporary dwelling like a tent which is another word for tabernacle. But the tabernacle also speaks of 
God's dwelling place, also his temple or his Church. When he comes again, he will be born into His 
Church. 

5. His coming was with tidings of great comfort and joy. Luke 2:10. This speaks of the comfort and 
Joy in the Holy Ghost that the church will have in the last days outpouring of the Spirit of God. These 
will be times of great judgments but those who abide in the Shadow of the Almighty will have a peace 
that passes all understanding. 

6. He was born of a virgin. Matthew 1:23 The Church will be purged and purified in order to show 
forth his love. The Bride has played the harlot, but she will have to get back her virginity. So that she 
can become pregnant before the wedding. 

7. Shepherds in the field were drawn to him. His Glory blazed about as angels visited them. Luke 
2:7-8. This speaks of God's true shepherds, not the hirelings, being drawn into his presence. And 
coming manifestations of the Shekinah Glory on the Church. Plus angelic visitations and other 
supernatural happenings. 

8. As Joseph was troubled by his wife's pregnancy, the Church world will be troubled by the revival 
that's coming. Yet the word of the Lord in this case is just as it was with Joseph. Fear not, this is of the 
Holy Ghost! Just as Mary was pregnant before her wedding, the church will have to be pregnant with 
Jesus before her wedding. 

9. Unto us a child is born. This reference from Isaiah 9:6 takes a new meaning once you see that 
"US" is the end time Church. Us. And we are symbolized by the woman in Revelation 12 who brings 
forth a manchild. This is Christ being formed in us and shown forth by us. 

10. "She shall bring forth a son [unto us a son is given] who shall save his people from their sins." 
Matthew 1:21. The coming of the manchild is also the coming of the great end time harvest. 

11. "Thou shalt call his name Emmanuel, that is God with us." When Jesus comes to dwell in His 
Church, he will truly be God with us. 

12. Wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. Matthew 2:1. When revival and harvest come there 
will be many conversions in eastern countries, especially the middle east. Muslims will come to 
worship him. See Isaiah 60:6-7 

13. "When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him." 
Matthew 2:3 Herod here is a type of Satan, and this speaks of Satan's kingdom being troubled by 
these events. 
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14." and all Jerusalem with him." Matthew 2:3, This also speaks of the established religions being 
troubled as well. 

15. The wise men worshipped with exceeding great joy, Matthew 2:10-11. This will also take place 
in this revival. 

16. When they were come, they opened their treasures. Matthew 2:11. This coming influx of Muslims 
will greatly enrich the Church, both spiritually and literally.. 

17. "And being warned of God ...." Matthew 2:12. This speaks again of the Muslims receiving a 
genuine fear of the Lord in their conversion. They do not return to serving satan [Herod] but instead 
begin to follow a new path and to minister the gospel in their own countries. 

18. Matthew 2:13-18 tells of Herod's persecution and attempt to kill the new born messiah. This is a 
direct parallel to the persecution to come upon the end time Church. See Revelation 12:13 And when 
the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man 
child. 

19. Matthew 2:19-20 tell of how Jesus comes back to Israel after Herod is dead and the persecution 
is over. When Satan and his kingdom are under his feet, Jesus will return to earth with all the saints 
and holy angels with him. 

20. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is a type of the Church. In Luke 1:35 we read " The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." This is a description of what is coming 
upon the Church. 

21. "For with God nothing shall be impossible." Luke 1:37 Compare this to Revelation 12:10 " And 
| heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, ...." 2 Chronicles 6:41 "Now therefore arise, O LORD God, into thy resting place, thou, and the 
ark of thy strength: let thy priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in 
goodness." To be Clothed with Salvation and to operate in His strength, that is Revival. Then The 
church will be able to do all that the Lord asks, with God nothing shall be impossible. 

22. Luke 1:25 says "Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked upon me, to take 
away my reproach among men." This though spoken by Elizabeth and referring to her pregnancy, 
also applies to the Church. The reproach on the Church is the exposure of her sin and its judgment. 
The Lord will remove this reproach by redeeming his people and by bringing in a great harvest. 

23. Luke 1:38 says "Behold the handmaid of the lord, be it unto me according to thy word ..." 
Mary says this as a type of the Church! When the Church makes this her confession she will be 
submitting to the Lordship of Jesus. Some commentators have said that when Mary spoke these 
words is when she became pregnant. Christ was formed in her. When the Church "speaks" these 
words Christ will be formed in his people. 

24. Luke 1:45 says "And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those 
things which were told her from the Lord." The words ‘there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord' when applied to the Church speak of the fulfillment of the prophetic 
scriptures. This is the Lord keeping his promises and confirming his covenant. See also Luke 1:72. 
25. Luke 1:46-55 is Mary's prophetic prayer, [my soul doth magnify the Lord]. It speaks of God's 
redemption of his people the Church in the end times and the great rejoicing that will go along with 
that. 

26. Luke 1:65-66 speaks of a Fear that came upon all those that dwelt there and how the news 
spread. This speaks of a Fear of the Lord that comes with revival and spreads wherever revival 
goes.. 

27. In Luke 1:67-79 Zacharias gives a long prophecy, [he hath visited and redeemed his people]. 
What he says here also applies to us. It is a depiction of the End Time work of the Lord in His Church. 
Doubtless there are many other points that could be made and comparisons taken. We could go on at 
great length but would rather not. So you have a lot of pearls in a small package. 

| hope these points have provided some insights into the true meaning of Christmas and how it 
points to the end times. 
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The Ultimate Repair Kit 


Bill Somers 


The Ultimate Repair Kit was the title on a package | ran across recently in a local Wal-Mart. In the 
paint and hardware department they had quite a few of them on display. It consisted of one roll of duct 
tape and one can of WD-40 spray, packaged together in a box, wrapped in plastic.. 


| found this especially amusing because for many of my years as a repairman, | have made a similar 
joke. My claim was, only half jokingly, that 80% of all repairs, except for parts replacement, could be 
made with one or more of five essential items. Super glue, duct tape, WD-40, plastic tie wraps and 
plastic wire splices. This is my repairman's five essentials. Sometimes | would substitute electrical 
tape for duct tape, or silicone sealer for super glue, but the idea was basically the same. 


Now what exactly do these things do? Duct tape is a thick strong tape that is used to hold things 
together that have come loose for some reason. The same goes for other kinds of tape; and for glue, 
sealer, tie wraps, baling wire, binder twine, splices, screws and nails. 


WD-40 is a lubricant and rust remover that allows things that are stuck together to come lose and 
move freely once again. The same goes for penetrating oil, motor oil, cooking oil, solvents and 
cleansers. 


The filing system your computer uses has a similar function. It keeps or holds together things that 
belong together, and separates, [loosens or frees up] things that should be kept apart. 


It all has to do with binding and loosing. Many common tools do this. Staplers bind things together; 
crowbars break them apart. Wrenches, pliers, and screwdrivers do both. Keys open and shut. By now 
you may have guessed where | am going with this. 


The Real Ultimate Repair Kit is the Keys to the Kingdom given by Jesus to his followers. 


And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven. Matthew 16:19 


So whatever you have that needs fixing, the tools are at hand. All that is needed is proper application. 


There are other common tools that do not involve binding and loosing. They include squares, levels, 
chalk lines, plumb lines, meters and gauges. These are instruments of evaluation or judgment. In the 
bible there is mention of the plummet and the measuring rod. These instruments of judgment are only 
used by the master builder or at his specific direction. And that is another subject altogether. 
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Two Opinions 
by Bill Somers 
In the book of Romans we read: 


"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." (Romans 12:1) 


The word 'service' at the end of this verse is also translated 'worship' in some versions. What this is saying is worship 
= service or obedience. We are God's servants as we obey him. 


Another way of saying this is found in the Gospel of Mathew: 


"Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve." (Matthew 4:10) 


Here Satan was seeking worship for himself, but Jesus' rebuke shows the relation between worship and obedience. 
Back in Romans we find it stated another way: 


"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?" (Romans 6:16) 


This also shows that sin makes us servants of death or Satan. 
The essence of all this can be briefly summarized. 


To believe God is to agree with His Word, is to obey that word, is to serve Him, and is to worship Him. 
Not to believe God is to agree with Satan, is to obey Satan, is to serve and worship Satan! ("He that is not with 
me is against me; ...." (Matthew 12:30)) 


So to disobey God is actually to worship Satan! 


All of us find ourselves sometime doing one and then the other. Although we love and follow the Lord Jesus Christ, 
yet there is sin in our lives. 


"For I delight in the law of God after the inward man. 

"But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members. 

"O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" (Romans 7:22-24) 
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What revival will do is pictured in Eliyah's triumph on Mt. Carmel 


"And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be 
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. ...." (1 Kings 18:21) 


Elijah's words to Israel in first Kings are the Lords words to us today. 'Halt' means to be lame or to stop. It is to be 
unable to go. Unable to go and do as the Lord desires. Unable to walk in holiness that He requires. 


Elijah's answer was to call down fire in the sacrifice, let that be our answer today. Calling down fire is to intercede 
for revival! "The God that answereth by fire, let him be God." 


The altar Elijah built is rich in symbolism. The wood represents the cross, the flesh on the wood is our flesh on the 
cross, the water poured all over and around the altar is our tears of repentance at the judgments of the Lord, and the 
twelve stones for the twelve tribes speak of the divisions within the Church. All of this is consumed by the fire that 
falls from heaven. This is the all consuming fire. God himself. When He comes with such awesome presence, all 
the other stuff will be gone. Our tears will end; the judgments will end; and strife and division in the Church will end! 


So as surely as the sacrifice on Mt. Carmel is a type of revival, it is also a promise of the Lord's deliverance 
from the two opinions. It shows that death to the flesh can bring us all into unity. Then we will get the sin our of the 
camp and give no place to the devil. Then we will fully enter into the kingdom of God, and walk in the promises. 
Then we can proclaim only one opinion. The Lord is God! Jesus is King of Kings! Or as it says in Isaiah: "How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!" (Isaiah 52:7) 


Then we will see the harvest. Amen! 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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The Unthinkable 
by Bill Somers 


The following is a synopsis of a "word" the Lord has shown me progressively throughout 1992 and into 93. This is a word 
that has been sweet to the taste; because it provides answers | have long sought. Yet this word has been bitter in my 
belly, in a very real physical sense because it consists of an UNTHINKABLE ALTERNATIVE to traditional teachings. 


From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and 


suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third 
day. Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto 
thee. Matthew 16 21-22. 


Here Peter is speaking for the disciples in shock and disbelief. What Jesus was telling them, that he must be killed, was 
unthinkable! Even after his death they could not accept it. Notice how he rebukes them on the road to Emmaus. 


Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? Luke 24 25- 26 


Today we need to ask: Ought not the Church suffer these things and to enter into her glory? Even though, we his 
disciples of today, know that ‘these things are written for our instruction’ we are slow to believe what is written in 
scripture. We will continue in our unbelief till we overcome this stumbling block. Just as the idea of Christ dying is a 
stumbling block to the Jews, the idea of the Church dying is a stumbling block to us. It's our unthinkable alternative. 


The church is not going to be caught away in a pre-tribulation rapture as so many teach. 
She is going to be here during ‘the tribulation’. And at the end, she will undergo martyrdom. 


The Books Are Sealed 

Why do | believe the traditional teachings to be wrong? Firstly, for two simple scriptural reasons. One, the books are 
sealed till the time of the end, (see Dan. 12:4) and 'the people shall be willing in the day of his power' (see Ps. 110:3). 
This means we have not been able to understand the prophetic scriptures, except through man's wisdom, till now. The 
books have been closed. Their meaning has been concealed because it was not the 'time of the end’. It was not time for 
the age to come to a close and so, as the great theories of eschatology were formed in years past, they were formed 
without the illumination of the Holy Spirit. And therefore these teachings could only be guesses at best. 

Now what about the second scripture? There is a principle in understanding the will of God, that He only reveals his will 
insofar as we are willing to obey Him. "The Day of His Power" is a reference to 'the time of the end’. This verse is saying 
that there is something that we His people will be willing to do in that day. That there is some word of his that we will 
willingly obey. It also means that until that day, we will not be willing to obey it. 


Why The Books Are Sealed 

So what's the connection? Here it is. This tells us why the books are sealed! Because they contain an expression of 
God's will for the Church that she is presently unwilling to obey. And He does not reveal his will to the unwilling! So what 
is this thing we are presently unwilling to obey? And why will we be willing to obey it then? We shall get to that shortly. 
The second reason | believe that the traditional end time teachings are wrong is simply that the Lord has shown me 
otherwise. The church is not going to be caught away in a pre-tribulation rapture as so many teach. She is going to be 
here during the tribulation. So what's so unthinkable about that? Well to many, that's bad enough, but there's more. The 
typical post trib teaching runs something like this. The Church will go through the last x number of years of tribulation as 
God's chosen instrument to bring in the final harvest of the nations. She will be raptured out at the end when the harvest 
is in and before the final pouring out of the bowls of Wrath. And of course we will suffer a certain moderate amount of 
martyrdom, but for the most part we will go through it under a seal of divine protection from the things coming on the 
earth. Now here's the Unthinkable Alternative: At the end of this tribulation period, when the harvest is in and before the 
pouring out of the final bowls of Wrath, the Church will suffer almost total martyrdom by the enemy forces. We will lay 
down our lives, and do so willingly, knowing and trusting in the Resurrection to shortly follow. 


What saith the scriptures? 
Well the justification for this word can be seen in Revelation, and in Daniel. There the prophetic scriptures speak directly 
of the End Times. Consider the following verses. 
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But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever 
and ever. Daniel 7 18 

| beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; 

Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom. 

And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and 
think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing 
of time. Daniel 7:21-22 


And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce 
countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 

And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, 
and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. Daniel 8 23-24 


And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of 
God, and for the testimony which they held: 

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a 
little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they [were], should 
be fulfilled. Revelation 6 9.-11 

And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over 
all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. Revelation 13 7-8. 
Believe The Bible 


It is our reluctance to Believe The Bible. Our unwillingness to take the bible to mean what it says in these passages that 
has given rise to the theory the Rapture. Especially of Pre-Tribulationism. And indeed this reluctance gives birth to the 
whole house of Dispensationalism. To put it another way, all eschatology up to now has been fraught with plain old 
UNBELIEF! Unwillingness to face up to what these scriptures are saying to us in very plain terms, has led us into 
erroneous rapture theories. And these doctrinal errors have become some of the best fortified strongholds the enemy has 
in the Church. 


Now the above passages are as | have said speaking to us in plain terms. They cannot be said to have been sealed. We 
simply have chosen to down play, explain away or ignore them. 


Since the time of the end is near at hand, other passages have been unsealed which confirm this unthinkable alternative. 
These are mainly to give us understanding of certain types and allegories, but their understanding really nails down this 
thesis. 


For example: the Death and Resurrection of the Church is shown typically, with Samson as a type of the church, Elisha 
as a type of the end time church, Jesus 3 and 1/2 year ministry as a pattern for the end time church and Paul as a type 
of the church. Romans 15 speaks of it as the ‘offering up of the Gentiles’. In Exodus, the passage through the red sea, 
seen as a type of baptism. It is of course 'baptism into His death' and therefore a type of the death and resurrection of the 
Church. 


If we are willing to face up to the meaning of these certain scriptures, then we can see that this is indeed what shall 
come to pass 


When | shared the first draft of this paper with my associate pastor. He had two reactions. "Boy | sure hope you're wrong 
about this!" and after reading more he said "But Why?" 


Well the why part is what's exciting about all this. Its for the Glory of God. If we can see the Lords purpose in this, 
which | believe we can, then we can confidently go forward into it. We can do it with our face set like flint, as Jesus did, 
knowing the glory that is to follow. 


This general martyrdom of the church serves a two fold purpose of the Lord. One is the redemption of Israel. The second 
is the judgment of the wicked at the return or the Lord. These two are closely linked. 


The first purpose is the redemption of Israel. We know that blindness is come upon Israel, until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in. This fullness is accomplished by completing the Great Commission. When the gospel is 
preached through out all the world, then the end comes. The martyrdom of the end time church marks the completion, 
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and the harvesting of the Gentiles. Then the blindness can be removed from Israel. 


In fact it is the very martyrdom of the church that allows, or causes if you will, the blindness to be removed. And the 
willingness (Ps. 110:3) of the church to suffer this martyrdom is what will bring Israel into the body of Christ. This is seen 
typically, in the death of Samson (Judges), in Romans 11, and in Romans 15, where Paul's trip to Jerusalem speaks of 
the second coming of the Lord. When the blindness is removed, Israel will see her true condition and repent. (Joel, 
Jeremiah, Zechariah, Ezekiel). Then she will call upon the Lord. He will hear and He will answer, and He will be Glorified. 
And since the Bride of Christ is thereby completed, He will return! So the 'grafting back in' of Romans 11 produces 'life 
from the dead’, namely the resurrection! 


The resurrection of the church will follow after a very brief interval; along with the 'rapture' of those alive and remaining on 
earth. The story of Daniel in the Lions Den, the passing of Israel through the Red Sea, the voyage and shipwreck of Paul 
are all typical of the death and resurrection of the church. 


The first purpose is mercy. 
"Through your mercy they may obtain mercy." (Rom. 11:31; 12:1) See also Psalm 116:15. 
The second purpose is judgment. 


The Lord's immediate cause for bringing judgment on the enemy is because of what the enemy has done to ‘his people’. 
That is to both the Church and to Israel. This is seen in Joel, Zechariah and Revelation. 


It is also seen typically in the return of Jehu as a type of the second coming of the Lord in 2 kings. (Judgment comes to 
the House of Ahab, and to Jezebel, to avenge the blood of the prophets and because, specifically, he slew Naboth and 
took his vineyard. The vineyard speaks of the church and "Naboth" means fruit. (2 Kings 9:7,27) The passages in Exodus 
and Daniel mentioned above also feature this judgment. Also the judgment at Belshazar's feast in Daniel 5 shows this.) 
[Also see The How and the Therefore and The Precious by Bill Somers] 


(So why does the enemy destroy the church and nearly destroy Israel, if doing so means the end of his kingdom? For 
the same reason he crucified Jesus. Selfishness. By nature selfishness will always chose short term gain even in the 
face of long term pain. Selfishness is the opposite of Wisdom. It is self destructive.) 


The first purpose is mercy. The second purpose is judgment. 

In these two we find the very nature of God. We behold both His kindness and His severity. 
And in the DAY OF HIS POWER we will offer ourselves willingly, for His Glory! 

To be fully conformed to Christ is to be obedient unto death. 


For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death. Psalm 48:14 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Where Did That Idea Come From 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


June 2008 
www.etpv.org 


Titus 3:2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto 
all men. 


There is an idea floating around these days that a certain practices or behavior is inappropriate, i.e. 
just plain wrong. We have heard it so often and seen it written so much that it has become an 
accepted part of our thinking. Actually if you question it, it’s easy to see the whole thing is bogus, a 
fraud. 


What Idea? Well you hear it expressed in various ways concerning Lakeland, but it goes much farther 
back. Here are some examples. 


A 

They are seeking after signs and wonders, chasing after miracles instead of seeking God. They 
should return to focusing on Jesus. 

People are chasing the supernatural and looking for phenomena when they should be seeking The 
Lord. 

We should be seeking His Face and not his just hand. 

Some are running to and fro seeking a touch from the Lord, when all they have to do is stay home and 
get into their ‘prayer closet.’ 


Here’s another one. 
B 
Signs and Wonders are supposed to follow after the preaching of the word. Where is the preaching? 


C 
These meetings have no reverence for God. Where is the decorum and etiquette? Where is the 
respect for the King of Kings? 


D 

A Real True Revival is not supposed to be like a carnival or circus. It should be like Azuza Street, 
Hebdrides, Cane Ridge or the Welsh Revival. 

Where did these ideas come from? What’s wrong with them? Let’s keep it to short simple answers. 


First and most importantly there is a strong element of scorn in each of these ideas. So they start of 
on the wrong foot. 


Proverbs 14:6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him 
that understandeth. 


Now looking at each one, we see certain problems. 


A 
This objection sets up a false dichotomy or contrast to suggest that they are not really seeking God. 
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B 
Signs and Wonders can also follow praise and worship. This can happen especially when the worship 
is more spirited than the preaching. 


C 
There is plenty of scripture to support God’s people rejoicing. 


D 

The word Revival has multiple meanings. To lay stress true or real moves of God is just an 
underhanded way of agreeing with those calling something less, a false revival, when it’s just 
something less. And while it is just a refreshing or a healing outpouring, it is also the beginning of 
something much greater to come. This is a day of small beginnings. 


Zechariah 4:10 For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and 
shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the 
LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth. 


How To Spot The Accuser 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


June 2008 
www.etpv.org 


Luke 6:41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye? 


Discernment 

In this Civil War in the Church that we have been concentrating on we hear a constant cry for 
discernment. Many are majoring on discerning the mote in their brothers eye. Rather we should seek 
to discern the voice of the accuser of the brethren. Here are some things to look for. 


What happens in this Civil War in the Church is that some people, for whatever reason, have yielded 
to a divisive spirit. This has directed them into becoming spokesmen for the enemy camp without 
realizing it. We need to pray for these people who are being used in this way. Remember this is a 
spiritual battle. 


Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. 


Since the Lakeland Outpouring shifted into high gear around Passover, the accuser of the brethren 
has been working overtime. But even before that | received quite a few samples of his work as various 
people tried to sway me against it. Now after seeing even more of this kind of material, | have noticed 
that there is a pattern that most of these accusations follow. 


Before launching into a series of accusations the accuser will try and set you up to accept what he is 
about to say. The process is like a confidence game. Once they get you to accept the messenger, you 
are likely to accept the message. Lot’s of the tactics used are just variations on the argument from 
authority. Once they get you to believe they are speaking from some authority, then they really don’t 
have to prove any thing they say. The whole idea is to get you thinking they have more spiritual 
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authority than you do. 


1. 


Such a person may offer Ministry history or credentials. 

Or they may give testimonies or examples to set themselves as some authority or mature voice. 
Some will imply that it has taken them much courage to say what they are about to say. 

While others will claim that they have been attacked for criticizing. 

This is a sympathy routine. 


Expression of sorrow or regret that such warnings must be given. 

You will hear things like this: 

I’m not against such and so, but ... 

It really grieves me to have to say these things. 

| simply have to speak out and warn people. 

| have been weeping over the sad state of things or deeply involved in tearful intercession. 
| am only writing this out of love for The Church. 


They may claim to have some special revelation or inside knowledge that others don’t have. 
Some will report having a dream or vision, or getting a prophecy to support their view. 
Others will claim to have absolute certainty, or cite someone else who is ‘never wrong’. 

Or you will hear the claim that the Holy Spirit is instructing them to speak out. 


Most common is the invoking the authority of the scriptures to support what they are about to say. 
After all, it’s implied, who can argue with the bible. For example: 

The Word of God must be our standard. 

This is not just my opinion, it’s what the bible teaches. 

The bible must be our basis of Judgment. 

Don’t get mad a me, this is God’s word. 

The bible clearly teaches that such and so. 

Next they will give their opinion of what the Bible ‘clearly teaches.’ 


Then they may employ lengthy quotes from scripture regarding deception, false teachers, false 
prophets, false apostles, no private interpretation of scripture, wolves among the flock, hirelings, 
lying signs and wonders, great delusion, Satan as an angel of light and so on. 

The more scripture they quote, the more authoritative they will seem. 

This is where the fear tactic comes in. 

Please dear saints, don’t let yourselves be deceived. 


Then they proceed to judge someone after the Law, accusing them by name, usually with great 
scorn and ridicule. 

They may insist that their interpretation of a certain scripture is the only correct one. 

They will point to things happening that are not in the bible. 

or claim that this is not the way God operates. 

Or Jesus didn’t do it that way. 

Many of their accusations will have no proof, only hearsay or opinion. 

They could claim there is no scripture to support someone’s teachings. [This could be hard to 
prove, even if attempted. It would be a difficult matter to evaluate every possible interpretation of 
every scripture in the bible.] 


But they will not cite any verses about tale bearers, strife among brethren, railing accusations, 
backbiting or slander. 

And especially they will never consider that the letter of the Law brings death, and only the Spirit 
brings life. 


We mentioned that this accuser tries to get you to accept him, or her, as a messenger with some 
authority, so you will accept their message. The aim of the accusations is to get you to reject the 
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accused person or persons, so you will reject their message. 


And after all that, what if there is some real truth in all the accusations? Then it all boils down to one 
thing: Gossip. We are told to be afraid of deception, when all the while we are corrupting ourselves 
with slander and gossip. 


Titus 3:2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto 
all men. 


And I’m Repenting Too 

While going thru some old mail, | found that back on May 2, | had forwarded to some close 
correspondents, a message Re: Todd Bentley that contained a lot of accusations from some other 
ministries. I'm now very sorry for this and repent for ever circulating or forwarding any such 
accusations. And for ever saying any thing that could be considered criticism of any other ministry. 


Now here is a verse from Ephesians that can be seen as a prophecy of the Church coming out of Civil 
War and into unity. It is the work of the Lord, to bring about a Christ like attitude. 


Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 


And here are the results spoken of. 


Psalms 133:1-3 

1 <A Song of degrees of David.> Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


Isaiah 52:8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for 
they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 
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What Have We Learned In 2008 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 
December 3, 2008 
Mark 3:25 And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 
Just in case we didn’t realize it before, we learned that we are a House Divided Against Itself. 
This applies to America, Israel and to the Church as a whole, world wide. 


If you paid any attention to the controversy of the Lakeland Outpouring, Political strife in Israel, or the 
American Electoral Process, this should be clear. 


God’s people are deeply divided. And we are divided in multiple ways. Doctrinal divisions, sects and 
denominations, political aims, culture and race. 


We are not the church that Jesus is building. We are not walking in the spirit of holiness. We are not 
the kingdom of God that we claim to be. We are not come into unity; Nor are we dwelling on Mt. Zion 
under a new covenant of grace. 


We are saying to ourselves, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; but really 
we are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: [Revelation 3:17] 


That’s what we have learned this year, right? 
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Why You Can't Ever Agree 


Bill Somers 


In my early years as a Christian, | heard the following challenge during a bible discussion. "If the bible 
says that the Holy Spirit will lead you into all truth, and you people claim to have the Holy Spirit, why is 
it that you can't ever agree on anything?" 


Now this question, however critical in spirit, does point out a real problem, division and disagreement 
in the church. It also reflects the attitude of the lost world that looks for answers, but finds only 
hypocrisy in today's Christianity. 


You hear people say things like: Well there are so many different bibles, how do you know which 
translation to believe. Or they say: It all depends on your interpretation, every church teaches 
something different, so how are you supposed to know who's right? 


The scripture reference is this. 


John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
show you things to come. 


Here we have a promise in the bible that tells us the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth and show us 
things to come. 


And yet here we have all these pastors, scholars, teachers and prophets all saying something 
different. What's wrong with this picture? 


We hear talk of the simplicity of the gospel so why is the bible so hard to understand. 
A clue to an answer is found here in first Corinthians. 


1Co 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God. 

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even 
so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind 
of Christ. 


Here God is telling us that man cannot know or learn the meaning of spiritual things i.e. the bible. That 
is natural man, on his own, cannot. The Holy Spirit knows these things and teaches them to the 
spiritual man. 


So who is the natural man and who is the spiritual man? The natural man is one with out the Holy Spirit 
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to guide him, who must rely on the teaching of man's wisdom. The spiritual man has the Holy Spirit to 
guide him and is taught by God himself. 


To the ordinary person, the bible is long and boring. It's deliberately vague, confusing and open to 
multiple interpretations. 


Some parts are plain and simple, others are seemingly meaningless and some are outright mind 
boggling. Yet in it, God is telling us some interesting things about how to approach his Word. 


2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 


| like to break this down and analyze it this way. 


A. All scripture is given by inspiration of God. This inspiration is the Holy Spirit. The words spirit and 
inspiration are closely related. So we ask, given to whom? 


Well first off, it's given by inspiration to the writer of the book, Moses, Jeremiah, Malachi, John or 
whomever. Secondly it's given by inspiration to the reader. That is, you and | are given insight into the 
meaning and application by God and not man's wisdom. [You can see here that even the plain and 
simple parts are open to multiple interpretations. ] 


B. All scripture is profitable [for various uses]. This tells me that the entire bible has some meaning, 
even the boring and confusing parts. But that we need to hear from the Spirit to understand that 
meaning. 


Now this brings me back to our original question. 


"If the bible says that the Holy Spirit will lead you into all truth, and you people claim to have the 
Holy Spirit, why is it that you can't ever agree on anything?" 


My first answer to this has always been that it takes time. Leading someone into the truth is a process. 
It won't happen all at once. In Isaiah 28 we read: 


Isa 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? 
them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little: 


Here we are speaking about teaching knowledge and understanding doctrine and it is the Lord 
doing the teaching. First he says in effect, that you have to be past the baby stage where the word is 
likened to milk. 


1Pe 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 


The milk of the word is those plain and simple parts that are easy to understand and get you going on 
your way to knowing the Lord. The meat comes later with some maturity. 


Heb 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need 
of milk, and not of strong meat. 

13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 

14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
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And in Isaiah, God is telling us that it has to come a little at a time. That deeper knowledge of him and 
his word comes gradually. It is built up a little at a time, each revelation you get can be the foundation 
of a further revelation to come. 


So what we're saying here is that the Spirit does not lead us into all truth all at once, but gradually. 
Now that's pretty clear but it still does not answer the question of why is it that you can't ever agree on 
anything? 


We said earlier that scripture is given by inspiration to the reader [or listener]. This means that a 
certain understanding is granted by the Spirit of God to the conscientious student of his Word. Then 
when this student begins to teach others what he has learned, the Spirit is needed to allow the others 
to also understand. And here comes a problem. 


What one person has learned line by line may not always be received by another. There are often 
attitudes and traditions and doctrines standing in the way of the one trying to share revelation 
knowledge. 


Secondly what one person learns from the Spirit about the meaning of a portion of scripture may not 
line up with what another one has learned by the same Spirit because the Lord may reveal differing 
interpretations and applications of the same scripture. This is to say that not only are there differing 
interpretations of the same scripture according to ‘man's wisdom’ but there can often be differing 
correct interpretations of scripture given by God. 


You may recall the famous parable of the blind men and the elephant. Each blind man examined the 
elephant by his senses of touch and smell and came away with a different report. The thing is that 
each one was correct in so far as they were able to tell. Yet they could never agree on what the 
elephant was! They had forgotten something. They forgot they were blind! 


The church is in the same position. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. And we can never 
agree on anything because we have forgotten something. 


If we look back at our original question: 
"If the bible says that the Holy Spirit will lead you into all truth, and you people claim to have the 
Holy Spirit, why is it that you can't ever agree on anything?" 


We can recall that it refers to a certain scripture: 


John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
show you things to come. 


And in looking carefully at this verse there is an alternate explanation of why is it that you can't ever 
agree on anything. The verse says when he, the Spirit of truth, is come he will etc. This is your basic 
if, then statement. If and when the Spirit is come, then such and such will take place. For example: If 
the light is green you can go; this is a basic if, then statement. So if you can't go, then clearly the light 
is not green yet! Likewise if we can't ever agree on the truth, then the Spirit has not yet come! Now 
some might get upset at this conclusion but it should be obvious. And it's clearly obvious to an 
unbelieving world. 


This is what the church has forgotten. This passage from first Corinthians talks about the same 
problem and uses terms like when, and now and then to indicate a before and after condition. 


1Co 13:9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 
11 When | was a child, | spake as a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a child: but 
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when I became a man, | put away childish things. 
12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now | know in part; but 
then shall | know even as also | am known. 


We have forgotten that we are still in the before stage of this transition. Everyone is claiming to have 
the Holy Spirit but show me the money! 


We have forgotten that what Holy Spirit we have is only a partial fulfillment of the promise. In my article 
on the Feast of Tabernacles | discussed this partial fulfillment and gave four arguments to illustrate 
what | meant. | am going to repeat them here because of their importance. They are the analysis of 
fulfilled prophecy in Acts 2, the word picture of tongues of fire, the word study on baptism, illustrated by 
the pickle recipe, and the word study on earnest of the spirit. 


Acts Chapter 2 
In the second chapter of Acts, the Holy Spirit comes upon the assembled group of disciples. 


Ac 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. 

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. 

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 


This is generally regarded as the beginning of the church, the giving of the Spirit and the start of the 
New Covenant. This is partly true. It was a partial fulfillment for the building of the church, a partial 
fulfillment of the giving of the Holy Spirit, and a partial fulfillment of the New Covenant. These three 
ideas here are all roughly synonymous ways of looking at the same thing. 


Verse 1 above says "they were all with one accord in one place." The idea here is unity of the 
brethren. So clearly, this is also partial fulfilling of Psalms 133, which speaks of the End time revival 
in terms of the anointing coming upon the head and body of Aaron. It typifies the proper assembly of 
the head and body of Christ, for Jesus is our High Priest and in him is our place of unity. There we see 
the blessing come. That blessing is the Spirit, the presence and glory of God, life eternal. It is dwelling 
in the secret place of the most high as in Psalms 91, who is the way, the truth and the life. 


Ps 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


In The Last Days 

We said the giving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 is a partial fulfillment. Peter in his sermon that day 
makes mention of the prophecy of Joel. He is telling the people that what they are experiencing that 
day is a fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. 


Ac 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye 
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to 
my words: 

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
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and they shall prophesy: 
This is a reference to Joel Chapter 2:28-29. 


We know it's only a partial fulfillment because the rest of what Joel has to say there still awaits 
fulfillment in the last days. Look at verses 30-31. 


Joel 30 And | will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke. 

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the LORD come. 


A Measure of the Spirit 

The description of the coming of the Holy Spirit as cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each 
of them also indicates a partial fulfillment. It shows that each one received a measure of the Spirit. 
The had a small flame rest on them. The complete fulfillment will be intensely greater. It will be the 
Spirit without measure. 


Heb 12:29 For our God is a consuming fire. 


The Pickle Recipe 
A good way to explain this comes from a word study on baptism, as we are looking at the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. 


Some time back | copied the following definitions from the On Line Bible program. This definition of 
baptism came with a very interesting word study that illustrates what God is about to do in the Church. 
There are two words closely related to baptism; Bapto and Baptizo. 


Baptizo {bap-tid'-zo} 

1) to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk) 

2) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one's self, 
bathe 


Bapto {bap'-to} 
1) to dip, dip in, immerse 
2) to dip into dye, to dye, color 


Not to be confused with baptizo. The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a 
text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B.C. It is a recipe for 
making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to make 
a pickle, the vegetable should first be ‘dipped’ (bapto) into boiling water and then ‘baptised! 
(baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. 
But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptising the vegetable, produces a 
permanent change. 


When used in the New Testament, this word more often refers to our union and identification 
with Christ than to our water baptism. E.g. Mark 16:16. 'He that believes and is baptised shall 
be saved’. Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. There must be a union 
with him, a real change, like the vegetable to the pickle! Bible Study Magazine, James 
Montgomery Boice, May 1989. 


The interesting idea here is that union with Christ is what He requires and when this is real, and not 
just a positive confession, there will come a real, permanent change in us. Like the vegetable is 
radically transformed, well so must we be transformed. 
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All the great moves of God in the past, including the book of Acts, have just been bapto's, temporary 
changes. The revivals of the past have had long term permanent effects of course but the awesome 
holiness, the irresistible power of the Lord has only lingered on for short periods. 


Even this refreshing called the new wine or the river is just a bapto. A bapto is the ankle deep water of 
the river. The knee deep and waist deep, the chest deep water is still a bapto. At these levels, you can 
always get back out of the water. When it gets over your head, it's baptizo. See Ezekiel 47:1-5. When 
you can no longer go on your own way, it's baptizo. When you have to change from walking to 
swimming, never to go back it's baptizo. It's a permanent change. It's the kingdom of God come into 
your life and you entering into the kingdom. It's the manifesting of the sons of God. 


Like the pickle is changed, we will take on the texture, the color, the taste and the aroma of the Lord 
God of Heaven. We will be like Him because we will see Him as He is. The world will forget what we 
were like before because they will see Jesus in us. That's what tabernacles is pointing us toward. 


The Earnest of the Spirit 
Another way to approach this is to look at what the scriptures say about the Giving of the Spirit. 


In Ephesians, it tells about being sealed by the Holy Spirit using the word earnest. 


Eph 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory. 


Eph 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. 


Second Corinthians also mentions the earnest of the Spirit. 


2Co 1:21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 
22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 


2Co 5:5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto 
us the earnest of the Spirit. 


So what exactly is an earnest anyway? Strong's lexicon gives this definition: 
Earnest - a pledge, i.e. part of the purchase-money or property given in advance as security for 
the rest. 


Microsoft Bookshelf [The American Heritage® Dictionary) gives this definition. 
Ear-nest (ar'nist) noun 

1. Money paid in advance as part payment to bind a contract or bargain. 

2. A token of something to come; a promise or an assurance. 


In other words, an earnest is a down payment. It's only part of the payment. And the early church 
receiving this partial payment in Acts 2 means that it was a partial fulfillment. 


The word for earnest is translated pledge in the Old Testament. 
Ge 38:18 And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy 
bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and 


she conceived by him. 


Easton's bible dictionary says this: 
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The Spirit is the earnest of the believer's destined inheritance (2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:14). 
The word thus rendered is the same as that rendered "pledge" in Gen. 38:17-20; "indeed, the 
Hebrew word has simply passed into the Greek and Latin languages, probably through 
commercial dealings with the Phoenicians, the great trading people of ancient days. Originally 
it meant no more than a pledge; but in common usage it came to denote that particular kind of 
pledge which is a part of the full price of an article paid in advance; and as it is joined with the 
figure of a seal when applied to the Spirit, it seems to be used by Paul in this specific sense." 
The Spirit's gracious presence and working in believers is a foretaste to them of the 
blessedness of heaven. God is graciously pleased to give not only pledges but foretastes of 
future blessedness. 


Ephesians 1:14 describes the Holy Spirit as the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of 
the purchased possession. As we are looking at the earnest meaning pledge or down payment, this 
tells us that the rest of the payment will come at the time of the redemption of the purchased 
possession. This is speaking of the redemption of the church by the full outpouring of the Spirit in the 
last days i.e. the End Times. 


Ac 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with 
his own blood 


The Promise of the Spirit of Truth 
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
show you things to come. 


The Promised pouring out of the Spirit 
Joe 2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the 
former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men Shall see visions: 
29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out my 
spirit. 


The Promise of a New Covenant 
Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 
32 Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although | 
was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 
33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 
34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 


This tells us of a new covenant that the Lord intends to make with his people. He will write his law in 
our hearts. And we shall all know Him. This is part of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Here is another description from Jeremiah 32. 
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Jer 32:40 And | will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from 
me. 


Here we see that this new covenant will make it so that his people will not depart from him. Ezekiel 
explains it this way: 
Eze 36:26 A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 


So here are three promises spoken of in the bible which we have tended to view separately. 

The Promise of the Spirit of Truth; The Promised pouring out of the Spirit; and The Promise 
of a New Covenant 

But actually these promises are all speaking about the same thing, just phrasing things differently. 


With that in mind, let's approach this question from another direction. We spoke earlier of the natural 
man and spiritual man. The natural man cannot know the deeper things of God because they are 
spiritual things and the Spirit of God must reveal them to him. The spiritual man however has ability to 
know these things because the Spirit leads him into knowledge of the truth. So today's born again 
Christian, especially those with those who call themselves spirit filled consider themselves spiritual 
men, able to understand the word. Yet they can't ever agree! They have forgotten something! Isaiah 8 
tells us that the word is a sealed book even to the Christian. 


Isa 8:16 J Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 


The testimony or the law are synonyms for the word, and this tells us that it is a sealed book, even 
among the followers of the Lord. 


Consider these verses which speak of a sealed book [the bible]. 


Isa 29:11 And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, 
which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, | pray thee: and he saith, | 
cannot; for it is sealed: 


Da 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the 
end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

Da 12:9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end. 


The book is sealed till the time of the end, and you can find it in revelation 5 depicted as the book with 
seven seals. 
Re 5:1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on 
the backside, sealed with seven seals. 


So we are saying that the books, that is the books of the bible are sealed till the time of the end. And 
no wonder they are sealed! Since it requires the Spirit to understand the Bible, it requires the 
outpouring of the Spirit to unseal the books. 


We know that in the end times, the spirit will be poured out and also that the book will be opened in 
that day. Let's make the obvious connection. We're talking about the same thing here, just using 
different wording. For now, we know in part and prophesy in part, because we have a part of the spirit. 
This image of the book in the right hand of him that sat on the throne, a book written within and on 
the backside, should tell us something similar. The only part of the book that can be read is the 'back 
side’; the rest is hidden. Likewise we can know only a small portion of the deeper meaning of the 
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bible, without the full pouring out of the Spirit. 


Now let's look at this from still another direction. Earlier, in speaking about the gift of the Spirit, we 
quoted from first Corinthians. 


1 Co 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God. 

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even 
so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind 
of Christ. 


Now looking at the first two verses of that selection we read: 


1 Co 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God. 


Are we at a place where we can honestly say that God has revealed the things he has prepared for us 
that love him? Look at the final verse quoted above: 


16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind 
of Christ. 


Are we at a place where we can honestly say that we have the mind of Christ? If not then we must 
consider this passage of scripture to be unfulfilled. Even though all the verb tenses are past or 
present, it is written from a future viewpoint. The truths and attitudes expressed here can only come 
having already experienced the fulfillment of the promise. They apply to the end time church for whom 
the books are open and the understanding is granted. 


Here is another passage which is written in the present tense yet actually speaks of a future 
occurrence, a promise yet unfulfilled. 


Romans 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 


Once again this brings me back to our original question. 


"If the bible says that the Holy Spirit will lead you into all truth, and you people claim to have the 
Holy Spirit, why is it that you can't ever agree on anything?" 


Have we managed to answer this in any way? We can note that the easiest thing for a Christian to do 
is find the speck in his brother's eye. We can say that our claim to the Holy Spirit is a bit exaggerated. 
It's like the juvenile son of a rich man, who only gets a small allowance till he reaches maturity, yet 

boasts of having the entire fortune at his disposal. If this is the case, there is another claim we need to 
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make, and another fact we need to own up to. 


The inability to agree, and the great confusion that results from that is of the nature of Babylon. In fact 
Babylon means confusion. What we need to own up to is exactly what Daniel prayed when he was in 
Babylon. 


Daniel 9:8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our 
fathers, because we have sinned against thee. 
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Why I Am Not Praying For Obama 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


November 9, 2008 


In the musical Fiddler On The Roof, there is a point where the village rabbi is asked to pray for 
the Russian Tsar, their oppressor. What he comes up with is a sort of politically correct bit of lip 
service and sarcasm. He says: 

May The Lord God bless and keep the Tsar - - - far from our village. 


In the aftermath of this election, much of the leadership is calling us to pray for Obama as we are 
commanded to in the word. So how can | have a problem with that, you may ask? 


| feel we must consider the whole counsel of God. In other words it also says in the word to pray the 
prayer of faith, and that without faith, it is impossible to please him. 


It also says that the word must be mixed with faith to be profitable, and that faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word. The word | am hearing is to cry for mercy. 


If I am praying dry legalistic prayers, and do not have unfeigned faith, then I’m just making a lot of 
noise. | am become as sounding brass or tinkling cymbal. 
And whatever is not of faith is sin. 


James 5:15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and 
if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 


Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 


Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 


Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 


1 Timothy 1:5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a 
good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: 


1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, | am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 


Romans 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 


Summary 
To be brutally honest, | am not walking in pure charity. And | do not have the faith to pray as we are 
being told it’s our responsibility to pray for our rulers. So why should | pretend? 
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Why I Don't Do Conspiracies 


Bill Somers 


Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 


My approach on the End Time Prophetic Vision website is to focus on what God is doing and not 
what the enemy is up to. That’s why you will find little if any material on the identity of the anti-christ, or 
the mark of the beast. The same goes for the conspiracies: the new world order and the Illuminati and 
such. We also avoid occult topics and weird supernatural goings on like UFO's and the nephilim. 


We feel that all this stuff is just the 'words of the strongman’ who wants to put people in fear. Whose 
report will you believe? Believe not the ‘evil report’. We will believe the report of the Lord, and he says 
Fear Not! Did you know that the exact phrase fear not is found is 63 verses in the KJV bible. And 
besides when we study the conspiracies to gain understanding of how to pray, isn’t this leaning on our 
own understanding? 


Now let's look at what can happen to those who follow after the evil report. 


Numbers 13:30-32 

30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess 
it; for we are well able to overcome it. 

31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for 
they are stronger than we. 

32 And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children 
of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up 
the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 


Deuteronomy 1:27-30 

27 And ye murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD hated us, he hath brought 
us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 
28 Whither shall we go up? our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people 
is greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover we 
have seen the sons of the Anakims there. 

29 Then I said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them. 

30 The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to all that 
he did for you in Egypt before your eyes; 


Now the evil report may well seem to be true, but the report of the Lord is that He can make a way 
where there is no way, and we will trust in Him! 


The Conspiracy Theory 
A conspiracy theory takes the other approach and if you fall for it, your confession may well turn out to 
be: our brethren have discouraged our heart! 


The Wikipedia says this: 
A conspiracy theory usually attributes the ultimate cause of an event or chain of events (usually 
political, social, pop cultural or historical events), or the concealment of such causes from 
public knowledge, to a secret, and often deceptive plot by a group of powerful or influential 
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people or organizations. Many conspiracy theories imply that major events in history have been 
dominated by conspirators who manipulate political happenings from behind the scenes. 


A Look At The Conspiracy Artist 

The conspiracy artist preaches to those who want to believe in the conspiracy, so he is relieved of the 
burden of proof. He can make any outrageous claim he feels like, and it is never questioned by his 
dedicated audience. 


He operates in a spirit of pride, pride in knowing. Also he uses an appeal to the pride of his readers 
or listeners, letting them feel that the average person is just an ignorant or apathetic boob, while we 
who are aware of this conspiracy are really the only ones in the know. Implying that we are better than 
the average Joe. We have inside knowledge. We are special. 


The bible warns us about pride that comes from knowing things, or from thinking we know things. 


1 Corinthians 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have 
knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. 


The conspiracy artist has a wide range of tools to use in his craft. For example, appeals to pride, and 
arrogance. He makes full use of: accusations, slander, exaggeration, innuendos or derogatory 
insinuations; rumors, misquotations, half truths, dubious statistics and outright lies. Logical fallacies 
such as invalid conclusions, jumping to conclusions and wild generalizations are his stock in trade. A 
common tactic is the 'argument from authority’. This is where you are told to accept someone's 
opinion because just they are an expert in some area. This is a way of bypassing the need to prove 
what you claim. 


They will make long lists of items with even the remotest connection to their subject. The longer the 
better, so the reader is overwhelmed by what they claim to be a body of evidence. And if the reader 
thinks about checking the facts, it's hard to tell where to start, even if there were an easy way to verify 
what is being claimed. Great use is made of words with negative connotations: alleged, supposed, 
so-called and so on are used to imply falsehood. They ignore any contradictory data. Some of what 
they say will be true, but the level of mixture is usually pretty high. 


Blaming It All On Them 

Another tactic of the conspiracy artist is placing blame on some whipping boy, or large organization, 
or secret society. The oil companies are to blame for high energy costs for example. Frequently these 
boogie men are also accused of attempted secrecy. The conspiracy artist will make himself look and 
his readers are assured that he is presenting facts that 'they don't want you to know." Or they will tell 
you that the government or news media is lying about something. But the last person they will blame is 
the devil. 


All Eyes On Man 

To get your eyes away from Jesus, every freak event in nature is somehow caused by man. One of the 
recent disaster movies made plain statement that 'Global Warming is not an act of God, it's caused by 
man!' They will find a way to blame even seismic events on man. Astronomical events are of course 
blamed on Planet X! God is never taken into consideration. 


Finally, as you look into a number of conspiracy sites on the web, you will find a fair number of them 
are anti-semitic, blaming the conspiracy on the Jews. Here is what the Wikipedia says on this point. 


Anti-Semitism and conspiracy theories 
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The contemporary form of anti-Semitism is identified in Britannica 1911 as a conspiracy theory 
serving the self-understanding of the European aristocracy, whose social power waned with 
the rise of bourgeois society. 

Antisemitic conspiracy theories have been conceived throughout history. According to Kenneth 
S. Stern, 

"Historically, Jews have not fared well around conspiracy theories. Such ideas fuel anti- 
Semitism. The myths that Jews killed Christ, or poisoned wells, or killed Christian children to 
bake matzo, or "made up" the Holocaust, or plot to control the world, do not succeed each 
other; rather, the list of anti-Semitic canards gets longer. The militia movement today believes 
in the conspiracy theory of the Protocols, even if some call it something else and never mention 
Jews. From the perspective of history, we know that this is the type of climate in which anti- 
Semitism can grow." 


Some justify involvement with conspiracy theories by claiming that we need to know what is really 
going on in the world. But what is really going on in the world doesn't matter! What we really need to 
know is found in these verses: 


Matthew 8:24-26 

24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered 
with the waves: but he was asleep. 

25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. 

26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and 
rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. 


Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee. 


Philippians 4:7-9 

7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: 
and the God of peace shall be with you. 


Romans 16:20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 


2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind. 


Ephesians 5:12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in 
secret. 


Isaiah 8:11-13 “For the Lord spoke this to me with a strong hand, and he instructed me that | 
should not walk in the way of this people saying, “Do not say, “A conspiracy”, to all them to 
whom this people shall say, “A conspiracy”, neither fear you their fears, nor be afraid.” 
Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.” 
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What Is Really Going On 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


July 20, 2008 


This past week a reader wrote in and expressed astonishment at the level and nature of the 
accusations coming out against the Lakeland Outpouring. They wrote that some of what is being said 
is really over the top, even outright lies. 


So what is really going on to produce such a surge of criticism? To put it briefly, 
The Devil is Hoppin’ Mad, that’s what. 


This year the Jewish Passover took place on April 20, 2008. This was also the time when a major 
event took place in the heavenlies. 


Now many writers are speaking of the church turning a corner, entering a new phase or era, or making 
a great transition. Here are a couple for example. There are many others. 
Lakeland - Transition Church Age To Kingdom Age Clay Sikes Jun 17, 2008 


The Kingdom Age The Fulfillment Of The Church Kriston Couchey July 20, 2008 


Lakeland And His Kingdom Deborah Cozzetti 05/27/08 


In his article posted on the Day of Passover, Revival And Healing In Florida Todd Bentley 04/20/08, 
Todd had this to say. 


Written April 16, 2008 
Dear Friends, 


As | write this, just two hours ago at 2pm, the Glory fell on me; I've been weeping and praying 
about what is happening here in Florida. | honestly have never felt such a manifest presence. 
People are saying they feel the glory 10 miles away from the meetings, it's that tangible. 


Bentley also made reference to a Prophetic Word Spoken over Todd Bentley and the Nations by Rob 
DeLuca of New Zealand from March 8, 2008. Rob said about Todd: 


| see something BIG in Florida. Then | saw the Lord turning you into a human nail, you know, 
like a spike nail. | saw the hand of God, | saw the Father hit this hammer and it hit you and it 
went straight into the ground of Florida. | saw a scroll attached to this nail and it said, "The 
Kingdom of God has now come." 


In another posting on the same day, River of Fire being Released Christine Beadsworth wrote this: 


Apr 18, 2008 
Dear saints 
Recently, in worship, | saw a river approaching very fast and it was burning with fire. The 
outpouring is one of both fire and Spirit-empowered water of the Word in a way never before 
seen in church as we know it. 

She went on to say: 


While watching the meeting on 17th April via the internet (www.freshfire.ca) in Lakeland, 
Florida with evangelist Todd Bentley, the Spirit of the Lord spoke a message through me to the 
Body of Christ and His Bride. He is doing a new thing in the earth. We have not 
experienced this before. Rivers are springing up in the desert, deep hidden reserves of the 
revelation of Christ and His glory are being released from within the Rock and the latter rain 
is being released from heaven simultaneously. 
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She also gave a spoken prophecy that was posted the following week. River Of Fire Christine 
Beadsworth 04/28/08, which said: 


April 17, 2008 

(This is pertaining to the revival that's happening in FL via Todd Bentley) The Lord says, you 
call this revival and you call this a new visitation but | say unto you, this is not a visitation, this 
is habitation! For | the Lord, will dwell in the midst of My people and | shall be a wall of fire 
round about her and | shall be the glory in the midst of her for | have come on the throne of My 
glory with My many angels and | am separating the sheep from the goats, says the Lord, and 
for those who are the sheep who have followed My voice and who know Me. | say to you, 
inherit the kingdom that was prepared for you from before the foundation of the world 


Then in May, Christine wrote the following. 


Witness For The Prosecution? 


Christine Beadsworth 
May 15, 2008 


Rev 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come Salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of 
our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 


When the accuser of the brethren is cast down, the kingdom of God comes on the scene in 
power. This verse tells us that Satan accuses the brethren day and night before the throne. The 
only way he is able to do that is by finding someone in the Body who is willing to voice his 
accusation. 


It is time for the unmasking of the accuser of the brethren in the midst of the Body of Christ. He 
is not wearing horns and a forked tail. He is dressed in the most respectable religious garment 
and is often heard at prayer meetings saying “thank you Lord that | am not like other men...” He 
is always praying ‘them versus us’ kind of prayers, pointing fingers at sectors of the Body that 
are in some way spiritually inferior. Are you willing to cast him down? 


Then on July 9 came a very interesting revelation via Mitt Jeffords. 
Lakeland - 7 Seals - The Revelation of Jesus Christ Mitt Jeffords 07/09/08 


Mitt went to Lakeland to see for himself what was happening. Here are a couple quotes from his 
article. 


Once | arrived back from Lakeland, | began to seek and ask the Lord for understanding of this 
dream, and why did he give it to me in Lakeland. The first thing the Lord said to me was this: 
“Judgment has now begun in the house of the Lord”. | then said: “Judgment? What kind 
of judgment?” In the three days that | was there in Lakeland, and in the many times that | had 
watched this revival on God TV since, | did not see or perceive that | was witnessing anything 
that resembled what | would call “the judgment of the Lord”. Then the Lord said, “Where are my 
prophets and my apostles who understand judgment, seeing that this is the hour that | have 
appointed to judge the house of God? This is the hour that my people, from the least to the 
greatest, are going to be judged on how they see and on what they have believed concerning 
me; for this is the hour of the “Revelation of Jesus Christ’; the revelation that is going to 
judge my church. Do you see me? Do you know me? Do you believe on me? Have you seen 
me in Lakeland? 


This is the hour of fear and dread; for this is the hour that Satan and all his demons have 
feared and dreaded since the beginning. Satan and his demons have known from the 
beginning that their kingdom would only be allowed to continue in this fallen world until | 
returned in the fullness of the glory of my Father's love; that which the revelation of Jesus Christ 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


is bringing on earth. This is the hour that the revelation of Jesus Christ is going to judge the 
kingdom of Darkness, to destroy it. This is the hour that the Darkness of all vanity and lies is 
going to be revealed by the Light. This is the hour that many will run from my face rather than 
repent. | tell you that my people may not yet fully understand and comprehend what has 
started in Lakeland, but Satan and his demons certainly do. It is for this reason that 
Satan has now been stirred up to come forth against the inhabitants of the earth with 
wrath, and against the saints to conquer them with deceitful lies. That which | have 
begun in Lakeland is not just a healing outpouring and neither is it just a revival, but this is the 
opening of the first of the seven seals, that which will begin to finish the victory that started 
when my Father's love sent me into this world. The revelation of Jesus Christ brings forth 
the revelation of God; and the revelation of God brings forth the kingdom of God; and 
the kingdom of God brings forth the demise and end of the kingdom of this fallen 
world. Just as light brings forth a demise of the darkness, so also does “seeing” bring forth the 
demise of blindness, and so also will righteousness bring forth an end to sin. Blessed are all 
those who will see me, receive me, and believe on me in this hour, for they shall be filled with 
the glorious revelation of Jesus Christ. Woe to those who see, then reject and scorn the 
revelation of Father’s love that has now begun, for they shall be filled with same fear and dread 
as their father the Devil is filled with. 


All of these articles and prophecies mention several themes that are closely related. The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ, the Latter Rain, The Kingdom of God and so on. 

Notice that Rob DeLucca mentioned "The Kingdom of God has now come.” This is just what is 
said in the verse Christine quoted 


Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 


This puts us squarely in the middle of the Book of The Revelation of Jesus Christ. Lets look at the rest 
of that chapter. 


Revelation 12:10-17 

10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come Salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the 
earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because 
he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 

13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which 
brought forth the man child. 

14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the 
wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from 
the face of the serpent. 

15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might 
cause her to be carried away of the flood. 

16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the 
flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. 

17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 
seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 


So what is happening now is seen in verse 12. 
Revelation 12:12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the 


inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


Saying the devil is having great wrath is the same as saying he is hoppin’ mad. So what does he do? 
Check out verse 15. 


Revelation 12:15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, 
that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. 


Now remember any thing that comes out of Satan’s mouth is going to be a lie. So what is really going 
on is that he is casting out of his mouth a flood of lies, accusations and slander. 


Now it seems that there are some who have issues with Todd Bentley. 

Or there are some who have issues with Todd and his mentors Patricia King and Bob Jones. 
Then there are some who also have problems with the apostolic elders who have endorsed Todd; 
Peter Wagner, Bill Johnson, John Arnott, and Che Ahn. 

Of Course there are some who have issues with the entire prophetic movement. 

And some have issues with the entire Charismatic movement. 

Some have a problem with the complete Pentecostal movement. 

Others have issues with the whole evangelical movement. 

Some have a problem with the protestant reformation. 

Some have issues with all of Christianity; Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox and whatever else. 
Others have problems with all of the Judaeo-Christian culture; Judaism and Christianity. 

And some have issues with all of humanity. This goes back to Genesis 1 when God said this: 


Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 


So it’s no wonder that these same have issues with healing the sick, raising the dead, cleansing the 
leper and casting out devils. 


Starting with Todd Bentley, we have traced back an ever widening group till we see all the human 
race, with good old Todd at the point of the spear. This means the Todd is God’s point man of the 
hour. And just as in actual ground combat, the point man is the one out front taking the hits. Initials TB 
could well stand for ‘Targeted Big-Time.’ Then good old Todd needs prayer covering, big time. 


So let us agree with the word of God, that the accuser of our brethren is cast down. 


Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 


This version of Total HTML Converter is unregistered. 


What Is The Latter Rain Anyway 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


www.etpv.org 
March 4, 2009 


Isaiah 45:11 Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things 
to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. 


John 16:24-25 

24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full. 

25 These things have | spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no 
more speak unto you in proverbs, but | shall shew you plainly of the Father. 


What is the Latter Rain? 
Briefly, the Latter Rain is the Holy Spirit coming down, without measure, on God’s people in the end 
times just preceding the Harvest. 


The great Pentecostal Movement or revival began in 1901. There have been three teachings or 
doctrines closely connected with this movement. They are known as the Latter Rain, the Manchild, and 
the Manifested Sons teachings. Some refer to these as Pentecostal Theology. 


We have focused on the Manchild at ETPV lately. Now | want to look at the Latter Rain. | have written a 
lot about it already, and believe it is more comprehensive and foundational. Later we'll look at the 
Manifested Sons. 


| considered doing a study giving the historical background and development of these teachings. But 
as | looked into it, most of the material | found was hostile, and confusing. Many sources in the internet 
consider these teachings to be among the blackest of heresies. While there is some interesting 
writing available on these topics, making sense of it all was just confusing. So we are just going to 
look at what the Bible says, and share as the Holy Spirit has given us understanding. 


The Harvest 
Matthew 13:39 ... the harvest is the end of the world; .... 
The first mention of Harvest is found in Genesis. 


Genesis 1:11-13 

11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 

13 And the evening and the morning were the third day. 


The Last mention is in Revelation 14. 
Revelation 14:15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him 


that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for 
the harvest of the earth is ripe. 
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Hebrew definitions from Strongs show the former rain to mean the autumn showers and the latter rain 
to be the spring rains. Also the spring harvests are connected with the spring feasts. Passover is the 
time of Barley harvest and Pentecost is the time of the wheat harvest. 


So the idea of latter rain is connected to the harvest as it comes later in the Jewish secular year. It is 
also linked to the idea of the latter days. Strongs gives last days or end days as synonyms. 


To sum this up, the Lord is using a figure of speech here. There is a comparison or analogy between 
the agricultural harvest and the spiritual harvest. Just as liter rainfall of water is needed for crops to 
ripen and be ready to harvest, so there is a need for a full pouring out of the Holy Spirit for harvest of 
souls to be made ready. So any place where the latter rain is mentioned in the bible has a spiritual 
application to the end time harvest of souls. 


First let’s look at the scriptures which directly mention latter rain. 


Deuteronomy 11:14 That I will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain 
and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil. 


The Latter Rain enables the harvest. 

Here we note first of all that the rain comes in a due season. Secondly the Rain makes it possible to 
gather in the crops. And thirdly they are said to be corn, wine and oil. The Corn the Oil and the Wine 
are mentioned together in 18 old testament verses. In other verses, bread of wheat occurs instead of 
corn which can mean any kind of grain. There is a spiritual meaning to each of these. The clue is 
found in Psalm 104. 


Psalms 104:15 And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to 
shine, and bread which strengtheneth man's heart. 


Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. The application of oil is anointing and forms the meaning of Messiah 
or Christ, The Anointed. Wine that makes us glad, speaks of the Joy of the Lord. And bread, made 
from grain, speaks of the word of God, the Lord Jesus who is the bread come down from heaven. So 
our quote from Deuteronomy 11 is telling us that God will provide us the Joy of the Lord, The Word of 
the Lord, and the Power [anointing] of the Lord in our harvest time. 


Job 29:23 And they waited for me as for the rain; and they opened their mouth wide as for the 
latter rain. 


The Latter Rain is the promise of the Father, that all the nations will be blessed. 


Luke 24:49 And, behold, | send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 


Here God is telling us that to wait on the Lord is to wait on the Latter Rain, which is to say, He is the 
Latter Rain. 


Proverbs 16:15 In the light of the king's countenance is life; and his favour is as a cloud of 
the latter rain. 


Here God is saying the Latter Rain is having favor with God, and having his face to shine on us 
bringing life. 


Repentance is required. 


Jeremiah 3:1-4 

1 They say, If aman put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, 
shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played 
the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD. 
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2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lien with. In the 
ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land 
with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness. 

3 Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou 
hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed. 

4 Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth? 


Here God is saying that without repentance there will be no latter rain. 


Jeremiah 5:24 Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that 
giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed 
weeks of the harvest. 


The Latter Rain Is Fear Of The Lord 
And in Jeremiah, he is telling us that Fear of the Lord is to accompany the Latter Rain. 


Hosea 6:1-3 

1 Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight. 

3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. 


Judgment, Then Revival At A Set Time 

In Hosea, the Father is saying that judgment will come first, then revival. And that we must follow him to 
truly Know Him. The phrase his going forth is prepared as the morning speaks of his coming at a set 
time, a scheduled or appointed time, the fullness of time. Then he will come to us as the Latter Rain. 


Joel 2:23-25 

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given 
you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 

24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

25 And | will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the 
caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. 


The Latter Rain Is Harvest Plus Restoration 
Here in Joel, we see the Lord speaking of a Harvest of Corn, Oil and Wine; plus a restoration of all the 
enemy has stolen. And this is associated with the Latter Rain. 


Zechariah 10:1 Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall 
make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 


We Need To Ask For The Latter Rain 
Zechariah 10 is showing us we need to ask for the rain in the latter days. 


James 5:7-8 

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter rain. 

8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 


The Latter Rain Is The Coming Of The Lord Spiritually. 
James 5 gives us a Clear link between the Latter Rain, the Harvest and the Coming of the Lord. 
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Rain in General 
Now we'll look at some scripture using just Rain as a figure of the Holy Spirit instead of Latter Rain. 


A Rain Of Righteousness. 


Hosea 10:12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow 
ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you. 


First there is a mention of breaking fallow ground. This continues the agricultural parallel speaking of 
plowing up hard ground. But it is mainly speaking of righteousness and mercy. The rain to come down 
is not just water but the water of the Word. And the Word is The Lord; one of his names is the Lord our 
Righteousness. 


Psalms 72:1-7 

1 <A Psalm for Solomon.> Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto 
the king's son. 

2 He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment. 

3 The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness. 

4 He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall 
break in pieces the oppressor. 

5 They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth. 

7 In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon 
endureth. 


Righteousness And Peace 
This quote from Psalm 72 mentions righteousness and peace, which are aspects of the Kingdom of 
God. Also it compares the Lord coming down as rain or showers. 


Favor Of The King 


Proverbs 19:12 The king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the 
grass. 


Here the dew upon the grass, which is another form of water coming down, is compared to the favor 
of the King. 


Showers Of Blessing In His Season 


Ezekiel 34:26 And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will 
cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing. 


Here note the mention of the shower to come in his season, again speaking of an appointed time. 


Isaiah 32:15 Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful 
field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest. 


Acts 2:17-18 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 


Joel 2:28-29 
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your 
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sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions: 

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out my 
spirit. 


A New Covenant 


Jeremiah 31:31-33 

31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

32 Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although | 
was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 

33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the LORD, | will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 


Clothed With Righteousness 
The Latter Rain is a rain of righteousness. This is synonymous with Salvation. 
Let’s consider some verses relating to being clothed with righteousness or salvation. 


Psalms 132:13-16 

13 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. 

14 This is my rest for ever: here will | dwell; for | have desired it. 

15 I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 | will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 


2 Chronicles 6:41 Now therefore arise, O LORD God, into thy resting place, thou, and the ark 
of thy strength: let thy priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints 
rejoice in goodness. 


Revelation 12:10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 


Psalms 118:21-26 

21 I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. 

22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 

23 This is the LORD'S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save now, | beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 
26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the 
house of the LORD. 


Isaiah 61:10-11 

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are 
sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring 
forth before all the nations. 


Take note of how the mention of righteousness and salvation in these last 5 quotes is accompanied 
by mention of gladness, rejoicing and praise. 
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Putting On Christ The New Man 

The idea of being clothed with salvation is expressed in the following verses as putting on Christ or 
the New Man. He is the second man, the second Adam. When you put him on you become a new 
creation. 


Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof. 


Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
Ephesians 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness. 
There is much more that could be said. The Latter Rain relates to the river of God, the waters to swim 
in, the wind of the Spirit, and the Baptism of Fire. 


First Peter mentions salvation coming in the ‘Last Time’. 


1 Peter 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 


The Latter Rain is that Salvation. 


A Tale of Two Spirits 
Bill Somers 


Two Spirits At Work In The End Times. 


There will be two spirits at work in the end times; Spirit of Fear and the Holy Spirit of God. You will 
either yield to one or the other. 


It's the Spirit of Fear that Satan uses to keep men in bondage. 


Hebrews 2:14-15 

14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; 

15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 


Overcomers in these end times will be those who get the victory over this fear. Others will be subject 
to it. 


Luke 21:25-26 
25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 

Consider that men’s hearts fail them for fear because a Spirit of Fear abides in their hearts. 


The Holy Spirit of God delivers us from fear. 


Psalms 34:4 | sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 
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2 Timothy describes The Holy Spirit, given by God, as He gives the Kingdom. Power, Love and A 
Sound Mind stand out in great contrast to the Spirit of Fear. 


2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind. 


Luke 12:31-32 
31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 


We mention power as it is the power to obey and do the Lord’s will. The ability to prove what is that 
good and perfect, will of God is the same as ability to demonstrate the Kingdom of God. For to say, 
thy kingdom come means the same as thy will be done here on earth as it is in heaven. 


Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 


1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 
Sometimes this is spoken of as grace. The Holy Spirit is Grace or the Spirit of Grace. 
Philemon 1:25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 


Ephesians 1:2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Hebrews 10:29 ... the Spirit of grace .... 
We mention Love as it gives the Power to overcome fear. 


Romans 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 


1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 


How does perfect love cast out fear? The Lord does this by entering your heart, driving out fear and 
taking it’s place when you yield to him completely. He stands at the door and knocks. 


We mention having a Sound Mind. That is to have a mind transformed into the Mind of Christ. 


Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 


1 Corinthians 2:16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But 
we have the mind of Christ. 


The unsound mind is subject to fear, delusion and self destruction. 


2 Thessalonians 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: 


These are like the swine entered into by unclean spirits, they destroy themselves. 


Mark 5:13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and 
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entered into the swine [unclean persons]: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into 
the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 


In this verse from Mark 5, the phrase two thousand is a clue to an end time event, something to 
happen 2000 years later. 


Several of the epistles open with a salutation like this one from Ephesians. It’s the Lord’s prayer and 
will for us. 


Ephesians 1:2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Let’s yield to the Holy Spirit fully in these times. His grace will see us through any storm. 


2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my infirmities, that the 


power of Christ may rest upon me. 
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What Is The New Covenant 


Bill Somers 


Recently | saw an article where the writer was commenting on the problems with the modern church. 
One of these was the ‘clergy vs. lay people’ system. His thought was that the clergy/laity system in an 
unfortunate carryover from the old covenant to the new. That is the system was part of the practices of 
ancient Israel erroneously adopted by the early church. This of course assumes that ancient Israel was 
under the old covenant and the early church was under the new covenant. My thought is that you can 
just as easily see this as indicating that we are still under the old covenant, not the new. Now | 
realize that this can sound a bit radical. In fact it represents a great departure from traditional 
teachings. So for this article we are going to see what exactly the bible says on the new covenant and 
see if we are under it or not. 


The idea that is commonly taught is that the church began on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. When the 
Holy Spirit came, the new covenant took effect and we are no longer under the old testament and it’s 
law. We are said to be under grace. We need to look at that a lot closer to see what's really involved. 


The Millennial Kingdom 
Let’s take side trip here; another example of a common teaching that doesn’t hold up too well when 
closely examined. 


When Jesus returns to earth, he will set up his kingdom in Jerusalem, and reign for the next 
1000 years on the earth. This is the beginning of the millennium, which is the 7th millennium 
and the third day of prophecy. 


This is based on the following verse from Revelation 20. [The general context of Revelation 20:1-7 
describing things after Jesus’ return also supports this idea.] 


Revelation 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and | saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the 
word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. 


To see where this fails to hold up compare it to these following scriptural passages: 


Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 


This is saying his second coming will clearly be visible to all. 


Luke 17:20-21 

20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, 
he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 

21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 


And now this is saying that the Kingdom of God is not something visible but it’s within a person. 
Revelation 12:10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our 


brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 


And here it tells us the coming of the Kingdom is tied to events in Revelation 12, the birth of the man 
child and casting down of the accuser. It’s linked to salvation. 


1 Peter 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 
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revealed in the last time. 
And it’s linked to strength and ‘the power of his Christ’; it’s the day of thy power from Psalms 110. 


Psalms 110:2-3 

2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine 
enemies. 

3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the 
womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 


The kingdom of God, then is not something visible, as the Second Coming of Jesus will be. And it 
comes at a point in time earlier than the Second Coming. So this common teaching about the 
Kingdom being set up when Jesus returns in Revelation 20 does not hold to further examination of the 
scriptures. 


Understanding prophecy about the end times depends on your understanding the usage of God’s 
prophetic week, where the third day is also the seventh millennium, or the millennium. As you 
search the scriptures you can find there are a great many references to this. [See my article 
Rethinking the Millennium.] Some are direct and others allegorical. Many of these describe things 
that must happen in that day or on the third day, before Jesus returns. One of these is the new 
testament. 


Where We Are Going 
Now just to make it perfectly clear what we are trying to show here, I'll spell it out carefully before 
getting into it any farther. 


The Christian church operates under the idea that we are under the New Testament or the New 
Covenant. And that the old Testament or covenant was only with ancient Israel. We assume that the 
new testament took effect with the death and resurrection of Jesus. This is based on scripture such as 
these: 


Luke 22:20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my 
blood, which is shed for you. 


Hebrews 10:12-14 

12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 
hand of God; 

13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 

14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 


What we want to show here is that the New Covenant does not take effect until the end times. 
Therefore the church is still under the old covenant law, not new covenant grace. Of course this 
depends on what you mean by saying ‘under a covenant’. The basic idea is that under the old 
covenant means under the law. Under the new covenant means under grace. 


Salvation Under The Old Covenant 
One problem with our current view is how did someone get saved under the old covenant, since we 
know that no one can be saved by works of the law as we see by these verses following. 


Hebrews 10:4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 


Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 


So knowing this, how could someone be saved in old testament times, before the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Under the Law, the old covenant, no one could be saved. And if the new 
testament has not taken effect, then how can anyone be saved? We read in Romans 4 as follows. 
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Romans 4:2-3 

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 
3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. 


Salvation By Faith 

Abraham was justified or made righteous by faith. He believed God. His faith was in the promises of 
God. Even though he had no knowledge of Jesus Christ, somehow the ‘faith of Jesus Christ’ is part of 
the promises of God. Hebrews 11, the faith chapter, mentions Abraham and the long list of faithful 
ones. It tells us they had faith in the promises but never received them during their life times. 


Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 


Hebrews 11:39-40 

39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 
40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made 
perfect. 


In Genesis 49, Jacob says this. 
Genesis 49:18 | have waited for thy salvation, O LORD. 


The word for salvation in Hebrew is Y’shua, the name of Jesus! The same word is used here in Isaiah 
56. 


Isaiah 56:1 Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is 
near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed. 


The word Christ means the Messiah; that is the anointed or consecrated one. So we are saved by 
faith in Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah. Or we are saved by faith in the promises of God just as 
faithful Abraham. 


So you can be under the law, but not saved by the law. But you can be under the law, and saved by 
faith in the promises. We are also told we are saved by grace. Can you be under the law and under 
grace at the same time? Let’s look at what Ephesians 2 say. 


Ephesians 2:5-9 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: 

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus. 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 


Here the idea of salvation, as a gift of God, is conveyed by the key phrase For by grace are ye saved 
through faith. So there are three ideas here Grace, Faith, and being Saved. They are related but not 
identical. The relationships between the New covenant, and the promises of God, and being under 
grace are quite involved and require especially close examination. We will try to lay out the important 
scripture for you as we go along. You'll find that the new covenant is not always described in exactly 
the same way whenever it’s mentioned. And that there will be places where it’s referred to but not 
expressly called a new covenant yet the idea is the same. 


The New Covenant In The Old Testament, The Hebrew Part Of The Bible. 
The first place you find it called a new covenant is Jeremiah 31. 
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Jeremiah 31:31-34 

31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

32 Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that | took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I 
was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 

33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the LORD, | will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more. 


There are several important things to notice here. 

Verse 32 is careful to make it clear that this new covenant is clearly different than the one God made 
after the exodus on Mt. Sinai. 

Next the use of the phrase After those days is a clue that he is talking about the end times. 

Thirdly he lists several key features of the new covenant. These help us identify and define it. 

1. the law will be put into us and written in our hearts 

2. He will be our God, and we, his people 

3. We all shall know him 

4. He will forgive our wickedness and forget our sin. 


While the new covenant is first so called in Jeremiah 31, we find mention of the same idea way back 
in Deuteronomy. You can refer to this article by Barbara Di Gilio who provides some interesting ideas 
on this subject. Did God Give Moses Two Covenants? Barbara Di Gilio - 
http://www.mayimhayim.org/Moses2.htm 


We said above that God is careful to make it clear that this new covenant is clearly different than the 
one he made with Israel on Mt. Sinai [Horeb] after they left Egypt. Here is a mention of it in 
Deuteronomy 5. 


Deuteronomy 5:1-6 

1 And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and 
judgments which | speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do 
them. 

2 The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 

3 The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us 
here alive this day. 

4 The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire, 

5 (I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the word of the LORD: for ye 
were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying, 

6 | am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage. 


He is talking about the old covenant here and makes it clear that this is not the covenant made with 
the Fathers, i.e. the patriarchs. This covenant was only with those who were at Mt. Sinai when He 
came down and the mountain burned with fire. Moses is speaking these words to Israel after they 
have completed their 40 years wandering and are then encamped in Moab. They are just about to 
cross the Jordan and enter the promised land. At this point God makes a second covenant with them. 
And this time there are a couple important differences. 


Deuteronomy 29:10-15 

10 Ye stand this day all of you before the LORD your God; your captains of your tribes, your 
elders, and your officers, with all the men of Israel, 

11 Your little ones, your wives, and thy stranger that is in thy camp, from the hewer of thy 
wood unto the drawer of thy water: 
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12 That thou shouldest enter into covenant with the LORD thy God, and into his oath, which 
the LORD thy God maketh with thee this day: 

13 That he may establish thee to day for a people unto himself, and that he may be unto 
thee a God, as he hath said unto thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

14 Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath; 

15 But with him that standeth here with us this day before the LORD our God, and also with 
him that is not here with us this day: 


Let’s make note of some key elements here. 

1. Those entering into the covenant include the strangers in the camp, i.e. some gentiles. 

2. This is a covenant entered into on that day especially 

3. He will be our God, and we, his people 

4. This covenant contains the same promises as he swore to the fathers 

5. This covenant is not exclusively with just those present there at that time but with others as well. 


Then in the following chapter a promise is spelled out. 


Deuteronomy 30:6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy 
seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest 
live. 


Here he is saying something about operating on our hearts. He promises to put the Law in our hearts. 
See how the law is expressed here: “love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul”. This is just what Jesus is saying in Matthew 22. 


Matthew 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 


Another aspect of the new covenant is spelled out by the final phrase in verse 6, that thou mayest live. 
This new covenant imparts life, the old one, only death. 


This covenant given in Moab, [seed of the father], is the same new covenant the mentioned in 
Jeremiah, except that in Jeremiah he says ‘after those days.’ So what is he getting at here? Lets look 
at the full context or our quote from Deuteronomy 30 


Deuteronomy 30:1-6 

1 And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the 
curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, 
whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee, 

2 And shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that | 
command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; 

3 That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and 
will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered 
thee. 

4 If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD 
thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: 

5 And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou 
shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. 

6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 


Verse 6 here contains the promise of the new covenant. The previous 5 verses put the fulfillment of 
that promise clearly into the end times. Then Israel will return to him when He gathers Israel from the 
nations and redeems Jacob from his troubles. This also is clearly an end time context. 


There is also some prophetic typology here. Israel’s crossing the Jordan, and entering the promised 
land is a prophetic picture of the end times. This has been widely recognized. We won't go into details 
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on that topic here. The key point is that this Covenant given in Moab includes the promise of the New 
Covenant. And secondly that it comes at time that prophetically speaks of entering the end times. 


The promise to the fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was a promise of inheriting the Land. And it 
was a promise of a blessing to all the nations. Prophetically, entering the land of promise speaks of 
entering the time and place of the blessing. The time is the end times and the place of the blessing is 
Mount Zion. 


In the article we did on the feast of tabernacles, [Tabernacles by Bill Somers] we noted that when 
Moses came down from Sinai the second time he has the second set of stone tables with him. This is 
prophetic of the second or new covenant. The same holds true here speaking of the covenant given in 
Moab. It too speaks of the new covenant given to the Israelites as they enter the promised land, the 
end times. 


Looking ahead in Jeremiah, we see the new covenant described again. 


Jeremiah 32:40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that | will not turn away 
from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart 
from me. 


Here the key aspects are these. 

1. The new covenant is an everlasting one, not one that will pass away 
2. The Lord will not turn away from us 

3. He will do us good 

4. He will impart his fear, the Fear of the Lord into us with the result that 
5. We shall not depart from him. 


The Fear of the Lord is one feature of the Holy Spirit as spelled out in Isaiah 11. 


Isaiah 11:2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD; 


Then in Isaiah 59 the covenant is mentioned again. 


Isaiah 59:19-21 

19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of 
the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a 
standard against him. 

20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in 
Jacob, saith the LORD. 

21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, 
and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth 
and for ever. 


This passage from Isaiah is the one quoted in Romans 11 which tells us that the promise of this 
covenant will be fulfilled in the end times when the fullness of the Gentiles comes in. 


Romans 11:25-27 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 


So once again the scripture is saying the new covenant takes effect in the end times. 
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Ezekiel 36 has this to say about it. 


Ezekiel 36:24-28 

24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land. 

25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will | cleanse you. 

26 A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and | will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 

27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 

28 And ye shall dwell in the land that | gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and | 
will be your God. 


Lets list the key elements here: 

1. The lord gathers his people from all countries 

2. He cleanses us from our sin 

3, He gives us a new heart and a new spirit 

4. He puts his Spirit within us to cause us to obey his law 

5. He gives us the promised land 

6. He will be our God and we, his people. 

Now in this case it’s clearly stated that he puts his Spirit in His people. 


Much of this is repeated here in Ezekiel 37. 


Ezekiel 37:19-28 

19 Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | will take the stick of Joseph, which is 
in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even 
with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. 

20 And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before their eyes. 

21 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | will take the children of Israel 
from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring 
them into their own land: 

22 And | will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king 
Shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided 
into two kingdoms any more at all: 

23 Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detestable 
things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will save them out of all their dwelling places, 
wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be 
their God. 

24 And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: 
they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. 

25 And they shall dwell in the land that | have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your 
fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their 
children's children for ever: and my servant David shall be their prince for ever. 

26 Moreover | will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them: and | will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of 
them for evermore. 

27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, | will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 

28 And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall 
be in the midst of them for evermore. 


One added feature is that he will set his sanctuary or tabernacle in the midst of his people forever. 
This is mentioned in Revelation 21:3, an end time context. 


Revelation 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 
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shall be with them, and be their God. 
Ezekiel 39 also pertains to the new covenant, though it’s not specifically mentioned. 


Ezekiel 39:25-29 

25 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Now will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have 
mercy upon the whole house of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name; 

26 After that they have borne their shame, and all their trespasses whereby they have 
trespassed against me, when they dwelt safely in their land, and none made them afraid. 

27 When I have brought them again from the people, and gathered them out of their 
enemies’ lands, and am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations; 

28 Then shall they know that | am the LORD their God, which caused them to be led into 
captivity among the heathen: but | have gathered them unto their own land, and have left 
none of them any more there. 

29 Neither will | hide my face any more from them: for | have poured out my spirit upon the 
house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD. 


So far we have seen several places where the new covenant is linked to imparting the Holy Spirit. This 
last one from Ezekiel spells it out clearly in verse 29. 


Joel chapter 2 also prophesies that the Lord will pour out his spirit in the end times. This was 
foreshadowed by a partial fulfillment in Acts 2. 


Joel 2:28-32 

28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men Shall see visions: 

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out my 
spirit. 

30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke. 

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the LORD come. 

32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 
delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, 
and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call. 


Hebrews 8 has a long passage which is quoting from Jeremiah 31. 


Hebrews 8:6-13 

6 But now hath he [Jesus] obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the 
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the 
second. 

8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 

9 Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day when I took them by 
the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, 
and | regarded them not, saith the Lord. 

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and | will be to them a 
God, and they shall be to me a people: 

11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 
Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 

12 For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will | 
remember no more. 

13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and 
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waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 


This last verse 13 here mentions that the new covenant makes the first one old and ready to vanish 
away. But this also carries the idea that the old covenant is still in effect until the new one comes in, 
which means it’s still in effect now! 


The Promise to The Fathers 
In Galatians the Lord speaks about the promises to the patriarchs and then relates them to the new 
covenant. First look back at the promise in Genesis. 


In Genesis 12 the Lord makes a multi part promise to Abraham. 


Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed. 


Notice the final part of that promise, the blessing to all the earth. Galatians 3 makes reference to it as 
follows. 


Galatians 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness. 

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 

8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall 
live by faith. 


Here the meaning of the blessing is spelled out. That God would justify the heathen by faith. Also in 
verse 8, this promise is described as the gospel! [In old testament texts you will find the phrase glad 
tidings.] 


The gospel, then is a promise to the nations that they would be justified and receive this blessing, if 
they have faith like Abraham. For Abraham believed God and this was accounted as his 
righteousness, verse 6. 


The Blessing Of Abraham 

Galatians 3 speaks of the blessing of Abraham as The Promise Of The Spirit in verse 14, a very 
interesting connection. In verse 17, the Lord refers to the law as the covenant that came 430 years 
later, saying it could not cancel out the promise. 


Galatians 3:14-17 

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

15 Brethren, | speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 
confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 

16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 

17 And this | say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, 
which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the 
promise of none effect. 


Galatians goes on to talk of the promise and relate it to the two covenants. 
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Galatians 4:21-26 

21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a 
freewoman. 

23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was 
by promise. 

24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 

25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is 
in bondage with her children. 

26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 


Now verse 24 gives us the idea that the promise to Abraham is also related to the new covenant or 
new testament. The two mountains, correspond to the bond woman and the free woman; the old 
covenant and the new covenant. Scholars like to make lists of multiple covenants. You hear about the 
Adamic Covenant, the Noahide [?] covenant, the Abrahamic covenant, the Mosaic covenant, the 
Davidic covenant, and on and on. This only brings us complication and confusion. Galatians 4:24 tells 
us that there are just two covenants. They are described and compared in differing ways throughout 
scripture. Still there are just two, just as there were two trees in the garden. You can see their contrast 
laid out in Hebrews 12. 


Hebrews 12:18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned 
with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated 
that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 

20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch 
the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, | exceedingly fear and quake:) 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel. 


Note that here the mountain that burnt with fire is the Mt. Sinai; and Mount Zion is the heavenly 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem which is above as mentioned in Galatians 4. 


In Mathew 24, this promise is clearly linked with the end times. 


Mathew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 


The promise that the nations would be justified is called the gospel of the kingdom. The terms 
‘nations,’ ‘heathen,’ ‘Gentiles,’ and ‘families or tribes of the earth’ all mean the same. In Revelation 
they are spoken of as of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. Today missionaries 
speak of them as people groups or ethnic groups. 


The promise given to Abraham and the fathers is the gospel of the kingdom. The fulfillment of that 
promise is the new testament. 


In Romans 8 the two covenants are explained as laws. One is the law of sin and death, the other is the 
law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 


Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death. 
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Being free from sin and death is the liberty that comes in Christ. Second Corinthians 3, in talking 
about the ministration of the spirit, concludes with these verses. 


2 Corinthians 3:17-18 

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 


Colossians 1:13 contrasts the two covenants another way, likening the new covenant as the Kingdom 
of God. 


Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 
into the kingdom of his dear Son: 


Results 
The New Covenant has an end time fulfillment which we have found mentioned or implied in six 
different places. 


What Is The New Covenant? 

We have seen so far that the New Covenant means that the law will be put into us and written in our 
hearts. He will do this by putting his spirit into us, in such a degree that it will give us the Fear of the 
Lord. This will cause us to obey with the result that we shall not depart from him. 


This is like saying we will automatically know his will and it will be impossible for us to sin. Now that’s 
pretty amazing. The full impact of this will prove to be totally awesome. 


So are we under the law, old covenant, or under grace, the new covenant? What does the bible say? 


Romans 6:14 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 


Here Romans 6 is saying just about what we said above. That is those under grace do not sin. A lot of 
people want to take this verse, Romans 6:14 and run with it. But if you check out what it says in 
Galatians 5, you will see that there is a condition for all this, being led by the Spirit. The text in Romans 
is addressed to those led by the spirit. 


Galatians 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 


So the safe conclusion is this: In so far as you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. When 
the Spirit is poured out in the end times, those who walk in it will not be under the law. As the Holy 
Spirit moves in our lives before that time, we have a foretaste or sample of the New Covenant. That is, 
insofar as we are led by the Spirit, we have a foretaste of the New Covenant. In the End times when 
we are to be led by the Spirit on a continual basis, that will be the fulfillment of the New Covenant. 


Now to put it another way, for clarity’s sake, the promise of a new covenant has been with us since 
Genesis 12, the promise to Abraham. We are still waiting in faith on that promise. Let us not confuse 
the promise with the fulfillment. By faith in that promise, we have a hope of being saved by grace. The 
fulfillment of the promise, is the confirming of the covenant, the salvation revealed in the last days. This 
is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


1 Peter 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 


The New Covenant As Covered In The New Testament! 

In the New Testament writings, the Greek part of the bible, the effects of being under the New 
Covenant are described in a great many more ways. All of these are a part of the new covenant and 
will be aspects of the end time church. 

We are going to summarize these quickly and skip the usual scripture references. This will let you get 
a quick idea of the many things that are included in the new covenant, which still await their end time 
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fulfillment. 


Summary 

To be under the New Covenant includes the following ideas; and lots more besides. 
The Law is in your heart, so you cannot sin. 

Sin has no dominion over you. 

You are dead to the flesh; dead to self. 

You are not under the law [the fig tree], you are under grace. 

Perfect love casts out all fear. 

You have reached maturity of the believer and have put away childish things. 

You are crucified with Christ. 

You are in Christ therefore You are a new creation, old things have passed away. 
You have the mind of Christ. 

You have entered the Kingdom of God. 

You are ruling and reigning with him in heavenly places. 

You are hidden in Christ. 

You have become a member of the Body of Christ, assembled and fitted into your proper place. 
You are part of the Bride of Christ. 

You are the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

You belong to the household of God. 

You have the Fear of the Lord abiding in you. 

You have gone through the baptism of fire, and you are baptized into Christ. 

You are partaking in the Divine Nature, and the Holiness of the Lord. 

Righteous, peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost are your continual companions. 

You have become a Son of God. 

You are free from sin and death through life in Christ Jesus. 

God is dwelling in your midst. 

You have been made perfect in obedience. 

You belong to the General Assembly and Church of the Firstborn. 

You have gone up to the mountain of the Lord, Mount Zion, the Holy Hill. 

You are resting in the Ark of Safety, the ship of the Lord. 

You have come to God’s resting place and entered into his rest. 

You have been clothed in righteousness, the full armor of God. 

You have ceased from your own works, the dead works of the flesh. 

You have been conformed to the image of his son; going from glory to glory. 

You shall be like him, for you shall see him as he is. 

You have hidden the word in your heart. Christ in you, the hope of Glory. 

You have reached promised land, the place of the blessing, The Blessing of Abraham, the fulfillment of 
Psalm 133. 


Psalms 133:1-3 

1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


One more thing needs to be emphasized pertaining to the New Covenant. 


Revelation 1:1-3 

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants 
things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 
servant John: 

2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things 
that he saw. 

3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
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Daniel 9:5 We have sinned, .... 


This will be a short look at some scriptures dealing with Mercy and Judgment. 


Judgment is mercy when: 

It leads to people learning righteousness 

It brings redemption to God’s people 

It produces blessings 

It makes the Lord better known and understood 
It establishes the Kingdom of God here on earth. 


Examples 
It leads to people learning righteousness 


Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will | 
seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. 


It brings redemption to God’s people 


Isaiah 1:27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 
It produces blessings 


Haggai 2:17-19 

17 | smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet 
ye turned not to me, saith the LORD. 

18 Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth 
month, even from the day that the foundation of the LORD'S temple was laid, consider it. 

19 Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, 
and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will | bless you. 


Psalms 103:6 The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 
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It makes the Lord well known and better understood as it the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 


Psalms 9:16 The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared 
in the work of his own hands. 


It establishes the Kingdom of God here on earth. 


Psalms 89:14 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go 
before thy face. 


Isaiah 16:5 And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in 
the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness. 


Isaiah 28:15-17 

15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at 
agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for 
we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: 

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 
17 Judgment also will | lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall 
sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 


Psalms 133:3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of 
Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


Righteous Judgment 
Judgment is Mercy when it is Righteous Judgment. 
John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 


Revelation 16:7 And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true 
and righteous are thy judgments. 
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Word And Witness 


Bill Somers 


In this essay we will look at a couple of major sources of error and confusion in biblical teaching. 


One is the failure to have two witnesses, another is the failure to see the timing of a scripture’s 
fulfillment, a third is the failure to see multiple fulfillments in prophetic scripture. These are not 
exclusive but usually interrelated. 


The Need for Two Witnesses 
Let’s look at the idea of having 2 witnesses. 


De 17:6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be 
put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death. 


De 19:15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any 
sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall 
the matter be established. 


Mt 18:16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word may be established. 


2Co 13:1 This is the third time | am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses 
shall every word be established. 


Here we have 4 verses relating to the idea that 2 or more witnesses are needed to prove something. 
In the old testament verses, they are witnesses in a case of a capital crime. The 2 witnesses are 
needed to establish the guilt of a guilty party when there is a death sentence possible. 


In the case of the new testament verses, capital punishment is not the issue; the principle is applied 
much more broadly. It covers any situation where positive proof is needed. 


Early in my Christian walk, | was taught that these verses were the foundation of a principle of Bible 
Study. That is they are generalized to means that in order to prove or establish a teaching or doctrine, 
you needed to find 2 verses of the bible that said roughly the same thing to support whatever you were 
trying to prove. 


Well this made some sense, and nobody questioned it at the time. It was one of those things you were 
taught as a baby Christian and never gave much thought to. So what’s the problem with it, you ask? 
Well, everyone gave this principle ‘lip service’ but nobody really applied it for real. It's one of those 
things that you can use for emphasis when you have 2 verses that support what you're trying to say. 
But when you don’t have 2 verses, well, 1 will do just fine. That is to say, everyone said they agreed 
with the 2 witness, 2 verse theory. But nobody actually applied it in any honest way. | have never heard 
any teaching challenged because the teacher failed to supply 2 verses to make his point. We all 
operate on the basis that if you can find it in the word of God, then that’s enough proof. God only 
needs to say something once. After all the word is considered infallible and without error. So if God 
said something, even if only once, it’s still something that God said, and has to be true. After all do we 
go through the bible and rip out every verse that doesn’t have a backup somewhere else in the bible? 
Of course not! So what's wrong with this picture? Why does God say to establish every word by two 
witnesses. Is this meant to apply only to specific situations where witnesses are called to testify? Is it a 
mistake to apply this to the word of God itself? Does the Word of God need 2 witnesses before we 
believe it? Or rather does the Word of God require 2 witnesses before we can understand it? 


We find the 2 witness idea repeated several times in the bible, so it must be important; yet we're not 
sure how to apply it. The reason is we are looking at the matter in an entirely wrong way. 
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Just recently, | got some new revelation on the matter. We were in a discussion with a skeptical young 
man about some issues of the bible and faith. | had challenged him to puzzle out the events in John 8: 
1-11 on the basis of some background info about the Pharisees, and some verses from the law of 
Moses. One of these was De 17:6 quoted above. His comment about it really opened my eyes to 
what the real issue was here. And | found it tied in perfectly with my thinking in preparing this essay. 


What he said was: Moses is calling for 2 or three witnesses here. But the only witness that I have 
that this is really the word of God is Moses. Well, | had never thought about it that way! It’s like we 
take it for granted that the words in the Bible are the words of God which the Holy Spirit spoke to the 
various authors. Then these authors, like Moses, went and wrote them down. So Moses is the witness. 
When we read the word of God at the hand of Moses, Moses is the witness that this is what God said. 
Even if we find 3, 4 or 5 verses that support one of our ideas, there is still only 1 witness! And that 
witness is Moses. So my friend says, here | am taking Moses word that this is what God said. But 
Moses is still just one witness! 


So | explained to this young man how | understood the inspiration for the bible works. As | did so, the 
understanding came to me, even while | was talking, that the second witness has to be the Holy Spirit! 
Here is how | presented it. 


The Bible says that ‘all scripture is given by inspiration of God. ‘[i.e. the Holy Spirit] 
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, .... 


Now this works two ways. Like in the case of Moses, the Lord said to him, take and write these words 
in a book. Well the Lord appears to Moses and tells him, or he speaks the words directly into his 
mind. And Moses writes down exactly what God says. He doesn’t need to understand what God 
means by any of it. All he has to do is write it down exactly as given to him. That’s the first way that 
scripture is given by the Spirit. 


A witness is someone who gives testimony. A biblical writer is giving his testimony that he has written 
what God told him to write. And a testament is another word for testimony. So the bible, new and old, 
is just a series of testimonies. It’s one witness, the Spirit is the second one! 


The second way the Spirit gives scripture is by giving it to the reader! As the reader is reading in the 
bible, the Spirit will give him bits and pieces of it. He opens the understanding of the reader so that it 
makes sense. If you’re reading parts of the bible without the guidance of the Spirit, you just won't get 
it. Get it? 


So in reading Moses or Matthew or any book of the Bible, the first witness is the bible itself. You’re 
reading a long, confusing, vague and sometimes boring and sometimes puzzling book that claims to 
be the word of God. That’s your first witness, the book claims to be the word of God. Now along 
comes the Spirit and takes the long, confusing, vague and sometimes boring book, and brings it to 
life by showing you what things mean. That's your second witness. And with these 2 witnesses you 
can prove things. The written word by itself is just a dead letter. The letter kills but the Spirit Gives Life. 
So the letter plus the Spirit gives life. That’s two witnesses. That’s the word mixed with faith! 


So the implication of this is that without the Spirit, no word can be established. The Spirit is our proof, 
not man’s wisdom. It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got the Spirit behind it. 


False Witnesses 

Well so far, so good. But what if you have false witnesses? When Jesus was brought to trial there 
were many false witnesses against him. The odd thing was that none of them agreed with each other. 
Here is a case where false witnesses were used that makes an interesting allegory. 


1 Kings 21:7-15 
7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, 
and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: | will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the 
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Jezreelite. 

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters 
unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth. 

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the 
people: 

10 And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou 
didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die. 
11 And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who were the inhabitants in his 
city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it was written in the letters which she had sent 
unto them. 

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people. 

13 And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial 
witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth 
did blaspheme God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him 
with stones, that he died. 

14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. 

15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that 
Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which 
he refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead. 


Now the allegorical part of this is found by looking at names and symbols. Naboth means fruit, and the 
vineyard is a symbol of the church, and or Israel. Jezebel is a wicked spirit who aims to hinder or halt 
the flow of the prophetic word. What this story is saying points to the church in the end times. The spirit 
of Jezebel will use various false accusations to try and take over the church and kill off the fruit. But we 
also know this;! 


Isaiah 59:19 .... When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift 
up a standard against him. 


Faithful Witnesses 
What we need in seeking out two witnesses are faithful witnesses. Jezebel used false witnesses and 
got away with it. Proverbs has this to say. 


Proverbs 14:5 
5A faithful witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies. 


This is the underlying idea in courtroom tactics when an attorney will attempt to undermine the 
character of a witness. Once the integrity of the witness is removed, their testimony can be 
discounted. The kind of witness we need to have is one whose integrity is unquestionable. Note these 
verses from John chapter 5. 


1 John 5:6-10 

6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water 
and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 

7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: 
and these three are one. 

8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and 
these three agree in one. 

9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God 
which he hath testified of his Son. 

10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God 
hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 


John 5:36-37 
36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me 
to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 
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37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither 
heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 


John 8:17-18 
17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. 
18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me. 


So the witness you need if you are to handle the Word properly is not a fallible human witness. 


Romans 3:4 
4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be 
justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 


1 Peter 4:11 

11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it 
as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


The witness you need if you are to handle the Word properly is the witness of the Spirit If the word 
being preached is not backed by the Spirit of God, it will not be mixed with faith in the listener. And 
therefore it will not do them any good. 


Hebrews 4:2 
2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 


Could this be why so much preaching is ineffective? 


Can the word preached be a lie? 
Take a look at this passage from first Kings. Elijah had been staying at the home of this woman, and 
one day her son dies. Elijah then prays and raises the dead son to life. 


1 Kings 17:23-24 

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and 
delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. 

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this | know that thou art a man of God, and that the 
word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth. 


Here is a case where the power of God was demonstrated and it became a witness to the integrity of 
the Prophet. 


1 Corinthians 4:20 
20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 


The important point for our study is this: that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth. What this 
implies is that there can be times when the Word of the Lord can be spoken, yet not be the truth. If the 
word is misused, misunderstoon, or misapplied, there will be no truth in it. It will just be a case where 
the word, i.e. the letter of the law, kills. 


Are we saying the bible is untrue? No, of course not. We are pointing out that in specific cases at 
certain times some one can be teaching or preaching from the bible and there will be no truth in it. 
These are times when there is no witness of the Spirit to back up the word being shared. 


When you hear someone tell you, “The bible clearly teaches such and such” be careful. You could even 
say the bible doesn’t teach anything! Man teaches from the bible, and the Holy Spirit teaches from the 
bible. If a man’s teaching is not by the Spirit, there just might be no truth in it. The word of the Lord in 
his mouth will not be truth! This applies to more than just teaching. 
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2 Timothy 3:16 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 


It also applies to exhortation, intercession, praise, worship and spiritual warfare. 


The Timing Of A Scripture’s Fulfillment 
Let’s look at a famous text that mentions the Timing of Fulfillment. 


Luke 4:16-21 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 
opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes 
of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 


This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. What is going on here? What did it mean to say the 
scripture is fulfilled? It meant that at the time Jesus stood up and read it, the word of the Lord in His 
mouth was truth. For anyone else, at any other time, to get up and read those verses would have been 
a lie. More exactly, the reader would have only been reading what it said, with no idea or intention of 
being taken seriously or having any truth. If you or | got up and read those words aloud, and the Holy 
Spirit was not leading us, it would just be a lot of noise. 


1 Corinthians 13:1 
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, | am become 
as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 


One of the special things about the bible is that you cannot draw any conclusions based on the tense 
of a scripture. The example from Isaiah above was written in present tense, but from Isaiah’s 
viewpoint, it pointed to something to happen in the future. From our viewpoint, it points to something 
that happened in the past. 

When John wrote / saw it’s past tense but points to the future. Here he is seeing into the future, but it is 
written in past tense. 


Revelation 21:2 
2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Here’s an example of something written in present and future tense, but has already past. 
Genesis 6:17 
17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 


The quote from Revelation has not been fulfilled yet. The one from Genesis has. Now look at this one. 


Hosea 11:1 
1 When Israel was a child, then | loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. 


The quote from Hosea was fulfilled in Exodus, yet according to Matthew it was fulfilled centuries later 
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in the life of Jesus. This is a case of double fulfillment. 


Matthew 2:15 
15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 


Here’s a case where it’s not so clear as to fulfillment. 


1 John 3:2 
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 


Suppose someone preached and based a teaching on the ‘fact’ that Now we are the sons of God. 
After all, they could claim, the bible says Now and that means now! Right. Well is this scripture 1 John 
3:2 fulfilled or not. See what it says in Romans. 


Romans 8:14-16 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 


There is a catch here isn’t there. You have to be led by the Spirit. And the Spirit has to bear witness 
with us. A teaching based on the ‘fact’ that Now we are the sons of God, depends on the teacher and 
the listeners being led by the Spirit. If that’s not the case, then there is no truth in it. We're not talking 
about being able to hear from the Spirit, or having a Gift from the Spirit. We're talking about being led 
by the Spirit on a full time basis; 24 by 7 by 365. You can’t be a Son of God one day and revert back 
to your old self the next. That’s not being led by the Spirit. 


John 3:5-8 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


To be a Son of God, you have to be dead to the flesh, and born of the Spirit; This is the Kingdom of 
God. 


So the verse that says Now we are the Sons of God is not yet fulfilled. You may find as you look 
through First John, that it is written in present tense, yet it speaks of a future condition or time. 


Another good example is those who say we are not under the law, we’re under grace. What does the 
bible say? 


Romans 6:14 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 


A lot of people want to take this verse, Romans 6:14 and run with it. But if you check out what it says in 
Galatians 5, you will see that there is that same condition, being led by the Spirit. 


Galatians 5:18 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 


So are we under the Law or not? Perhaps Romans 6 has not been fulfilled yet. 
Here is another passage in present tense that is not yet fulfilled. 
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Hebrews 12:22-24 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel. 


Multiple Fulfillments 

New testament scriptures taken at face value, speak of things in the present tense. We take them on 
faith, but do not see them in reality. The catch is that the New Testament church in the writings of the 
New Testament is primarily a type of the end time church. And many of the scriptures describing New 
Testament happenings are only partial fulfillments, or not fulfilled at all. These scriptures will not be 
finally fulfilled till the end time church comes into being. The chiefest of these is in Acts 2. 


Acts 2:16-20 

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 

19 And | will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, 
and vapour of smoke: 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and 
notable day of the Lord come: 


The gift of the holy Spirit on that day was only a partial fulfillment of Joel, and obviously they did not 
see the wonders in heaven or signs in the earth. The Day of the Lord did not come in their time. The 
gift of the Spirit on that day was only a measure of foretaste of the spirit. These next quotes speak of 
the earnest of the Spirit. This means a partial payment or token. 


2 Corinthians 1:22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts. 


Ephesians 1:13-14 

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his glory. 


Notice that Ephesians 1:13-14 mentions the promise and looks ahead to time of the redemption. The 
fullness of the Spirit will come with the complete fulfillment of Joel 2. 


Joel 2:28-31 

28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions: 

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out my 
spirit. 

30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke. 

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the LORD come. 
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Our problem comes when we assume that the partial fulfillment is the one and only fulfillment. Then we 
get into preaching and teaching on scripture that is not yet fulfilled. And people wonder ‘What’s wrong 
with this picture?’ 


So if you hear claims that : 

we are a new testament church 

we are under grace, not the law 

we are the sons of God 

we are spirit filled and spirit led 

we belong to the kingdom of God 

we are crucified with Christ 

we are walking in newness of life 

we are a new creation 

we have the fullness of the five fold ministry 
and so on, look for the witness of the Spirit. Because although those making these claims mean well, 
there may be no truth in them. 


Matthew 7:20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
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A Visit from the Wolf; 
A Word for the Pastors 
Bill Somers 


The test of the true shepherd is how he reacts when the wolf comes. 


During a recent worship service, one of our songs was This Joy That | Have. The lyric includes the lines, "The world didn’t 
give it to me and the world can't take it away." 


As we worshipped with this song, the Lord gave me a word for Pastors. 


First | imagined that Jesus was singing the song. This is fitting since He endured the Cross because of the Joy He saw 
ahead. Then the lyric changed to This Church that | have, the world didn’t give it to me, and the world can’t take it away. 


This brought to mind a passage from scripture: 


My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. 

My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand. John 10:27-29 (KJV) 


Now the sheep are the church, and they are given to Jesus by the Father and no one can pluck them out of His hand. So 
He can say the world didn’t give it and the world can’t take it away! 


Next thing is to apply this to each pastor in the church. His flock is given to him by the Lord, not the world, not his own 
efforts. And the world can’t take them away. They may leave on their own, but if they are hearing the voice of Great 
Shepherd through their pastor, they will follow. 


The test of the true shepherd is how he reacts when the wolf comes. 


But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 
The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. John 10:12-13 (KJV) 


The hireling flees while the true shepherd remains faithful. 
What else does the bible have to say about hirelings? 


And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou shalt not compel him to 
serve as a bondservant: 
But as an hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall serve thee unto the year of 
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jubilee: 
And then shall he depart from thee, both he and his children with him, and shall return unto his own family, 
and unto the possession of his fathers shall he return. Leviticus 25:39-41 


This tells us that a hired servant shall serve until the year of jubilee, and then he shall depart. In other words the hireling 
will depart during the year of jubilee. 


And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding. 
Jer 3:15 (KJV) 


Now jubilee is a time of great rejoicing and celebrating. It speaks of End Time Revival and Harvest. But as we read in the 
passage from John above, The Hireling only flees when he sees the Wolf coming. 


In other words The Hireling doesn’t flee till he sees the Wolf coming.! 


Now put two and two together and you will see that in the jubilee {Revival] you can expect a visit from the wolf 
[Judgment]. 


This idea of joy in the midst of judgment is expressed in many various ways in scripture. For instance. 


But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first 
house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many 
shouted aloud for joy: 

So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the 
people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. Ezra 3:12-13 (KJV) 


And 


He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him. Ps 126:6 (KJV) 


This last verse is a picture of the true and faithful pastor. 


Back to: HOMEPAGE or FILELIST of 
Bill Somers Prophetic Vision 
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Woe Unto You Lawyers 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in 
yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered. Luke 11:52 


In 2004 | posted an article titled The Key of Knowledge which used this same scripture for an opening 
quote. The ‘lawyers’ are the legalists or literalists. And there we focused on the idea that Literalism 
was how The Key of Knowledge is withheld from believers. At that time we wrote as follows. 


Literalism Is The Problem 

A great number of bible scholars and teachers tell us that the proper way to understand the 
bible is through consistent literal interpretation. This is expressed as The Law of Literal 
Interpretation. This law says: 


Always interpret scripture literally wherever possible. 
"If the literal sense makes sense, seek no other sense." 


Now what's most unusual about this is that there is never any scriptural justification offered for 
adopting this principle. You will find many reasons offered, and all of them sound logical, but no 
bible verses. It’s not so much what they are telling us to do, but what this law is telling us not to 
do? It’s telling us not to seek; seek no other sense. That is not to seek any further than the 
literal meaning of scripture. But what does the bible say? It says just the opposite. It tells us to 
seek, long, hard and diligently. We must seek after wisdom with a passion. 


Other problems with literalism. 

Now | would like to focus on another part of that verse which says: ye entered not in yourselves, and 
them that were entering in ye hindered. What exactly is the Lord speaking of in saying ye entered not 
in. They entered not into what? 


A quick glance at similar verse from Matthew easily clears this up for us. It is speaking of entering into 
The Kingdom Of God. 


Matthew 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that 
are entering to go in. 


So how does this happen? We can see from the discussion in John 3 that entering the Kingdom is a 
matter of being led by the Holy Spirit. 


John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 


If you hold to the law of literal interpretation, it will stop you from seeking deeper meanings in God’s 
word. And what does it take to seek these deeper meanings? In first Corinthians 2, we see that it 
requires the Holy Spirit. 
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1 Corinthians 2:11-14 

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even 
so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 


And in Genesis 40 we are told that interpretations belong to God. 


Genesis 40:8 And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no 
interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me 
them, I pray you. 


Literalism will tell you not to use the Key of Knowledge, which is to seek for it. It’s this same key that 
can open your way into the Kingdom of God! 


Consider that the bible gives one of the names of God as The Lord Our Righteousness. 


Jeremiah 23:5-6 

5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


To seek the Kingdom is to seek the King 
Now look at Matthew 6:33. 


Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 


What all this means is that to seek the Kingdom of God is to seek his righteousness. And since Jesus 
is our righteousness, you can conclude that to seek the Kingdom is to seek the King or to seek the 
Lord. 


Since Literalism will keep you from seeking the Lord, then it will keep you from entering into the 
Kingdom Of God and being led by the Spirit of the Lord. 
Selah. 


The Holy versus the Profane. 

We hear a lot of talk in certain circles about keeping God’s Law or as some say, Keeping Torah. 
Unfortunately this is usually accompanied by a literal understanding of Torah, or Literalism. To some 
legalists, keeping Torah means making a big issue of not eating pork. The notion is that the gentile 
church is profaning themselves by eating ‘swine’s flesh’. 


A literal understanding of Torah is that it means The Law of Moses. There we read that the swine is 
unclean. 
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And the swine, because it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not the cud, it is unclean unto you: 
ye shall not eat of their flesh, nor touch their dead carcase. Deuteronomy 14:8 


To go beyond the literal meaning of this you can check out what it says in Ezekiel 44. 


And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause 
them to discern between the unclean and the clean. Ezekiel 44:23 


There the Lord makes it clear that the terms clean and unclean are types of what is holy and unholy, 
or profane. 


What the Lord is doing here it to contrast Holy and Profane with Clean or Unclean. Seeking The 
Kingdom and it’s righteousness can also be contrasted with self justification and self righteousness, 
which are filthy rags in the sight of the Lord, unclean and speaking of sin. Leprosy speaks of sin, and 
is used as a type of sin. The leper is considered unclean. 


And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and he 
Shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean. Leviticus 13:45 


Eating ‘Swine’s Flesh’ 

| found it hard to accept that some people were making a big issue of eating pork. Can they be 
serious? Was it such a big deal to have a piece of bacon or a Bob Evans bratwurst? After all, didn’t 
Jesus say in Matthew 15: 


Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, 
this defileth a man. Matthew 15:11 


Then the Lord showed me that | had profaned myself by eating ‘swine’s flesh’. But it was not from 
having a ham sandwich. First of all, eating can mean consuming or partaking of, or enjoying 
something. And swine’s flesh can mean anything unholy. Watching certain kinds of movies or reading 
certain kinds of books fit the bill perfectly. | had just recently read a ‘political action thriller’ novel that 
was filled with violence and brutality. Now you can justify this to your self by calling it harmless 
entertainment, but when you are enjoying something unholy, you are becoming unholy! So the legalists 
can keep kosher and still be partaking of swine’s flesh. 

Selah 


An End Time Application 
Here’s another example of swine used to mean unholy. 


Mark 5:9-13 

9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for 
we are many. 

10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country. 

11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. 

12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into 
them. 

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into 
the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two 
thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 
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Something in this story does not add up. These unclean spirits seek some place to dwell. 


When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, 
and findeth none. Matthew 12:43 


If the unclean spirits seek a home to dwell in once they are cast out, why would they enter into the 
swine and immediately cause the destruction of their new home? This kind of puzzling feature is one 
of the things the Lord puts into the bible to cause the curious to seek for deeper meaning. Here is one 
the Lord showed me. 


In this story of the devils entering the swine the number of swine, 2000, becomes an important clue. 
The 2000 speaks of the 2000 years of the so called church age, and gives it an end time context. 
What God may be saying here is at the end of the 2000 years, he will allow the heathen, represented 
by the unclean swine, to become thoroughly demonized leading to their destruction in the tribulation. 
This is analogous to the ‘gross darkness’ coming on the people spoken of in Isaiah. 


Isaiah 60:2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: 
but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 


Revelation 16:10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his 
kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 


For the legalist, the death of the swine would be the end of the story. They would never seek the Lord 
for greater understanding, and remain in darkness [clueless] themselves. 


2 Corinthians 6:17-18 

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty. 


Selah 
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Who Was That Masked Man 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


www.etpv.org 
March 25, 2009 


Joshua and the Angel 
Let’s take a look at a short but very interesting passage from the Book of Joshua. 


Joshua 5:13-15 

13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and 
Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? 

14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell 
on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his 
servant? 

15 And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 


So our question is who was that man? 
Some commentators say it was an angel, some say it was the Lord himself, others have no clue at all. 
These days having a clue speaks of knowledge, and being clueless speaks of ignorance. 


So what is a clue? Encarta says this: 


clue [kloo] (plural clues) noun 
1. aid in solving mystery: something that helps to solve a mystery or crime 


Encarta® World English Dictionary © 


So a clue is not the answer, but an aid to finding the answer. Something that points to the answer is a 
clue. 


In our example there are several clues for those who notice them. 

1. Speaking of Joshua, it says he lifted up his eyes. 

2. Also in verse 13, Joshua goes up to the man and speaks to him as someone he already knew. He 
does not ask who he is but what is he doing there. With a drawn sword. 

3. Next in verse 14 the man gives an answer that reveals something about himself and just who he is. 
4. Upon receiving this revelation Joshua does three things, he falls face down to the ground, 

5. he worships and 

6. he addresses the man as Lord, and the one who he serves. 

7. The man tells him to loose his shoe 

8. and the man tells him he is on holy ground. 

9. Joshua instantly obeys. 


To support the idea that this man is the Lord, lets look at each clue from the viewpoint of a believer. 
1. He was looking up, speaks of being mindful of heavenly things, and seeking the Lord. 
2. He knows the man, but only somewhat, after all Joshua spent a lot of time in the tabernacle in the 
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Lord’s presence so he knew him up to a point. Joshua knew the Lord already. 

3. He asks what the man is doing, because he held a drawn sword. The Lord was preparing for battle 
against Jericho. 

3. The man reveals something more of his nature, he is a war leader! This is like the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

4. Joshua falls on his face in awe at the new revelation. John in the final book of the bible, the 
revelation of Jesus Christ knew Jesus very well. But in the first chapter of Revelation, Jesus appears 
in a totally unfamiliar form. John is awestruck, and falls over. 

5. Joshua worships this man. Only the Lord is to be worshipped. 

6. Joshua acknowledges him as Lord. So this identifies the man as the Lord. 

7. He is told to loose his shoe just as Moses was before the burning bush, this also identifies the man 
as the Lord. 

8. He is told he is on holy ground, also as Moses was in Exodus when the Lord spoke to him. 

9. Joshua’s obedience is the expected behavior of someone receiving such revelation. 


Now let’s look at the clues from a skeptical point of view. 

1. Joshua was looking heavenward: All this means is Joshua was wondering about the weather. 

2. Joshua knew lots of men, 

3. he was just wondering why the sword was drawn. 

4, 5, and 6. Joshua here is really worshipping an angel by mistake. It’s some warrior angel, that is no 
proof that he was the Lord. 

7, 8. and 9. In Exodus, Moses was only worshipping an angel too. So none of this really proves 
beyond a doubt that the man was the Lord. 

To be even more skeptical you could say this. 


And besides that it doesn’t prove the man was an angel either. If the Bible says it was a man, then is 
has to be a man. As for Joshua’s actions, he could have been drunk or high on loco weed. 


OK so what's the difference between the believer and the skeptic. The believer takes the clues which 
are not really proof, just aids in solving a mystery, and then he gets a revelation from the Holy Spirit. 
And it’s the revelation that makes all the difference. The skeptic has the same clues available to him, 
but he is not looking for clues, not really paying attention to what he reads, and so the written word of 
the Lord doesn't sink in because of lack of Faith. 


Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 


The skeptic is a victim of spiritual blindness. Is it any wonder that someone can study the bible for 


years, and still not be able to answer Jesus’ question, Who do you say that | am? 


Part Two 


Joshua Meets The Man or 
What’s It All About Alfie 


Bill Somers 
Mount Gilead Ohio USA 


March 30, 2009 
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Exodus 3:8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 


Picking up from Who Was That Masked Man, let’s ask ourselves the next logical question. What is 
he doing here? 


One way of inquiring of the Lord when it comes to bible study, is to keep asking questions. 


Our first question is why is he here? To get to an answer, there are some intermediate things we can 
ask. 


Why does this take place before Jericho? 

Why does he have his sword drawn? 

If Joshua knows him, why does he ask him, whose side are you on? 

If Joshua approaches him as an old buddy, why does he suddenly fall on his face and worship at his 
feet? 


The book of Joshua on the surface tells of how the Children of Israel entered the Promised Land and 
drove out their enemies and claimed their inheritance. The deeper meaning of the book relates to the 
end times and the church entering the promised kingdom of God. 


The 40 years wandering in the desert represent 4000 years since Abraham, the 2000 cubits in 
Joshua 3:4, speak of the 2000 years since the time of Jesus. Crossing the Jordan represents death 
to self. The circumcision of the people is the cutting off of the flesh. This story of Joshua Meets The 
Man expresses some of the same ideas in a condensed form. 


Why does this take place before Jericho? 
This takes place before Jericho because it illustrates what must happen before we become ready to 
fight the end time battles. 


Why does he have his sword drawn? 

The sword is the word of the Lord. Seeing that the sword is withdrawn from it’s holster tells of the 
revelation of the Word. You don't really know what a sword looks like while it’s still in the scabbard. It’s 
the same with the word of God. You won't know the inner meaning till the Spirit reveals it. This is seen 
figuratively as the opening of the sealed book, mentioned in Revelation 5. It speaks of The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 


What is the significance of him holding the drawn sword in his hand? 

We have a similar scene in 1 Chronicles 21 that gives the meaning. In this context the Lord is bringing 
judgment upon his own people at Jerusalem. So this relates to Judgment beginning at the house of 
God, and the fact that God’s people are witnessing these judgments being carried out. Notice where 
David and the elders fall on their faces, once they see this, like Joshua did. The sackcloth here is a 
sign of repentance. 


1 Chronicles 21:16 And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the LORD stand 
between the earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over 
Jerusalem. Then David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their 
faces. 


If Joshua knows him, why does he ask him, whose side are you on? 
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There are two ways to answer this. 


One speaks of division in the church where the denominations are at war with each other. [Civil War 
in the Church] So the question becomes what denomination are you with? And the Lord’s answer, 
Nay, but as captain of the host of the LORD am | now come, is a way of saying I’m not here to take 
sides, lm here to take over. It is also a way of saying I’m not for any denomination, I’m here to take 
charge and eliminate the denominations to bring my body into unity. 


Two is the idea that God’s judgments against his own house will be severe like they were against 
Jerusalem in David's time. This will be to the point where we will wonder if in fact God is for us or 
against us. 


Fear of the Lord 
If Joshua approaches him as an old buddy, why does he suddenly fall on his face and 
worship at his feet? 


Joshua now sees the Lord in a completely new way, and acquires a profound Fear of the Lord. That 
is Joshua [as the church] receives a deep and profound revelation of the Lordship of Jesus. It is this 
Lordship of Jesus which is the rock upon which the church will be built. The revelation of Jesus Christ. 


But how can we talk about the church, and turn around and say the church has yet to built? It’s one of 
those elements they call paradoxical truths. 


Here are other questions that express similar problems. 

How can we talk about the Kingdom of God, when the King is not around and everybody does just 
what they feel like? Or How can we claim to be the Family of God, when were just an episode of 
Family Feud? And how can we be the Sons of God, when we do not honor the Father’s name or 
reveal his nature to the lost world? Or can we fight the battles as the army of God, when nobody in 
hearing the General's voice? How can we be the body of Christ when the parts are not assembled 
and not attached to the head? Or how can we be the temple of the Holy Ghost, when we ignore or 
reject him? And how are we to be the spotless, chaste Bride when we will do anything for money? All 
of these have one answer. We must receive the Fear of the Lord and this comes with presence of the 
Lord. 


All these elements are basically the same. The Church, The Kingdom, The Family, The Army, The 
Body, The Bride, The Temple, The Sons of God, The congregation of the Lord, the Called out ones, 
the chosen generation, the Holy race, the peculiar people, the new Jerusalem, the spiritual Israel, the 
heirs of the promise. It’s looking at different aspects, or expressing truth in different terms. Each one is 
connected to another like a side of a polygon, or facet of a jewel. 


Why does Joshua say What saith my lord unto his servant? 
Here Joshua’s immediate reaction to the New Revelation is a desire to serve the Lord. Paul had the 
same reaction on the road to Damascus when he says Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?. 


Why does Joshua worship at his feet? And why is that holy ground? 
The bible speaks of worshipping at his feet, a place of holiness. 


Psalms 99:5 Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at his footstool; for he is holy. 


Exodus 3 tells of Moses seeing the Lord and being told to loose his shoe because he is on holy 
ground. Also see Exodus 3:8 quoted above which mentions that the Lord is now come down. . 
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Why does the Lord say am I now come when we know he is always with us? 


Here it means the Lord is coming in a new and powerful way. This is not just a visitation but the 
beginning of the habitation. This is the start of a permanent manifest presence. It’s the Latter Rain 
coming, that must happen before Jericho, the end time battles. He comes to judge, purge and purify 
his people to make them ready by dwelling among them. This is the beginning of the Kingdom here on 
earth. He will use the fear of the Lord and the revelation of his love to eliminate all the paradoxes we 
mentioned. 


This is how he will put his family in order. 

This is how he will muster his army. 

This is how he will build his church on the rock. 

This is how he will take back his Kingdom and reign as King. 
This is how he will assemble his body. 

This is how he will inhabit the Temple, his place of rest. 

This is how he will make his bride holy and pure. 

This is how he will make us become the Sons of God. 

This is how he will conform us to the image of Jesus. 

This is how he will get us to where we delight to do his will. 
This is how he will bring in the harvest and redeem his people Israel 


Recap 

Before God’s people can fulfill their destiny in the end times certain things will have to happen. 

When [and only when] the Church sees God’s judgments actually being carried out, she will begin to 
truly inquire of the Lord. Then the Lord will reveal himself with awesome power and irresistible 
holiness. This brings the church into the Fear of the Lord. This is a place of repentance, worship, 
holiness, joy and obedience. It’s the true beginning of the Kingdom of God on earth, and the millennial 
reign. 


